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GHIVALRY AND THE CRUSADES. 



CHAPTER I. 

DEATH OF GODFREY. HIS IMMEniATB SUCCESSORS ESTA- 
BLISHMENT OF THE HOSPITALLERS, THE TEHFLARS, AND THE 

ASSASSINS. 

A.D. 1099. The feelings of the Christians in the 
West were powerfully wrought upon by the ac- 
connts which the cnisaders gave of the sufferiagB 
they had undergone, and of the conquests which 
bad attended their sacred arms. Thousands were 
r9ased by these narratives to seek the means of 
proceeding at once to the Holy City ; and several 
noblemen were induced, either out of devotion or 
a dread of shame, to raise the standard of the cross^ 
and offer themselves as their leaders. The losses 
and suffeiings, the desperation and fanaticism, of 
the^ fresh armaments, were as great as those which 
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6 HISTORY or CHIVALRY, 

had marked the proceedings of the earlier crasadors ; 
and we should derive neither profit nor pleasure 
from a particular recital of their misfortunes. 

Godfrey, having taken the means which have 
heen described to establish order and justice in his 
dominions, turned his eyes towards the petty states 
by which they were surrounded, and which still 
harboured bands of hostile Moslems. Tancred 
obtained possession of Tiberias ; and Godfrey was 
(equally successful in his attacks on Ptolemais, 
Caesarea, and Ascalon. Arsur was besieged with 
less good fortune ; and in the assault of this place> 
the anxious chief coolly devoted to destruction one 
of his bravest knights, who had been lately left in 
the town as a hostage. Exposed by the enemy to the 
fiercest assault of the besiegers^ this knight implored 
them not to commence or continue an attack which 
must cause his instant death ; but Godfrey repre*- 
sented the necessity which compelled him to make 
the attempt, and added, that he would not desist 
from the assault to save his own brother. The 
unfortunate man could say nothing to this, and 
only begged that his horse might be offered in sa- 
crifice at the Holy Sepulchre. The conflict was 
then immediately begun, and the besiegers sup- 
posed that their fellow-soldier was pierced through 
and through by their darts ; but the Moslem, with 
a noble generosity which ought to be forever com- 
memorated, removed the Christian from his perilom 
stand, and nursed him till the wounds he had receiv- 
ed were healed ; after which he returned to Jerusa- 
lem, to the no small surprise of his comrades. * A 
question here suggests itself respecting this affiur, to 

* Albert A^eosii, 
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whidi «a answer is not easily found ;<-*if tbe koight 
aboFO mentioned was left as a hostage, to assure 
ttie city of Arsur of its safety, how could it bo 
attacked without a breach of chivalrous faith, on 
ihe part of Godfrey ? for the giving of a hostage 
was, in fact, a promise of peace ; or, if this was 
not the case, and it was the intention of the politic 
chief to resume his hostile attempts upon the town 
whenever it might be convenient, how could he, 
consistently either with honour or humanity, in» 
duce his companion in arms to remain with the 
enemy ? for it was clearly not the opinion of the 
unfortunate man that he was intended as a sacri- 
fice, to procure the advancement <tf Godfrey s 
power. 

But the authority of the prince was now about to 
be assailed in a manner calculated to deprive him of 
floiore territory than he could gain by many sue* 
cessful battles. Baldwin fr6m Edessa, Bohemond 
from Antioch, and Raymond from Laodicea, ar- 
rived at Jerusalem shortly after his return from 
the above expedition* With them came a host of 
pilgrims from Genoa and Pisa, under the conduct 
of Dagobert, archbishop of the latter city. Their 
arnval was greeted by Godfrey and his people 
with every expression of joy, and they were occu- 
pied with feasts and processions during the whole 
of their stay in the Holy City. The Italian pil- 
grims conceived at last so great a veneration for 
the Kingy that they determined on taking up their 
abode in Jerusalem, and set themselves with laud- 
able ^ligence to repair the ruined edifices in the ^ 
«ity and its neighbourhood. Dagobert seconded 
their exertions, but in the meantime carried on a 
plot to secure his own advancement to the prin^^ 
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ptl attthority in the state. Assisted bytbe zeal of 
his countrymen, and the bad character of Arnold, 
who then held the patriarchate of Jerusalem, he 
obtained the appointment, to that important digni- 
ty ; and being a carefnl imitator of the Pope, his 
master, lost no opportunity of placing his power 
npon the strongest basis. The argument unirer* 
sally insisted upon by the Roman hierarchy, that 
the servants of Christ were entitled to the autho- 
rity of their Lord, or that those who preached the 
gospel had a just claim to be rewarded for their 
bumble labours, by kiugs becoming their tributa- 
ries, was successfully employed on this occasion ; 
and Godfrey consented to take an oath, by which 
he bound himself to be the faithful defender and 
assistant of the Primate. He also further agreed 
to give up a quarter of Jerusalem and Jafia to the 
possession of the Church, and to declare the pa- 
triarch his successor, in case he died without ieav- 
iog heirs. The submission of Godfrey was fol* 
lowed by that of Bohemond and Baldwin; and 
these three princes became the willing vassals of the 
church. 

The character which Godfrey bore, as the most 
devout of men, rendered him a fit subject for the 
machinations of the ambitious Dagobert ; but it was 
only when a superstitious veneration for his spi- 
ritual superiors blinded him, that Godfrey lost any 
of the firmness which became his station. By the 
valour which he displayed in all his encount^s 
with the enemy, and by the wisdom of his counsels, 
h^ had won the respect not only of his subjects, 
but <^ the cities which still continued hostile to 
his rule. Many of them were induced to yield to 
him out of regard for his character of justice and 
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moderation, and his name was prononnced with af* 
fection through erery part of his increasing^ ter<» 
ritory. But his reign was terminated by deaths 
within a year from its commencement ; and his 
subjects, as they deposited his remains on Mount 
Calfary, wept over him as children over a beloved 
and affectionate parent. 

As soon as the throne of Jerusalem was. left 
vacant, Dagobert insisted upon his right to the in- 
heritance ; and a violent struggle commenced be* 
tween him and the barons, who declared Baldwin, 
the brother of Godfrey, to be his lawful successor. 
Messengers were immediately sent, on the part of 
the Patriarch, to Bohemond, and on that of the 
barons, to the Prince of Edessa. The former re- 
turned with the discouraging tidings that Bohe- 
mond, so far from being able to assist the Holy 
Father in this extremity, was himself a prisoner to 
the Turks, into whose hands he had inopportunely 
fallen. Nothing, therefore, remained to oppose the 
claims of Baldwin ; and after a perilous march from 
Edessa with four hundred knights and a thousand 
foot-soldiers, that prince entered Jerusalem in tri- 
umph. A short and successful expedition, which 
he made almost immediately after assuming the 
royal authority, convinced the Patriarch of the use- 
lessness of any farther opposition, and he consent- 
ed to crown him at Bethlehem. Tancred was the 
only one of the nobles who refused to acknowledge 
Baldwin as their sovereign ; but his dislike of the 
Prince of Edessa yielded to the pacific persuasions 
of his companions ; and he was shortly after called 
to the government of Antioch, left vacant by the 
captivity of Bohemond. 

It would occupy more of our space than we can 

2 a 
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Spare to recount all the circunntaDces which' al^ 
tended Baldwin's contests with his neighboaring' 
enemies* He was sometimes successfal, bat at 
others exposed to such imminent personal peril, 
that he was reported to have been slain ; and his 
trembling subjects awaited in hourly terror the ar«> 
rival of the Saracens at the gates of their dty« 
One anecdote, howeyer, of these petty wars, we 
must not pass over. Baldwin, in riding along the 
banks of ^e Jordan, after having subdued a party 
of Arabs, discovered a woman labouring with the 
pains of child-birth. With a humanity which has 
been strangely lauded by historians as next to di^ 
Tine, he refrained from slaughtering her, and af- 
forded her some refreshment out of the stores 
which could be at tlie moment obtained. Water 
and fruits were presented to the suffering woman, 
and a female camel provided nourishment for the 
infant. Both mother and child were then restored 
to the disconsolate Arab, who, proving to be a maa 
of great distinction among his countrymen, de- 
clared he would never forget the generous conduct 
of the Christian prince. 

Soon after this occurrence, Baldwin was obliged 
to seek refuge in Ramla, which was every hour in 
danger of being taken by the enemy. At the mo- 
ment when his peril and anxiety were at the high- 
est, a message was brought him that a stranger de- 
sired to be admitted to an immediate audience ; 
on approaching the King, who thus addressed 
him I' — " Thou hast acted generously towards a 
wife who is dear to me, and having saved her life, 
restored her to her family. I now brave a thou- 
sand dangers to recompense this- service. The 
Saracens surround the city into which you have 
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fled for safety. To-morrow it roust be taken, and 
not a single one of its inhabitants will escape death. 
I come to offer yon the means of safety ; I know 
all the ways which are not gnarded ; hasten then, 
time presses ; you ha^e only to follow me, and' 
before the morning you will be safe among yomr 
friends. *' The Mussulman had spoken truth, 
and the prince arrived at Arsur in safety. 

But the subjects of the sacred territory were not 
blind to the hazardous situation in which they 
were placed. Had it not beien for the casual re- 
cruits which their little army received from the 
pilgrims who continued to arrive from Europe, 
they would have been without any sufficient pro* 
teetion against their enemies* It was with reason, 
therefore, that complaints were continually made 
respecting the conduct of the Emperor Alexis. 
Originally, this prince was bound by no obligation 
to aid them in their schemes of conquest ; and the 
conduct of the first crusaders afforded him a suf- 
ficient plea for wishing them far removed from 
his dominions. But he had latterly entered into a 
solemn engagement with the European chiefs ; 
and by receiving from them an oath of allegiance, 
had promised, both by implication and reality, to 
assist and defend them in their progress. 

A union, however, such as this, was not likely 
to remain unbroken. Craft and policy on the one 
side, and ambition, enthusiasm, and the love of 
gain on the other, are bad allies ; and it would be 
a difficult matter to determine, in a strict compass, 
the respective justice or dishonesty of the two par- 
ties. Alexis, when the complaints of the Euro- 
peans reached his ears, made some show of atten- 
tion to their requests, and paid the ransom of se- 
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▼era! knights and noblemen who had fallen into 
the hands of the Moslem. But against the states 
of the fallen Bohemond he -waged almost continual 
war ; and when that prince escaped from captivity, 
he prepared to defend himself, by assailing the 
emperor from the ships of Pisa and Genoa. But 
Bohemond was soon reduced to seek protection by 
flight ; and so narrowly was he watched by the enemy, 
that he only succeeded in escaping his yigilance by 
coQcealing himself in a coffin. In Europe, however, he 
was received with the most flattering honours. The 
King of France gave him one of his daughters in 
marriage, and the Pope bestowed upon him the 
standard of Saint Peter. Thus supported, he sum- 
moned the knights of France and Italy to fight for 
him, and the cause of truth, against the faithless 
Emperor ; and having collected an army sufficient- 
ly numerous, began his march to the East. But 
his expectations of conquest were destroyed by 
the prudence or superior power of Alexis ; and 
having laid siege to Durazzo unsuccessfully, he 
shortly after died of chagrin. 

The aflairs of the Christians were at this time 
in the most unpromising condition. Confusion and 
distress prevailed in Antioch after the death of 
Bohemond; and it was with difficulty the King 
of Jerusalem succeeded in reconciling Tancred — 
who had hitherto governed the principality dur- 
ing the absence of Bohemond — and Baldwin du 
Bourg, who now claimed it as his possession. The 
Prince of Edessa was so reduced in his finances, 
that he was obliged, it is said, to promise his beard 
as security for some money which he borrowed 
for the payment of his soldiers. Jerusalem was 
preserved from much of the distress sufiered by 
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liiese secondary states, by the concourse oi ' pil- 
grims which frequented it, and still more by the 
assistance which it received from the reviving 
spirit of commerce. It has been already mention- 
ed how greatly it increased in wealth and import- 
ance while its Moslem governors had the prndence 
to encourage the mercantile intercourse of its in- 
habitants with the people of the West. Several 
of the sea-ports of Syria had fallen under the suc- 
cessful attacks of the crusaders. I'he maritime 
cities of Italy closely pursued every advantage 
which had been gained by their more chivalroni 
precursors ; and thus, while succours were afiPord- 
ed the latter, without which thousands who escap- 
ed the general carnage must have perished, Eu** 
rope was also benefited by the market which was 
opened for her commodities, and the encourage- 
ment thus given to her enterprising merchants. 

A.D.I 1 12. Tripoli, j^iblos, Sarepta, Sidon, 
and some smaller fortresses, were added to the ter- 
ritory of the Christians about this time ; and such 
was the terror which their successes inspired, that 
armies, which seemed fitted to annihilate a force 
ten times as numerous, dispersed, without ventur- 
ing a battle. We must also refer to the same pe- 
riod the death of Raymond, Count of Tholouse, 
who fell in the siege of Tripoli, and that of the 
noble and generous Tancred, who perished from 
wounds received in battle. 

The King of Jerusalem, encouraged by the suc- 
cess which had hitherto attended his arms, pre- 
pared for wider conquests. The Emir of Damas- 
cus afforded him an opportunity of distinguishing 
himself against the Turks of Bagdad, who, having 
had reason to suspect the fidelity or proper con- 
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dact of that governor, sent an army against him 
which was to deprive him both of his principality 
and his life. Seeing no other means of safety, the 
Emir applied to the Christians for succour ; and 
with their united strength, they succeeded in driv- 
ing the boasting forces back to their angry master. 
After this, Baldwin made an expedition into Egypt, 
and arrived within three days' journey of Cairo. 
Having pillaged the town of Pharamia, he return- 
ed with the confident expectation of being shortly 
able to make himself master of the great capital 
of the Moslems in that quarter of the world. But 
he was suddenly taken ill, and died ; employing 
his last breath in comforting his weeping friends, 
and exhorting them to pursue the successes they 
bad obtained, and to bury him beside his brother 
Godfrey. 

A.D. 1113. Baldwin du Bourg had been no- 
minated by the late King as his successor ; bat 
this disposition of the crown was at first disputed 
by some of the nobles, who desired to elevate 
Eustache, the brother of Godfrey, to the vacant 
throne. The opposition, however, was not long 
continued, and tlie will of the deceased prince was 
followed. 

Although the kingdom of Jerusalem, with il^ 
dependencies, formed a state entirely independent 
of those which had been formed by Baldwin and 
Bohemond, no part of the Christian possessions 
could be exposed to imminent danger, without the 
rest being endangered likewise ; and it was probably ^ 
owing to the want of a closer union between tfa^ k^ 
rulers of the three principalities, that they were so kt 
frequently on the point of falling into the hands of ^e 
-their former masters. The evil efifects of a dii»-. itij^ 
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joiiited interest were strongly felt by Baldwin the 
Second, in the first year of his reign. Antioch 
was attacked by the united armies of Persia and 
Syria, under the Prince Ylgazi ; and the Chris- i 
tians, overpowered both by the numbers of the ene- \ 
my, and their vain terror at some supposed pro* 
digy, were totally routed. The plains of Artesia 
were the scene of this fearful conflict, which gave 
to the spot on which it was fought, the appellation 
of the ^' Field of Blood." The terrified citizens of 
Antioch were comforted, however, in the midst of 
their panic, by the arrival of the King of Jerusalem ; 
who, having received the benediction of the Patri- 
arch, proceeded at once in pursuit of the victorious 
Moslems. His arms were attended with brilliant 
success : the chiefs of the hostile army fled in the 
midsl; of the battle ; and he returned to his own 
territories, crowned with honour, and with the 
blessings of the people he had delivered. 

The assistance which Baldwin had afforded to 
Antioch, he next endeavoured to extend to the State 
of Edessa, now suffering under equal distresses. 
Bat on this occasion he was less fortunate. The 
nephew of Ylgazi had taken the Prince of Edessa 
and his cousins prisoners, and loaded them with 
irons. Baldwin, soon after his arrival, shared their 
&te, and his subjects were thrown into the deepest 
affliction and consternation. 

A terrible instance of true chivalrous valour was 
giren on this occasion. Fifty Armenians deter- 
minied to attempt the delivery of the princes from 
the fortress, in the dungeons of which they were 
confined. Having gained an entrance under the 
disguise of merchants, they instantly put the guard^ 
to death, broke the . chains of the captives, void 
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possessed themselves of considerable booty. But 
before they could escape^ or summon fresh forces 
to aid them in defending the fortress, the Torkish 
chief was at its gates, vowing, in the bitterest 
rage, that the massacre of all the Christians should 
satisfy his anger. Jocelin de Courtenay, one of 
the captives, seeing no hope of deliverance from 
almost instant destruction, unless they could gain 
the help of their fellow-warriors, offered to at^ 
tempt his escape, and bring back succours to free 
his companions from their perilous condition. His 
offer was accepted, and with great danger he 
eluded the vigilance of the enemy ; and after an 
adventurous and toilsome journey, he reached Je* 
rusalem, and speedily returned at the head of a 
brare troop of knights, eager to attempt any thing 
fbr the delivery of their monarch. But to their 
mrprise and horror, when they arrived on the 
spot where the tower had formerly stood, they 
saw only a heap of ruins, and learnt that, with the 
exception of the King, who had been removed to 
the fortress of Charan, the prisoners had all perish- 
ed beneath the walls of the castle, which had been 
undermined by the enemy. 

The sorrow caused by the captivity of the King 
of Jerusalem, was a signal for the Caliph of Egypt 
to renew his attempts on the Christian States. 
His forces were besieging Joppa, when the army 
of the faithful left the sacred city to offer him 
battle. The confidence with which they proceed- 
ed to the conflict was not discerned, and t^y 
routed the enemy almost at the first onset. 
' A. D. 1123. But by far the most important 
event which occurred about this period, was the 
arrival on the coast of a formidable fleet froqat 
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Venice* That State,, incited by the accounts which 
were continually brought to Europe of the suc- 
ceases which attended the mercantile expeditions 
of the neighbouring cities, determined on reaping 
a part of the rich harvest which the fields of Sy- 
rian warfare and commerce seemed to present. 
The armament which the Venetians sent out first, 
tried its strength on the richly laden vessels of the 
Genoese, whose valuable stores were a sufficient 
temptation for the Venetians to shed the blood of 
their Christian brethren. But shortly after this, 
they came in contact with the Saracen navy, which 
they totally dispersed or destroyed ; and Jerusalem 
Deceived the Doge, who commanded the arma- 
ment which bis city had prepared, as one of its 
sBost venerated defenders. 

But such m fleet as that which was now at the 
disposal of the Christian chiefs, was not to remain 
idle, while so many important posts were still 
poasessed by the Moslem. It was immediately 
debated, therefore, to what quarter the Venetians 
and the sworn defenders of the sacred territory 
afaonld direct their course. Some declared for 
Ascalon, others for Tyre ; and when the decision 
was referred to what was termed in those days a 
declaration of the will of God, the lot turned up 
for Tyre ; and the Venetians agreed to direct all 
their strength against that important place, if the 
Cfariatians <^ Jerusalem would agree to their enjoy- 
ing^ as the reward of victory, a third of the conquered 
€itjf a diurch, a street, a particular tribunal in all 
the towns of Palestine, and several other advan- 
tages eqiially important. These stipulations were 
assented to ; and when the army proceeded on its 
maieh 6^m Jeciiialem> the Venetian fleet aailef^ 

vol.. II. B 
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(rem the harbour of Ptolemais, where it bad been 
anchored. 

Closely beset both by sea and land, it might 
have been expected that Tyre would speedily have 
fiallen beneath the attacks of the allies ; but the 
vigilance or bravery of its defenders protracted 
die siege for several months ; and the soldiers of 
the Christian leaders were beginning to grow weary 
of their toils, unrecompensed by any of those splen- 
did prizes which they hoped would fall to their 
lot, whenever the city should be taken. To pro- 
mote the speedier completion of their design, the 
Venetians agreed to join the troops in an imme- 
diate assault ; and in the mi4dle of the sixth 
month from the commencen^ent of the siege, the 
town surrendered to the triumphant Christiana. 
Nothing coukl exceed the delight with which the 
news of this conquest was received in Jerusalem* 
Banners were displayed in every quarter of the 
town ; flowers and olive branches strewed the 
streets ; the ringing of bells added to the calm and 
Serious gladness which becomes a religious festi- 
val ; and the Te Deuni was chanted with gestures 
of devout joy. 

One of the good consequences of this victory 
was the delivery of the King from his captivity in 
Charan, who persuaded the discomfited Moslem 
to accept a ransom for his liberty. His return to 
Jerusalem was hailed with' the most loyal en- 
thusiasm ; and he immediately put himself at the 
head of his army, and defeated the Turks, who 
had been making attempts on Antioch. But he 
did not live long to enjoy his triumphs, or extend 
the conquests of his people ; and, after a reign of 
twelve years, several of which had been passed ia 
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esplivity} he died, leariog bis throne to Foalqae 
of Adjou, who had married his daughter Melisin-* 
da. His life is reported to have been spent in 
acts of the most bumble piety, as well as in deeds 
of valour. 

A.D. 1131. The new monarch of Jerusalem had 
been led to Palestine, to recover himself from thc|^ 
melancholy with which he was overwhelmed for 
the loss of his former wife. He came to the 
crown when the sacred territories were disturbed 
by internal causes of weakness. . The late King 
bad imitated the example of Baldwin the First, 
and called a council, by the aid of which he en- 
deavoured to improve the state of manners among 
his people, and repress the disorders which were 
beginning to destroy the morality of all classes* 
3nt the absence of the prince from his dominions, 
and the unsettled state in which an incessant war- 
fere kept his territories, prevented the re-establish- 
ment of order ; and Foulque had scarcely ascend- 
ed the throne, before he was summoned to assist 
the distressed inhabitants of Antioch, whom civil 
dissensions, as well as the approach of the Mos- 
lems, kept in a continual state of anarchy and pe- 
ril. By a prudent piece of policy, he restored 
tranquillity for a time to the distressed state ; and 
having married the defenceless daughter of the 
late prince to Raymond of Poictiers, left him as 
the best defender that could be found for her and 
her subjects. A few years after, Antioch was 
threatened by the Greek Emperor ; but the storm 
was eluded, and the monarch generously retired 
irom the city, to make a. pilgrimage to Jerusalemi, 
from wbicbi however, he was deterred by an inti- 
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msdon which was given hini) that he mmt enter 
it not as a monarch, but as a simple pilgrim. 

A. D. 1145. Foolque was more than sixty yean 
old when he was crowned King of Jerusalem, and 
of an infirm constitution ; and, after a short reagn^ 
in which it is supposed the Christians lost much 
of their military vigour, he left his dominions to 
his son, Baldwin the Third? at the time of his 
father's death only twelve years of age. 

As soon as the young prince escaped from the 
trammels which his ambitious mother Melisinda 
would have placed upon his actions, he exhibited 
his want of prudence, and the impetuosity of his 
character, hy attemptbg to surprise Bosra, the 
siege of which he had been induced to undertake, 
by the vain promises of an Armenian stranger. 
Opposed in his march by an active enemy, and 
euiOfering under the burning heat of the snn, where 
the scanty water-courses had been all poisoned he^ 
fore his approach, he was only able to support the 
spirits of his followers by the promise of the rich 
booty which it was expected they would find at 
the end of their distressing march. The Armenian 
who had persuaded him to the enterprise, was the 
governor of Bosra, under the Prince of Damascos^ 
to whose territory it belonged. No difficulty, 
therefore, was to be anticipated, if they could reach 
the city in safety, and with this encouragement 
they patiently supported all the fatigues and dan- 
gers of the route. But, to their astonishment and 
grief« on their arrival before the gate of the town, 
a defiance was sent them by the wife of the govei^ 
nor, who, despising the ti-eachery of her husband, 
had summoned the garrison to arms, headed it 
herself, and was now prepared to resist the King 
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of Jerasaletn, with his' gulled and disappointed 
troops. 

Their retreat was attended with still greater 
enls than those which had pursued them in their 
i^)proach. The Saracens, not heing ahle to de- 
stroy ihem by a direct attack, set fire to the brnsh- 
wood with which the arid plains oyer which they 
had to pass were thickly covered. The flames and 
smoke, which soon enreloped them, filled them with 
horror and consternation ; their faces and armour 
were frightfully blackened ; and in expectation of 
utter destruction, they besought the Bishop of 
-Nazareth to pray for heavenly succour. The sup- 
plications of the prelate were, it is said, heard. 
The wind changed ; a knight, mounted on a white 
horse, and bearing a red standard, was suddenly 
seen at the head of the army ; and they at last 
reached Jerusalem, rejoicing in their unexpected 
and miraculous delivery. 

Bat the most powerful enemy of the Christiana 
at thia time was Zengui, the celebrated founder 
of the Atabeck dynasty, and who had established 
htmself in Mosul, Alep, and other Syrian cities, 
fit>m whence he threatened the Christians, by the 
boldness of his troops, and the skill with which he 
led tbem to battle. The city of Edessa had for a 
long time tempted his rapacity and ambition ; and 
the weakness of the young prince, Jocelin, son of 
Jocelin de Courtenay, now afforded him a favour- 
able opportunity for attempting its conquest. 

At a moment when the city and its prince were 
•nnk in a treacherous feeling of security, Zengui 
surprised them from their slumbers, and immedi* 
ately prepared for the assault. What added to 
tiM terror of tlie inhabitants, was the absence of 

B 2 
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Jocelin, with his principal nobles, at hiii eouiitiy 
seat, and succours were in vain looked for, either 
from him, or any of the distant Christians. The 
siege was therefore carried on by the Saracens 
with every certainty of success ; but, though scarce* 
ly a hope remained to the inhabitants of being long 
able to hold out, his summons to surrender was 
proudly rejected. They then prepared themselves, 
by mutual exhortations, to suffer as martyrs, ni« 
tfaer than fall into the hands of the infidel ; and in 
this disposition Zengui found them, when, after % 
siege of twenty-eight days, he forced the barriers, 
and entered the city with his victorious army. A 
terrible massacre followed this event. From the 
rising of the sun, to three o'clock in the afternoon, 
the slaughter continued without intermission ; and 
the Moslems celebrated their triumph, as that of 
Mahomet and his faith, over a race of people who 
adored a stone, or an empty sepulchre. But the 
triumph of the chief was of short duration ; and 
lie perished by the hands of his slaves, soon after 
he departed from Edessa. 

The death of Zengui encouraged Jocelin to at- 
tempt the recovery of Edessa ; and having collected 
some of his most faithful followers, he succeeded in 
making his way into the city during a dark night ; 
and, opening the gates to the rest of his party, be 
regained possession of his capital. Bnt the at- 
tempt, though thus far successful, threatened them 
with immediate ruin. Nourredin, one of the sons 
of the late conqueror, suddenly appeared before 
Edessa. The messengers which the prince had sent 
to implore the aid of the Christian brethren had 
not been prosperous in their mission ; and he fomid 
himself enclosed in a place which, being mipro- 
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Tided with the necessaiy means of defSmce^ Mrred 
ae a prison, in which he and bis companions were 
prevented from escaping the fory of their enemiesy 
rather than as a fortress, in which they had any 
diance of resisting his attacks. 

In this state of despair, no hope of safety ap* 
peared to present itself, hut in an attempt at flight. 
Means were therefore immediately taken to ren« 
der the enterprise as safe as circumstances woold 
allow. In the middle of the night the gates were 
silently opened. The impatient maltitnde haa« 
tened forth, followed by Jocelin and the soldiers, 
and made the best of their way towards the camp 
of the enemy. But before they had left the city 
a sufficient time to allow of their escape through 
the slumbering ranks of the besiegers, the Sara<* 
cens, who had retained possession of the citadel, 
were roused by the trampling of the fugitives, 
and, calling to arms, instantly pursued them. Nour* 
redin, by this time apprised of what was going 
on, rushed upon the Christians with the foremoti 
of his troops, and rage uid despair prevailed on 
every side of the gloomy battle»field. The dark* 
ness of the night, however, greatly assisted the 
Christians, whose little band of warriors would 
otherwise have been crushed under the numerous 
forces of the Moslem. Having succeeded in Core* 
faig a passage, several of the fugitives fled into the 
neighbouring plains, but were pursued and slangh* 
tered by the enemy ; so that before the conflict 
was ended, thirty thousand Christians had perished 
in the contest for Edessa, and no less than sixteen 
thousand been made prisoners. Nourredin banish- 
ed all who remained in the city, and destroyed ito 
citadel, its ramparts, and churches. 
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Oar attention miut now be directed to the ris- 
ing influence of the Hospitallers and Templars, 
who, by uniting in the closest manner, all the duties 
of monks with those of warriors, became the fore- 
most supports of the Holy State. The origin of 
these orders is traced back to the year 870, when a 
monk named Bemhard instituted an hospital in 
the ralley of Jehosaphat, near the church of Saint 
Mary, for the reception of pilgrims from the West. 
This edifice was gradually enlarged through the 
succeeding centuries, and became an extensive mo« 
nastery, to which the piety of its inhabitants added 
another hospital for their poor brethren, and dedi* 
cated it to St John, the Patriarch of Alexandria. 

About the time when Jerusalem was first reco** 
Tered from the Saracens, Gerhard of Provence arriv^ 
ed in the Holy City and determined to devote him- 
self to the service of his fellow- believers in the bos* 
pital of St John. But so great was his charity, that 
he extended it even to unbelievers, and every tongue 
apoke the praises of his incomparable benevolence* 
Several young cavaliers united themselves with this 
excellent man ; and, separating from the monastery 
which confined their exertions wit|)in too narrow 
a circle, they took a particular vowi, and assumed 
a black habit, with a white cross worked upon the 
breast, as the garment of their order. With the 
•^ most faithful devotion to their office, they relieved 
' the poor, attended the sick and wounded, and sup- 
ported the infirm, wherever they were to be met 
with. Their self-denial and patience of fatigue 
aided them in their benevolent pursuits ; and when 
Godfrey saw the good they were every where 
diffiuing by their pious labours, he bestowed 
upon the order the rich lordship of Montbeire 
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im Bnbant.^ Baldwiiialso beBtowed iqwrn tlMB 
% part of the bootj which he obtained in his 
Tieteries over the Moslems ; and hj these gifts 
and those of succeeding prioceSy the Poor Knights 
of Saint John acqohred possessions of great Tahie 
and extent. The order, consequently, was short- 
ly after established in Europe ; and seTeral houses 
dedicated to its service were erected in Sicily, 
Spain, and various parts of Italy. But with 
the possession of wealth, it lost its primitive sim- 
plicity and usefulness ; and by a bull of the Pope, 
which freed it from subjection to the Patriarch of 
JemsaleiB, room was made for the introduction of 
corraption and misrule. 

Gerhard died in the reign of Baldwin the First, 
and Raymond Dupuy was chosen to. succeed him 
as chief of the order. The disposition of the new 
master was less mild and humble than that of the 
founder ; and having remodelled' the statutes, to 
which he added many new obligations, he made it 
a part of the Hospitallers' duty to fight against the 
h^el as well as attend the sick* But his laws 
were marked by great severity ; and the discipline 
which he inculcated was fitted to raise the dignity. 
Mid support the pretension of the order. To those 
of the brethren who performed the functions of 
religion, he gave directions that they ^iere to per- 
form all their offices in white garments, and exer- 
cise their duty with becoming seriousness and re- 
gularity. The Grand Master, who possessed a 
general authority over all the affairs of the order, 
was to be obeyed in the most uniform manner ; 
and to him it belonged to preside in the supreme 
coaiMal, in which he had two votes, and to appoint 
all the officers concerned in the a&irs of &e so- 
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dety, whether in Palestine, or in any of the states 
of Enrope. With regard to the common members 
of the order, they were forbidden to wear any 
costly raiment, especially the skins of wild beasts ; 
in which prohibition, it seems probable, allusion 
was made to the passion which had long existed 
among persons of rank for rich and expensive furs. 
In their journeys, they were directed to travel two 
or three together ; but to choose their companions^ 
not according to their private likings, but as their 
undertaking might be best promoted by their asso- 
ciates. When they came to any place in which 
there was a house belonging to the order, they 
were obliged to take up their lodgings with the 
brethren, be content with whatever fare was set 
before them, and not wander about to seek any 
better accommodation. A curious direction m 
also added to the above, namely, that they should 
each of them provide himself with a light, which 
he should take care to keep burning daring the 
night near where he slept, lest his life might be 
put in danger by the wicked enemy. The errors 
into which any of the brethren might fall, were 
punished with the severest penances ; and bread 
and water were, during a certain time of their mor- 
tification, the only nourishment allowed them. The 
general habit of the order has been already men- 
tioned ; but soon after its assuming a military cha- 
racter, those who engaged in war were allowed to 
wear a scarlet surcoat, with an embroidered cross 
of silver. 

A. D. 1119. While the Hospitallers, or Knights 
of Saint John, were rising into power and distinc- 
tion, another order of a similar nature was gra- 
dually preparing to ri?al it, both in splendour and 
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iniiie&oe. Among die many braire knights who 
had followed Godfrey to Jerusalem, there were 
nine whose deep piety and fervent devotion to the 
cause of the faithful acted as a strong incitement to 
their uniting with each other in strict and affection- 
ate friendship. Hugo of Payence, and Godfrey of 
Saint Omer, were at the head of this little band 
of pious warriors ; and they bound themselves by 
a vow to pass a life of chastity and humiliation ; to 
fight for the protection of the objects which claim*^ 
ed their veneration ; and travel through the most 
dangerous , and least defended parts of the Holy 
Land in furtherance of their devout profession* 
In the reign of Baldwin the Second, when a great 
number of other knights professed their desire to 
associate themselves with these nobleMen, the bo* 
dety subjected itself to the rules of Saint Augus- 
tine ;. and the King, in order to encourage an in- 
stitution so calculated to increase the glory of his 
reigtty and assist in the general advancement of the 
Chnstian cause, gave the members of the new es- 
tablishment a part of his palace for their residence ; 
and this being near the Temple of Solomon, they 
thence took the title of Knights of the Temple, or 
Templars. Many valuable benefactions soon in- 
creased the power of this order. Foulqne, Count 
of Anjou, had so high an esteem for it, that he 
contributed yearly thirty pounds of silver to its 
support. Many other noblemen showed an equal 
desire to contribute to its splendour and useful- 
ness ; and it continued to increase in importance^ 
till it was doubtful whether the valour, or the pride 
and luxury of its members, were the greater. 

The manner in which these monks of chivalry 
were introdm^d to their order, recalla to our recol- 
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teetion what has been ak eady ^d respeetiBf the 
ceremonies generally performed at the admission 
<tf lany ehevaUer to the honour of kmghthood* 
Bat, in the present case, the spirit of the wairiov 
was entirely subjected to the vows of the religion- 
ist ; whereas, in others, it was allowed as much 
freedom as it could desire, if they were ready 4o 
assist the church in its particular extremities* - . 

When a noviciate was to be- admitted to the or- 
der of the Templars, the chapter of the society 
met during the night in some church or chi^iel ; 
and the customary rites having been peiibrmedy 
the knight who presided sent two of his hrethran 
to demand of the candidate, if he desired to . he 
admitted into the order ? This message was three 
times repeated ; and the novice having, in xetnm^ 
asked for bread and water as many times, he was 
introduced to the assembly of the brethren, and 
the premdent then addressed him in this manner t 
" The perils which yon will have to meet, in fmr- 
snance of the vows you are about to take, are ma^ 
ay and imminent. The rules of onr order, alsa^ 
are severe and strict. You will have to suffer hnn* 
g^ and thirst, when you desire to eat and driiik ; 
to watch when you wish to sleep, and to pass into 
another, country, when you desire to remain in the 
one where yon are dwelling." Having thus wam«< 
ed him of the hardships to which he would expose 
himself, by becoming their associate,, the chief 
continued : " Is it your desire to become a kniglia 
of this order ? Are you sound of body ? Aie 
you married, or under an engagement of marriage? 
Do you belong to any other order ? Have yoa 
any debts which you or yonr friends are not able 
to pay ? If the aoswers to these iaqfnriea wen 
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8IU& a» satisfied tlie' chapter, the candidate mm 
nod criled upon ia take the following oath : — " I 
mmne to demote my conversation, mystrengthy 
and my Hfe, to defend the iaith of one God, and 
the mysteries of the Gospel. I promioe to be sn^ 
iliiHSTe and obedient' to the Grand-master of the 
order. Whenever the Saiaoens shall attack any 
pos seesi o ns of the Cbristiaas, I will pass the seas 
to deliTvr my brelhr«D. I will render the aid of 
my arm to iite chnrch and to kings, in battle a- 
gainst the inidel. Whenever I am opposed by but 
limse enemies I will combat with them, and aerer 
fee ; I will contend with them alone, il they be 
infidels.*' 

' The duties which the Templar imposed upon 

himself by this oiah, rendered him, if refigion could 

in airy instance be propagated by the sword, tho 

most fatlhftil missionary the church ever had. The 

fooiidation of idl his other obligations was, to war 

without ceasing against the disbelievers ; and so 

strongly were ihey bonnd to consider this by the 

esfaibition of the highest Christian virtue, that they 

w«re AOt permitted to proceed to battle without 

hmmg taken part in the celebration of the most 

holy ordinances of reKgion. 

- The infiuence of these orders upon the affairs 

of Christendom, was as prejudicial both to private 

and general piety, as it was favourable to the 

sehemes of a corrupt church. When chivalry was 

fipii inetitiited, it may be argued with justice, the 

^ower which the ministers of religion acquired 

over the turbulent spirits of the age, contributed 

to restratn their viol^ce within narrower limits^ 

saadi Ut soften many of the barbarous usages of war. 

b^e refigioih or tha vdice of her ministers,. 

vol.. II* c 
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was in opposition to that of the men who delight-, 
ed in blood and violence. It consecrated their 
swords, only that it might prevent their being 
drawn, when truth and justice manifestly forbade 
the conflict ; and, if it sometimes roused the war- . 
rior to battle, its commands were always mingled 
wji^h some sentiment that gave at least an outward 
grace of. humanity to the valour and desperation 
of knightly prowess. But when the church began 
to regard the sword as her rightful weapon i^inst 
the infidel, and taught the bloody doctrines of war 
as a part of her ritual, the most cruel dispositions 
of man's nature were better ends to salvation than 
the purest breathings of the spirit ; the blood of 
his Saviour was hardly more efficacious in the 
work, than that which he made to flow from the 
heart of the disbeliever ; and the best sign which 
he could 'give of faith, and all the graces which 
should accompany it, was the joy he felt in tram- 
pling to death the miserable objects of his wrath* ' 
Much, of course, must still have depended on 
the personal dispositions of the individuals who 
composed the religions orders of knighthood. Hu- 
manity is not easily perverted by rules which con- 
tradict its laws; and many instances were no 
doubt continually occurring, in which these cham- 
pions of Christendom, who, by the laws of their 
society, were to su£fer degradation if they with- 
drew their hand from the work of destmction» 
manifested a love of mercy, and only the generous 
virtues which belonged to chivalry in its purest 
forms. But in theory, the principles upon which 
the military orders of the church were established, 
struck at the heart of all that was good and ex* 
cellent in her profeasioD, and converted the bi«-^ 



AND THE CnUSADES* SI 

fiery of s^ddien into the savage cruelty of fanatics. 
What was to he expected from such a system ? 
Id a short time> the feelings exhibited by the foun- 
ders of ^e institutions, men of pious and enthu- 
siastic, but humble dispositions, were no longer 
to be seen exercising any influence over their dis- 
ciples ; pride and licentious luxury rendered their 
▼ows of poverty, and every rule of their discipline, 
a mere mockery ; continual and destructive con- 
. tests* were waged between the members of the one, 
and those of the other fraternity ; and before any 
rery long period was past, the church itself was 
obliged to.take into consideration the scandalous 
vices of which its warlike children were accused 
of comnaitting. 

. In the establishment of the monkish orders of 
chivalry, the principles in which chivalry itself 
eommenoed reached their full and most perfect 
devei<^mest ; they had triumphed completely over 
every barrier to their diffusion. In the flrst stage 
of their progress, they had created a religious sol- 
diery ; in the second, and more remarkable one, 
they raised up a military priesthood. The flower 
of European knights took upon themselves the 
TOWS of a monastic life, renounced every object of 
hope or ambition which was not in common with 
those of their order ; and, retaining all their pas- 
sion for war, wild adventure and desperate daring, 
were subject to a discipline of self-denial, penitence, 
and humility, which might vie in strictness with 
those of any of the purely religious fraternities. 
The eloquent preacher of the Second Crusade de- 
seribed them as in every way answering to what 
.WAS to be expected from a society composed ao* 
eardiog to the strictest rules of ecclesiastical dis- 
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ctpline. ^< They live/' he said, <' without faaTiiig 
any thing as their own^ not eyen their wiH. Siia* 
ply chid aad covered with dost, their eonntenamse 
aip])ears burnt with the beat of the aim, and is 
haughty and severe. When they approach to battle^ 
tiiey arm themselves with fiitfa inside, and wHh 
fire outside ; their courage is vnshaken in danger^ 
and they fear neither the ^nsngth nor the nvmber 
of their enemies. They place their whoie trust ai 
the God of armies ; and in fightmg fw his. gknrf, 
tiiey seek a certain victory, 4a a holy and honovr- 
able death. 

But it may reasonably be doubted whetbcv efai- 
▼afay did not suffer greatly by this union of its 
light and brilliant spirit, with the stiaage and un- 
natural institutions of which we are speakhig^ - Ita 
gallantry, its gay and festil^e bearing, its courto- 
ousness and grace, were changed for severer eha- 
racteristics ; but in most cases they were bofltnid 
for only an affected severity of maaners, and tiraa 
knighthood lost its best and brightest pruicipiey 
tiie devotion to truth — ^its fearless and constant 
following of what was esteemed generous wad nra- 
morable. Bound to the observance of rules which 
they were continually tempted to vidate, they mt 
last became schooled in the same arts of hypo* 
crisy as their ecclesiastical predecessors ; and tfaM> 
proud, noble-hearted kniglit, learnt to look witk 
little horror on a species of trickery which it ill 
became a fearless and honourable knight to 
tise. By giving him, however, a rubric fc^ 
guide, instead of the pure and simple precepts 
which had hitherto been deemed sufficient to cany 
a knight through all temptations and difficnkies9 
the feeling of personal respODsibility^ and the «•* 
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fiMment and delicacy of honour, founded on. per* 
Mwal feeling, were greatly weakened ; and a eold 
and formal observance of chivalrous maxims Bnp« 
plied' the place of that willing service which had 
been yielded by the primitive knights, and in the 
dByB of their freedom. 

This is a most important epoch in the history 
of chivalry ; and it is deserving of a much longer 
consideration than can be here given to it. The 
power which the Roman Pontiffs acquired by the 
institution of military orders of churchmen, was of 
the utmost consequence to their security and gran- 
deulr. While the Christians of Palestine rejoiced 
in the increase and establishment of champions in 
whom they liad reason to place the utmost con- 
fidence, Europe had another chain foiged for 
ho* by l^e same occurrence ; and the free dif- 
fomon of truth was rendered more distant than 
-ever by the boldness with which the great spi- 
ritual oppressor of the nations was now enabled 
to defy all enemies whatsoever. The influence of 
^ powerful combination thus effected between 
the church and the chivalry of Europe, was not, it 
is true, immediately taken advantage of ; but the 
discovery of what might be performed by such a 
imioD was' early made, and no means were left un- 
employed by the Court of Rome to pursue the 
prize which seemed offered to its eager grasp. It 
18 impossible to measure the exact extent to which 
any one event influences those which follow ; but 
it is not unlikely that the tyranny of the Popes 
would have been destroyed centuries before it was, 
bmd it not been for the principle introduced at the 
time; of whidi we are speaking ; the principle. 
namely, of making avowed religionists of the me 

c 2 
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whQ couid.bert fight for the ioterests of ^e clnifeii; 
It is also equally probable, that the doctrine, wfaidi 
made it an act of the greatest demotion that a 
cburchmao could perform, to slaaghter as • man^' 
Moslems as he was able, afforded no slight ium« 
rishment to the furious spirit ef persecution, whicli« 
a few centuries after, poured itself out, Hke a vial 
of vniUi, upon the states of Europe, it had been 
declared by the authority of popes and cardinals, 
that the sword ought not to be sheathed while dti* 
believers were in the way of the church, or op^ 
posed the conquering progress of her sons. The 
nghiy in a word, of blood-shedding bad beea le» 
galised by the most sacred of princes, and of blood*' 
shedding from motives purely religious or eedesi^ 
asticaL WheacircomstaBces therefoite arose, whidi 
turned the attention of the church towards faere» 
tics instead of infidels, or rather towards those of 
its own community, who hated its cermptioii% 
it made no hesitation in dooming the ofienden ta 
destruction ; it had familiavized itself to the skmgli^ 
ter of its opponents ; and there was nothkigstrange 
in the sight of blood, so long as it flowed fhna 
men who disbelieTed.in its pretensions to onrrer- 
sal power, and infalliUe righteoutoness. ' 

It was about this period, also, that thegfwa 
theatre of Christian conflict had another -set c^ae^ 
tors upon its stage. We can but barely aHude lo 
that extiaordinary people, the Ismaelians of Pemiaa 
and Syria, or, as they are more generally termed^ 
the Assassins ; but Oriental antiquarians have l^ 
greed in describing them as a race of faaaiics, af 
whom it is difficult to say whedier they w«re laeva 
remarkable for their desperate' acts <^ valour, ar 
their devotwn and attachment to their chief. Thay 
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Utlttir origuiinlkefliivliapKeddiapnteB fvWek m^ 

rose among the disciples of MahoBM^ Blmmt tfa* 

mammt he^oqiindySiidaekiMMrlcdgedas thdirfiivii- 

iuij.Hwmmh «ke eon of Safalmh^ • mtxn «f Cli**r 

asBHi. SooB alter the fint Cnuid*^ they ostif- 

fcHihf d -a mkmj betwvein Tripofi aiid Torton; 

■id to 4iw ehief of thb iMUui) tlie Chintiatis gatv 

Ihe «ppfl&rtM tif the QU Mam ^tke JMoimAmIi. 

Tlie adfica mp o o s enterprises wkich were «a»« 

dartdEoa hy the £i^kwerB of this .pnnoe, anrpaaseil 

the wildest achieTements of the kni§^ of Cfaii»» 

toidom; and ao instanee can perhaps he ioiltui 

of snehr a •oompAele pnastration of self-will wad 

Masaa to the coraiaand «f another^ as was axfai« 

hktad kff the snbjecM of the Old Man of^MBm^ 

kuttgin- EroBi his ten castles near Moant LUauras, 

he difivsed temyr^ bf the &iBe of his exploits, over 

EmiM «9 wtXL as ABia4 He had only' aixtf. thoa*< 

sandAobjeots ;; hat they were armed with lii^gev^ 

wfaioii^ at the signal ef their chtel^ they w«re ready 

to plant in the hearts of sMmarcha on their ifaronea^ 

ant to make their way throagh the most fearfal 

pecila to eifeet their object. The means wbieh \m 

had eoployed tu gain tliis complete ascendancy 

over the mijMlB of his people^ were appeals to tfaw 

JMagi n Bliowi which it only recpired a belief m hia 

dirine mission to render omnipotent. Faradis» 

aeen opening its goiden portak to the luthM 

of bis will ; and that hope might not 

grow aifik with too long an expectation of delight, 

die passage was apread with the real hixuries of 

life. Wlien the appetite was in danger of lagging, 

it warn stimalaled by deUcions Hqnon ; and in tbe 

mmneat t^ intooncatioB, the ohjeols aaost calcnla-' 

ted to inflame desire were presented before tb« 
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ddnded votaiy^ as evidences to the tnith'of tlM* 
prophet's. doctrines. v • * 

By these artifices the Ismaelians were alike* pre-* 
pared to serve their chief, whether he called them 
to tiie hanqnet or the battle-field; whether to^ 
listen to his promises of felicity, or undertake the 
secret destruction of his enemies. The inventionv 
which they employed to effect their purposes were' 
frequently as remarkable as the courage necessary 
for the execution. They professed any religfon^' 
when it might serve to assist their designs ; tra* 
veiled under every variety of disguise, and intro- 
duced themselves into houses and palaces, *as pro*^ 
feasors of all kinds of learned arts. A curious in- 
stance of this facility in personating the character 
required, is related by M. Jourdain. A celebrated 
Persian doctor, says he, was accused of secretly 
inclining to the doctrines of the hated Ismaelians* 
To clear himself of an accusation so dangerous to 
his reputation and his life, he mounted a- pulpit^- 
and publicly declared his inaocenoe, by pnmonnciog^ 
aeveral maledictions against the sect. Information 
of this occurrence having been conveyed ' to the 
chief of the Assassins, who had emissaries ready 
to give him intelligence of whatever was done by 
his most distant friends or enemies, he charged 
one of his faithful guards with the duty of taking* 
revenge on the learned Persian. 

The Ismaelian having gained an introductioa 
into the house of his intended victim, continued 
there seven months, no opportunity occurring in 
diat time to aid him in his purposes. One day^ 
however, being alone with the doctor, he sudden- 
ly fastened the doors of the apartment, drew hia 
dagger, and precipitating iiimself upon the aate* 
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BHfaed Peniaii Md iiim down bf nitiiig; on ins 
breut. The doctor demanded the reason of this 

* » 

violenoBy and the Aasassm replied, <^ I intend to 

rip tbee up from the narel to the lireaet. "•««-*< For 

w^ai reaoon ? *' said the Pereian ; and be wae m- 

fgrmed that iateltigence had reached his roaater 

of the corses which he had pnbUcly prmaanced 

against the Ismaelians. Withovt hentation, the 

doctw denied having spoken willingly against 

them ; and the Assassin^ freemgiUm from hia grasp, 

said, ^ I had no order to kiil thee ; if it had been 

oliierwise, I should not have delayed or faihsd 

to do it. Know, now, that Mohammed salntes 

diee ; -he desires that yoa would bonoar Idm by 

eoming to his castie ; yoa will then became an 

aill<*powerfiil goveraor, for he wUl obey thee blindly**' 

To this strange sdntatioa he added, ** We reckon 

'as nothing the disconrse of the people. Their 

inanlts have no effect upon ns ; but for yon, 

yon ought not to speak against na, or to eensnsa 

our conduct ; for your words imprint themselTes 

in our hearts, as the lines of the graTer on the 

stone. "-*«-*'^ It is impessiUe," refdied the doctor, 

^* that I should go to the castle ; bnt I will wil- 

iiagly proflDise to i^eak no mom in a manner dbnt 

wuLj be dbpleasing to your soveveign. " At heaa- 

log vHiicb, the Assassin drew from his girdle three 

hnadred and sixty pieces of gold, and said, ** Bo* 

hold your pension for a year ; and it has been r»> 

soiTod by itke $Mme dwan that you should every 

year receive a like sum. I hai^e also with metsfo 

io<»es of yomen^ which your domestics must take, fior 

our master sent them for you« *' Hanag said this, 

the lamaeMan instantly disappeared, and the doctor 
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continued for several yean to receiTe the pionised 
pension. • 

The terror with which the Old Man of the Moun- 
tains inspired his enemies, rendered him a valoable 
-ally; and his assistance was often sought by mo- 
- narchs, who found the power and wealth of a king- 
dom unable to effect what the chief of the Ismael- 
ians could perform by a word. The Christian 
princes did not disdain to employ his resources 
against their foes ; and as there was a bitter en- 
mity existing between the tribe of the Assassins 
and the Turks of Syria, the former were not un- 
willing to unite with the crusaders in their assault 
on the Mussulman cities. To Baldwin the Second 
they o£fered to give Damascus, which they agreed 
to assist him in surprising, in exchange for Tyre ; 
but six thousand of them fell in the defeated 
scheme.. Paneas, however, was delivered up to the 
. Christians by an Ismaelian governor ; and the 
prince of Moussul was murdered in the middle of 
m moeque, to do them pleasure. 

But to return to our narrative: The fall of 
Edesaa filled the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the 
other Christian cities with dismay. It formed, 
with Antioch, the strongest barrier which they 
possessed against the power of the Moslem ; and 
vHien they heard of its destruction, they wept in 
despair, as if the enemy might be hourly expected 
aft their gates. The military spirit which had 
gk>wed so fervenUy in the first year of their con- 
quest, lost much of its ardour as the nobles began 
fto settle themselves in their several possessions ; 

* Lettre k M. Michmd, gur let Asaniiii, par M . Am, 
Jourdws. 
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and the infirmities of Foalqne of Anjon, by pre- 
venting him from parsning his advantage with the 
Tigoar of more active princes, contributed to hasten 
the decline of martial prowess. The Templars 
and Hospitallers had, it is true, arisen as the cham* 
pions of the faith ; but they were not yet suffi- 
ciently numerous to stem the torrent which seem- 
ed ready to pour down on all sides from the high 
places of Mahometan power. With the successes 
of the ralorous Zengui, the Moslems recovered 
their hopes, and began to regard the Christians as 
less invincible than they had hitherto conceived 
^em to be. The concord, also, which several of. 
the Mahometan chiefs found it necessary to en- 
courage among themselves, contributed greatly to 
augment iheir force, and make it more formidable 
to their former conquerors. None of these cir- 
comstances escaped the attention of the Christiana^ 
who, having once lost the enthusiastic idea of their 
invincibility, fell at once into the most gloomy 
desppndence. Miraculous signs in the heavens, 
which invariably presented themselves, when ei- 
ther success or misfortune wrought much upon the, 
feelings of the faithful, added to the general notion, 
of some great and imminent peril ; and the Church 
in the East again cried for succour to the princes 
of Europe. 
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CHAPTER n. 

lAimr BEBMABD— ra> 8XC0KD CKUSADV^ 

A.D. 1 147. Forty-eight years had iioir paaa- 
m since the Holy City had been made th^ pris^' 
of Christilm courage. Daring that period, it had 
been threatened with many calamities, as ^e capi- 
tal of the sacred territory, but it was still linshaihai. 
The excitement, in the meantime, which had first 
romed the Christians of Europe to undertake ita 
deliireryy eontiniied unabated ; and thoutands wliQ^ 
bad before been deterred by their dread of the IxIk 
fidel fipom attempting the' journey, now dared to 
look forward, ?ritfa devout knticipation, to the peace 
they ahould win while worstHping at the sepnichrci 
of the Sanour. 

It was wiib feelings of the deepest consterna- 
tieili th^refope, that the faithful heard of the sue- 
cess which attended the arms of the Saracens* A 
fearful apprehension pervaded the Christian world 
, tbat Jerusalem, with all its yenerable edifices, ao 
lately reconsecrated by the prayers of the be- 
lievers, was again about to fedl a sacrifice to the 
Moslem. In the meantime hospitals had ariseiiy 
a^d bands of holy men established themselves a- 
ronnd the sepulchre of the Saviour, to worship him 
by their deeds of charity, as well as prayers. 
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Clmrcbes and monuteriM inrited ChrirtiMHi fram 
all quarters of the world to enter their wide-apread 
portals ; and the remembrance of bow much had 
been done and suffered by the £uthfal aoldiera of 
the Cross, gave the sanctity of a martyr's grave to 
the whole land of Palestine* 

Thus glorioos, both in its present as well as an^ 
cient staie, every report of its danger was regard- 
ed by the most zealous of the Western Chrisl^anSt 
fs a summons to renew the contest with the infi* 
deL There were many circumstances in the situ* 
ation of the European princes favourable at this 
tine to tlie project of a second crusade. TbiHr 
chaniotera were^ for the most part, rendered ianpe- 
tnous by a love of war, and the haughty spirit of 
independence ; but the church, either by its lawa 
or its authority, held them in close subjection to 
her will; and, from the two opposing principles 
thus kept in constant operation, feelings were 
created which fitted the proudest and most powers 
fal nobles for a warlike pilgrimage. 

In commencing the history of the second great 
expedition to the Holy Land«, a new set of actors 
present themselves tp our notice ; and we are inte* 
rested by observing the strong likeneas which ex* 
ists between the different generations of enthusias- 
tic devotees who wrought in the same field« Ur* 
ban, the politic instigator of the former cru8|ade» 
had been long dead ; and Eugenius the Third was 
now on the Papal throne. According to the an* 
cient historian, * he was filled with the most pioos 
desire to promote the glory of God ; and having a 
paternal solicitude for his afflicted children in the 

♦ WiUiamofTym 
VOL. II. I> 
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East) he formed the design of stnninoiiiiig the iRaiith- 
fui to undertake their cause. The situation of Ed- 
getiius at this period afiPorded some reason for his 
desiring to excite a spirit of enthusiasm in Europe. 
His tranquillity had been disturbed, as well as Ur- 
ban's, by the pretensions of an anti-Pope ; and a 
busy spirit of sedition and heresy was abroad in 
severa) quarters of the Pontifical States. Nothing 
oould be so well adapted to destroy this dan- 
gerous inclination to disunion in the church, as 
an enterprise, which, by engaging personal ambi- 
tion' or vanity on the side of devotion, might re- 
vive the flame, and restore them to obedience. It 
is not improbable, that the Roman See would have 
lost its power over the churches of Europe long 
blefore the great revolution which stripped it of so 
much of its authoritv, had it not been for the cm- 
sades. An opinion of this kind seems to have ex- 
isted in the minds of the Pontifis, who exerted 
their influence so strenuously in their favour; 
and the finest and most favourite stroke of policy 
in these spiritual rulers during the middle ages, ap- 
pears to have been the subjecting of princes so to 
the power of the church, that they must either 
break with it, and so be fit objects for its ana- 
themas, or yield to its penances, and be the fore- 
most in supporting the views which might best 
serve its intentions. 

But the most remarkable of the personages with 
whom we have now to do was Saint Bernard. This 
celebrated man was bom of a noble family of Bur- 
gundy. His mother was conspicuous for her piety 
aftd benevolence • and the disposition of this her 
favourite son was in accordance with her own mild 
find devout temper. From his earliest age, he de* 
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l%faled in solitBde and leflectioB. ; andbivaiedilft- 
tioiu were attended even in youth with celestial 
Tisione.. On one Christmas evening, after heha4 
been long reflectlDg on the mystery of the incarna- 
tion, and other saered sulijects, he beheld onri Sar 
Tionr in a dream, as if still in his mortal iniancyi; 
and the sight so charmed him, that he thenceforth 
could think of nothing, but how to serve God in 
the best way he. might. # 

After various doubts and teraptatioasy he formed 
tlie determination of entering the nuMiastery of Ci- 
teanx. This resolution he shortly after commmii- 
cated to his brothers and several friends ; and so 
delighted were. they by his persuasive eloquence, 
that they resolved* to the number of thirty,, to foi^ 
sake the world, and unite with their, friend in de- 
voting themselves to a life of holiness. Only one 
of the saints brothers remained behind with Aheir 
aged father, who had some time before .lost his 
wife ; . and when they bade the child farewaU, tell- 
ing him tha| they left him to enjoy all the wealth 
of. the paternal, house,, fof that they, were going to 
se^k ft heavenly inheritance, he told them that the 
change would be an unfair one for, hhn^ mod Book 
after followed them, and assumed the habit of a 
monk* 

The pious exercises and continual austerities to 
which Saint Beraard subjected himself, rendered 
him in a short. time the wonder of the society to 
wUch he belonged, and hisrepntation spread far 
and near. His food was,, both at this and in the 
after periods of his life, only coarse bread eoftened 
in wannv water. The mortification which he co»> 
sidered at his di«ty to. {Kuctise, extended not only 
toiiia,foQd.and.b(iidily.comfort8,. bntto hia.m^tai 
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••qtiyvieitlB. Tfaii8» one jdayiw happened lo bei «»- 
ntod by some % friends, and, betrayed into fer- 
^tfnbess, he was gutlty of the ein of beiog «• 
-miiBed with their conversation. For this offence^ 
•be bound himself to a rigid penance for twentr* 
'£^0 days, and during that time wonkd eontinaally 
prostnte himself before the idtar, and there pray 
Jong and ferrently for pardon. This constant etw 
deavour to abstract his thongbts from etery thing 
«u:temal was at length aoccessfnl ; and he is re- 
ported to have been so insensible to snrronnding 
Ejects, that ho knew not whether his cell was 
xoofed, or naked to the sky-— whether it had one, or 
iiiree windows. An instance of his blindness to 
•whatever affects the senses was also afforded, when 
•be one day rode to visit the brethren of a neigh- 
bouring monastery. A asonk who came to meet 
liim, was surprised at seeing the sabt mounted on 
A horse, whidi, for its splendid aceontnments, k 
-Mdy b«eame a^ knight or » baron to ride. On ex* 
pressing bis mstonishment at ibe drcamstance, the 
Jioly Bernard expressed bis also ; but explained the 
«iystery by saying, be bad borrowed the horse, aad 
IumI foigotten to see wbetbear it bad n bridle «r 
saddle of any sort. 

The celebrity which he acquired by his devovt 
diaiacter, and the bnuttlity of spirit for which be 
^vas equally famous, attracted the regard of Hngb, 
£arl of Troyes, and that Mibleman founded a ao- 
jiastery for him in the tfiidst of a wild and kMidy 
district, about eleven leagues from Langves m. 
Champagne. Having been appointed abbot of tbia 
letired spot, be proceeded thither with sevend oC 
bis companions, who ssi^ bynms of thanksgiving 
m they travelled to their new reaideoee.. It iraa 
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iHtb tile greatest <Kffiedlty tfaey provided diem* 
whres wiik food or- sbeher when they arrired at 
ClaiTTViix, the osme afterwards giren to the di»* 
tiict. But the commencement of their' subjectioii 
to .Saint Bernard's rales was a fit introdaction' to 
what followed. The only noorishmeBt they were 
sHoved to • receire, was coarse bread made of 
the bad com which they cnltivated themselves; 
Fieqiiently they had not eren this, and they wiere 
ten obl%ed' to live on l)eech*nuts, vetches, and 
even the leaves of trees, which they boiled into a 
sort of soup. These ansterities were at length 
carried so £etr, that those of the little comnrantty, 
who wanted somewhat of the strength and fervour 
which distingmshed the. chief of the new order, be* 
gaa-to complain of their decaying frames ; and the 
abbot wisely discovered his error, and lightened the 
heavy load he had placed upon his feeble brethren. 
Bnt. he wohld not allow himself the same indul- 
gence which he granted others. He would con- 
tikraally^say to ^ose with whom he conversed on 
thesttbject, <* Did you know what is required of 
a monk, you would not eat a morsel of bread that 
was not first moistened with your tears. *' And 
when any one desired admittance to bis nrder« 
he was accustomed to observe, ^' If you desire to 
eater this house, you must leave your body with- 
OQtu— only spirits can enter here. '* 
" The health of the saint was speedily destroyed 
by his abstinence, and he was frequently at the 
point of death. On one of these occasions, the 
good Bwhop of Challons, who admired him for his 
great piety, contrived to save him from the grave, 
by an ingenious artifice. Having obtained from 
the Popaa rigii^ to order and ccmtrol the custooM 

D 2 
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of Biarnairfy be proceeded Id the Ahkmy of. Ciiikv 
TinXy sed^fliewkig hia emfaorilfy €em{ielledl>thB 
leiiit 10 leave kit oelU «&d take «p fais abode in la 
seal and bealliiy oottage in tbe BctgUKKDrhood, 
vHbare be intevdicted hia atteiidiBg to any of die 
nriei of the wder, eed obliged bim to follofr the 
iffireetions of a bI^M pbyaiciaiH wfao' proMiibed 
lar but a whokMHoe and noombittg diet. 

Ify meaaa aueb aa these the Hfe ^ Befaatd w«a 
iMOwnred ; but hk pale oomteBaace and eonciaied 
foim gave bbn tbe iq^peeiaaee of one k>Bg ainoe 
nedy to ^ak into the gmre'; and it waa cedy by 
dM oanatant beaning £urth el bit deroilt end cap<» 
lerana e^t^ Aat be oonld be regarded aa a \\nag 
behig* Notwithatandiag hia eonataiit bodily ia^ 
firmitieBi be laboured vnceaaingly m tbe dolkea of 
Ihe prieatbood* Hia pieadnng tamed ther beerta 
el the prondeat and aaoat diaaokite bearoia to hia 
holy piopoee ; and aacb waa lua fame* that pnacee 
end OTCB biahopa woakl call npmi biaa ito aattle 
oay diapntea wlach nugfat arise between theaa. Aa 
a coatroversialiBty hia taknta were employed en the 
neat trying oceaaiona ; and he waa longengaged ia 
combating the ecroia of the odehrated Abebard, 
wiio at tbia liaie diatatbed the ehnreb by bia aorel 
and baretiGal (^imoaa. Bat the learning el Ber* 
aaid derifed ita ehief foaee from the aobaary wo^ 
dilation to which be deToled ae many of biaboiiia ; 
and be waa aeonatoated to aay» that the tieea of 
the lonely forest were bia only amrtora la the 
acriptaiea* 

The Bsonaatery at Clairfaaxt having each a di»- 
.liagaiabed aatnt for ita abbot,, greaidy iaereeaatl ia 
the namber of tea aaatere iiAabitaate t and thefaane 
,af the Older loached Eng^andf Spaifiy .Itaiy» aad 



Oerraany^ in nil of wfaidi covntries estaUkdnneiitt 
#4»« shortly after fbnndedy and goremed accord* 
Hg to fto seTOiv niles. 

But fbo power of Bemard's eloquence and re- 
fintntioo waa now abont to be tried in a sdll aiove 
emiapicBOiit naiiner tiban it bad bitberto been 
done« Letters and ambanadon bad arriTod from 
the ^strMBed Christians of Jerusalem and Antiocb, 
iitpfificBting for inmedtate aid in preserrtiig the 
Holy Land from the arms of the infidel. The ear* 
nest and afficth^ style of these addresses moved 
the hearts of idl men ; and it was the general per* 
snasion tint immediate measures should be taken 
for sending a powerful armament of Christian war- 
ROTS to Syria* 

The King of France appeared as a fit and will- 
ing leader for the expecBtion. Godfrey of Bouillon 
had been instigated to assume the cross, from 
his remorseful penit«ico at having insulted the 
eacred authority of the Pope. Ihe same feeling 
wnsaJt this time operating on the mind of the 
young King Louis VIL In a war with one of his 
TCbelKoos barons, the Count of Champagno> he 
had pursued his vengeance in spite of the com- 
mands of tho Pontiff, and the eiiiortations of his 
bishops; In tiiosii^e of the city of Vitry, he had 
put mmiy hundreds of the imioGent inhabitants to 
tielrtfa'; ttid ended aoo0test,.uiidertaken to support 
she just pretennooB of the <sown, by acts of the 
iBOSt fiagitions violence. 

A universal consternation reigned through the 
of hislringdom as Louis retonied from this ca- 
war* He was met on all sidesby the la- 
naentatiisasof hissubjects, and the reprobation of the 
deigy. Ike holy Bomard hisMslf wrote to him r^ 



ijhe o(¥»8ion} and no ia#gn»w|8ggjyiredtQ^3»iivhMro 
bim of^the crime of which ho had bean guiltjjc* 
For some time these appeals werft/is^effectuali but at 
]]i9it they reached hi3 heart* Hk nepeminioe^ms 
then as violent aaduncontrolIaUe as hi84:isael}y had 
been* He wept con tiniiail}^ at the ttioiight .of hi^ 
offencfis; refused to. partake of any. -pleasure oc 
even noarishKneai) and no longer rfegardad. witb 
satisfaction any, of his former puraaits.' Ef^ry 
measure^ was employed to riMor^hial^inind'ta 9»m^ 
degree pf .ti'aiH]iHllity ; but nokhing am)ed».iill tbc^' 
letters of the ^aat«ii(n«Chrietiaaay and JtbeexbontA*- 
tions of EttgeniiiSy published the eall to a ae-* 
cond craaade. 

Daring the festival of Christmas, Lew^umoMHir - 
ed an assembly of prelates and baroHs at BoiMlg'ea, 
and declared to the august meeting lii& intentioft 
of setting off forthwith to the Holy Land* Th« ' 
announcement, was heard with surprise ; and ^um 
of the. bishops and noblemen present hesitated 
whether or not to approve of the design* Sngef) 
the Abbot of Saij^t Denis, saw -much todreadtt 
the kingdom 8 being left withopit a ruler, and seal* 
ously advised the. in^petuous moaarch la conaidav 
weU the consequences of the atep^ belore he v«i# 
tured upon such a-diificuUy andy in all respeiesai 
perilous undertaking*. Not having sufficient aia^ 
thority, however, to sway the king by hia owu 
advice, he persuaded \nm to seek ;the- couaeel «f 
Bernard, which was done ; and the >h<^y abU^t 
returned an answer, exhorting the King to pur* 
sue a course ao useful to Christendom and ciia* 
ditable to his piety. The Pope. having- beaiaia^ 
applied to respecting the King^a intealioa, remmr 
ed a sin^ilac. answer; and anothet aaaei|ib|y yraa 
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ti Mtoui diied to meet M VeaMlay, a small Uykh M 

The PoBttff* owtQg to the cireamstances of the 
fipal ^lomiifioBS, was obliged, like his predecessor 
Urhan, to excuse himself from partaking actively 
ID the eoterprise, and even from personally attend- 
ing the present meeting. Bat he deputed his aa^ 
thartty and the support of the cause to Bernard. 
He also sent letters to all the princea of Europe, 
beaaeefaicg their aid, and promised the same re» 
imrda to those who should now assume the cross^ 
as hftd been offered at the preaching of the first 
crusade. The adriee which accompanied these 
exhortations and promises, was creditable to the 
good sense and policy of Eugenius. Many of the 
raiaeries suffered in the former expedition were 
the leault of the thottghtkssness of the knights 
and others who led the forces. He cautioned the 
cheraliem, therefore, on this occasion, not to bur^ 
den themnelTes with hounds and falcons, nor other 
useless aceorapaaiments, but to be provided with 
goad ckabkig, vmour, horses, and weapons. 

Bernard, by his reputation for wisdom and sanc- 
tity, bad been often engaged in public affairs of con- 
siderable importance, and had had sufficient power 
to heal one of the greatest schisms which had ever 
existed in the church of Rome. But at the time 
when he- was called upon to rouse the princes of 
Enirope to attempt the second restoration of Pales- 
tine, he had passed three years in his cell, without 
hairiiig ever left it, except once in each year, when 
he aStended the general meeting of his order. His 
cbavcater^ howevcv, and the fervent devotion of his 
soul, were better assistants in his work, than either 
bodily Btveagtb or aequaintance with tho woft'ld ; 
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and with only his piety to suppcMt his 
dated and sinking frame, he commenoed his ttt- 
dnons undertaking. The spiritual eloquence of 
this faithful apostle of the crusades, produced the 
most astonishing effects ; and hundreds who would 
hare remained unaffected hy proud and studied 
orations, were melted into love and obedience hy 
the humility, the meek and gentle tone, which 
distinguished all the addresses of Saint Bernard. 

A. D. 1146. The Council of Vezelay took 
place at Easter ; and the number of knights and 
others who attended the meeting was so < great* 
that the city could not afford sufficient room ior 
the purposes of the assembly. It accordingly ad* 
journed to an open field on the descent of a mouiir 
tain, a short distance from the town, and thece, 
from a lofty platform, the venerable abbot, snr* 
rounded by bishops and princes, addrosaed the im- 
mense audience. His exhortations were receiy/sd 
with repeated exclamations of the well-known 
war-cry, " *Tis the tvill of God! *Tis the vnllqf 
God!** and when he had finished, the King. ^ 
France, with whom was his consort Eleanor of 
Guienne, fell at his knees, and devoutly received 
the consecrated cross from his hands. The uncle 
and brother of Louis followed his example* as did 
also a crowd of other noblemen. These were imi- 
tated by persons of an inferior degree ; and such 
was the multitude of those who demanded the 
sacred badge of crusaders, that the crosses which 
Bernard had brought for the occasion, were not 
sufficiently numerous to supply the demand ; and 
be, and many other persons present, tore their 
yestments to make more of these holy ensigns. 

The soccess which had thuq attended the fimli 
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efforts of tfie Saint, established the high reputa- 
tion he had acquired in his monastery. Every 
tongue spoke his praises ; and the moment it was 
known any where that he was employed in pub* 
lishing the crusade, the greatest confidence pre- 
Tailed as to its prosperous issue. So strongly was 
ihe opinion fixed in the minds of the people that 
his sanctity was the best guerdon of success, that 
in a council held at Chartres, he was appointed to 
be the head and leader of the design. For some 
time he resolutely refused to accept of a station 
for which he felt himself totally unfit; but the 
commands of the Pope prevailed over his repug- 
nance ; and he at length consented to proceed with 
ihe enterprise to which he had already so greatly 
contributed. 

In prosecution of the design wliich had been 
formed of obtaining the assistance of the most 
powerful European princes, Bernard set out for 
Germany, immediately after having received the 
important charge above mentioned. He arrived 
at Spires just as the Emperor Conrade the Third 
had summoned a diet of the States, to deliber- 
ate on the afiairs of the empire. The renown 
of the missionary secured him respect ; but Con- 
rade had lately suffered greatly from the disturbed 
state of his dominions, and was unwilling to hazard 
ain enterprise which would require his absence^ 
and probably plunge his government again into 
disorder. Bernard, however, replied to all these 
considerations of the Emperor, by assuring him 
that the church, which had given him the impe- 
rial crown, would also take care to preserve him 
in its enjoyment ; and one day, while performing 
iaerrice before the princes who composed the diet, 
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he barst out into such a passionate display of e1«r, 
quenee on the sabject so near bis heart, that his 
astonished auditors yielded to his persuasions, and 
most of them, Conrade being the first to set the 
example, threw themselves on their knees, and 
with tears and exclamations of the most devoal 
emoticm, swore to follow the will of their Saviotir» 
whithersoever it might carry them. 

The flame thus kindled, almost instantaneously 
enveloped, in one general blaze of wild eotlrasiasm, 
nearly the whole of Germany. Bernard was every 
where seen, and his presence produced the effect 
of a celestial vision. Miracles were said to attend 
his steps ; and the crowds who followed him tore 
his garments, in order to possess some relic, how-, 
ever trifling, of so glorious a saint. Wherever he 
preached^ the inhabitants of the district left their 
homes, and assumed the cross, whatever might bet 
their age or rank in society. The world thus 
seemed again to undergo the great moral convuU 
aion which had attended the preaching of the first 
crusade ; and the progress of all ordinary afiaim 
was stopped, as being no longer worthy of re- 
gard. 

On the Abbot's returning to France, he found 
that, during his absence, the arrangements for the 
expedition had made little progress. His pre- 
sence, however, quickly restored a spirit of aeti« 
vity and zeal ; and in a meeting held at £tampes» 
measures were finally taken for the departure ci 
the armament. Deputies also from the King of 
Sicily, whose dominions had been threatened by 
the Saracens, offered to provide the crusaders with 
ships and provisions ; but the chiefis, blind to the ; 
advantages of a route by sea^ rejected the valuable ^ 
proposal. ^ 
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..The sevenl divUMmi^f ibe twaarmkv tl Low 
«ftd tlw Emperor^ {iBMrnbled uukr their rrapec* 
tire chiels- at Meutx snd Raiiaboane* Bst diffi* 
onlties wore experienoed at the rery omtset of the 
eipeditioa, from tbo waat of moaey ; and it waa 
«o)y by laying large inpoBitioos on the Jewe, and 
hfy levying enonnoiu taxea from all clsMea of peo* 
]Ue» that the enterpriie waa eaabled to proceed* 
Hie miipery to wbick Lonia redneed hia people by 
tbeae proceedioga» did sot hinder bis belief ia the 
merit of bis ande r taking ; aad bia deaotioa eoati* 
^ued to bam witb eqoal ardoar as at the tint. 
Bat tbo wise and cautions Abbeit of Saint Deni% 
whom he left in chaige of the gOYemaeaty i^pre« 
beode4 the diceat effects froaa the prooedare of tba 
Kio^ and w^t o^er bim, aa if bo akoady saw tha 
nus^ry which wonld easae ftom the iH-'timed ax-* 
pedUioo* 

Loois, shortly after tUay. arrived at Coaataati* 
npipta, at the bead of a hnadred tbonsand pilgrims^ 
and he waa speedily followed by the Emperor Con«* 
rMlOp Bat the mardi of the Qeiman crnaadens 
waa attended witli aumy diffievlties ; and a frigbw 
fal Btarm overthrew their teats with destraetito 
violence, when they bud nearly reached the im- 
perial dtsj^ The troablaa* however, which as- 
sailod tbem on thw advance to Cimstaatiaople, 
were not to be coo^^ed with thoao which pnrao- 
ed tfa^m from that alage of thair joncaey* The 
thnme of Alexis waa occupied by ^fas«el hia 
gmiidaoo» who now exercised the same arts as that 
monarch employed against the leaders of the first 
croande^ The most bitter hatred existed between 
the idval EsH^irora of the East and West; and tha 
dipdlibe wWd M )a«g been haiiioaied b^ the 
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mien of die tw6' great divi^ons of tbe Roraim 
worid, was at present fnrtber iocreased by the m^ 
^mour which had gained ground respecting the hostile 
intentions of the Germans against the successor of 
Constantino. In every part of then* march, there* 
fbre^ the cmsaders found themselves assailed by 
the troops of Manuel, who, not daring to proceed 
to open warfare, iell upon and destroyed whatever 
stragglers were found from the main body, and, by 
JjTohibiting the inhabitants of the cities near whidh 
they passed from famishing them with provisions, 
reduced them to the greatest distress. Wearied 
by this harassing march, they reached the moun* 
tains of Cappadocia, when they were nearly sink- 
ing unto the earth by the united effects of sickness, 
fatigue, and want of food ; and in this donditioii 
they were obliged to meet the sodden onset of the 
Saracens, who had watched their approach, and 
now put thousands of them to the sword. 

The French, who had been equally convinced 
of die perfidy of Manuel as the Germans, pursu- 
ed the route of the latter, ftill of indignation a- 
gunst tbe subtle and deceitful Greek. As lliey 
approached Nice, rumours reached them of the 
fatal defeat of their companions ; and Louis, im- 
patient to know the extent of llie misfortune, has- 
tened to meet the Emperor Conrade in his retreat. 
The two monarchs fell into each others arms, and 
wept bitterly over the misfortunes which they had 
experiended, and at the apprehetasion of the worse 
woes which still threatened them. Conrade had 
himself been twice wounded in the late battle, and 
nearly the whole of his army had perished. Of the 
knights who attended him, all had lost their horses 
and st<ire8 ; and only a miseaeable tmreck was l^ft of 
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liM pTpod and boosting amianieiit which set oat 
fs^fpa Ratisbonne. Bedaeed to this misprable 
plights the Emperor in vain endeayoared to per^- 
•uade his barons tp continue the enterprise. They 
had already experienced enongh of the general* 
ship of their master, and of the resistance which 
they bad to ei^ctfrom the enemy. He was, 
therefore, obliged to take a mournful £urewe11 of 
Louis, and re^m to Constantinople, receiving, 
when he arrived there, the most flattering atten- 
tions from Manuel, who was willing to hide the 
aatisfaction he felt at his defeat, under the smiles 
of a pretended friendship. 

A. D. 1148. It was now the depth of winter, 
and the French crusaders were pursuing their toil- 
some march through the desolate .country of 
Phrygia. Every .obstacle which the rigour of the 
season, or the bleak and depopulated nature of 
the land, could oppose to their progress, assailed 
them on the way; but their courage remained 
undaunted ; and tbyey at length reached the banks 
of the Meander, where the enemy appeared to 
dispute their passage. The battle which ensued 
was fought with desperate. courage on both sides ; 
bat the French were yictorions, and they resumed 
their route with the most fervent hopes of final 
Boccess. These, however, were speedily damped 
by the untoward event of a defeat, which followed 
dose upon the late triumph« Having to traverse 
« lofty mountain, the first division of the forces, 
onder the command of the Seigneur de Taille- 
iMmrg, received orders to halt on the heights till the 
rest of the army should come up, when the whole 
was to d(Bscend into the plain in order of battle. 

Mating with notbing to impede their march, 
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the troops of the Lord de Taillebeia^ qiiickfy 
reached the spot where they were ordered to wait 
for their companions. But the wild and dreary 
aspect of the mountains ofiered little temptattoa 
to repose ; and the Qneen and sereral other ladtes^ 
who were under die protection of the Seigneur, 
persuaded him to continue his route till they 
should find a place for encampment more suited 
to then: taste. But no sooner had the fVench 
equadrons forsaken their strong position on the 
hUlsy than it was occupied hy dhe Turks. In the 
mean time, the reminder of the Christains came up; 
and as they had no idea hut that the figures th^ 
saw moting thont in the distance were their com- 
fades, they hesitated not to hreak their ranks, and 
prepare for pitching the tents. Suddenly every 
Tock and defile were teeming with Mussulmans. 
The crusaders, unahle to recover from their panics 
perished hefore they could offer any resistance ; 
and Louis owed his life to the loyrity of a few of 
his nohlesy who rallied round him at the moment 
"of danger. Thirty of these hrave men perished in 
the defence of their master ; end after their defeat, 
Louis placed his hack against a rock, and conti- 
nued the fight alone, till the Saracens who at- 
tacked him growing weary, and not knowing his 
rank, left him, to pursue an easier and more pro- 
fitable victory. 

The news of this battle, with a report of the 
King's death, quickly reached Europe, and the 
most liv^y distress prevailed throughout the do- 
minions of the unfortunate monarch. But even 
the desperate defeat which he had suffered, was 
not sufficient to persuade him to return to Europe, 
without sacrifidng more blood and treasure to the 
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npilertiildiig. ; He rosined the commend of the 
forces to Gilbert, an old and celebrated warrior^ 
and to Everard den Barres, Grand-master of the 
Templare. Th^ir marph through Pamphylia waa 
attended with the usual evils of famine and xiis^ 
ease, and their only ho|^e lay in the expectation of 
finding in the Greek city of Attalie some relief to 
their sufferings. But what was their consternsr 
tion, on arriving at this place, to find its gates 
fieist closed against them, and their application for 
shelter from the ten^pestuons and bitter atmo^ 
sphere treated with indiiference I 

The misery of the crusaders was now complete. 
They had neither clothing nor provisions, and were 
exposed, without a chance of shelter, to the destruc- 
tive effects of the season. Every day saw their 
numbers thinned by the most cruel of deaths. Bvsk 
nothing could afford a stronger proof of the Kinfifa 
devotion and firmness of character, than his con- 
duct on this occasion. He implored his followera 
to remain with him, and pursue their desigOy 
whatever might be the difficulties of the way^ 
promising to share with them all he had, and to 
ahrii^ from no peril or suffering which it might 
be necessary to endure. But his barons, however 
moved by these supplications, saw the utter im- 
possibility of remaining where they were, or en- 
deavojaring any further progress, without bringing 
upon themselves inevitable destruction. They, 
therefore, refused to listen to his entreaties, ami 
only blamed him for not turning his arms againat 
the fialse and barbarous Greek. 

As the Christians saw no other means of de- 
liverance from their misery, it was with some 
dj^;ree of satisfaction they received, an iotimati^ 

e2 
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fiom die governor of Attalie, that he Would hs^ 
nisfa them with a certain number of (VesselS) in 
which they might retom to Europe) or proceed 
wherever they chose. The offer was accept- 
ed ( but several weeks passed before the ships ap* 
{»eared ; and then it was jbnnd, that only a part 
of the army could be transported in the small and 
ill-prepared fleet. To those who were to remun 
ttt Attalie, and pursue their journey over land, 
Louis gave liberal supplies of money, and appoint- 
<cd two noblemen of rank and diaracter as their 
leaders. But the &te of these poor wretches was 
4>f the most calamitous kind. The Turks, finding 
them reduced to so small a number, attacked them 
-widiout intermission. The Greeks continued to 
refuse them admission into the city. Their two 
leaders foisook them, and they all periled either 
fay the sword of the Saracens, cnr in a nun at- 
•iempt to march into Cilicia. Louis had directed 
his course towards Antioch, and arrived Uiere in 
safety with his queen, and the small portion of 
.his army, which he had been able to save from 
the disasters that had attended his route. Raf- 
mond of Poictiers, who was then prince of An- 
tioch, was zealously employed in defoading him- 
self against the approaches of the Saracens. The 
arrival of Louis gave him hopes of being able to 
form a powerful army to meet the enemy ; and he 
used every means likely to persuade the King lo 
remain in his prindpidity ; but nothing availed to 
induce Louis to defer his visit to Jemsalett. 
Ravmond, however, continued his entreaties ; atid, 
finding himself so unsuccessful with the King, he 
next turned the whole force of his peisuasions to- 
wards the Queen, who was his niece. The dm- 
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faeler of ISelmor wb8 no ornament to the cause 
in wMch she had pretended to engage herself. 
Ske is reported to hare been devoted to gaiety 
and Tolqptnonsness ; and when her persnasions 
ezdted the suspicions of the King, and convinced 
him still more of his duty to leave the conrt of 
Antiodi for the sepulchre of the Saviour, she u- 
mted with her uncle in a project to dissolve the 
maniage between herself and Louis. The King, 
on finding this to be the case, had her secured one 
night ; and, having brought her into the camp, im- 
nmdiately took his departure. 

Louis lost no time in pressing his march to- 
wards Jerusalem; and when he arrived in the 
ndghbourhood of the Holy City, he was met by 
multitudes of the inhabitants, who came out to es^ 
eort him into the town, and who, in almost impious 
imitation of the scene which took place on Christ's 
entry into Jerusalem, carried olive branches in 
their hands, and made the air resound with their 
exclamations of — ^' Blessed is he who cometh in 
the name of the Lord !" The arrival of the French 
King was rendered still more joyful by that of the 
Emperor Conrade, who reached Jerusalem about 
the same time ; and the most flattering hopes were 
conceived by the inhabitants of the Holy City, 
that they might now agdn defy the power of the 
Moslem. 

In an assembly, which was shortly after held at 
Ptolemais, it was determined that an attempt 
rimuld be immediately made to obtain possession 
of die strong and important town of Damascus. 
Various other projects had been formed by Ray- 
mond of Antioch, and others of the Christian prhi- 
ces s but the quarrel which had taken place re- 
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•pecting the imprudent .Eleanor, prerented tha 
presence of the former ; and among the high-hoiTL 
women, who formed part of the noble assembly at 
Ptolemais, the Queen of France had no place. 
Disputes of other kinds preyiedled over the minda 
of several of the chiefs whose union was neces- 
sary to the success of any great undertaking ; and, 
encouraged as the faithful were by the presence of 
so many distinguished princes and wai'riora, they 
had yet reason to tremble for the effects which 
discord might hourly produce among them, . 

The command of the army was shared between 
Baldwin the Third, King of Jerusalem, the Em- 
peror Conrade, and the King of France. Early in 
the spring it began its march, and, after some short 
delays, encamped about June, within sight of Dar 
mascus ; and on the spot where Saint Paul is sup- 
posed to have seen the awful vision to which he 
owed his conversion. Situated in the valley form- 
ed by the two mountainouo ridges known by the 
names of Libanus and Anti-Libanus, this ancient city 
was celebrated, as well for the loveliness of the 
surrounding country, as for its splendour an(| opu- 
lence. The rivers of Abaua and Fharphar poureij^ 
their delicious waters along its plains; and i^ grovesi 
of fig-trees and of the most fragrant shrubs re- 
sounded continually with the melody of birds and 
the murmur of cooling fountains. *' The head of 
Syria is Damascus/** was the language of the 
Prophet ; and the Emperor Julian, or the writer of 
the letters attributed to him, breaking out into rap- 
ture at the thought of its lovely valleys, and ferti^ 
lizing rivers and streamlets, claims for it the appel- 
lation of the Eye of the East. 

* Isaiah Vii. 8. 
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Tbe powerof Nonreddin at tfae tiane when tha 
Cbristians appeared in the plains of DamascaSy 
bad been increased by the continual snccessea 
of bis Tietorions arms. Tbe wisdom of this 
&tingiiiriied Mnsidaian was equal to his Tal* 
our ; and be secured bis conquests by a prudence 
and policy as admirable in the eyes of his subjecta 
as bis beroism. Of all the inferior states of 
Syria, the city of Damascus was tbe only one which 
retained its independence, and that bad already 
been Uireatened repeatedly by Noureddm. Ti^ 
chancter of the goD^uor, who was slothful and 
unwarlike, tempted the assailaBts to renew tb^ 
preparations for the conquest of so important a 
place ; but the Christians suddenly appeared m the 
field, and tbe Saiacens were compelled to pause 
in their career. 

Tbe rich groves and Tineyards by wbidi the 
northem and western sides of Damascus were sur* 
rounded, served a^ places of concealment to name* 
rous bodies of ardienB, who were stationed there 
immediately on tbe approach of ^e crusaders. 
Lofty walls defended de city on tbe other sides ; 
and the Christians preferred attempting to pass the 
ambushes and intrenchtnento of the north and 
west, to attacking these formidable ramparts. Af- 
ter a long and fierce encounter, which, froin tbe na- 
ture of tbe defence, was frequently slackened and 
again commenced, the enemy began to retreat from 
bis several holds, and fled to the river which bath- 
ed the walls of tbe city. Here the conflict was 
recommenced with fresh fury. The three kings 
performed prodigies of valour ; and tbe Emperor 
Conrade waged single combat with a gigantic Sa« 
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racen, hurled him from his hone» and with' 
ungle blow seyered him in two. 

Nothing now appeared to oppose the speedy 
duction of Damascus ; and the chiefs, before follow- 
ing np their success, employed several days in consi- 
dering who was to enjoy the government of the splen- 
did city. The Count of Flanders succeeded in ob- 
taining a decision in his favour; but the other 
chiefs, no longer caring about a conquest from which 
^ey werie to derive no personal advantage, speedily 
lost their zeal for the prosecution of the enterprise ; 
and, after many disputes, the siege was reoom* 
menced, under every disadvantage which could re- 
sult from indifference and dissension. By an un* 
fwtunate error in generalship the army was re- 
moved from the post it had gained with so much 
difficulty, and from which the assault of the town 
was comparatively easy, to one in which its attacks 
were opposed by the strong towers and ramparts^ 
in which the besieged placed their principal reli* 
ance. A large body of new forces was in the 
meantime added to the reassured garrison ; and af- 
ter a few feeble attempts, the Christians raised the 
siege, and fled before the princes of Aleppo and 
Mossul, who were said to be on their march to 
Damascus. We cannot stop to inquire to whom 
the disgrace of this defeat, in the moment of vic- 
tory, chiefly belongs. It is most likely to have re- 
anlted from the general spirit of discord which al- 
most invariably prevailed among the leaders of the 
army, when any prize lay in the way which could 
not be easily divided. The evil consequence^ 
however, of the event were immediately felt. la 
an assembly of chiefs held shortly after dMir je- 
treat, the siege of Ascalon was proposed as an en- 
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terpnae likely to prove sacceasfo]. But neither 
amity nor enthusiasm any longer existed among 
ihe seTerel divisions of the army, or the princes 
who led them. The Emperor Conrade, therefore^ 
bade adieu to the Holy Land, without further 
tempting the calamitous fate which had hitherto at- 
tended him, and Louis followed him to Europe a 
few months after. 

Thus ended the second crusade, the events of 
which are jfar less worthy of attention, than the 
characters which they bring into notice. Immense 
masses of the populace of France, Germany and 
Italy, were roused by a sudden and tumultuous ex- 
dtement of passion and devotion ; but after the first 
fervour of enthusiasm passed away, the misery 
which had be«i caused by the taxes and extortions 
of the princes engaged in this expedition, was felt in 
its full extent. The operations of the army were 
marked, irom beginning to end, by the weakness 
and incapacity of its chiefs. The narrative of its 
progress is one continued detail of disgrace and 
si^eiring ; and not a single instance occurs of any 
event which might relieve the gloomy uniformity 
of the recital. Not even the influence of enthu- 
siasm can be discovered as affording a]leviati<m to 
the distresses of the perishing crusaders. The 
flame seems to have burnt itself out, almost as 
soon as they left their native land ; and they yield- 
ed nnvesistingly to the alternate attacks of the Mus- 
silmane and disease and famine. 

Bat it was not from the want of personal bra- 
very in ^.cfaaefe, or of ability and undaunted de- 
votion in the principal instigators of the expedi- ' 
tion, that it. iiuled of- sticcess. Bernard was far 
supwior to Peter the Hermit, both in learning 
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ttreogUi of intellect^ and general ,i«piiUvtipn« He 
placed a reliance on the external oigna of penitenqei 
and sacrificed, his health to aasterities, ^hicb 9 
more rational view of religious duty teachea us to 
regard as contrary to the simplicity of our (aitbm 
But it was only in |he excess of bis mertifications 
that he differed from the greatest and most unir 
versally venerated ornaments of the church* and in 
an age when rigid fastings and eorporefd penan- 
ces, were an essential part of practical piety* tW 
strictness of his life, is only an additional proof o£ 
his faith and sincerity. 

Saint Bernard had many qualities, both Qf 
mind and dispositioi^ which claimed tb^ respect 
of his cotemporai^ies, and ought to render hia 
memory venerable to posterity. He. was tbcK 
roughly versed in all the learning of his professioi^ i 
and his mind, deeply imbued with the sanptitjf of 
spiritual meditation, was richly stored with thoof htff: 
and images that gave a powerful charm to bis dii^. 
course. Amid all his attentions to the burdoi^ 
some ordinances of that superstitious i^, be i^ 
tmed a clear apprehension of the pmre doctrines, 
of our faith ; and used to aay, when speaking af 
God, that he topk bold of him by his two fetif 
his justice, and his mercy ; by the one, that \^ 
might never sink into slotbfulness or forgetfnlneas 
of his condition ; and by the other, that be m^t 
be safe from despair. Of bis humanity^ and aii* 
periority to some of the most frightful errora of 
the times, we have a memorable instance in hia 
conduct respecting the Jews of Gemany* Whw 
the first crasaders were travening thaut coaatry, 
thousands of the miserable Israelites periabed, it 
will be remenibeKedi by thi» Chpnitiaii.8w«i4> '^Om 
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sane saTSge barimrities were agiun aboQt to be 
eommitt^d by tbe follQwers of Louis and Conradeu 
But Beniard came forth as tbe protector of the 
trembling Jews, ** They are not to be destroyed 
or persecuted, " said he, ** but to be convetted ; " 
and this enlightened address saved them from the 
massacre which impended over them. 

On the return of the crusadere from Syria, the 
whole blame of the disasters which bad accrued 
from the expedition was ascribed to tbe yenerable 
abbot. But he bore tbe abuse so plentifully 
heaped upon his name with the mosjb perfect re- 
signation, and rejoiced that he was calumniated, 
rather than Providence blasphemed. 

Louis the Seyentfa, though greatly wanting in 
the prudence which it became him aa a monarch 
to cultivates possessed many qualities which en- 
titled him to respect ; and Iwid it been bis lot to . 
have engaged in the first, instead of the second 
crusade, there is reason to believe he would ha?e 
been a powerful assistant to tbe cause. His va** 
lour was of the most cbivalrooa kind; and in the 
disastrous battle in which he lost tbe flower of his . 
army, he equalled, by his prowess, tbe actions of 
tbe ancient heroes.. We m^t also regard with > 
respect a man who, notwitbi^tanding all tbe mis- 
fortmies which he suffered, and the many tempta* > 
tioBs he had to swenre from the course, continued > 
to follaw what he deemed his duty, when deserti> 
ed hy nearly all his friends, and in the £ace of dan- . 
ger And even ruin. The bravery of Godfrey, 
though perhaps cooler and steadier, shone not 
move conspicuously in the fierce onset of batUe» 
or ia the endurance of Buffering. Nor was the 
piety of that chief stipeni^r t^.the devotion of the 
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KiDg of France, if we are to jndge of them by 
their resolute performance of the task to which 
they had pledged their faith. In the midst of all 
bis tTOubles, Louis never dreamed of freeing him« 
self, by returning to Europe, without finishing his 
pilgrimage ; and when most harassed by his own 
sufferings, and those of his army, he as scrupulous- 
ly attended to all the exercises of devotion, as 
when at home in his palace. 

The Emperor Conrade appears to have been 
a prince whose greatest error was his indecision 
of character. He had wisdom enough to per- 
ceive the danger to which he would be exposing 
himself, by leaving his dominions ; but his resolu- 
tion and judgment both forsook him at the first 
impulse of enthusiasm. He was brave and de- 
vout, but unskilful, it would seem, in the conduct 
of an army ; and the rude mnltitudei who had only 
Peter the Hermit for their guide, were not ex- 
posed to a more terrible destruction than that 
which overwhelmed the imperial forces. 

There are many other interesting portraits pre- 
sented to ns in the narrative of this crusade ; but 
we must not dwell longer on them. Suger, Abbot 
of Saint Denis, would otherwise merit our re- 
gard. His prudent advice to the King was cal- 
culated to save France from some of the worst 
calamities to which that nation had been yet ex- 
posed ; and his shortly after determining to head 
a crusade himself, represents him in the character 
of a devotee, who had sincerity, patriotism, and 
good sense to save a kingdom from ruin; but 
enough of fervour to brave, at the age of seventy, 
and when his personal good only was concerned, 
the perils of a desperate warfare. This excellent 
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man, however, died before he could carry his de- 
sign into execution ; but he had proceeded into 
Germany, and collected a large body of persons 
ready to follow him as their leader. 

The second crusade, though monarchs headed 
the enterprise, and men of the greatest piety fur- 
thered it by their prayers, wanted many of the 
aids to success which had attended that of the 
Hermit. The excitement, if as general, was not 
so essentially popular. The funds by which it 
was supported, were derived from taxes and imp 
positions, instead of the free devotion of the peo- 
ple ; and the host of high-spirited and generous 
nobles, who sold their estates to arm their bold 
retainers for the war, had their place ill supplied by 
the princes of two impoverished kbgdoms. 
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CHAPTER HI. 



ACCtTMULATlKG DISASTERS OF T&B YXstfeRl^ CRlltSnAKS.^ — 
^tHUSALftlC SUftRAMDSRS TO SALADtN.*— ^Hfe TBlftt) Cftt79Al>«. 



AD. 1152. The same difference may b^ per> 
ceived between the first crusade, and the after 
expeditions known by that name, as between the 
first wild bunt of a mountain torrent from its -bed^ 
and the current of its waters when they hare 
reached the plain, and run on in a languid course, 
which only reminds us of its origin, when some 
accident of the elements widens or quickens it. 
It is the obserTation of Gibbon, that, " however 
splendid it may seem, a regular story of the cru- 
sades would exhibit the perpetual return of the 
same causes and effects ; and the frequent at- 
tempts for the defence or recovery of the Holy 
Land, would appear so many faint and unsuccess- 
ful copies of the original." Were the story of 
the crusades, indeed, only valuable for the splen- 
dour with which common opinioi#may invest it, 
the remark of the historian would be as correct, 
in regard to the importance of the naqntive, as it 
is in respect to its interest. But history is not 
written to affect the mind with brilliant exhibi- 
tions or romantic incidents. If it often chance 
to have the charm of fiction, it is only because 
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tmth u aometiines as atnngd, or ^ ttraager 
thaa fiction/' Its proper object is to build a 
bridge over the dark cbasm of the past ; to be in 
all respects the reflex of prophesy, and aid as to 
look back, hj the skilful employment of humaa 
leamingy as the latter, by a divine power, enables 
OS to look forward. Bat the record which is giren 
OS of past events is, therefore, equally yaluabley 
whether they have flown on in a regular or inter- 
nipted coarse, whether one age has been the pat- 
tern of another, or totally its opposite. In the 
one instance, we shall be able to discover how 
long certain motives of action can exist without 
being worn out ; and, in the other, how suddenly 
they can be destroyed or neutralized by a change 
of circumstances. 

If there were nothing else worthy of notice 
in the accounts which haye been handed down 
respecting the various crusades, there would be 
sufficient to interest us in the picture which they 
present of so many thousands of men, not mere* 
]y of different countries, but of different periods, 
uniting in one grand and uniform pursuit — it be- 
ing the second great phenomenon in the Holy 
Wars, that they were so many times revived, and 
continued to excite popular passion in their favour 
for nearly two hundred years. But to return to 
our narrative. 

The discouraging termination of the second 
crusade, added ^greatly to the distresses of the Sy- 
rian Christians ; and the famo. of Noureddin seemed 
to threaten them with immediate ruin. Baymond 
had fallen in battle with the Saracen shortly after 
the siege of Damascus, and his death was follow- 
ed by £e dismemberment of his principality, many 
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of the towns of whicb, left withoixt a ttifkst^r^ ¥6* 

signed their liberties to the Moslem chief without i 

a straggle. Baldwin of Jerusalem had, with dif- ] 

ficulty, in the beginning of his reign, freed hini- > 

self from the controal of his mother Melisinda ; \ 

but since that time, she had continued to recover ^ 

or retain a considerable part of the royal authority. » 

She was a conspicuous personage in the council [] 

assembled at Ptolemais, on the arrival of Louis ^ 

and Conrade, and she made her voice to be heard > 

in every debate of any importance. At the pe- '^ 

riod of which we are now speaking, she had i| 

carried her ambition so far as to dispute openly with ^ 

her son for the enjoyment' of sovereign authority ; v^ 

and the schism offered the enemy a strong tempta- |^ 

tion to attack the kingdom thus badly governed, i^^^ 

An assault was actually made on the Holy City j^ 

by a band of adventurous Saracens ; and had Me- ;^ 

lisinda and her son been the only defenders or >l. 

counsellors of the state, it must have speedily fallen ^ 

into the hands of the enemy ; but this misfortune ^ 

was averted by the bravery of several members of j^ 

the orders of religious knights. ^ 

The principality of Edessa, whose late nnfof- {T 

lunate master Jocelin died in a Turkish prison, ^^ | 

was soon after depopulated of its Christian inha- ^ 

bitants, and returned to the possession of the Sa- ^ 

xacens. The desolating conquests of the enemy, ^ 

which were thus daily threatening the dominions ^' 

of the faithful in the East, if they could be wit- |. 

nessed in Europe with only so much of enthusiasm (w 

that it ceased with the influx of distress and fo- ^ 

mine, operated differently on the minds of the ^ 

Syrian Christians themselves. They had come ^ 

out as pilgrims^ but they were now the settled in- ^ 
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Bfllbitaiits of tbelaad ; and mtnj of tfaen had been 
in the country, and f^lt attached to h, not only for 
hs holiness, but for its being the land of their na- 
tiyity. Where none of these feelings operated, and 
the subject was considered as a mere matter of 
otdinary concern, there were many reasons to make 
the approach of the Saracens an event dreadful to 
the Christians. They inight worship the Saviotir 
m any part of '^e earth, and in their native conn* 
try, or that of their forefathers ; they might quick- 
ly form new feelings of patriodsm and affec- 
tion ; bnt ii would not be so easy for them to find 
ti home in the parent-land, or the means of exist- 
ennce ; and this apprehension extended from ^e 
ineanest burgher to the proudest knighto and no* 
bles, and to the King of Jerusalem himself. 

It was not, therefore, oat of a mere principle of 
chivaby or devotion that Baldwin proceeded to 
the siege of Ascalon, but from motives of interest, 
which greatly added to the vigour with which the 
spirit of knighthood inspired him. Ascalon was 
an important post of defence to Egypt; and its 
possession would be, in the present situirtion of 
allairB, a most valuable advantage to the Chris- 
liBns. But it was protected by fortifications that 
seemed to defy attack ; and its bold and well pro- 
yiatoned garrison was sufficiently strong to meet the 
threats of the besieging forces. The Christian name, 
however, still continued to be dreaded in Asca- 
lon ; and it was only by the greatest exertions the 
Saracen chiefs could preserve the people from de- 
spair. Hie siege had continued for two months, 
when a fleet arrived from Europe with several 
bands of pilgrims- on board. Gerard of Sidon was 
already at the head of fifteen vessels ; and this re- 
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isfoftemeati both of the 9ea and land forcee, pro* 
daced the most joyful excitement thronghout the 
Christian camp. Had it not been for the cantiqaa 
and unceasing activity of the Mussulman chiefs, 
Ascalon must have at once fallen into the hands 
of the besiegers ; but every precaution was used 
to preserve the defences of the city ; and at night 
huge glass lanterns were suspended from lofty 
buildings, to prevent a surprise during the dark- 
ness. By these means they continued a success- 
ful resistance to all the efforts of the Christians ; 
and five months had passed without the latter hav- 
ing gained any important advantage. A fleet from 
Egjrpt brought reinforcements about this time to 
the city ; and this seems to have urged the Chris- 
tians to a more vigorous attack. From a move- 
able tower of prodigious size, they assailed the 
enemy with such force, that it seemed impossible 
the ramparts should be any longer defended, 
till at length the Saracens determined upon at- 
tempting the destruction of the formidable ma- 
chine. In order to effect this important project, 
they cast a quantity of wood under the part of the 
walk by which the tower was placed. On this 
wood they poured oil and other combustibles, to 
which they immediately set fire, expecting that the 
sudden combustion would speedily destroy the ma- 
chine. But, as when a similar experiment was 
tried at the siege of Jerusalem, the wind drove 
the flames with great force against the ramparts, and 
the fortifications speedily took fire. Through the 
whole of the day and night the wind continued to 
fan the flames ; and just as the mom was dawn- 
ing, the terrified inhabitants heard the walls tum- 
ble with a horrid crash to the earth. The Chris- 
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tSan warriors roused themselves at the qpise^ and 
ran towards the breach. A party of Templars 
mshed into the city, and others of the army pre- 
pared to follow them ; hut, to their astonishment, 
the holy knights had placed guards against the 
place of entrance, either* to forbid their fellow- 
warriors to follow, or to give them false intelligence. 
While, however," they were engaged in ^\agey 
which they hoped to enjoy entirely by themselves, 
the Saracens recovered from their consternation, 
rafiied a few of their best soldiers, and, tnmmg 
upon the Templars, speedily pnt them to fliglit. 
hk vain the dishdnbttrable chevaliers looked for 
help. None of their comrades were near, and they 
perished nei^ly to a man. 

The snccess with which this first band of their 
enemies was repulsed, enconr&ged the Moslems to 
make a still further resistance to the approadi of 
the besiegers ; and in a little time the latter were 
obliged to retreat to their camp, and give up all 
idea of the immediate possession of the city. So 
disgusted were the King of Jerusalem and several 
of the coblemen in the army with this event, that 
they proposed raising the siege, and returning 
home ; but the prayers of the ecclesiastics^ and the 
advantageous position which they now held, in- 
duced them to determine on renewing the assault 
the following day. At the hour proposed, the 
besiegers commenced their attack; the Saracens 
gave way ; and it was evident to the inhabitants 
that the city could hold out but a short time 
longer. Uttering the roost melancholy laments, 
therefore, they implored the chiefs not to continue 
a defence which would only expose them to stilj 
grmiter evils, or uselessly prolong their presen 
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Bufferines. A deputation was accordingly sent to 
the Cbnstian camp, and a proposal made to sur- 
render the city, on the condition that the inhabitants 
should be permitted to leaye it in safety in three 
days. The chiefs assembled in council received the 
surrender of the place with the greatest astonishment, 
and, as tbey had entertained little hope of such 
speedy success, attributed it solely to the provi- 
dentifd interference of God. 

A. D. 1163. We must pass rapidly over the 
events which intervened between this period and 
the preparations for the Third Crusade. Baldwin 
continued to resist the arms of Noureddin with 
various success ; but shortly after, having succeed- 
ed in repressing the attempts of the Turks in the 
princ^ity of Antioch, he died by poison, admi- 
nistered to him by a Syrian physician. His cha- 
racter rendered him, in general, the favourite of 
his subjects ; but instances are on record of his 
disregard of truth and justice, when his personal 
advantage required their sacrifice. Thus, for ex- 
ample, he had given permission to some Arab 
tribes to settle themselves on the pasture-lands of 
Paneas, where they had remained for some years 
in perfect confidence of his good faith. But it so 
happened that he found himself in want of money, 
and, without regard either to his knighthood or 
his religion, he seized the flocks and herds of the 
Arabs, and, with the price they brought, paid hia 
debts. But he was amply punished for his disho- 
nesty, by the defeats which he shortly after suffer- 
ed ; and many of his bravest knights and barons^ 
among whom was the Grand-master of the Tem- 
plars, were taken prisoners by Noureddin. 
Baldwin was succeeded by bii brother Amaury> 



AND TBE CRUSADES. 75 

trho was abhorred by every chw of the people, 
and was threatened, at the commencement of his 
reign, by a faction which proposed to change the 
order of succession, in order to exclade him from 
the throne. Bat haying overcome his domestic 
enemies, he turned his thoughts towards Egypt, 
the condition of which was favourable to his hos- 
tile intentions. The rivalship which existed be- 
tween the pretenders to the favour of the Caliph, 
destroyed the peace of the country ; and when the 
King of Jerusalem reached the borders of the 
Nile, he met an army, which speedily yielded to 
his better disciplined forces. At length the Vizier 
Dargam, whose authority was threatened by the 
approach of his rival, under the protection of one 
of the Emirs of Noureddin, solicited the assist- 
ance of the Christians, and offered to requite their 
services with the most liberal rewards. But he 
was slain in battle before his allies could render 
him the aid required, and his enemy Chaver was 
put in possession of the government. The latter, 
however, now began to discover the error into which 
he had fallen, by calling in an ally so powerful and 
ambitious as Noureddin. The captain of that vic- 
torious Moslem refused to leave the country, which 
he had reduced to the will of Chaver ; and the 
latter, seeing no method of freeing himself irom 
his treacherous friends, determined to seek the al- 
liance of the Christians, who were on their march 
towards Cairo. By their assistance, he succeeded 
in forcing the enemy into Bilbeis, from whence, 
after three months, he was obliged to retreat by 
capitulation. Soon after this, Noureddin suffered 
another defeat near Tripoli ; and the Moslems be- 
gan to tremble for the safety of their possessions. 
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till the enthusinBOi ,of their renowned leader, n^ 
stored their courage,, and again led them to vie-, 
tory. A new and formidable expedition was thea 
determined on by Noureddin and the Caliph o£ 
Bagdad, and Egypt wa^ threatened with an inypi^ 
sion by their united forces. 

Amaury, .on receiving intelligence of these pro- 
ceedings, assembled a council at Naplousa, and an 
army was quickly raised to assist the Vizier of 
Ilgypt in the defence of the country. The treaty 
of alliance having been ratified, the Christians of- 
fered the enemy battle near Cairo, and succeeded 
in driving him from his intrenchments ; but the 
advantage thus gained was not pursued ; and the 
Saracens retreated without much loss to Alexan- 
dria. The consequence, however, of the defeat, 
which they had suffered, was the present tranquil- 
lity pf Egypt ; and the King of Jerusalem reti^^- 
ed to his dpj^ainions, loaded with th^ qninific^t 
presents of the Vizier Chaver. 

But the riches and magnificence of Cairo had 
awakened the ambition and avarice of . Amaury. 
On his return to Palestine, he is said t9 bf^ve 
looked with contempt on the narrow boundaries 
of his kingdom, and to have regretted that he hfud . 
left Egypt unconquered. His ^larriage with thf^ 
niece of the Greek Emperor Manu,el did not con- 
tribute to lesson his ambitjous desires ; and be «t 
length invited his uncle to join with him in an at- 
tack on the country which had ao strongly excit- 
ed his avarice. 

When the enterprise was proposed Ia qouii* > 
cp, opinion was greatly divided ; on the subr , 
ject. The Hospitallers, whose luxury had he? 
gun already to make large revenues nec^yaiy ^ . 
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their silpport, were greatl^r in favour of the be- 
siegers ; most of the barons also, to whom the 
same necessities rendered so rich a prize an object 
of deaire, expressed siioilar santiinents; bat to 
the honour of the Templars be it spoken, they re- 
sisted with energy and eloquence the prosecution 
of a design, which they declared would be a vio* 
latton of Christian faith. The treaty which had 
been made it was not for them to break, witb« 
out any reason but their desire of spoil ; and» eren 
coesidered in a political point of view, the state 
of the kingdom was not socb as to render an obh 
dertidting of great basard and difficulty advisable 
at tbs^ tirne^ But these reasons were overruled 
by the King and his less honourable couosellorst 
tad the invasion of Egypt was finally determined 

upon. 

A. D. 1168. The Christian army directed its finU 
movements towards Btlbeis, which it took by as^ 
saiilt» and put the whole of the population to the 
sword. From this place, it proceeded by rapid 
mardies on the route to Cairo, whf»re the terrified 
Egyptians expected to see its banners displayed 
in trinmph over their ruined country. But all th^ 
eflbrta which despair could make> had been em^ 
pkyyed to avert the comm^blow. Noureddin bad 
been summoned to their as^stance, and the troops 
assembled on which confidence could be best 
placed in this extremity. In addition, however^ 
to these measures, they employed one which pro** 
mised a still better chance of success, sod 9mA 
ambaaBadois to Amaury, <^ring him a vast sum 
of mmiey to withdraw his forces. The King of 
Jerusalem had been already rendered doubtfol as 
to the fin^ issue of th» cmM^st. The pr^MxaiaQna 
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made by tfae Egyptians, convinced him that did 
eonqaest would not be so easily achieved as ha 
had at first imi^ned, and the approach of Novt* 
reddin's troops, filled bim with apprehensions for bis 
safety. Without any great unwillingness, there* 
fore, he assented to the proposals made him by 
the ambassadors, and suspended his march. But 
his base violation of the treaty was now met by a 
cunning, which, if nut equidly base,^ was well fit- 
ted to punish his treachery. The Egyptians, bsT* 
ittg gained- time by the negociation, hastened be- 
fore its conclusion to bring fresh forces into the 
field, and improve the defences of the provinces. 
In vain did Araaury, day after day, expect the 
payment of the stipulated sum ; and at length he 
found himself duped by the sagacious enemy, and 
was obliged to precipitate his retreat to Jerusalemy 
in order to avoid the increasing number of his 
foes. Chirkou, the captain of Noureddin's forcea» 
entered Cairo as a conqueror, and in that charac- 
ter retained possession of the country. - The Vi* 
cter Chaver was shortly after put to death by 
his infuriated subjects; and the conqueror him- 
self lived only a few weeks to enjoy his triumph 
and his new dominions. The Christians, m the 
meantime, though greatly depressed by the un- 
fortunate termination of the late expedition, ceaa^ 
ed not to pursue measures for renewing the at- 
tempt. Assisted by a Greek fleet, they laid siege 
to Damietta, but were defeated with great loss ; 
and'Amaury, in despair, proceeded to Constaatt- 
nople, to implore, in person, the assistance of the 
Emperor. His success, however, does not appear 
to have been very decided; and he retamed * to 
Jamaalevi only to see his states ravaged by Mitk- 
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•8 weU a» irtr, and to terminate his e» 
kIMfle wben nothing bat tronble tfnd deaalatimi 
smmced kis mdifects. He was snoceeded by faia 
Mm Baldwin, then only thirteen yeaia of age ; and 
the goTemment was given, during his minority^ to 
Raymond, Connt of TripoK. i 

But while the kingdom of Jemsalem waa 
threatened by disatteia both from within and 
without, a new enemy had been raised op by 
the eTents of the time^ whose genins and ooorago 
were likdy to proTo stail move formidable to the 
tottering throne of its princes. Saladin only 
wanted to be a Christian, to be ranked among 
the firat and the most glorions of chtralroiiaheroesfc 
This celebrated captain was descended from a 
tribe of Cuds« and was the nephew of the famona 
Chirkoti. When the latter besieged Alexandria; 
Saiadin distisgnished himself by the noblest deeds 
of Talonrfiand is said to hare solicited and obtain* 
ed knighthood from the Christian chief, who ad* 
mired and rewarded his virtnes. On the death of 
his mrcle, the Caliph of Egypt chose him from the 
rest of the Emirs in the array, as the saceessor of 
his deeeased relative. His courage and policy 
soon made htm master of Egypt; and on the 
death of the Caliph, he ^retained the supreme au* 
thority in lus hands, and put an end to the Fatt* 
ante dynasty. Whether the conqueror achieved 
this object .of hia ambition by the murder of hia 
master, or whether he was solely aided by. the 
aitoation of the Caliphate goremment, is mat-* 
ter of doubt; and the brilliant successes witk 
which lus usurpation was followed, soon renrt 
dered it dtffiadt to discover what was the aeal 
ehaneter of Ida .raeoaanoii. B«t whatever donhla 
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nay ^xist as to the guilt which in iumiiwl 
on aacendiog the throne of IS^gff^ it ia «ina** 
ter of littie di^cnlty to determine witfi wtittl 
degree of fidelity he served hia original aiiurtar 
Koareddin. That prince^ on learning the BieA« 
anres which his lieutenant was pnrsuiiig in lh^ 
conquered provinces, began to - be doubtful as to 
his loyalty, and put it at onoe to the proof, by 
claiming his assistance in Syria. But tbe death 
of Noureddin relieved the ambitious Saladin from 
his perilous situation; and he prepared himself 
either to resist or attack the less formtdahle power 
of the chieftain's son and successor. The young 
prince bad shut himself up in Aleppo; and hai^* 
mg sdicited the aid of the Christians, hoped sue* 
eessfttlly to resist the arms of his rival. SalatHn, 
too prudent to risk his new authority, when it 
STBS not necessary to hazard it, bribed the Chris- 
tians to enter into a truce with him, and hstom 
to Jerusalem. Another instance of bad faith On 
the part of tbe Franks followed this event ; and 
as soon as Saiadin had collected an army sufl- 
tient for the purpose, he hastened to pimish them 
for their breach of the truce. Baldwin, ihe young 
king, prepared to meet him, but was terrified ol 
the reports he heard respecting the graatneas of 
Ms army, and sooght protection within she Mia 
bi Ascalon. Having, however, recovered fgmt 
his panic, he made a bold attack i^n the caaap of 
the enemy, and routed him with great loss. Boa 
the success was only a passing one ; and he waia 
obliged^ to renew the truce which had been so di»- 
honoaiabiy broken. , 

But tranquillity was restored fbr only a very 
d»rt period. RsMLnd de Chatitton^raJi a d»vai* 
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liifV mh»9 iMmag captivated the afiectiom of Con« 
tamest widow of the Prince of Antiocb, had as* 
eoaded the thione of that territory. Bat he waa 
toon afiertakea prisoner by the Saracens ; aadt on 
ntnmiog from a long captivity, found his wife 
dsad» and his son seated on the throne, which ho 
had forfeited as nrach by his cruelty to the peo« 
f^ as by his impodence in war. He next marw 
ried.thft widow of the Lord of Carac, and becaoM 
asaater of aonw castlea on the confines.of Arabia. 
^Bnt his restless spirit would not suffer him to r^ 
unoccufued in his little domain ; and having 
with himself several Templars^ he rar 
laged the oountry, and laid the caravans which 
caaao in his way under heavy tribute. Sal»- 
din declared to the King of. Jerusalem, that he 
ehoukl consider these freebooting excursions of the 
Lord of Carac as violations of the treaty, unless 
speedily restrained by bis authority. Baldwin, in 
■vain, urged the necessity of peace upon his refrac* 
4bry vassal; and SaUdin again. prepared tomvade 
Palestbek For the present, however, he content- 
.ed himself with having merely intimated his in* 
•tantion of ravagiog Galilee, and then drew oS his 
lorcea to meet other enemies. Benaud de Chatil- 
km, on the retreat of Saladin, immediately renew- 
ed bis predatory excnrsioBs; hitf, in a desperate at- 
-tampt to reach Medina, his party was totally van- 
^utsbed; and the enraged monarch, after taking 
Tongeanee oa the prisoners, swore on the Koran 
to jreseat still further the insult be bad suffered. 

The unsettled condition of Jerusalem offered 

ovinry advantage to the enemy. The King was at 

- last reduced, by the infirmity of his constitution, 

to i^point a reg«[it;.and Guy of Lusignan.wsa 
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dioseft to fill iSkmt august office. TiM ooUevntt 
had obtained the adeotioos of Baldwin's aster) bat 
possessed no better qvalities tliaa those of a graea^ 
fyH peiBon. Their naarriage raised him to the liist 
aitaation in the state ; and OTory opportunity was 
afforded hiaa of doixtg good swvice to his subyaola 
and brethren. Bat be shortly proved hiaisalfSo^ 
4aUy tmqnalified.foT the duties of a prince* Sakf 
din was allowed to rarage the lordship oi C^a» 
a&resisted ; and the King saw his sceptre wiakied 
liy jk maxk whose haad seemed too impotent to 
Md a sword« Again> therefore, assuming the a»> 
preme aathority, he appointed the Count of Tr]>> 
^oli as PRgent, and <kelared Baldwin^ sofn of L»> 
aignan's wife by a former marriage, his sncoassav. 
The youog King, who was only fi^a years of: *ffs 
wa» crowned with groat solemnity ; and the ati^ 
xions ChristianB looked forward with hopae to his 
fntore reign. 

A. D. IISS* Bat these were not deatined to 
be eompleted. Shortly after the death of Bald- 
Win the Fourth, and while the disputes relalivB to 
Uie regency were at their height, the yoiithM 
monarch suddenly expired, and left the kingdom 
in a fearful condition of helplessness and anarchy. 
Sybilla immediately praSerred her claims (o the 
inheritance, which were strongly opposed by tlie 
Count of Tripoli. But by the advice of the Faftri- 
arcb, and of the Grand-master of the Tempbrs, sbe 
employed cunning to overcome the influence of har 
rival. Having proclaimed her determination to 
renounce Guy of Lusignan as her husband, and 
give her hand to a warrior who might be able to 
. defend the kingdom to which she laid claim, she 
proceeded to the Sepulchre, and there heard the 
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of ■ divorce fvoiioiiiiced hf the Palriafeh 
B. At the cosdvstoii of this eemmaoji 
the holy &ther desired her to give heraelf ftiHt 
bw CTOW& to him whom she deemed most worthy 
of tfaem* To the astonithment of the spectetore^ 
Syhtlla immediately approached her husband, aad 
placiiig the crown upon his head, obseired, thift 
tiiDse whom God had united) man oonki not se* 



The accession of Guy to the throne of Jemsa* 
lem, W98 opposed by several of the most powtt^ 
Ad of the barons. His incapaeity wto nnivenally 
known, and the loss of the Holy State 'wad pro*- 
pfaeaied as the aUnost nece ss ar y conseqnence of 
Us elevation. The sttoation of the Christiaos 
kad never been worse than it was at this time ; 
and signs in the heavens were again seen and ia- 
tajpnted as pMgnostics of the most terrible disa»' 
ters. '^ Impetaom winds, " it is said, ** tempests 
and storms, arose from all quarters of die sky. 
The eon was darkened for several days, luid haO<» 
stones fell of the size of an egg. The eardi itsell^ 
shaken by frequent and terrible convuktons, fore- 
told the rain and destmetion which were approach 
■lag, ^ wars and miseries which would shmtly 
ravage the land. The sea even could not be coi»- 
tained within its proper bounds, but, raging and 
hunting its limits by the fury of its waves, repre- 
sented the anger of God. Fires were seen in the 
«r, as if a house was burning; and all the ele- 
nents, and the whole architecture of Grod, seemed 
to dedare their abhcnrrence of man's impiety, and 
the ndn which was to come. '' * 

*' CsatifluaUon of WiVliam of Tyre. 
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The terrm* wliiGh ihem mippoted, ory {MifaipBi 
real, signa of the Dmne anger lAspired, wasfnily 
justified by the actual cimdition of the peopk» 
The men who coald alone defend them, .w«i» 
either retiring in disgust from the dcene of strife^ 
or Were wholly engaged in forwarding their own 
designs. The Seignenr de Carac continued, ittthe^ 
mean time, to provoke the wrath of Saladin bf 
hifi deyastations ; and when the Moslem approach,* 
ed his states, iive hnilkdifBd of the bravest kntghta^ 
of the orders of the Temple and of St John, pe« 
rished in their attempt to defend him. The sews 
of this bloody battle filled the King of Jerosalem 
with despair; and having no hope of saiety from 
bis own exertions, he sufficiently sabdned bis 
pride to solicit a recooeUntion with the Connt-of 
Tripoli, the late regent. Their friendship waa 
tmly established in time to enable them to concarft 
what measures were required to resiet tbe^^thren^ 
-ened invasion of Saladin. At the head of fifty thoii» 
•iKind warriors, and accomptoied by the bravest «F 
lii^ barons, the King, togc^er with the Connt of 
THpoli, proceeded towaiNJs Sef^onru But searce^ 
iy had they assembled on the plains to whkb thef 
had directed their march, when intelligeuee 
brought that Saladin had taken Tiberiae, and 
likely to be soon master of the citadel, in which 
the wife and children of Raymond were lodgoi 
during his absence. 

It was the instant advice ef most of the ehieb, 
that the army should be immediate led agaiaat 
.the Saracen. But the Count, with a noble dinre^ 
gard of his own interest, declared himself o£ a 
contrary opinion, and pointed out to them the 
danger of exposing the forces, on' which their last 
hope of safety depended, to the danger of such 
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w ea^Mdiofit. *< WiUingiy would I> " aui h9f 
*^ abaadon the eowaty of Tiipoli, pad all the poa« 
■MMEW which I hold, io sbto the city of Jeans 
Chriat.'' But aojittley unfortunately} had the 
warnons of this period been accustomed to that 
derotedaess of seal which distinguished their an- 
eestoiSy that the advice of Raymond was treated 
with sBspieion and coldness ; and the Master of 
the Templars succeeded in persuading the King^ 
thit he was in secret c<MTespondence with the ene«* 
mjr. Lusignan, ever open to . such suggestions, 
ininiediately gave orders that the forces should be 
pttS on their march against Saladin ; and with un- 
willing minds the barons found themselves obliged 
to subsiit to this indiscreet command. When they 
came in sight of the hostile army, they beheld it 
strongly posted on the hills which overhang the 
Lake of Tiberias. Their safety^ it was now evi- 
dent, depended on their being able to force their 
way to the Jordan ; and exhorted by the priests, 
iBSfHred by the sight of the true Cross, and urged 
forward by dread oi the destruction with which they 
were fn^OMtced, they fought with a desperation that 
astonished Saladin, and drew from him expressions 
of admiiation. The battle continued till night, and 
on the following morning it was renewed with 
equal fury. *^ It is Wednesday,^' said Saladin, 
^diorting his sf^iers^ on the previous evening, to 
fight valiantly, ^' a festival for the true believers, 
and the day on which Mahomet hears the vows 
whieb are addressed to him. Let us pray that he 
may give us victory to-morrow. " These inspirit- 
ing words were not lost on the ears of the faithful 
Moslems, who rushed upon the Christians as 
if they formed the <Hdy boirrier between them and 
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the Mesaed Talleys of Paradise. Tketr <iDa0l< 
irreiistible. The Christians gave way ; and %h^ 
one or ttiro ineffectual attempts to rally, tfae^ whid« 
army was thrown into confnsion. A fearful slangh'^ 
ter now commenced; and to increase the de^ 
Bpair of the yanqnished, the Cross, which had 
alone continued to comfort them in their misery^ 
was seen in the hands of the enemy; an4 soen 
after, Lusignan, the Seigneur de Carac, the Graod-t 
master of the Templars, and several other distia-i 
guished noblemen, were made prisoners by -the 
triumphant infidels. Of the few who escaped the 
sword, or were not made captives by the Moalenw, 
the Count of Tripoli was one ; but he shortly af* 
ter died of despair, some say froQV having been 
traitorous to the cause of his brethren ; but others^ 
with more probability, from the sorrow which he 
auficired at the gloomy prospect which their af* 
fairs presented. 

It is almost difficitlt to decide, from the exag^ 
gerated descriptions given of this terrible battle^ 
whether the number of the prisoners or of th» 
slain was the greater. Saladin, however, on r^ 
turning to his camp, had a tent prepared for the^ 
King of Jerusalem, and received him with kind«« 
ness and respect. Having given him some wine»' 
the luxury of which was increased by its having^- 
been cooled in snow, the unfortunate Lusignan* 
presented the beveri^e to the Lord of Carac ; but 
the Moslem held back his head, exclaiming^ that 
a traitor like him should not drink in bis presenee* 
The menaces with which this was followed, eii«> 
raged Renaud ; and he manifested his eootempt 
for them, as if he had still been at liberty, iyi4 in. 
hit own good eastle. Bui $akuiiD» fergettiag ^kuMt- 
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iatpfifemier wm unarmed, and totdlf defenceless, or 
d«e wanting m that noMeneaB of dispoekion which 
has been ascribed to him, strack him with his 
swbrd, and snfiered his guards to marder him be« 
fore his face. The foliowing dajr, a scene of far 
greater horror took place. The conqueror, seated 
on a tlHTone,' and snrronnded by Emirs and the 
most learned men of his court, snmmoned before 
him the Hospitallers and Templars, and, as a par- 
ticnlar hononr, gare his oonnsellors the privilege 
of each killing a captive with his own hands. 

Ptolemais, 'Napkuna, Jericho, and several other 
cities, opened thehr gates to the conqueror ; but 
Ascaion only surrendered, on condition that the 
King sboukl be restored to liberty, and that the 
women and cfaiklren should be sent in safety to 
Jerusalem. To the Holy City, Saladin himself 
hastened with all possible speed ; and the inha- 
bitants, terrified at the certain approach of ruin, 
came out to hear the proposals of the conqueror* 
He offered to permit them to depart without blood- 
shed, and to provide them with a settlement in 
some #tber province, if they would at once rengn 
theduelvee and the city to his clemency. But 
tlrn they declared their duty forbade them to do ; 
and in spite of the threats of Saladin, the terrors 
of K supernatural darkness, and the mournful la- 
mentations which resounded through the desolate 
streets, they hastened to prepare themselves for bat- 
doy and make die best resistance which their situ- 
ation woidd aHow. To obtain money for the pur- 
diase of the necessary stores, they despoiled the 
ebmvhes of their treasures ; while the citizens 
armed- themselves, repaired the fortificadons, and 
okoee IbeMn'de Balean for their chief, who imme- 
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diately created fiftf cfae^alien from the townsf 
people, in order to anpply the place of the noble 
knights who had fedlen in the late battle. 

Saladin fixed his camp on the spot which had 
been formerly occupied by the tents of Godfrey ; 
but a few days after he remored hia forces to tlie 
north side of the city, and began by undermining 
the ramparts, from the gate of Jehosaphat to that 
of Saint Stephen. In vain did the Chiistiaw 
sally forth from the town, and attack the enemy 
with the desperation of men that feared not death 
half so mucii as defeat. In vain did ihey rush 
against the strong towers and destmetive engines 
which menaced ^m with instant ruin; the steady 
and confident coun^e of the Saracens defied all 
their bravery and despair ; and sinking, under tha 
conviction that instruments of human warfioure 
could no longer avail them, the disheartened citi- 
zens fied back into the town, and were met by tfa« 
shrieks of their wives and children, the disregard* 
ed exhortations and prayers of the clergy, and vaia 
promises of the most liberal rewards, if they would 
return to the charge. Bat nothing could prevail 
OB them to renew the conflict ; and the streeta of 
Jerusalem were filled with bands of armed meUt 
who, forsaking the ramparts, joined in the procea* 
sions which the priests led in terror to the sepul- 
chre. 

At length it was determined that a deputalioD 
should propose to Saladin the surrender of tha 
city, on the terms which he had originally pr»« 
posed. But the conqueror rejected the o£fer with 
disdain, and declared his determination to take Jeni<« 
talem by storm, and put the inhabitants to the sword. 
On hearing this, the captain of the Christiana, 
Ibelin de Balean, used all his arts of persuasion to 
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restore some degree of spirit to his troops ; mid 
haying gidned a trifling success oirer the enemy^ 
he declared to Saladin, that, before they suffered 
him to enter the Holy City, they would destroy 
the objects most venerable in their eyes, and 
that they wonld each of them purchase an en- 
trance into Paradise, by sending ten Mussulmana 
to Hell. The resolution and despair evinced by 
this declaration, induced Saladin to pause before 
driying the vanquished to the extremity with 
which he had menaced them ; and he desired 
some hours to consider theur proposition. On the 
next day, he gave his assent to the proposals 
which had been originally made^ and the treaty 
was signed in his tent. According to this agree<* 
ment, the Christiana were to be safe from the 
swords of the Moslems, hut were not to hav« 
their liberty except at a given price, according to 
their sex and age. Thus, the ransom of a man 
was fixed at ten pieces of gold, that of a woman 
at five, and of a child at two. All whO' were 
unable to raise this sum, were to remain in slavery 
with their vanquishers. 

October 1187. Where could a painter find a 
subject more fitted for the best efforts of his art» 
than the departure of the Christians from the Ho» 
ly City? On the day sqppointed for that gloomy 
purpose, Saladin mounted his throne in the M\ 
pride and glory of a conqueror. The weeping in- 
habitants were summoned forth, and passed in 
solemn procession before their master. First 
came the Patriarch and the clergy, bearing the ves- 
sels and ornaments of the church of the sepulehra. 
The Qoeon Sybilla followed, lamenting both the 
miseries of her people, and the calamities of het 
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captive husband. With her came anamber of diif' 
armed kfiights and barons, and a crowd of wonlen 
and children, whose unrestrained lamentations-add- 
ed to the melancholy of the scene. In this man- 
ner they proceeded to the gate of David, the only 
one which had not been closed by the commstndia 
Of the monarch, and bid a long adieu to objects 
on which their hearts were now fixed with a ten- 
fold strength and affection. ' 

Saladin was of a generous and noble nature ; 
and though it is a gross absurdity of language, to 
call a warrior merciful, he was frequently open to 
feelings of pity and compassion. On the occasion 
of the Christians' banishment from Jerusalem, his 
conduct was marked by as much humanity as could 
be expected to remain in the breast of a man so 
accustomed to scenes of blood and violence. To 
several orphtos and indigent people he gave free- 
dom, without insisting upon any ransom. Women, 
who were weeping bitterly at parting from their 
husbands and children, were comforted by having 
them restored to them before they departed ; and 
the Queen received the kindest and most respect- 
ftil attention from the conqueror. Wh'en the ex- 
iles had all left the city, only thirteen or fourteen 
thousand Christians remained in captivity, and of 
these the greater part were children. 

The devotion of Saladin was equal to his oou- 
lage ; and he valued, it is said, his conquest the 
more, because it was achieved on the day of the 
Week when Mahomet ascended in his famous vi- 
sion from Jerusalem to heaven. His first care, af- 
ter the departure of the Christians, was to purify 
the streets, mosques, and every part of the city 
from the pollutions it had undeigone dtoing its 
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pof9««Bioii hf^^H^ffoBlM* The iiioM|«e of Onar^ 
tbat facred i&OBiim^nt of the Modem'a iii|ci«ii( 
tiiiiiiiph, obtained ban 9«pecifi] rfigard ; and ito walls 
9Bd parement weie purified if itji copious showera 
of water distilled from the fragrant roses of Dar 
masciis. On the Wednesday which succeeded his 
triumphant entry into the city, his army and folr 
iowers were summoned to attend him in the prin^ 
cipal mosque ; and, from the hallowed pulpit which 
had been erected by the command of the foundeiv 
the most learned doctor of the. law pronounced the 
thanksgivings of the faithful, for the victory whicb 
had been granted to the arms of their devout and 
valorous chief. 

Having thus given a brief view of the eircumr 
stances which led to the third great expedition of 
the Western Christians to Palestine, we must turn 
our attention from the desolated Jerusalem, to in- 
quire into the effect which the intelligence of its 
fell produced in Europe. The calamitous loss of 
the Holy City was ascribed, both in the East and 
West, to the crimes of the inhabitants* Their 
pride and licentiousness ; the quarrels which had 
been allowed to disturb . the peace of the devout 
worshippers at the Sepulchre ; and the avarice 
which had made every other object yield to the 
selfishness of the powerful ; — these were all now 
declaimed against with becoming warmth ; and it 
seemed as if the eyes of the Christian world had 
suddenly regfiined the faculty of discerning be- 
tween good and evil. It would have been well, 
if these feelings had led to the moral renovation 
which they appeared to prognosticate ; but they 
were mixed up too closely with the dread of mi- 
lades and omens to work steadily either upon xhp 
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reason or tbe heart. The painted images of bar 
Saviour and the saints were reported to have shed 
tears of blood at the fall of the Holy City ; and 
the awful prodigies, which the Jewish historian 
relates respecting the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Titus, were said to have been repeated on this 
occasion. But these, and similar relations, of 
which we hare such an abundance in the chroni- 
cles of this age, bear upon their front the signs of 
mere copies. In the instance of their real occur- 
rence, the voice of Heaven was alone heard in the 
terror-stricken land^^the arm of Omnipotence 
could be alone seen in the fiery darkness ; — but 
in all those refeiTed to, and, we may add, in all 
instances of imagined prodigies, we hear the preach- 
ings, the threats, or exhortations of men ; and hu- 
man hands may be seen busily astir, beckoning the 
multitude to follow their directions. The earth- 
quake which makes a desart of peopled cities, is 
alone thought of when the scene of ruin is visited, 
and the relation of its violence is listened to with 
awe ; but the feeling is inspired by* no effort of 
him who tells the story, to persuade us to build 
another city in the place of the one destroyed. If 
he should mix up exhortations of this kind with 
his narrative, and let us evidently see that he is 
Jess moved with the terrible remembrance of the 
spectacle he has witnessed, than by the desire to 
make it profitable to his purpose, we should, if 
we had only his words to judge from, at once 
doubt the veracity of his account. 

But from whatever sources the marvellous re- 
lations were drawn which were dispersed at this 
time through all parts of Europe, they had the 
effect of drawing the attention of both high and 
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loir to the bktory of the real calaitoilies which 
' had been safieired by the Christians of Syrig. 
Many whom"We may beliere to bare been out of 
the reach of the fables which engaged the regard 
of the less enlightened, were so strongly affected 
by the miserable events which had occurred, that 
tbey sunk beneath the weight of their sorrow. 
Urbane the Third, who was then Pope, and resid- 
ing at the time at Ferrara, wte one of those who 
fbk the deepest affliction at the loss of Jerusalem ; 
and he shortly after died of grief. His successor, 
Gregory VIII., soon after his accession to the pon- 
tifical throne, issued a bull, in which he exhorted 
the faithfol immediately to take arms for the reco- 
very of ^e Holy City from the infidel. <* Hav- 
ing learnt," said he, in this apostolic epistle, '* the 
awful sOTerity of the judgments which the Divine 
hand has exercised against Jerusalem* and the Holy 
Land, we and our brethren have been penetrated 
• with so great a horror, afflicted with sorrows so 
lively, that in the painful uncertainty which we 
have Mt on this occasion, we have only been able 
-to exclaim with the Psalmist, * Lord ! the Gentiles 
have seized thine heritage; they have polluted 
thy holy temple ; Jerusalom is now but a desart ; 
and die bodies 4>f thy saints have serred for food 
to the beasts of the earth and the birds of the air ! 
For after the suggestions of the devil had produe- 
- ed dissensions in the Holy Land, behold Saladin 
came with a powerful army to desolate it. The 
' King and the Bishops, the Templars and the Hos- 
pitallers, the barons and the people, rush to the 
encounter, bearing with them the cross of the 
Lord, — that cross which, in memoryof Jesus Christ, 
who suffered on it, and purchased, man s redenp- 
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tidil on it, ' was r^farded as tbe snltsl defetioe 
gainst the attacks of the infidel." Then, 
alluding to the frigbtfol slanghter which bad fol- 
lowed the snccesees of the Saracens, and showiog 
how great cause all Christians had to weep at tbo 
ciJamities which had befallen their brethren, lie 
continues, '^ Langoage is not able to express, the 
senses cannot comprehend, what has been oar af« , 
fliction — what ought to be that of a Christian pei>- 
ple, in leaniing that the Holy Land now sufiers as 
it did under its old inhabitants ; that land, render- 
ed illustrious by so many prophets ; iin>m which 
the lights of the world have gone forth, and, which 
is yet greater and more inefiahle ; that land^ in 
which God, the <areator of all things, became m* 
camate ; in which, by infinite wisdom and incom* 
.prehensibie mercy, he submitted to the infirmitiM 
of the flesh ; to the sufferings of hanger, tlnnst, and 
the punishment of the cross, and» by his death and 
glorious resurrection, wrought out oar salFalioB. 
We ought not, then, to attribute our misfortanes 
to the Judge which punishes, but to the iaiqaitifls 
of the people who have sinned, since we see in the 
flcriptares, that when the Jews returned to the 
Jjordf they put their enemies to flight, and that 
«ne of his angels was sufficient to aanihilale the 
formidable army of Senacherib» But this land 
has swallowed up its iahafaitants : it has not betti 
able to enjoy a long tranquillity ; aad the tnos- 
gressors of our divine law have preserved it bat 
for a short time, to give this example aad inslmc- 
tlon to those who sigh for the heavenly JernaaieiD, 
which can only be attained by good works, and 
through manifold temptations. Akeady had tbe 
pe<^e of these countries to fear that which has 
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oecnrred, when tlie frontier cities Ml into tin 
.ftBeds of the infidek. Would to heaTen that they 
Imd then had reconrBe to penitence, and that they 
bad eoiight to appease, by a sincere repentance, 
she God whom they had offended ; for the ren- 
geaaee of God is always tardy ; it surprises not 
the sinner ; it gires time for repentance, till at last 
wearied mercy yields to justice. But we who, in 
the midst of the desolation which ovenpreads this 
<sountry, ought to pay attention not only to the 
fiins of its inhabitants, but also to our own, and 
. to those of all Christian people, and who ought 
yet more to fear the destruction of the small por- 
tion of the faithful who still remain in Jndea, and 
-the ramges with which the neighbonring eountries 
nns menaced, in the midst of the dissensions whidi 
. exist between Christian kings and princes, between 
towns and villages ; we who see nothing an M 
sides but scandals and disorders, we ooght to 
weep, and say with the prophet, * Truth and the 
knowledge of God are not on the earth. I see 
lyings Harder, adnhery, and blood-thirBtiness, rule 
-m ^eir place* ' Repentance must every where 
prevail ; our sins must be effiiced by a voluntary 
penitence, by a returning to the Lord in sincerity 
and piety^ in order that, being corrected of our 
vices, and observing the malice and ferocity of the 
enemy, we may do for the cause of the Lord, that 
which the infidel fears n<»t every day to do against 
- hinu Think, my brethren, for what object you 
aae come into this woiid, and how yon ought to 
go out of it. Think that you will pass away as 
all things else. Employ your time, then, in good 
actions and in repentance ; give that which yon 
possess, because you have not made yourselves, 
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ftbd yon have nothing of your own ; for to ereste 
eren a worm is beyond all the powers of the earti. 
We will not say, * Restore us, O Lord ; bttt per- 
mit us to enter into the heavenly granary wfaidi 
thou possessest. Place us amidst those dirine 
fruits which fear neither the ii^uries of time nor 
the attempts of robbers. We will strive to re- 
conquer this land, on which Truth descended from 
heaven, and where she disdained not to endui^ 
the reproach of the cross for our salvation. We 
shall have seen neither the love of riches, nom 
perishable glory, but your holy will, O God! 
Thou who hast taught us to love our brethren as 
ourselves, and to consecrate to you those riishesy of 
which the disposition is, after this life, ao little^cte- 
pendant on our will. It is not more wondorfttl to 
see this land struck by the hand of God, than it 
is to see it afterwards delivered by his mercy. 
The will of the Lord «ould alone save it ; but it 
is not permitted to us to asic why he has done 
this ; perhaps he has desired to prove us, and to 
make us know that he who, when the day pf pe- 
nitence is arrived, embraces it with joy, and sacri- 
Bces himself for his brethren, although he die m 
his youth, embraces a great number of years. Re- 
member with what zeal the Maccabees were i&«* 
flamed for their holy law, and for the deK- 
verance of their brethren, when they precipitated 
themselves into the most fearful dangers, sacri- 
iicing thieir possessions and their Hves, and muttt- 
' ally exhorting each other rather to perish than see 
the profanations of the holy things of their rdi- 
gioo. Yet they lived under ^e law of Mosea, 
whilst we have been enlightenixi by the incarna- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the ezaqi- 
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pie of 80 mmj mturlyiB. Show thm your oou- 
lage ; fear not to sacrifice those eertbly poeeeesioiMi 
#hich can endare for eo short a time, and, in ex* 
diange for which, you ha^e the promise of those 
which are eternal, of which the senses cannot 
itomprehend the glory, and which, according to 
the Apostle, are worth all the sacrifices which we 
cm make to obtain them. 

« We promise, then» to all those who, with a 
contrite heart and a humble spirit, will not fear to 
undertake this painful journey, and who shall de- 
termine thereon from the motives of a true faith, 
and with the desire of obtaining a remission of 
their sins, a plenary indulgence from their of* 
fences, and eternal life as the consequence* 

" Whether they perish or return, let them know, 
that, by the mercy of Almighty God, and by the 
authority of the holy Apostles Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul, and by ours, they are freed from all 
other kind of penitence which may have been im- 
posed upon them; always proriding, that they 
hare made confession of their sins. 

*< The possessions of the crusaders, and their fa* 
milies, shall be under the special protection of the 
bishops and archbishops,- and other prelates of the 
church. 

** No inquiry shall be made in regard to the right 
of possession whereby a crusader holds any pro- 
perty whatsoerer, till his return or death be cer- 
tainly ascertained ; till either of which events, his 
property shall be respected and protected. 

** If he be indebted to any one, he shall not he 
obliged to pay interest for the debt. 

** The crusades shall not travel clad in costly 
raimenty with dogs, birds, or other such objects, 
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which are sigois of loxar^r and oeteaftatioB ; b|^ 
they shall provide themsekes with what is neeea-t 
sary, shall be simply clad^ and have the i^ipear- 
ranee of penitents rather than of men bent on the 
purauLt of vain glory.*' , 

This remarkable document will enable the reader 
to judge of the methods employed on this occasioti 
to rouse the sinking spirits of the Christians of the 
West. It contains a singular mixture of good 
sense and piety, with false notions as to the ohi 
jects of religions duty, and the wretched fallaeie^ 
of genuine Romish dogmas. But Gregory follow^* 
ed up his exhortations with well-directed exertionst 
and had just succeeded in uniting the commercial 
cities of Italy in amity, when an end was put toi 
his labours by death. His unfinished task was re> 
Bumed by his successor Clement III. ; and Wil« 
liam, the eloquent Archbishop of Tyre, who ar« 
rived in Europe about this time, both encouraged 
and aided him in his pious design. Shortly before 
the fatal disasters which had deprived the faithful 
of the Holy City, Heraclius, the Patriarch of Je^ 
rusalem, had visited the West, to endeavour, by 
his representations, to awaken the sympathy of 
the European monarchs. After having in vaia 
sought succour in France and Germany, he turned 
his attention to Henry 11% of England, who, it 
will be remembered, was at this time suffering 
under the opprobrium of having been privy to the 
murder of Becket. But though he had taken i^ 
vow to perform a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 
and was now urged by all the arguments which 
the zeal of the Patriarch could invent, he remoinr 
ed unmoved, and only professed his willingness- to 
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give hi* peemdaiy assistance in the war with the 
bfidel. 

' Th^ Archbishop of Tyre arrired in France at 
^ moment when the King, Philip Augustus, and 
Henry II., were on the ere of waging battle. 
But the mournful tidings which every day made a 
deeper impression on men's minds, and the en-* 
treaties of the Church, induced them to suspend 
boflitilitieB ; and William had the satisfiiction of 
addressing* both the monarchs in an assembly which 
they had mutually conrened near Gisors, and which 
met for ^e purpose of determining what measures 
enght to be pursued for the relief of Palestine* 
The topics which he urged upon the attention of 
the assembled princes, were similar to those which 
were employed in the letter of Gregory ; and he 
inflamed the derotion of his auditors by a parti- 
cular detail of the barbarities which had been per- 
petrated by the Moslems. His words penetrated 
the innermost hearts of his auditors ; and Henry, 
who nrast have deeply repented his indifference to 
the holy cause, when his aid might hare nyeried 
many of the disasters which had occurred, at once 
declared himself a soldier of the Cross. His ex- 
ample was followed by the King of France, who 
was equally mored by the representations of the 
prelate; and several of the bravest knights in 
Christendom then pressed forward to receive the 
SBcr^ badge of warriors for the Sepulchre of 
Christ. ' Among these were Richard, the celebrat- 
ed-eon of Henry, and many of the principal noble- 
men of France. 

' 'The hopes of those who looked forward to the 
r e to tw y of Jerusalem, as* an event of the utmost 
importaaee to Christianity in all parts of the world, 
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heard with delight of the acceauoo of 09 mugi 
brave and distinguished warriors to the cause. Tb^ 
Church also failed not to use her efforts to sup- 
port the excitement she had succeeded in awakeny 
iag» and appointed proper psahns to. be uaed everj 
day of the week, in reference to the subject of her 
anxiety. Bat the measure which seemed mosf fit(e4 
to insure the sucpess of the undertaking^ was lo* 
aQlved on in a council of the chief promoters of 
the design, both lay and ecclesiastical. By on^ 
^ their decrees, all those who did not persosfiUy 
<BOgligo in ^A war were to pay a tenth p^t ojf 
their revenues and moveable property towar<i« it| 
expenses. Peter de Blois alleged, in opposition 
|o this ordinance, which extended even to the po»r 
aeasions of the Church, that the clergy coutnbula4 
an ample share of assistance to the enterprise bf 
their continual prayers for its success^ But U9 
objections wer^ overruled ; and all priest^ aa well 
aa laymen, were threatened with excommw|iiea« 
$ion if they resisted the decree of the counciJL 
Ooe or two religio<^ orders were, therefoce^ aloM| 
exempted from this heavy tax, which,, op accooAf 
of its origin, has been called Saladin s Tithe* > 
, But after the various sums collected by thea^ 
meaaa were put together, the expenses of tfa^ w^ 
see^ied still insufficiently provided for. The mvfif 
ner in which the tax had been levied was arbitrairy 
in the extceme, i^id the mode employe^ in ctJ^ 
kcting it was not less so. A Templart an Hob* 
pitaller, an Archbishop, and a Priest, with othec 
functionaries, attended in every district, and who9 
any one was considered to have paid lese .tb«a a 
tenth of his income, a comnuttee of four peiaom 
kk the parish was elected to decide the qufwtioi^ 
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Hiie inoet inqaidterial snrfsey, dMrafere, wm roadtf 
of the f»ivate ajSkirs of eyery ii)di?idaal» and tha 
entfavnasm of the faithful hem reoeired ita moat 
ibrmtdahle check. But thaa far the proceedingi 
af the cmsadera were colMuri^le> by the Mifipaat'* 
tion that all was done for the good of the charcb» 
k whciee prosperity atni tuanqaillity erery Chri«> 
tiaa was alike ioterested. The <tisgniceftti violeBCO 
which was exercised agaiast the anfortanate Jew8» 
was neither to be justified by any reasons of this 
nalorey ner was it palliated by the caatM witli 
iriiidb common humanity Bugbt have taught tbeiv 
peffseeatorB to proceed in their work* At the 
WBid of a fanatic, the Kings of France and 'Eng** 
hnd mlatad CFory priadfile d ]%w tod jnaticei 
sod the property of the terrified Jews was aeised 
without; acmple to support the holy designa of 
these pteus porinoes. 

B«t the whole design was, shortly after its coun 
nesceaaenty endangewd by the disputes which took 
pkcB ketween Henry and Philip. The ungenemMKi 
peMcy of libe latter hafing drsnm Prince Richard 
into an WMiaturai quarrel with his Hslher, the traB-* 
fuiUtty of Cllhristendom was destroyed by the con* 
teat of the two gveat snpportecs of the cmsado* 
in vdn did the Ctrdinal Albano, the Pope's legatoi 
ftikniBate his excommunication against RiGhard» 
and tiiventen PhiHp with the same punishment, for 
his ^BokediefiGe to the commands of the chnrob* 
Hiey persisted • in fheir designs aga«ast Ae -do- 
minions of Henry ; and at length that monarch was 
obHi^ed to agree to a peace, on terms which it b^ 
came not a j^ince of his power and capacity t0 
accept^ and much less » eon to impose upon his 
Ume. Tbe utffortum^ Kiagi however^ did not 

VOL. II. I 
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long snmve the mortification he had felt in bang 
reduced to purchase sneh an ignoble peace with 
Riicbard and bis confederate ; and his death pul the 
former in possession oi the crown, which he had 
employed so many artiices to obtain during the 
lifetime of his father. 

The first appearance of Richard on the scene is 
not calculated to excite any interest in his favour, 
for he was not only guilty of the basest conduct 
as a son, but consented to employ a species of 
falsehood and cunning in his proceedings, which, 
according to the right principles of chivalry, ought 
to have covered him with shame and reproach. 
He is represented, however, as feeling the deepest 
sorrow At the remembrance of his past conduct; 
and as some atonement for his guil^ he immedi* 
«tely exerted himself in aid of the expedition to 
Palestine. He had taken the vow of a crusader 
at Gisors ; and the time now appeared come in 
which he might at once cover his sins, imd reap 
knmortal glory by his bravery. The want of 
money was the only difficulty with which he had 
to cope on the occasion ; and this was soon remor'- 
ed, by his determination to rifle the rich cofiera of 
his Jewish subjects. But his ofience against jna*- 
tice, in respect to this persecuted people, was not 
limited to robbing them of their wealdi. The rude 
multitude, whose passions were alwajrs awake when 
any opportunity was afforded them of treating a 
Jew with barbarity, perceived the disposition of 
their monarch with a terrible sagaciousness, and 
every part of the kingdom was defiled with the 
blood of some mis^abJe family of Israelites. In 
York, such was the horror with which these poor 
people expected the approach of their persecators. 
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tliatfive favndredol tbem maidarwl their wifies 
and children in the baildmg to which they had Mk 
for refuge, and, h«Tiog thrown their bleeding bedie* 
over the walls to the infuriated rsbUe, they set 
fire to the boose and perished in ita rnins.* When 
Richard had largely increased his fnods by thie 
iniqaitons expression of the Jews, he proceeded 
still farther to anguent them by the sale of the 
crown lands and leveBnes, and even of. the priBci« 
pal affayrs of state. He thai endeavoured to pi«»» 
ride for the safety of the kingdom, thus pIMaged 
by its aovereign, during his absence, by oompel«> 
ling bis brother John, «id also Geoffi«y bis imi^ 
tnrtd brother, to Innd tfaemeelves by oath not to 
enter the country while he was abroad ; but he saw 
reaeon to remove or modify the prohibiticm, and 
baring appointed the Bishop of Durham and Ely 
as regents, he departed in fnll confidence of hav- 
ing done every thing necessary to the security of 
hie dominions. 

A. D. 1189. In the plains of Vez^y the two 
Kings met, and embraced as friends that were 
boond to ea^ other by the most solemn ties of 
laith and duty. The calamities which had de» 
stroyed the former armaments, had warned them 
from attempting to lead the present expedition to 
Syria by land, and taking an affectionate leave of 
each otber,they 8eparatod,Richard directing his route 
for Marseilles, and Philip proceeding to Genoa, where 
their fleets were respectively ordered to await their 
anivai. But while the Kings of France and £n^ 
land were thus preparing for their expedition> the 
Emperor Frederic BarbarooBa, nephew of Conrade, 

f Hiim«» 



wm for OB Ms wmy to PaJettiae. Moved bf dbr 
yefsnariom. of WiUiam of Tjrte to lake a part kk 
tba CKpe^riion, he had qatekly eoUected an army 
^ompoMd of the best discipliiied and brav^est «£ 
Im troops. ' Haviof^ sent Saladin a formal deokiia* 
tioa of war, and desired the Emperor of Coostaii- 
iinopfo and Saltan of IconisiiD to grant him a firee 
padsafie tfaro«g:fa their tenitodcst. he set out from 
RatisboMie. He bad soafct^y arriTed intbia the 
bonndaries of the Greek enpirey whe» he §oiand 
bims^ on all sides sarrounded by tho troops of 
the perfidious Emperor. Bat ke.fbo)^ his way 
tbrongh them, and reduced their master to svpplt^ 
cttte a peace ok any terms. He then paased the Hel- 
lespont, and had jnst reached Laodicea,- wheii be 
WHS assailed by an army of Turks, which he rooiedy 
and proeeeded to Iconhtm, where bis soidiersy afittf 
a short sie^ w«re snfFered to repose tbemaeLfes 
iron their arduous msErck. Refreshed by this 
intenral of rest, the Emperor led his foreeo U^ 
wards Syria ; but faafii^ reached the banks of the 
Cydnus, or the Selef, * he was teospted^ by tba 
beauty of the stream, to bathe, aad almost inatoaA 
death followed the imprudent indulgence of the 
desire. His army, after the loss of ite bratna 
leader, was speedily diaunisbed by destrtions and 
the difficulties of the way; and a very small por- 
tion of it, under the conduct of his son, reached 
the city of Ptolemaas. 

The Kings of England and Franee bad in the 
mean time put to sea ; but, as if they were t» 
most with as many difficulties by water, as their pie- 
deefMon had on land^ a ▼iolent storm alteiided 

• Micbsiid. 



«riirir '«e«iMy>aod thejr wen dmen to taeh Atku 
-jBiliia port of Mesmaa. Tbcir detentioii liers dw- 
ing the whole of the winter, again thieatoned the 
fiDceesB of the nndertakiBg. The moet bkter en- 
111117 toiric place of the ftiendship which had been 
profeesed by the two menaiehs. The late Kmg 
4f Sillily had been married to Bicfaard a Bister, who 
WAS etiU living, bnt sofiered many indignities hma 
Taoored, the reigDUg prince. The anger of the 
En^isfa monarch was, therefore, justly dreaded by 
the new sovereign; bnt he had still greater rea- 
• sens to fear the power of Philip. The Emperor 
of Germany, with whom the French King wan in 
close alliance, had maitied Constantia, the right- 
fol heiress to the crown of Sicily ; bnt TancHped, 
her natural brother, had contrived to possess hkn* 
self of her inheritance ; and thoe the approach «f 
the crusaders filled him with the greatest appro- 
hensions for the safety of his throne. For some 
time be succeeded in warding off the antieipaAed 
evil, but the jealous temper of Richard was ex- 
cited by some supposed i^ronts upon his aixtho- 
rity ; and while he was consulting with Philip, In 
an open field, upon the subject, his guards at- 
tacked the Messinians, and entered the city sword 
in liand. By his eomnand the EagMsh ensign 
wns hoisted on the walls ; and Philip, who was 
eneamped within the town* regarded this circMU- 
stance as a gross insult upon his dignity. The 
obnoxious standard was removed at his request ; 
but anioMsity is supposed to have l<mg existed 
from this event. The next cause of quarrel was 
Richard's refusal to marry Alice, ^e sitAer jof 
Philip ; bnt this dispute was also terminated with- 
out any farther consequences, than the dislike 

i2 
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nAkli ^ e i nMy rniaias n Ae niinds «f midimtk 
n Pliilif^ flmd Ridmnly after a difiereiiee «f fong 
'COiltiiniftiMS^ 

Sberdy aftir ifo reconcilMtNin ef ihe m tmmr dm 
>tM»k ^ilce, B«rengarm» liie dftagliter of tbti Kiii|^ 
df Namre, arrired in Sierlf, aecompaaied liy 
Rkbatd't mother ; and Philip hanng alnsad^ te^ 
^aigned his claims upon Hum hi ri^;iutl Uf Aiio», 
and set .sail for Palesttatt, the EngliBh raonareh 
dfetemined on esponiing the Piineess Berengaria. 
• Having divided his fleet into two sqoadrons^ in 
ame of which his intended bride and the QneeB- 
.dowager of Sicily embarked, he set sail, but had 
•cartdy cleared the port, whenr a -riokant storm 
arose ; and the ▼etsel on which thftf princetses niwre 
aibifif^, was wreeked on the coast of Cypms. 
Isaac, the Bmpevor, as he styled himself, of the 
island, r^oieed at the mk spoil which this and 
' the otiier ships stmaded on his coast afforded hiat, 
imanediajtely made prisenen of the crewi^ and left 
Berengaria and the Qnecn t» the fary of the 
atona, and lAm bad sheUer of their stranded vessel. 
Bnt Richard seen appeared off the island ; and 
bearing of the baibarous conduct of the asonareh, 
. he disembarked, entered his capita) by storm, and 
'lamng obliged him to snrrender, threw hkn into a 
'dnngeon, bnt, eat of compassion for his misfbr- 
tMMs as a sovereign, bovad him with fetters made 
' of silver instead of iron. He then appointed go- 
vernors to protect the island ; and having cele- 
brated bis nvptinls with Berengaria, agam set sail 
far Syria, tddng his bride with him, and die 
danghter of Isaac 

A. D. 11 91. When Philip arrived at Ptolemais, 
the siege of that city had already lasted more than 



tpiL y«««; aad die bkHid of both Chrittitas loid 
SMUcens had flowed in ample streams beneath its 
walls. The sight of the King of France, with his 
biare anny, filled the Christians with a joy which 
they had rarely felt since the loss of Jerusalem. 
Bat Philip declared his determination not to a^ 
tempt any conquest till the arrival of his associate^ 
the King of Engkoid. It was .^et long, howeTer» 
before the fleet of that monarch hove in sight. By 
"the wsy, be had attacked imd swik a vessel of the 
enemy, laden with stores ; and his name wafer al* 
leady » terror to thcf Moslems, and a promise of 
soceess to the faithfal, who awaited his arrival* 
Bttt before detaibig the i^)erations ^f the two 
priacea» each ardency bent on the #eqfusiti(tt of 
gloryy and equally desvous of. outshining: bis com- 
paiitoii» we most levert to the eveota which had 
takea- plaee in Syria befoiw their appearance on 
the Buiafi. 
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CHAPTER IV- 

COMXIMUBD SUqClflSBS or 8ALA2>IK.^»UCHABD OF ^JKGLAIip» 
A]|D PHIUF OF F&ANCB ARJUVE IN FALESTINE.— «IEGE OF 
PTOLEMAIS. CONBADE CHOSEN KINO OF JEKUSALEM— HIS AS- 
SASSINATION.— VALOROUS XXPLORS FBJlfOBJCCO BT BlCMUt^. 

Though JeroMdein was lost, die spirit which had 
tmimated the faithful to acfatere its conqnast W9b 
not stthdued ; and Saladin, so long as tho van- 
qvished people Tained a grare in the holy soil of 
Palestine, more than a lordly dweUing in «ay 
other part of the world, was still but faidf mailer 
of his new dominions. The little remnant of 
brave warriors which existed after the sweeping 
destruction of the late conflict, was closely shut 
np within the strong fortifications of Tyre. To 
this place, therefore, important both for its si- 
tuation and its strength, the conqueror directed 
his arms, soon after his conquest of the Holy 
City. But, just as it was on the eve of aur- 
rendering to the numerous forces of the Saracen, 
Conrade, son of the Marquis of Montferrat, who 
had lately distinguished himself in his defence 
of the Greek Emperor against his seditious sub- 
jects, and had been rewarded with his daughter 
in marriage, appeared in the city, and offered 
to take part in its defence. The chivahmis de- 
votion of the noble warrior to the falling cause re- 



WffNfd die O Qiraffl of ila* <^h6s defendam* Tbe 
fnefificMktaiM were rapaared ; and Sakdia nw hira- 
aelf oUiged to prepare agaift Aur the atsanlt of a 
tewBy whkh be faed every noment expect would 
epen its galee te reeem tiUB^ The £ather of Con- 
rede wee now hm prisoaer, and he threatened to 
(BKpoae htm ia the irost of hk ranks^ if the city 
were not apeedily surrenderecL The answer of 
the seo was, that he would not cease to defend 
the fdty for audi a threat; that if it were neces-; 
^ary to the cause^ his own arrow sbenld pierce the 
heifft of his father ; and that be should then glory 
at being the son of a Christian martyr. The bold- 
ness with which tbe oitiaaaa proceeded to the de- 
feoee of their walls nobly seoooded this brave de* 
iance.. Even ehildren and wooaen busied them* 
aelves in the prepafattone ; and the desperate conr* 
age of the besieged at length compelled Sale;*' 
dbi to retire &am the place, and direct his forces 
"agaiaai Tripdi» which, like Tyre, still resisted hif 
arms. 

A Spanish chevalier is mentioned as having dis- 
tingnisbed himself by the most valorous exploits 
in tlie defence of Tyre; and he is again celebrated 
in the aceeunts of the siege of Tripoli, where his 
deeds were crowned with such brilliant suocessy 
that the Modem was again obliged to retreat with- 
e«t kanring efifeeted bis purpose. Saladin was, howi- 
ever, more suceessfol in his attacks on the castle 
of Carae and on.Tortosa; and he had sufficient 
eenfidence k the security of his situation, to re^ 
stem the captive Luaignan about tlus time to bis 
liberty* But, previouslyto disuissnig him, he exactr 
ed MM mAt by which Lnsigaaa bound himself to re- 
«0|inK» all pretensiimB to the kingdom of Jerusalem, 
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and to return to Earope. The liberated captiTe, how** 
ever, had scarcely left the tent of his conqcreror, whea 
an assembly of bbhops freed him, by their decrees, 
from the obKgation of his row. He then proceed- 
ed to Tyre ; but Conrade refused to admit him, or 
kllow his ciaim to the city ; and the unfortunate 
King, as a last resource, collected a band of abdttt 
nine thousand men, and determined on laying siege 
to Ptolemais. The attack was commenced imme- 
diately on their arriring before the walls ; but they 
were terrified from continuing their bold attempt, 
by a report that Saladin was on his march to the 
relief of the town at the head of his powerful ar- 
my. To their great delight, howerer, a fleet of 
fifty vessels approached the shores, bearing twelve 
thousand Christian warriors from Denmark* and 
dther states of the North, well-armed and pro^ 
vided with large quantities of valuable storee. 
These were followed by a troop of English, head- 
ed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and anotlier 
from Flanders ; and thus reinforced, the little army 
of Lusignan took up a strong position on Mount 
Turon. 

Saladin paused not an instant in his nmrck te 
Ptolemais, now threatened by so formidable a 
band of besiegers. By a valiant attack upon the 
Christian lines, he made his way to the city ; and 
reassuring the garrison by his words, and leaviirg 
two of his most experienced generals to take 
charge of the defence, he fixed his camp on Mount 
Kaisan, from whence he determined to make an 
assault upon the forces of the besiegers. These 
were every day increased by fresh troops of piU 
grims from the West, who, having been incited to 
undertake the voyage, by the exhortations of th* 
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Pope and the yenerable preachem of the cniaide» 
jHreifenred setting out in small detached parties* to 
joining the royd annaments of Richard and Phi* 
Hp. . The mege had now continued forty days ; 
and the Christian anny» impatient of fiirtlier de- 
lay, received the signal for battle. The numerous 
ionses immediately descended into the plain, which 
separated them £rora the enemy ; and the gallant 
iqjpearance of the knights and barons, armed with 
lances and swords, and covered with glittering 
mail, inspired the Moslems with apprehension. 
Several bishops are mentioned as having appeared 
in full armour at the head of the troops ; and the 
King of Jerusalem was preceded by four cheva* 
lieiB who bore the holy Gospels. 

Saladin regarded the preparations and far-stretch- 
ing lines of the Christian force with apprehension^ 
and had tho mortification to see the left wing of 
his army give way almost immediately after the 
commencement of the engagement. The Chris- 
tiana followed up the advantage Jtbus gained with 
desperate resolution. The enemy was driven from 
his encampment, and the victorious believers 
were masters of the hiU on which he had posted 
himself. But suddenly the Moslems rallied; 
the Christians, surprisjsd in their eager search af- 
ter booty, were assailed at a disadvantage ; an A- 
rab horse, which had broken loose from its rider, 
was pursued by a party of soldiers ; the idea seized 
the mt of the army, that their speed was occa- 
sioned by the pursuit of the Saracens; and^ in 
an instant, the field was covered with the scat- 
tered forces of the faithful, all seeking to escape, 
by the rapidity of their flight, the swords of the 
enemy. Saladin hesitated not to take immediate 
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adMBtoge of ibe panic wfaich hmA seisieii liit mii 

rtftsary ; fifid, in his pvfsmty he killed <c»r took priw 

BOiieiv- tbe i)68( aad noblest of the Chriatiai^ wm**, 

n^m* Sat sach was the impvesBion which the 

pievMNM itttceess of the enemy^ had made tin thiv 

Mind ef SakdiD, .that he did not attempt to [mbt- 

sae his nctioiy by any iaither attack on ilie boetile 

army. ^ Tbe feelmf whtcfa he bad hiaaaelf oa the 

saJbjeot was partaken ky his praaeipal officeis; aiiii 

it<mm debated inooancy, whether it would aet ba 

tbe aoNt pitidest Keatare to retire from a <dlyf the 

defence ef wiiidi iwd akeady cost them sedeaiiy^ 

The> MotleiD foreee wene finally led to ike minu»< 

tam-Eaioabay.. where they were eaoaaiped for dm 

winter ; and the Chrialiane were kft to panme* the 

sieger without any present kmerivption fima the 

aasadte of Spdadin. Bat t nen s a ges were sea* eott* 

linualiy to warn him of the dimger ef the city^i 

and, as no other oaaitem cotdd be so well tniirted^ 

or had so fiair a dmnce of eaeaping the parsoit «f 

the eaenpf^ pigeons were em|doyed to ceavey thea* 

messages to hie caaip. 

As soon as the spring had vendered l4ie coonlry 
more panak]e» Saladin again descended ato the 
pkaa, and <adnHiced towards tbe Christian luata* 
Tbe besieged, encoaraged*byhiB preaeoce,4in9loy4> 
ed aJi the nest formidable acts oi defence ; ami 
the engines whidi the Enmks had placed agaiaat 
tbe walls were bamt to the gHnmd, ^eitbcflr bjf 
flaming arrows, or aaptha, which was barledupwi 
them in pots filled with that uiflammable matetiidi 
The troops, in the mean time, were attacked 
witheat basing by the forces of Si^in, and ai^ 
most ev«ry day was witness to a pitched battla 
betweeathe two laighty armaments^ The 
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Um^ which came hdea from the east and west 
whb supplies for the respectire cainps, were seen 
jekung in furious conflict as they piiessed towards 
the port ; and the whole circumference of plain» 
moantain and ocean, appeared corered with hosts 
of waitiors all engird in desperate conflict. On 
the festii^ of Saint James, howeyer, the Chris- 
tians, impatient of the partial success which had 
altHided their occasional encounters, pressed thetr 
cbiefis to risk a more general engagement. The 
dsshre was granted ; hut their conduct scarcely an* 
swered to the anxiety with which they had soli- 
cited to be led onward. After a sudden and im- 
petnoaa onset, they wore totally routed by the 
Saracens ; and the garrison, making a sally at- the 
same time from the city, their camp was pillaged* 
and seyeral of their women and childi^ were car- 
ried away by the cimquerors. The news which ar- 
rived about this time of the death of the Emperor 
Baibarossa, and of the dispersion of his forces 
wUefa took place shortly after, increased tl^ur dis- 
comfiture, and sereral of the chiefe began to me- 
ditate a retreat. A rictory, however, which their 
fleet gatned over the vessels of the enemy, re- 
in^ired them with hope ; but this was once more 
dissipafted by a similar circumstance in favour of 
the Saracens ; and thus the combatants shared slic- 
eess sad defeat almost equally between them. But 
as the winter season again approached, the Chris- 
ti«M • began to be less frequently supplied with 
stores by the arrival of vessels from Europe, and 
fiuBtiM and disease made fearftil ravages in their 
camp. . To describe the miseiries^ which were suf-^ 
fered on this occasion^ would be only to repeat 
what has akeady been said^ the account of the 
vol*. II. K 
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aiegeft of Aniioch ai)d other plaoas dv^riiig the for- 
mer crusades ; but euch was the extremity of mi- 
sery to which they were soon reduced, that many 
of the bravest ai^dm^t faithful warriors, sunk be- 
neath their misery 'and were driren, by .their suf- 
ferings, to offer to renounce their religion for die 
sake of receivii^g succours from the Moslems. Fre- 
deric, who had taken the command of the German 
crusaders, after the unfortunate death of the Em- 
j)eror, perished of want and sickness Jn this cala- 
jmitous period. The Queen pf Jerusalem, ^so^ 
died about the' same time ; and the ambitious Con- 
rade increased the distress and confusion of the 
Christians, by marrying her sister Isabella, whom 
he caused to be divorced from her lawful husband 
Honfroy de Thoron, and thjpn laiddaim to .the 
prown of the sacred territory. 

Conrade, it will be remembered, had alre^4y .^ 
wife living, the daughter ^f the Gr^ek Ei^peror, 
whom he had |eft at Cqnstantinoplei when he^^t 
forth on his chivalrous expedition to Pi^estine^ 
This circumstance, V^ether witl^ the divorce whi^ 
he was obliged tq procure for Isabel, oqcasion^ 
great displeasure to the more qonsoientious of the 
&ithful ; and the weak and unforimiate Guy of Ln- 
signan lost no opportunity of exclaiming agauiet 
tlie usurper of his throne. But Comrade had 
many claims to the respect pf the arn^y. He bad 
performed prodigies of valour in the defence -f^f 
Tyre ; he wjbs master of that important city ; ,aad 
was on the whole, perhaps, the prince in whone 
bravery and experience the discomfited ChristiaDS 
ipight the most safely place r^iance. Opinion 
was thus, divided on ^he ii9p^ortant<iuea^^ of w^ 
should be King of Jero^aleip, and the ipoet ruin- 
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<m comeqaenc^ would probably hare foll^WiMl 
horn the disseiisioiifl between the two parties in th^ 
army ; but the Bishops pradently proposed that 
the decision shonld be referred to the Kings of 
England and Fnmce, who were every day expect- 
ed ; and they thns obtained the advantage of put* 
ting off the danger of the contest, till they should 
have more antfaority to ward off its evil conse* 
qnences. 

The arrival of the two monarcfas was celebrated 
by the Christians with the greatest expressions of 
delight ; and as Saladin cast his eye over the' vast 
plain covered with their tents, he trembled for his 
newly acquired dominions. But the power of the 
crusaders was threatened with a fearful diminu- 
tion^ by the pride and dangierous rivalry of Rich- 
ard and Philip. The latter, it is said, promised 
three gold pieces a month to the knights in hi« 
army who were without money. Richard, on hear- 
ing this, immediately prdmised four to those of 
bis chevaliers who were in a similar situation ; and 
from this and other circumstances of a like na- 
ture, the formed animosity which existed between 
them regained possession of their minds. When, 
ih^ subject, therefore, of Con'rade's pretensions to 
ihe crown of Jerusalem was proposed for discus- 
■iott, Philip, who seconded his claims, was imme- 
diately opposed by Richard, who contended for 
the rights of Lusignan. In the midst, however, 
of these disputes, the conitest with the Saracens 
was carried on with' equal vigour as at the fii^t; 
Bad it was not till the two moharchs fell sick that 
any piiuse took place in the conflict. The gene- 
rous conduct whith w)AS evinced by Saladin on 
AAb cMscamii has been detfervedty celebrated. To 
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fefreth the Cbristiaii princes in their illneny he 
aent them supplies of Damascns pears and other 
delidoQs fruits, and an intercourse was kept up 
between the three kings^ which manifests a high 
refinement of sentiment in the warriors of that 
period. 

* Neither Richard nor Philip had suffered their 
sickness to keep them entirely from the battle-field i 
but instantly on their recovery, the proceedings of 
tibe army again commenced with wonted Tigour. 
Success, however, still hung doubtfully between 
the two armaments, and equal yalonr was dis- 
played by the Christian and the Moslem. But 
the deeds of one chevalier are particularly comme-. 
morated in the narrations of the continually re- 
newed contests which took place between the hos* 
tile forces. On one of these occasions, the camp 
9f the believers was attacked by the enemy, who 
were on the point of pushing their way beyond 
its defences. Without any companion, this re-- 
nowned hero opposed himself to the charge of the, 
Moslems, and armed with his heavy cuirass, which 
entirely covered him, he received, unflinching, the 
YoUies of darts ^d javelins which were incessant- 
Ijr hurled against him. At length, finding that no 
weapon could reach the heart of this redoubtable 
knight, the Saracens had recourse to the Greek 
iBre, which, enveloping his head in flames, speedily 
destroyed him* 

Never did a more general display of. Ta!oii^> 
take place, than during this long and celebrated 
siege. At length, the Saracens began to tremble 
within their fortifications. They saw the moat^ 
filled with the dead bodies of their comrades, jand 
.the CliristianB every day gaining some in<^ advaib 
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tajg^uB position, for carrying on the aaaault. While 
amine was du^ on, one side, huge monnds of.eartb 
were raised on another ; and from these hillocks* 
or their moveable towers, the besiegers, poured 
tbeir destructive missiles into the city. Their per- 
sey^rance soon b^an to show soiq^ promise ot 
success. The ramparts were in several placee 
broken down, an4 uie garrison became every day 
less spirited in its resistance. The governor of 
the city, convinced that be could hold out but for 
a short tiuie longer,, at last con^ented to follow the 
wishes of the inhabitants, and endeavour to make 
terms with the jenemy before their power of de* 
fence w(is quite exhausted. He accordingly pro- 
ceeded tp the Christian camp, and there offered 
to surrender, on., condition tha^ the inhabitants 
should b^ perinitted to retire iu safety* which, 
said be, was granted tp the Christians, when, four 
years before* the Mu68ulman9 bad, taken posses-^ 
sion of the city. But the chiefs of the crusaders, 
refused to accept . the offer, and declared they, 
would only spare the inhabitants on condition thtut, 
Jerusalem, and, the other towns taken since the 
battle of Tiberias, were also surrendered. The 
Moslem, rendered desperate by this answer, re-, 
turned to the garrison, and made another bold at- . 
tempt to, save the city. But his efforts were vain, 
and he was obliged to a^ert the fury of the con- 

Sjaering Franks, by agreeing 1|o pay two hundred 
iiousand gold pieces ito the chiefs, to restore the 
woo[4l of the true cross, with sixteen hundred pri- . 
soners, and to give hostages till these stipulationa 
should be fulfilled. 

The siege of ptolemais bad lasted two years, 
and formed one of the inost remarkable periods in 

K 2 
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tli9 history , of the ernindei* The duvalrf of iEilf . 
r<^e was put to many a signal proof during ita 
continuance ; {uid the heroic deeds of Richard q€ 
England, and otb^ less exalted, but equally bravp, 
knights, r^dered the plains of Ptolemais famooft 
10 the records of cbivalric daring. Several en- 
counters, it is related, took place between the 
chiefs of the hostile annies, which appear to have 
had their origin in the sole wish of the warriors 
to try their strength ; and the hatde-^eld W9S 
not unfrequently converted into the scene of n 
splendid tournament. By this means, a dose 
intercourse was kept up between the Christian 
and the Moslem, and U)e ferocity of each waa 
softened by the obligations of knightly honour. 
The courtesy of Saladin, when his royal enemies 
were confined by sickness to their tents, has been 
already noticed; and if the rude spirit of the 
Rank felt at any time the hmnani^iog effects of 
an intercourse with the uiore polished Sarae^iy 
the siege of Ptolemais was one of the events to 
which the advanti^e is to be ascribed* But whst^ 
ever were the consequences of this occasional in* 
tercbange of attention between the two enmpieB) 
the annals of war have no picture more fearfnl 
than tbat which is presented in the history of diia 
siege. No less than sixty thousand Christians fell 
before they achieved the victory ; and such was 
the madness that pervaded both the hesiieged and 
the be«egers, that multitudes of childroi were 
suffered to rush from the respective camps, and 
destroy each other in the presence of their parents 
and countrymen. 

But in the midst of all this martial fury and 
chivalrous glory, we have still before us an odioua 
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ipgelode of lioentioiinieM and debaodierjr. The 
flflldieni of the croM openly guve theonelres over 
to erery spedes of vice. Three hundred women 
are said to hare arrived at one time in the camp^. 
who immediately resigned themselres to prosdtn* 
tion ; and the moral condition of the army was in 
all resf^ects in harmony with this affair. The 
ftightfial disorders which took place daring the 
t»t cnmade fill the mind with horror ; hut onr as* 
tonishment at the atrocities which were then com- 
iKOtted hy men professedly engaged in the service 
of God> is greatly diminished by the considered 
tion, that most of those who composed the earlier 
armaments were drawn from the most nntanght 
and the mdest of the people ; — that they were left 
free both of law and discipline, and were led by 
men who had little authority over them, and who, 
for the most part, were as ignorant and devoid of 
principle as themselves. No such palliation, how- 
ever, is to he alleged, in apology for the licenti- 
OQsness of the army under the Kings of France 
and England* They wei^e at the head of troops 
who owned their sovereign authority ; — they pos- 
sessed a general and important influence over the 
whole vast multitude, and were accompuiied by 
sevMul of the most accomplished cavaliers of the 
time. The disorders, therefore, which occurred 
are a pkua indication of a general dissolution of 
manners, not merely in ijie inferior ranks of the 
enuadesBf hut among the boasted ornaments of 
chivalry; and the gay and sparkling picture of 
knighthood and its times, is, in this portion of his- 
tory, changed into a revolting representation of dark 
and terrifying vice. 

But there are drcomstances which, in th^ 
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gfoomiesit annafs of our race, cast a ray of 15^ 
over tde taelancboTy spectacle of human degrada- 
tion. t*'requently has if been the case, thi^t, when 
itar has reigned in its worst forms, charity and 
mercy have found some plea to Appear on earthy, ^ 
and exereise their divine ministry on the very scene 
of destruction and misery. The plains of Ptole- 
mais furnished an example of' ttiis kind. While 
thousands of Christians were every day perishing 
in battle, and the most powerful of the ecclesias- 
tics were engaged either in the actual conflict, or 
ill urging the warriors to the fight, a poor English' 
priest employed himself in consecrating a spot of 
ground for the burial of the dead ; and having built 
H small chapel there at tii& own expense, he Bu£Eered 
no Christian to return to the earth, without pay- 
ing his remains the last offices of brotherly cbiari- 
ty. The Teutonick Order of Knights had also its 
origin about this time, and arose from the bene- 
volence of some German chevaliers, who united 
themselves into ft body for the protection and sup- 
port of their wounded countrymen. Tbeir asso- 
ciation was subsequently approved of by the Pope, 
8nd a code of laws was drawn up for the future 
government of the society. The initiation of the 
iiembers was nearly the same as that of the Tem- 
plars ; and, like them, they were to have a cross 
embroidered on their vestiments, which were 
white, and on their banners. The grand- master 
had also the privilege of having the Jleurs-de-li/s 
added to the cross, which honour was granted 
him by the King of France ; and by these, and 
other similar means, the order shortly acquired 
considerable distinction. When, in a subsequent 
^, it estabihihed itself in Europe, it obtained 



AK0 TBM CBVfiADEg. 181 

bf coaqneat, and the gift of the Pope^ a tofe* 
re^ aathority orer the principal part of Frna- 
na; but the original spirit of the institatioa' 
seems to hare been worn oat before this period ; 
and, under the pretence of bringing the imforttt* 
nate inhabitants of the demoted provinces within 
the pale of the true chnrch, they perpetrated many 
and diabolical enormities. Bat to proceed with 
oar narrative :^- 

The Christians had scarcely time to enjoy their 
triamph, before discontent reigned throogboat the 
camp. The pride and impetuosity of Richard vp^ 
pear 'to hare been the first caose of this occur- 
rence. Leopold of Austria was publicly insulted 
by him, and had the mortification of seemg his * 
standard, which he had fixed on one of the city 
towers, pulled down and thrown into a ditch by 
the haughty Englishman. Conrade retired in al- 
most equal disgust ; and Philip, moved, it is pro- 
bable, by a feeling of a similar kind, declared hia 
intendon of immediately returning to Europe. 
Besides these dissensions among the chiefs, a feel- 
ing of dissatififaction very generally prevailed 
through the army. Nearly the whole. of the spoil 
had been divided by Bichard and Philip between 
themselves ; and both the clergy and the troops 
were loud in their complaints against such a dis- 
position of the booty. Bat the courage of Richard 
was not to be daunted by difBculties ; and his first 
wi^h was to be left sole master of the field. It 
was with no little pleasure, therefore, that he saw 
th<^ several rivals of his authority prepare for their 
departure ; and when the last of them took farewell . 
of the ambitions chief, he turned to the work of 
ioftdng the enemy to qomplet^ the performance of 
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the- capitnfanion. Tbit, it appears, Stfadjn wan* 
bttekward in doing; and the priticipil artiderof- 
the^ trtMAf remained iitifttI61M; Richard, therci^ 
foTBi determined!' oti giving the Saracen a proof of 
wbftt \m wmtld'do itr prosecution of his rights if it 
ureno any longer ^thhoklen ; and, on theWednea- 
d«7 after the- Feast of AMomption, he sent seven 
hundred' of> his Mioriem phsoners without the 
walls of the city, and there had them butchered' 
fatyhk followers, who are representad as rejoicing 
in thia work of hlood* *' The conduct of the mo* 
nfl|vh' has been sometimes' excused by the asser- 
tion', that Saladin had conimitted' a similar cruelty 
towanis the Christians in his power; but' there is 
not evidence sufficiently strong to convict liim' of 
this' crime; and the lion* hearted conqueror must 
bear the whole weight of the iniquitous proceed- 
ingi 

- Saladin, however^ though he d&temined on re- 
skting the claim of the Christians as to the exe- 
cation of the treaty, had not snfflcient confidence 
in* bis strength to venture on meeting his conquer^ 
oi» in the field, and they were left to enjoy, Ibr 
a short time, the pleasures and security of l^e- 
noble city they had subdued. But again the clti- 
rion sounded through the camp, and at the sum- 
mons of the English King, the army began to' 
march towanls Joppa. A fleet accompanied 
it on its way ; and the sacred standard was 
borne in a sort of car, mounted on four wheels,- 
for the purpose. The usual miseries attend- 
ed its progress, and the troops were infested 
contimully by numenma insects, harassed by 

Vinisanf. 
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die clqae pumut of die eaemy, and l y p w j M edhy 

ihe great weight- of tbeir annofir aod accoiitM* 

ments. .They were» dierefoT8» obliged to pm* 

^eed eo slonrly, that three leagues was the> atHMat 

diatance they could march in .a day^ and at ai^ 

ibey halted for repose* B«lore their mtiring *to 

SBtty a herald cried with a load roioe, " hot^f awH 

coar the Holy Sepulchre! " which he. repealed thiea 

Ume^ and the respoqse was made by the whole 

army. A similar form was used in the jaoraiog 

when the nui^ was recommenced ; and after six 

diays the Christians arriyed at C»aarea« The cen^ 

fidenpe of the chiefs had by this time somewhat 

abated) and they would willingly hare eoteied ia- 

to a aegociation with tbe eneeay ; but his proud 

iiejection of all iproposalii in which the surrender 

of Jerusalem was mentioned) mede them deters 

mine to parsue their fortune, till a battle shoadd 

decide the, late #f the Holy Land. At length 

tbey re&ehed the plains loi . ArBnr> and tbefe iba 

tpoopa 49i the enemy were assembled to meet them. 

No lefts .than two;^huadred thousand Mosleaaa 

formed the army of Saladin on this occasion. Bat 

Bicbaidt witbauit hesitatitei, prepared to engage 

Um, and • abcmt three in the afteanoon the batS» 

waa began, by a mixed troop of Bedouin Arabs* 

Ethiopians and Scythians, all armed aceordting to. 

the- costume of tbeir respective countries. Their 

wild aild forieus attack, however, made UtUe im* 

pression on the fiidthful, who went forward oa 

their oiarch, . the commander having ordered tliem 

to reaaain on the -defeasire till he should giva 

tbe^ ai|^ fof'attack. .But bis precaution wmran* 

dered useless by the impatience of the anay to 

coauoenee jtbeiaMwitt^ml'^Boiiieiof |be ansat ar- 
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dent of the knig^bts rasfaiBg forirard agiiittt tin 
enemy, they were followed first by the Hospital- 
en, and then by others, and the battle in a 
few momentflT became general. At first, the coon 
fosion of the conflict hardly permitted either party 
to discover its precise position, and many Chrie- 
tians are ssdd to have fallen under the misdirect- 
ed Weapons of their brethren. At length the Sa- 
racens began to giro way, and the faithful stkw 
themselves masters of the field. They are dcN 
scribed as remaining for some minutes so astos* 
i^ed at their sudden success^ that they forgot td 
examine the real condition of the host^ forces, 
and in this situation they were surprised by tweii* 
ty thousand of the enemy's troops; who, unexpecled* 
ly rallying, rushed upon them with a couiage ran* 
dered furious by the desire of retrieving the fa* 
▼eur of their master. But Richard flew to the b^ad 
of his army, his presence restored its confidence, uid 
the Moslems were again beaten ; so that altogether 
SiUadin lost in this battle above eight thoosund 
soldiers, and thirtynwo of his prmctpal officenr or 
Emirs. 

.■ The Christians, af^ this important victory, paet^ 
sued tbeir route to Joppa ; but Saladin had precedei 
them, and demolished the fortifications of the towo» 
as he proposed to do those of the other cities wbicb 
he had reason to dread might hl\ into the hands* 
of his enemies. It thus became a matter of doubt 
to the chiefs of the crusaders, what measure it would 
be most prudent for thein in this case to pursaew 
But Ridiard succeeded in pefsnading his compa- 
nions to remain for a time at Joppa, and c^mnaieate- 
rebuilding its fortifications. After enjoying a short 
but inxnriaat repioBey die army leaumed ita narek 



kSeitteoibery And tfami^gBin fixed its .ean^ tito 
mtiMtion chosen, for that pnrpose being betlreea 
the e&stle of Desplaats and Mabei. It was while 
it lemtt&ed here that Richard gave *oiie of the 
SMMt shining instances of his bravery and generosi^ 
tf^ A small body of Templars having yentared 
from the camp to ravage the coiuitry in search of 
UtngBf they were suddenly assailed by a numop- 
OQs party of Saracens. Overpowered by numbersf 
they were on the point oi sinking beneath the 
swomIs of the enemy, . when. Richard discovered 
their haaardons position. Mouiiting Ins favowite 
Cypnn bwb, he darted towards tbe scene of aetiooy 
whea. his attendants) perceiving the overpowering 
mmbefs of the .Moslems, begged him to .retreat^ 
and it was then he returned that answer to their 
Ctttiefttiesy so honourable to him as a brave and 
itttfafiil kqight. " While these warriors, '' ex- 
claimed he angrily, " have followed me as theqr 
cUe^ I also have promised never to abandon them* 
If dwy shottld perish without help, should I be 
wor^y of commanding them? or shouid I agaift 
be able to bear the name of King?*' Without 
layifig flM)se, he rushed upon the Moslems ; death 
ibilowed every stroke of his, sword ; the dispirited 
krn^ts recovered their courage; in a little timo 
the infidels were nearly all killed or taken piison* 
en ; and. tbe Chrtstians returned, with. Richard at 
tfadr head, in triumph to the camp* 

But notwithstanding all the braveiy of Richard, 
and the readiness with which he always exposed 
himself to the gr^test dang«« of the war, he waa 
nnable to silence. the voice of envy, which waa 
tbe. oao^e clamorous against him,.- the more h^ .me-* 
rited the respoct of his compfuupns iiitho My 
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eiiiMpniNil* ConWii^sd of tlie obfllstio wuksn 'fMi 
thus opposed to hb dorigns, he repeated tlie pro- 
posal to Saladiii, or rather to hie brother, M)ilek»al» 
Adel; of eearing from any fbrther pr eec e ttti oin of 
*ilie war* if he wonid coment to resign Jeruaaleiii 
to the Christians, and the wood of the true cross. 
Btit again the Saracen rejected the propo a ltton 
trilh disdain ; asserting, that he could not, without 
committing the greatest crime, resign a city to in- 
idels, whfoh hed been rendered holy in the eyes 
of Mnssalmans, by its faarring been the diosen 
eoene of thefar prophet's miracnKms tision, and by 
hs still being the spot where tlie angels loreffto 
imenble. As for the wood of the true cross, the 
'Sameen declared that he considered it as an ob- 
^t of scandal, as an ontrage npon tiie DiTinity ; 
ttad thai no consideration or advantages whatsc^ 
«^er shonid indnee him to giyis up to the Ciiris> 
tbns iktX ^amefnl object of thehr idolatry. 

The negodation failing on diis ground,' it was 
tenewed in a manner less consistent with the ptbh 
ciples which seemed to have originally gnided-tiio 
'English monardi in his treaties with the Mosleni. 
The widow of Wilfiam, the late King of Sialyl 
had a short time mnce arrived in Syria; and^ 
•tvaage to say, Richard now proposed that a mar^ 
siage shenld be efiected between Malek^^Adel^ 
$ke brother of Saladin, and this Christian princess. 
Shoald this take place, he proposed that they 
ahoidd each reign over Jerusalem, and thus pro- 
vide bo^ Christians and Mussulmans With a 
ffuler of thehr own iaith. This strange fnopo^ 
aal was accordingly sent in due form to Sa^ 
ladin, who^ it is reported^ expressed no A<^ 
itfeiination to the afna^meat ;1mt» as it wua rea<^ 
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■iwMn.to cgpect, boA the Chrktim and MmoI* 
maa asniy maidfiMted tbe strongest indigDation «i 
tbiB iteffi{M>riaEiiig conduct of their cbiefe ; and they 
wese abliged to break off the oBpopalar conference. 
No alight enl appearB to have reanlted from tbe 
di£Ek»lty which tlie cmsaders lay under to settle 
Om gorernment of the Holy City, eren when thvf 
had etOl to fight for its possession. The nrast 
violent, dispntes had arisen on acommt of the donbt- 
lol right of succession to the throne ; and Pfaitip 
and Bidiard had made this one . <^ the many' 
ssnreea of their peisonal dislike. Before the for- 
nei^ however, left Syrin, a sort of compromise 
had been agreed on by Cenrade, who claimed, the 
ccDwn in ytrtoe of his marriage with the princess 
Etisabeth, and the fiseble Lnsignan* According^ 
to this treaty, it was settled that the latter shoold 
enjoy the kingdom for hfe, bnt that, at his death, 
it should descend to Conrade, or. the heirs oif 
diat .^nace. That while they both lived, the re- 
vemiea of the state ahoold be dirided betwemi 
then ; Aat Conrade ^lonld enjoy, as a reward fisr 
Us aerviees, Tyre, Berytns and Sidon, wbidi 
4wald belong to him as hereditary possessions ; 
and that Lnsignan should, in the same manner, 
be endowed with the lordship of Joppa, with the 
provision, however, in both cases, that these states 
should be held as tributary to the kingdom of 
Jemealem. 

But events wero about to occur which speedily 
put a termination to this settlement ; and how lit-' 
tie it was regarded by the. principal leader of the 
cnmades, may be sufficiently learnt frcm the men- 
tioft we have made of his negotiations with Malek* 
al-AdeU Immediately after the teranaatieD of tba^ 
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affair in tbe manner deBcribed^ Richard contmaed 
his march) and the enthusiasm of the army per- 
suaded him to direct his course towards Jerusa- 
lem ; but the difHculties of the route, the weak- 
ness of most of the soldiers from sickness and pri- 
vatioO) and the formidable defences which Saladin 
was preparing against his approach, rendered the 
greater part of the leaders fearful of the cone- 
sequences of such a bold proceeding, and they 
finally determined on marching to Ascalon. But 
<m their arrival before that city, the ChristiaiiB 
were oppressed with a profound melancholy. That 
strong and ^ttensive fortress had been just before 
stripped of its noMe ramparts by the policy oi 
Saladin, and now presented a miserable spectacle 
of ruin and desolation. Even the Moslem, when 
he gare the command for its destruction, is said 
to haVe evinced the deepest regret at the fatal ne- 
eessity which compelled him to this step. Hav- 
ing consulted with his Emirs to find, if possible, 
some expedient by which the city might be safely 
spared, and seeing no alternative, he called one or 
two of his friends to him on the morning of the 
day intended for the destruction of the place ; and 
having, in company with them, taken a last sur- 
vey of the lofty and magnificent citadel, he ex- 
claimed, *' By the holy name of God, I would 
uather lose my son than destroy one stone- of this 
city ; but what the will of God, and the welfare 
of the faithful require, let that be done. " The 
^command was then given for the demolishing of 
the gates and ramparts ; and when the Christians 
arrived, Ascalon, the bride of Syria as it was ccd- 
led, retained no resemblance of its late strength 
and magnificence. 



Richard, iMriA all his iropetaoaity and pridei 
and Hctle inclined, as he generaliy was, to perfonu 
any dnty bot snch as called for a display of bis 
knightly aequivements, was not wanting in tho 
penetration knd foresight which, bad they been 
oftener exercised, wonld hare gone fur in making 
him a skilful leader, and perhaps a wise and pm* 
dent monarch. The same principle by which the 
Saracens had acted in destroying the fortifications 
of Ascalon, ought. to hare indnced the crasaden 
to pursue steadily the plan on which they at firrt 
actedy of repairing them. Could they have ef* 
fected their restoration to any thing near their 
former stren^h, they would have made them* 
aelves masters of one of the most important sta« 
lions in 'iho land. Richard was Well aware of the 
benefit which would accrue to the cause by such 
a procedure, and did every thing in his power to 
excite the enthusiasm of the army in favour of bis 
des^. At first his ardour, and the example 
whidi he gave by his personal exertion, was imi- 
tated 'by almost every man in the army ; and ba- 
rons and knights ware seen labouring like com«» 
mon workmen in the undertaking. But their de* 
termination soon waxed faint ; mid some of the 
least willing began to excuse themselves fW>m con- 
tinuing iheir exertions, by throwing out expres- 
sions of contempt upon the occupation. Leopold 
of Austria, who had never forgotten the insidt 
which he had received from Richard at Ptolemaie>^y 
replied to the persuasions of the latter to con- 
tinue his exertions, that he was neither a carpen* 
ter nor a mason. The word was taken up by 
other cheralieni equally disinclined to such a iaho^ 

l2 
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rious employment ; and discord speedy reigned 
llirongh erery division of the Christian forces. 
' The work, however, was continued, thongh 
with less activity every day, tUl Lent, when the 
desire which had early existed in the army to 
proceed at once to Jerusalem, returned with all 
its original violence ; and this, added to die dis* 
content and faction which had of late gained gronnd, 
xendered the situation of Richard exceedingly 
doubtful. But he was shortly obliged, from im- 
foreseen circumstances, to determine on measures 
which threatened the crusaders with direful con- 
sequences, and with a fit punishment for tbrar 
bad faith towards a leader so devoted to their 
£ause as the King of England* Conrsde che^ 
rished the most violent dislike of his royal rival in 
arms, as well as authority, and employed every 
means to destroy his influence with the army. He 
At last carried his enmity so far, as to form an 
alliance with the Saracens, preferring to imite 
with the enemy of the faith, to seeing a man whom 
he hated prosper in his designs. It is not easy, 
theref<He, to say what would have been the £ute 
of Richard, had circumstances allowed of his 
longer continuing in Syria; but messengers ar- 
rived about this time from England, to acquaint 
bim that his brother John was busily engaged in 
supplanting him in his dominions, and that he 
ix>uld only save h» crown by speedily retnmiBg 
to the West* 

Few of the crusaders were blind to the mmts 
of Richard, however they hated him for his suc- 
cess, or dreaded the effects of his poweiful re- 
4Bentment. When, therefore, he announced to a 
council of chiefs his intention to set out on has 
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retofii to Enropey they received the inteDigenGe 
with sorrow and constemation ; and trembled at 
the prospect of the eyils which they dreaded 
would follow his departure. Nothing is record* 
ed of Kichard more honourable to his chaiac* 
ter, than his conduct on this occasion. As some 
reparation of the loss they would sustain by his 
absence^ he promised to leave with the Chris- 
tians three hundred of his bravest knights, and 
two thousand foot soldiers. But the noblest in* 
stance of his generous sacrifice of private feelp 
11^ to the general good, was still to come. De?- 
prived of him, the chiefs of the army had reasoa 
to dread that confusion and anarchy would pre- 
vent their success in any future prosecution of the 
war. Richard 8 fame and authority had kept to- 
ge^er the discordant elements of the anny longer 
than might have been reasonably expected ; and 
there was scarcely a room for doubt, that, on his 
influence being withdrawn, the forces would no 
longer be preserved in a state of organization. 
The first measure, therefore, which their present 
eiiscumstances made it necessary to pursue, was 
the choice of a leader who might in some de- 
gree supply the place of the retreating monarch. 
Conrade presented himself as the only one of the 
Christian chiefs whose name or character could 
render him fit to be the successor of Richard in 
mnthority. When the latter, therefore, inquired 
whom they intended to elect as their head, they 
replied, that they had decided in favour of the 
Prince of Tyre. At first, Richard was deeply 
a£Eected by this election of his bitterest enemy, 
hmt subduing the feeling almost as soon as it was 
aiwakened, he ez[»eiBed his willingness to assent 
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to the flrrttig^ment ; and Conrade was cbosen K&g 
€if Jerasalein, 

Bat the joy whicli the newly elected monal^K 
expretised at the annotincement of the messenger 
who acqtiainted him with his good fortnne, was 6f 
hdef continuance. Some months before his eleva- 
tion, two yonng and devoted disciples of the Old Man 
of the Mountains arriyed at Tyre. Following tfaeii' 
ttsnal inode of action, they used the wisSest precan* 
tions to conceal tbeir real chantcter, and the design 
tiiey bad in view. To render themselves the mofe se^ 
iSore from stispictoil, they assumed the religions faa^ 
%ity and were only remiurkable for their aosterities^ 
tad the fervour of their devotion. At length the 
time appeared fitted for the execution of tfaeiir 
jMirpose ; and while Conrade was sharing in the 
festivities of the city, in consequence of his elec- 
tion, they finally doomed him to destruction. He 
was returning from a feast when theyinet him'; 
tend both drawing their daggers, they buried them 
in the body of the unfortunate prince. The tn*> 
nult which this sudden catastrophe occasioned, 
enabled one of the Ismaelians to escape into A 
neighbouring church ; aiid he lay there concealed, 
till Conrade was brought in by his attei^danta. 
With the most desperate determination to com- 
plete his work, he sprung forth from his bid- 
ing-plaee, and, in the sight of the astonished mul- 
titude, again plunged his weapon into the body ^ 
the prince, who imme^ately expired under lfi» 
blows. 

The murder of Conrade was ascribed to various 
causes, and the guilt laid, by turns, at the door of 
Saladin, Richakd, and the injured Honfiroy de 
Thoron, whose wife, it wiR be remembered, fbie 

t 
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Fnsee of Tyre had caused to be diyorced, in order 
that he might himself many her. But the Ismael- 
iauB preserved the most profound silence respect- 
ing their employers, or the motives which led 
Uiem to commit the deed ; and, though put to the 
most excruciating tortures, they died without re- 
vealing the secret. The attention of the people 
was shortly after engaged by the necessity of 
choosing a new governor ; and Henry, the Count. 
of Chtim.pagne, was preferred to the vacant digni- 
ty, and married the widow of the late Count. 

While these events were taking place, Richard 
had proceeded to Ramla, and there' distinguished 
himeelf by many a bold deed of arms. Ten, twen- 
ty, and sometimes thirty infidels fell every day be- 
neath his arm; and, when the terror which his 
name inspired prevented his meeting with a suffi- 
cient nubiber of enemies, to secure him his com- 
plement of trophies, he turned his spear against 
the wild animals of the forest, and contented him- 
self with slaying bears instead of Moslems. While 
engaged in these pursuits, which delayed his pro-, 
posed journey to Europe, the new King of Jeru- 
salem arrived at his camp, leading with him sixty 
thousand well-armed troops, and accompanied by 
his bride and the Duke of Burgundy. The Castle 
of Daroum had just fallen into the hands of Ri- 
chard, when this splendid addition was made to 
bis forces, and triumph and festivity pervaded every 
quarter of the far-spreading encampment. In the 
general excitement which prevailed, the most dis- 
tinguished chevaliers in the army made a solemn 
agreement that they would attempt the recovery 
of Jerusalem, notwithstanding any determinaticm 
wfaieh the King of England might make to aban- 
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don the eodeipriBe. Bot Ihe joHil|r of bb 
nkms, and the enthoBiasm widi wjbich ihey de¥«|i*. 
ed tbemsekes to their design, thfew Richard »• 
to a deep melancholy ; and he remained gloontt<c 
ly shut np in his tent, while eyery one else wee 
occupied with the mnsic and dancing, ^ other 
marks of rejoicing, which filled .the plains. . Nor- 
were the rebukes of the ministers of religion, .or 
of his conscience, wanted to depress the epirtts of 
the monarch ; and the idea of leaving Syria bei* 
came at length so distressmg to him, that be declared: 
to Henry and the Duke of Burgandy, that he 
would defer bit departure till the following LeMU 
A herald immediately proclaimed the joyM lidi*. 
ings of this change in Richard s measmm to tbar 
army ; and a command was shortly after given the 
troops, to commence their march towards Jerome: 
lem. The confidence and delight with which the 
first crusaders traversed the route to the Holy City 
were scarcely greater than those which inspiied 
the followers of the young King and bis noble air 
lies. The soldiers of Henry still retmned the^ 
gaiety and glitter of the maniage-festival ; and 
those of Richard were filled with the lofty feelingB: 
of men rendered proud by late triumphs, and atUlr 
prouder by being the companions of a leader dia- 
tinguished throughout Christendom for the splea«> 
dour of his actions. All hearts were beating high 
with the hopes of conquest ; and no army ef era- 
saders perhaps had ever set forth on thm 
with more circumstances to support their 
by brilliant associations and sparkling aceompaitt* 
ments to their martial array. The belmets of the 
warriors, adorned with a more than nsnal pnrfW 
sicm of plumes ; the splendid baanera that flontjad 
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itttlMairlk^tbefloagsof mmttrels, or d» aninai- 
mg iMtet of the danons ; and tlie forwt of spean, 
omIi of which, CBtdAag the dsflEling light, might 
hsve heetk takeo for a «nii»ho>m, altogother pro« 
MUed s apoctaeto which filled the beboidera with 
joy, aad led the sokHere themselves to believe for 
11 time tiwt they were prooeedii^ to a glorious 

Bttt e^evy time we have sow oocanonio remark 
say breaking forth of the flame of enthusiasm a* 
HMDg the enuaders, we see it burning less steadOy, 
and move eo^y extinguished by any nntoward div 
eMBstaacei The army had panmed its march to 
wilhiB about seven leagues of Jerusalem, when 
RMiard commanded ' it to halt, and took up Mi 
quarters in the dty of BedienopoKs. Here, it ap* 
peiiui liw remembfance of his comiiry, of the evfla 
to which he was exposing it by his absence, and 
of^tlle great probability which existed that he 
wofdd Ime his crown if he any longer delayed to 
veUmi, came again widi ftiH force upon his mem<^ 
ry* ' SfiS, therefore, undecided ' as to what meap 
suMi he shoiUd take, he remained at Betfaenopo^ 
Nsy aeither wtiiing to go forward, and meet Salar 
dfai, who was using every means to resist his ene^ 
noes to the utmost, nor able to overcome his £s* 
lifce to leave others to reap the harvest of a: fidd 
wUeh his ' had himself prepared for the sickle. 
A ttooA passed away, and still he continued un- 
dseidedt while the murmurs of die army only 
ssited to irritate him, and convert his gloom into 
iage» Once, while he was in this state of mind, 
he approadied near enough to the Hdy City to 
ealch Ul vM$w of its towers, and the sight melted 
himtto tenia; but he coiM not bepennaded to r 
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in oonformity with the impulse which he. Mi $ aa4 
when he b^an 40 confer agUD with the o^ier 
chiefis, he only expresaed his - doubtfuloeas as. to 
their chance of succeeding against Saladin, • wju> 
was now so well prepared to resist their approaches. 
The situation, however, of the Christiaa army 
was plainly such, that ruin must speedily follow, 
if some decision was not promptly taken l<o detil»- 
mine its further moTements. A council, therefore, 
was called, consisting of five members from each 
of the two great religious orders of knights, five 
of the barons of Palestine, and five French haroas* 
But the same difficulties opposed the decisions of 
the council, as had existed in the minds of the chiefe 
before they bad recourse to this means of ijs- 
solving their doubts. On one side it was alleged, 
that l^adin was involved in domestic disseunons 
with his subjects, and with the Caliph of B^gdfid^ 
which would prevent his offering any vigorous re* 
aistance to the Christian arms. On the other, it 
was said, that these reports had been circulated 
by the emissariea of the Moslem, and were only 
intended to lead the faithful to undertake an. euUr- 
pfise whidi would perhaps prove the total nw. of 
their cause, and he a lasting disgrace to them** 
selves. 

A.D.1192. ButitisaingularenoaghthatRiijiardi 
whose greatest wish now appeared to be to ly^treat 
from the Saracens, wasj at every interval of rest $o 
the general forces, .employing himself, and; a.few 
of bis bravest knights, in the most despenale iiii«< 
dertakings. At Ramla and elsewhere, this, wa^ the 
case with our lion-hearted monarch ; and wbili^ hia 
partisans in the council were using every aigfiment 
in their power to peiaaade to paafic measvuBiy he 
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WM occupied in watcliiBg the approach of a richly- 
laden caravan, which he had received a report 
was daily expected at Jemsalem, with the most 
valnable merchandise of Egypt Choosing a small 
party from his followers, he immediately set ont 
in qnest of the pdze, and came up with it in the 
distiict of Hebron, afiter having marched all night. 
The caravan was guarded by a large band of war-i 
riors ; but the irresistible arm of Richard put them 
to instant flight, and he became master of the rich 
booty. This consisted of four thousand seven 
liimdred camels, and a proportionate number of 
horses, mules, and asses, all of which were bur- 
dened with the most valuable productions of the 
East. The return of Richard, thus accompanied, 
to tiie camp, was huled with loud acclamations of 
joy; and the people of Jerusalem were thrown 
into equal consternation by the loss of so much 
wealth. Had the Christians marched directly to 
die Holy City, they would have had every cir- 
eumstanee in their fiivour, a disheartened garrison, 
and a tumultuous populace, confounding all the 
sebemes which Saladin was employing to secure 
tiie defence of the place. But the council which 
had been chosen to consider the expediency of 
proceeding to Jerusalem, decided against it ; and 
the army had tlie mortification to learn, in the 
midst of its rejoidngs, that a retreat was to be 
immediately commenced. 

Saladin, as soon as he saw the crusaders turn 
their backs on the Holy City, collected an army, 
composed of ihe forces of Mesopotamia, Aleppo, 
and Egypt, with which he proceeded to Joppa, 
and took that city by assault. But Richard ar- 
rived at tho' moment of the Moslems triumph 
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frcnn PtoleQuds ; and, jumping o«t of the veMcl 
which was carrying him to Bhore, hefore it conid 
reach land, he rushed upon the enemy, and quickly 
compelled him to retreat. On the third day after 
this valorous exploit, the Saracens renewed their 
attempts, and early in the morning he was roused 
,by the cry of *' To arms ! " When he rose, he found 
his camp surrounded by Musulmaiis ; and he had 
scarcely time half to dress himself, before he was 
obliged to mingle in the fray. Ten horses only, 
it is said, remained to the Christian chevaliers, and 
these were immediately mounted by Richard, the 
Count Robert of Leicester, the King of Jerusa- 
lem, and other equally brave knights, who follow- 
ed Richard, some of them without shoes or stock- 
ings, and others without any covering but their 
shirts. After having made a hasty disposition of 
his small force, the valorous King exhorted them 
to fight like men whose only safety was in their 
courage, as they were surrounded by the enemy, 
and retreat was impossible. To this argument he 
added another equally powerful, and solemaly 
swore that he would cut off the head of any man 
whom he saw slack in his duty. The Turkis now 
approached, with their trumpets sounding and baa- 
ners flying, against thb little but desperate band 
of opponents ; and after a short trial of strength, 
they were obliged to give way before the firm line 
of the Christians. Richard then led his men for- 
ward, and the cross-bowmen discharging their ar- 
rows, completed the discomfiture of the eneoiy. 
The chevaliers, in the mean time, rode fiirioiialy 
into the disordered ranks of the Moslems ; and as 
often as the valour of any one of them br^Mpght 
ivut into imi^in^t peril, Ku9g Richard ww jm^ 
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mtAmJbtiiy «t band to ^mt his way tbrotgli the 
crowd. At one time he plaoged alone into thd 
ilBiy ee&tve of the Saracens, and for tome time 
was loat entirely from the yicw of his anxions fol- 
lowers. But while they were expecting to hear 
the ahont of triumph at the fall of their noble 
leader, they beheld him riding out of the disor- 
dered ranks of the enemy, covered with duat, and 
the blood of the numbers who had fallen by 
hia hand. It was at this period of the battle that 
Malek^al- Adel displayed in a singular manner . his 
lespeet for the bravery of his enemy. Richard, ae 
it is commonly reported, was in the midst of the 
fray, when he saw a Turk leading towards him 
two beautiful Arabian war^^horses, and they were 
presented to him with a message from the chivalrous 
Moslem, pnrportii^ that they were sent to aid 
him in the perilous situation in which he stood. 

The boldness of Richard carried him through 
•very danger ; and as he flew from one part of the 
battle-field to. another, he strewed his path with 
dead and wounded, and cast as much terror into 
the minds of his enemies as if he bad been St 
George himself. Even the bravest of the Sara- 
cens felt a dread at encountering his arm ; and one 
who was most reputed for strength and skill in 
the use of his weapons, having ventured to meet 
Richard in single combat, fell in the sight of his 
companions, the King, at one blow, severing his 
head, right shoulder and arm, from the rest of his 
body. Such was the terror which this and other 
such deeds inspired, that the routed Moslems assert- 
ed that even the horses bristled their manes at the 
name of Richard ; and it was, after this, a common 
expression with the riders of unruly steeds, to 
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Bay, diftt King RichBrd wbb m ihe way. But Ae 
King bad scarcely msored his sacaets against the 
etteny In the field, when his attention was called 
to a large body of Saracens, who, daring the bat- 
tle, had secured themselyes in the city. With 
a few of his followers, Richard immediately made 
his way into the town, and as speedily rented the 
terrified Moslems from their defences. Towards 
the evening, therefore, the Christians remained in 
foil possession of the field ; and, desperate as had 
been the conflict, they had the satisfaction to find, 
that only one of their brave knights had fallen in 
the battle, and he owed his death either to hia 
cowardly or thoughtlessly disobeying the <Nrden 
which Richard had given at the beginning of the 
day. The Turks lost seven hundred men, and 
above fifteen hundred horses. The crusaders were 
60 astonished at the issue of the battle, that they 
ascribed their victory to the. immediate interpoai- 
tion of Providence, and declared that his str^:igth 
only could have made them masters of the fiek} 
ajpunst such a host of enemies. 
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CHAPTER V. 



A T&nCB AQtLEXD TO«-~RICHA&0 DBPAEn FOE XNOLAICD.- 

BIS CARIYirr. 



Thb defeat which Saladin had snfPered in this me- 
morable engagement, greatly afflicted both him 
aad his Emin ; and, though the courage and devo* 
tion of the bra^e Moslem remained unabated, it 
was apparent to him that his prosperity was on the 
wane, and that his life of glory and conquest might 
probably be teripinated in an ignominious peace* 
In a council, howerer, which he assembled soon 
after the above events, he continued to express his 
hopes for better things ; and on his return to Jeru- 
salem, received the proposals which Richard again 
made for peace with nnwilling attention. He 
dreaded, he said, lest death should surprise him 
before be had completed the triumph of Islamism, 
and lest, by discontinuing a war in which God had 
so often crowned his arms with victory, he should 
be acting contrary to his will. But his ardour 
found no support in the disposition of the Emirs. 
They represented to him the defenceless state of 
the provinces, the ill condition of the troops, and 
the advantages which the Christians now enjoyed 
for pursuing their designs. In addition to thw 
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they aligned, tbat their enemies were notorious for 
the bad faith with which they kept their engage- 
ments, and that they would, without doubt, speed- 
ily afford them an opportunity of recommencing 
the war when they might be better prepared for 
carrying it on with success. Saladin, though not 
convinced, was persuaded by these arguments to en- 
ter into a negociation with the English King ; and 
after the preliminaries had been debated, it was at 
length decided, that a truce should be established 
for three years and eight months, during which timi( 
the Christians were to have uninterrupted access 
to the Holy City, and to retain possession of the 
coast from Joppa to Tyre. Asciilon, as both had 
pretensions to that city which neither was willing 
to cede to those of the other, was again condemned 
to ruin ; and with regard to the wood of the true 
cross, as this had been a fruitful cause of dispute 
in former attempts at a negociation, the Christian 
leader appears to have dropped all mention of tbat 
sacred relic In ratification of this agreement, all 
the principal warriors in the two armies swore to 
itsfiutbful observance, — the Musulmans taking their 
oath on the Koran, and the Christians on the Goa- 
pels. But Saladin and Richard, it is well worthy 
of record, only gave each other a mutual promise 
of fidelity, the interchange of their parole being 
deemed a sufficient gage for the tru^ of heroes ao 
brave and chivalrous as the Prince of the Saracens 
and the King of England. It must not be forgot- 
ten either, that the Old Man of the Mountains was 
among those who signed the treaty, his influence 
having been felt both by Moslems and Christians 
during the war, and being still equally dreaded by 
"nch of these powerful parties. But the moat singvi^ 
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hr careiiiii8laiioe» perhaps, of the whole pAir, was 
the omiflsioii of aoy neniioii of the unfortimata 
Lasignan. That prince was, b^ the present trea« 
ty, deprived of Ihs ccown, wkh which Henry waa 
again fomally endowed, and the dethroned mo<* 
narch contented himself with obtaining the princi'* 
pality of Cypms. The history of Lusignan is thus 
a che4[nered one. He was exposed, from the com<« 
mencement of .his reign, to the dislike of his sab- 
jecto, the more powerfnl of them hadng him for 
the honour to which his mere personal attractions 
had advanced him, and those ik inferior rank des- 
pising him for his alleged incapacity. His princi- 
pal feult, however, seems to hare sprang f]K>m his 
being elevated above the rank which NatOJte in- 
tended him to occupy, and not from any want of 
courage, or other knightly virtnes* His conduct at 
PtoleHiais obtained Um the temporary i4;»planse 
of his associates, and Richard all along regarded 
him with sofficient respect to adhere to his cause» 
while these speared anyxhanoe of pnotectmg him 
horn his numerous rivals. But situated as the af- 
faiiB of the Christians then were, talents even wof 
the first order might have been found insufBcient 
to preserve the possessor of the sacred diadem 
from the hatred, if not contempt, of his subjects ; 
and fiichard. or Comrade, though they might have 
leager wrestled with their enemies, would, it is 
probable, have been as little able to retain the reins 
of government in their hands as Lusignan. The roy- 
al asthority was still considered by the Christians 
to wst among them ; and they expected to see 
their nominal sovereign effecting as much in com- 
bating with the enemy, and in ordering their af- 
fain. 4IS if he had been seated on his throne i^ the 
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H<rty City, wbieh neitber Lw^aii^ nor u] 
SHMDiffeh, however splendid fa^ acooMplishnieafti* 
oonld do. The deposed King had, in the begin* 
ning of his reign, to support the weight of a pil* 
lar lifted from its base, and prepared to fall the 
moment his strength should be insufficient for the 
burden. In a nation dtflferently situated, be migbt 
have been able to depend on the aid of his aseo* 
eiates ; but the rifalships which had so long ex*' 
Isted among the barons of Palestine, left him with^ 
out any hope of assistance, either from their coun- 
sel or influence ; and, when the time of trial canoe^ 
he had to meet it with very inadequate forces, and to 
sustain the whole ignominy of the consequences* 

As soon as the treaty was fully settled, the 
greater pari of the crusaders began to preptoe for 
theit departure to Europe. But few of them feh 
that satisfiacf ion at the conclusion of this tMrd great 
enterprise, which they had expected to reap when 
they set out from the West. They had gone foiih 
In the spirit of devotion and chivalry, animated 
with the most romantic sentiments, and desiring 
efoher to return crowned with the glory of having 
again delivered the Holy Sepulchre from the pol»- 
Itttions of the infidel, or to find a grave among 
their renowned predecessors. But they had hard- 
ly touched the shores of Syria, when enthusiasm, 
devotion, and knightly virtue, gave way to persooh 
al rivalry and die desire of gain, which evely day 
became baser, and more destructive of the objects 
of the expedition. We can discern in thepietore 
of the third crusade no cbarscters which bear any 
resemblance to the gentle, brave, and noble^hearted 
Tancred, or to the bold, but sedate and pious Grod- 
firey. All were intent cm carrymg some potnt of 
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primie adnmtage ; and seireral of the most diitki- 
gokbed of the cfaiefii nntnaUy aoennd each otheiv 
and with groat appeaianoe of reason, of haviof haaely 
leagued with the eiiemy» in order to destroy the an* 
tbority of his brsUiren in arms' and religion. The 
retreat, therofore, of the forces which remained 
after the disasters to which the Christian arasy 
had been snlgect, was nnmarked with any of those 
demonstrations of pious satisfisetion which onght 
to have attended the return of Christian warriors 
hom the seene of a holy warfare to. the land of 
th«r natirity. Among those who were most deep- 
ly affected with these feelings of dissatisfisction 
and despondency, was the King of England. Mes- 
sage after message had arrived from England, 
wamiag him of the danger of his dominions, and 
soliciting his return* When he left his kingdom 
to set-out for Syria, he had felt so entire a deyo- 
tioa to the enterprise, as scarcely to. value either 
the happiness or the security of his territories. 
But 4hese sentiments wero put to a severe proof 
in the after events of the crassde; and, as he 
lost his hopes of succeeding in the* entire conquest 
of Palestiae, he became more and more aolicitons 
respecting the fiite of his kingdom. The intelli- 
gence which was brought from Europe increased 
his aaxi^y, and rendesed him desirous of return- 
ing the moment he could do so, consistently with 
his reputation for courage and piety. 
' But the means which. Richard appears to have 
employed to effect his ol^ect, cast a shade of 
doubt -oiter his renown. Of all the chiefs in the 
Christian Simy, he was the foremost in endeavour- 
ing to bring about a peace with the Moslem ; and 
though) in looking coolly on die narrative of thesa 
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tmiiilft(ln#D0;'we'&my feel indkied to tfpplftml' iath 
acCotinMl as^eonsist^it witb pntdMice dnd good 
seiise, it is dlflicah to believe that a roan of Ri* 
cliftrd'« character was guided solely by these prii»> 
ciptes. -His dose and frequent conferences, also. 
With Ma]ek*al- Adel gave a very plausible reason for 
his SAsomtes to doubt the perfect honesty of hm 
▼iews ; and it is, therefore, a questionable point 
in the history of our lion^hevted monarcii, who* 
ther he was not more eager after personal le- 
nown, than the snccessfnl prosecution of the gene- 
ral designs of Christendom. 

But, however this may be, he wais dee[^y affect- 
ed as he prepared to bid adieu to the scene of his 
chivalrous exploits ; and this is the strongest aign- 
ment which can be brought in support of his sin* 
oerity. But it failed to convince the d^erent 
chieftains, who had been instant in urging the pro- 
bability that Jeruialem would fall into their bends, 
if vigorously assaulted ; and the French, in particu- 
lar, reprobated his conduct. Others, on the con- 
trary, regarded him with the highest respect and 
venemtion ; and when the tine of his departure 
actually arrived, numbers of the people shed teans 
and lamented him as if they were losing their last 
hope of safety from the enemy. Richard him* 
self, whose heart was ever open to sudden im- 
pulses of passion, was also affectisd to weepings at 
this demonstraUdn of popular regard ; and as hm 
looked back upon the land of his adventurous pil* 
grimage, and on his affectioDate followers, he ex- 
claimed, in the grief and devotion of his soul, 
*' O Holy. Land ! I commend thy people to Godi 
May Heaven grant that I may again cone to visit 
and succour thee ! " Thus taking farewell of the 
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ahores on which he bad landed with tiich a noble nr 
aolntien to annihilate ^he power of the Moelem, heaet 
flail for Europe ; hat was fated* in his joomeyi tomeet 
more and^eater dangers than those with which 
bf bad to contend in his warfare with the infidel. 
Directing his course along the Adriatic, he was 
^ipwredced near A<}nileia ; and, fearing lest be 
, might be discovered in that unprotected state by 
any of the European princes whose enmity he had 
raason to dread, he put on the habit of a simple 
pilgrim, and commenced his jonmey towards Ger- 
many, through which country he hoped to find bis 
way safe to England, fiat his imprudent ex- 
posure of the w^th which he bore, quickly de- 
stroyed what little protection he was capable of 
deriving from his disguiae* Desiring to obtain a 
safe conduct through the domain of the Count 
Meinhard, a friend of the murdered Cmirade, 
ha was aware that it w.ouki be, necessary for him 
to use the utmost precaution in concealing the 
knawiedge of his real character from Meinharc^ 
who was Btroogl^ attached to the Prince of 
Tyre. He therefore demanded a passport as the 
raerehant Hugo, and sent the Count a splendid 
mby ring, by way of purchasing the fttrour re* 
Meinhard, on seeing the costly jewel, im« 
exclaimed, " Mot the merchant Hugo^ 
but King Richard, sends me this ring, I have 
swom not to allow any {ulgrim to pass through my 
temtory ; but, iirom regard for the good will whicit 
the King has shown, and out of respect for baa 
wosth, I will grant him a sale conduct, but beg t» 
vstiim him his jeweL " The fmr wwds of the 
Co«nt| however, were mly intended . to deceive 
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the King ; and the latter yery narrowly escaped 
being made prisoner by the emissaries of the trea- 
cherous Meinhard. Scarcely was he detirered from 
thiis peril, when 'he fell into another, being pursu- 
ed by the brother of his former enemy, who qent 
after hiiti a knight, to whom he gave directions to 
force the house where Richard had taken up his 
h}dging. But, fortunately for the King, the knight 
kfiew him, and being iiiendly to him, gave him 
a strong and swift hqrse, allowed him to escape 
unharmed. For three days and three nights he 
rode without renturing to seek shelter or nourish- 
ment ; but, at length, stopped at an obscure iinn, 
in a small village near Vienna, where for some days 
he remained closely immured. * Still, however, he 
had not been warned sufficiently by his late escapes 
to act with prudence to secure his safety. A large 
and splendid ring, which it little became' a sim- 
ple pilgrim to wear, he still retained on his fingeiP; 
and took so little care in warning his attendant of 
the necessity of secrecy, that that worthy followet' 
exposed the gold coins of Syria, which they had 
brought with them ; and when he found he had 
awakened the suspicions of the people, he vainly ^ 
endeavoured to allay them, by reporting that hii ' 
employer was a rich merchant. Not trusting, how- 
ever, to the success of his attempt to undo the 
mischief of this imprudent conduct he warned his 
master immediately to leave the place ; but Richard 
preferred meeting the danger to resuming his journey ; 
and the suspicion of some people at Vienna being far- 
ther increased, he was sought for, and arrested by one* 
of the officers of Duke Leopold, whose ehuilty to 
Richard had been so violently excited at the siege"* 
^f Ptolemaia. The unfortunate King dedared he 
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vovld sqrrander only to the Duke himaelf ; and 
when the latter appeared, he resigned his sword, 
bat though, at first, treated with some regard 
to his rank and character, he was shortly after 
thrown into strict confinement. Leopold was 
not permitted long to retain his illnstrioas captive ; 
and Richard was delivered np to the Emperor 
H&ury VL, who confined him in a strong castle^ 
and neglected no means to prevent his escape. 
Bat the lofty spirit of the royal chevalier re- 
tained its pride and gaiety through erery adversi- 
ty. He amosed himself with sometimes wrest- 
ling with his gnardst and at others with making 
them intoxicated, and then ^rting with their ab- 
sordities* Richard, however, was not wanting in 
powers of mind which fumi^ed him occasionally 
with a more refined recreation. It was the fashion 
in that age of war and minstrelsy, for the bravest 
and highest- bom knights to cultivate the gentle 
arts of song ; and while the page and the sqaire 
were expeicted to be able to soothe the idle hn- 
moar of their masters or mistresses with a lay of 
love or battle, the chevalier himself was thought 
to be more perfect if he remembered well those 
accomplishments of bis youth* Several of the most 
renowned knights, therefore, are described as hav- 
ing been poets of no mean degree, and the lives of 
the Troabadonrs are mingled with the stories of 
many a gallant warrior. Thus, about the time of 
Richard, Rambaud de Yaqueiras, the son of a poor 
knight, gained so much reputation by his uniting 
the characters of soldier and poet in his own per- 
son, that the celebrated Marquis of Montferrat, 
who took so important a part in the fourth cro- 

VOL. II. N 
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sibde, encoar&ged him in mtking lore to his noble 
Bister ; aad Vaqaeiits divided his. time between 
singing the praises of fais lovely mistress^ or 1^ 
bmve adtioos of his lord, and performing all the 
i^oroas exploits which xmte to be looked for 
from a redoubtable ohei«lier. Bertrand de Bom, 
Visconnt of Hantefert, is still more celebrated in 
the annals of the time of which we »e speaking, 
for his excellent talents as a poet, nnd bis bnivery 
as a knight. He was the boldest of i^e chevaliers 
of Fcance* breathing it is said nitfthittg btrt war, 
and rousing the martial passisns of aM ssroond him 
to the highest pitch of excitement by 1^ glowing 
eloquence of his songs. He w«s e^f engaged in 
the quarrek of Richard with the French States, 
and espoused the side of Henry olf Gtdenne i^painst 
that prince. He was exposed continually to the 
greatest dangers and disasters, owing to his impe- 
tuoBs disposition ; and afo^a life of constant action 
and adventure, he retired to a Cistercian monas* 
tery, in which he died.** One of the poems wfaii^ 
this renowned knight addressed to his mistress, to 
whom he had been accused of infidelity, eftill exists. 
" It places before «s, " says M. de Sisaaondi, " tiie v 
real kni^t of former times, all busied in war and 
the <jhase, the labour and delight of our fathers, 
successively appealing to every thing that is dear to 
him in life, to every thing which has been the 
study of bis youth smd of bis riper age, and yet es- 
teeming them all light, in comparison with lore ; " 
which will be a sufficient apology for insertmg it in 
this place. 

* Sismondi's Literature of the South of Europe. 



AND THE CRUSADES. Ill 

I cAKScrr hide Cram thee bow much I fear^ 
The whispers breathed by ilatteren in thine ear 

Againat my faith. But tvm not. Oh ! I pmyt 
That heart so true, so faitbful| ao siaoeie, 
So humble and so frank, to me so dear, 

Oh huly ! turn it not from me away. 

So may I lose my hawk, ere he can spring, 
Borne from my hand by some bold falcon*s wing, 

Mangled and torn before my very eye. 
' If every word thou utterest does not bring 
More joy to me than fortune's favouring, 

Or all the bliss another's love might buy. 

So, with my shield on neck, mid storm and rain, 
"With vizor blinding me, and shortened rein. 

And stirrups far too long, so may I ride,— - 
So may my trotting charger give me pain. 
So may the ostler treat me with disdain. 

As they who tcU those tales have grossly lied* 

When I approach the gaming board to play. 
May I not turn a penny all the day ; 

Or may the board be shut, the dice untrue, 
If the truth dwell not in me, when I say 
Ko other fair e*er wiled my heart away. 

From her I've long desired and loved^— from you. 

Or, prisoner to some noble, may I fill. 
Together with three more, some dungeon chill. 

Unto each other odious company ; 
Let master, servants, porters, try their skill, 
And use me for a target if they will. 

If ever 1 have loved aught else but thee. 



152 HISTORY OF CHIYALBT, 

So may auother knight make lore to you* 
And 80 may 1 be puzzled what to do ; 

So may I be becalmed 'mid oceans wide : 
May the King's porter beat me bhu:k and blue. 
And may I fly ere I the battle view, 

As they that slander me ha^e grossly lied. * 

Bnt none of these warrior-poets is more cele- 
brated than Richard ; and he is said to have sooth- 
ed many hours of his long and dreary captivity in 
the composition of lays, in which he recalled to 
memory the events of his pilgrimage, or lamented 
the hard fortune to which he was now doomed. 
The following has been handed down to ns as 
having been composed by the illustrious prisoiier» 
after he had been confined fifteen months in the 
Tour Tendfreuse^ or Black Tower. 

No wretched captive of bis prison speaks. 

Unless with pain and bitterness of soul ; 
Tet consolation from the Muse he seeks. 

Whose voice alone misfortune can controL 
"Where now is each ally, each baron, friend. 

Whose face I ne'er beheld without a smile? 
Will none, his sovereign to redeem, expend 

The smallest portion of his treasures vile ? 

Though none may blush that, near two tedious yean» 
Without relief, my bondage has endured, 

Yet know, my English, Norman, Gascon peers, 
Not one of you should thus remain immured : 

The meanest subject of my wide domains, 

Had I been free^ a ransom should have found ; 

* RoBcoe's Translation. 
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I mean not to reptoach ymi with my dMiiis, 
Yet still 1 wear tlieai on « Ibniga ground ! 



For true, it i a t o idtlsli kuaoan nM:e ! 

*' Nor dead nor capdye, friend or kindred find ; " 
Since here I pine in bondage and diagraee^ 

For lack of gold my letters to unbind ; 
Much for myself I feel, yet, ah ! still more 

lliat no eoBspaanon ftom my sufejects flows : 
What can lirom infiuny their names restore, 

If, while a prisoner, death my eyes should close? 

But small is my surprise, ihoogh great my grief. 

To find, in spito of all his solemn vows. 
My lands are raTaged by the Oalfic chief, 

Wfafle none my cause has courage to espouse. 
Though lofty towers obscure the cheerful day. 

Yet, through the dungeon's melancholy gloom. 
Kind Hope, in gentle whispers, seems to say, 

** Perpetual thraldom is not yet thy doom. 



•* 



Ye dear companions of my happy days. 

Of Chail and Pensavin, aloud declare 
Throughout the earth, in everlasting lays. 

My foes against me wage inglorious war. 
Oh, tell them, too, that ne'er, among my crimes. 

Did breach of faith, deceit, or fraud appear ; 
That infamy will brand to latest times 

The insults I receive, while captive here. 

Know, all ye men of Anjou and Tourafne, 
And every bach* lor knight, robust and brave^ 

That duty, now, and love, alike are vain. 
From bonds your sovereign and your friend to save^ 
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Bemote tfom coniolation, here I lie. 
The wretched captive of a powerful foe. 

Who all your seal and ardour can defy, 
Nor leaves you aught but pity to bestow. • 

• 

The fate of Richard had been kept conceided 
from his subjects, by every stratagem whicl\ the 
policy of the Emperor could iuTent; apd Philip 
Angnstns offered that monarch an immenaie re- 
ward, if he would deliver np to him the per- 
son of his captive. The greatest consternation, 
in the mean time, reigned in England, on ac- 
count of the absence of the King, whose renown 
had made him dear to his people, and whoee 
mysterious delay filled them with apprehension. 
At length, the minstrel Blondel, who was more 
strongly attached to Richard than any of his 
followers, set out with the determination of tra- 
velling through every town and village, till he 
discovered the place of his beloved master's impri- 
sonment. On arriving near the castle in which 
the King was confined, the faithful Blondel in- 
quired, as seems to have been his custom, whether 
there was not some prisoner in the tower which he 
saw. The answer which he received to his in- 
quiry convinced him, that the King was confined 
there ; but, as he had no means of gaining a sight of 
his master, he had recourse to an expedient which 
became both his profession and the romance of 
the adventure. Richard and he, in some hour of 
friendship aqd idleness, had amused themselves in 
composing a Tenson, in which they responaed to 
each other ; and Blondel now conceived the idea 

* Bumey*s History of Music. 
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of nnging a pari of thksong, io well known to 
his master, under the wind6ws of the tower where 
he supposed him to be confined. Scarcely had he 
finished the first Terse, when the delighted min* 
strel heard the strain resomed by the manly voioe 
of Richard ; and, haying satisfied himself as to the 
correctness of his sospicicms, he immediately bent 
Iris way to England, where the information which 
he gare was received by all classes of people with 
mixed sentiments of rage against the dishononrable 
enemies of their monarch, and sympathy with the 
noble sufferer. Their patriotism, it is well known, 
speedily deliyered him from his captirity ; but he 
•returned to his dominions only to be involved in 
iresh troubles, and prove that, however admirable 
were his chivalrous qualities, he was destitute of 
the steady virtues and more useful adornments 
which render a monarch venerable and powerful 
among his people. The character of Richard 
appears great and worthy of admiration, or low 
and contemptible, as we behold on different 
sides. To the eye of the moralist, and when ex* 
amined by the pure and unchanging laws of truth, 
men are virtuous and vicions, as they approach to, 
or recede from, the standard of good, which exists 
perfectly only in the Divine mind ; but which, 
though less bright, is as an angel of life and know- 
ledge enshrined in every man's conscience. But 
the inquiry of the historian is not respecting the 
primary or absolute virtue or vice of men's actions, 
but what were the circumstances which increased 
the splendour of their good deeds, or served to 
palliate the ignominy of their bad ones ; or how 
hr they agreed with, or contradicted the particu- 
lar impokea to good, which existed in the rulir 
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spirit of tbe age in which they lived. In this retpet^ 
we must ehaerve Richard as bespoke, tho«ght» aycid 
•Ctedy amid scenes, and nnder influences^ whidi af- 
fected all who li^ed at the same time, as well as 
himself, and which were so^^ciently strong to mo* 
dify every feeling and sentiinent which were not 
indelibly stamped on the heart by nature. To act 
in conformity widi ihe plain and simple laws of 
morality, was not, in that age, snffident to satisfy 
either the world or the conscience of the indivi* 
dual. Society, if we may use such a figure, wore 
a scarlet mantle ; and to shine in the ^lendour of 
heroic deeds, alone gave the right to be clothed in 
the livery of the times. Ridiard was a King. 
He had, by nature^ a warm heart and a quick 
imagination. In whatever age he had lived, he 
would have sought glory more than peace, and r^ 
joiced rather in being a hero than a statseman. But 
be lived at a period when the romance of his dis- 
position was in perfect harmony with the opinions 
jof the world, and when, to be led unresistingly by 
the imagination, was to act in concert with the 
most admired of his cotemporaries. By his rank, 
and the talents with which nature had endowed 
him, he was fitted to take the first station in the 
numerous ranks of diivalry; and with his own 
feelings actiug from within, and impressed by so 
many outward impulses of popular passion, it is 
not wonderful that Bicbard of England shone in 
the brightest panoply of a Christian warrior. So 
far as a human being may take his rule of action 
from tbe character of his age, and deserve glory 
for conforming to it, Richard merits a nobler fame 
■than any of his compeers. His knightly valour 
waa exercised on the most desperate occasions, and 
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when the only reason for hie exposing himseif to 
danger was that he might perform the duties of a 
chevalier without fear or reproach. In embarking 
for the crusade, he freely spent the greater part of 
bis riches, and put his throne in peril. During his 
sojourn in the Holy Land, the feelings with whidi 
he calculated the chances of succeeding in its per- 
fect recoFery from the infidel, were excited by the 
deepest anxiety to partake in the triumph, or not 
leave the scene of conflict till the moment, when 
to fight would be no longer of any use. When 
circumstances drove him to the necessity of pre- 
cipitating his departure, the gloomiest melancholyi 
it is on all sides allowed, took possession of his 
mind, and the tears which were plentifully shed 
by the Syrian Christians when he bade them fare- 
well, and his own sorrofvful exclamations, prove 
that he had been a true and faithful champion. 

But the fame of Richard, and the pleasure with 
which we regard his romantic heroism, are greatly 
diminbhed at the recollection of the deeds of fearful 
cruelty of which he was occasionally guilty. He 
might slay his twenty or thirty in battle, and be 
entitled, as men usually estimate these things, to 
glory for so doing ; but when we find him order- 
ing the butchery of his prisoners in their chains, 
we are forced to rank him among the bloodiest of 
tyrants. His conduct to the Jews, and the tyranny 
with which he oppressed his subjects in general, 
are only to be in a very slight manner excused by 
our knowledge of the imperfect light which then 
prevailed respecting social liberty. In short, as 
soon as we see Richard out of the battle-field, and 
divested of his armour and his conquering sword, 
we lose our respect for him, and lament that times 
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jhoiild have be«ii> in wlkisli mankind kaem of no 
greater glory, and no higher virtues, than thoae 
which tisis brave but ruthless and tyrannical mon- 
arch sought and exercised. The actual misfor- 
tunes of Richard's life were fortunate for bis lame. 
Much of the interest attached to his memory 
restdts from the perils and distresses with which 
he had to struggle ; and Richard, in the Tour 
TenM>renBe, is loved and pitied by the young 
iand romaptic, in spite of the dark deeds which 
.^listory ha^ registered under his name. H& love 
^f minstrelsy, is also another preservative of his 
glory ; and when looking through the dim vail of 
the past, the imaginative may be excused, if they 
point in deUght and triumph to the splendid visMm 
of a king rejoicing alike in his lyre and aword, and 
not more glorious as a hero in battle, than tender 
as a loter and a poet. But while we allow him 
all the |ad vantages which he may derive from iheso 
sources^ we must be careful not to permit him to 
rank in* our estimation with those of our momurcfas 
in whose wiadom or virtue we have still to 'la- 
joice. Richard did nothing beneficial, either lor 
his own age, or for posterity. He carried to «a 
extreme the principles which had effect in societjf 
while he lived ; but he neither controlled nor modi- 
fied them, nor in any instance anticipated future 
times either in virtue or wisdom. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



DKATH or SALABIH.— 4HK KMrS&OR HKNKT VJ. UNDKATAKBf 

ANOTHER CKITSADE. 

A. D. 1199. In tetttiiikig %6 ear nurraliye, Syria 
anr presents a seine rtry different from those we 
hmm <Kf IsM oeMemplated. After the departure of 
RkAMrd for Earope, the Christian chiefs who re- 
DHMied hehmd devoted iflietaaselves, apparently with 
great sincerity, to the eslslilishmeiit of the peace 
wkkJk had heen oommenoed with the Saracens. 
The yfiwag King of Jenisalem had the good sense 
te peroeive, that bis royalty was merely nominal, 
aad, therefore, would only allow himself, after a 
sbeit time, to he called Comit Henry. By this 
emsAwst, and a etnyilar one in ihe other principal 
men of the Christians, the greatest concord pre- 
vailed between them and the Moslems. This was 
ei^en carried so fu*, that Saladin sent Henry a 
magaificent torhan and vest, which the latter pn- 
blioly wore as a mark of affection for the Sultan. 
Little doubt, liievefope, was entertained for the 
tiflie, that Syria wovdd enjoy a long tranquillity ; 
bat scarcely bad bis subjects be^ allowed to taste 
the Uesmgs of peace, when Sidadih was taken 
from them by death, and they were left exposed 
to the 4f9ik of a dieputed succession. 
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> Among tbe European warriors or monardM «f 
the age we are describiDg, no one appears to bare 
so great a claim to our respect as Saladin. Hia 
first acquisition of power was markedi it is tnie» 
witb a very donbtlnl character, and it is probable 
diat he raised himself to a kingly station by those 
means which ambition is ever ready to proTide 
and consecrate to her purposes. But accordmg le 
history, tbe early life of Saladin was passed in 
luxury and dissipation, and it is a case, we believe, 
of frequent occurrence, that when a great and bM. 
mind first awakens from its lethargy, and becomes 
consdouB of its natural right to power, it will 
obey the sudden impulse to whatever ends it may 
conduct. But tbe character of Saladin, in the 
following events of his life, was rendered venenh 
ble by the moderation with which he used his 
successes, the enlightened generosity which in- 
fluenced his conduct towards those of a differ^ 
ent faith, and the prudence with which he ma« 
naged the interior affairs of his dominions* He 
was a warrior from his youth, but he was ever 
rysady to exercise the courtesies of benevolence 
towards his enemies ; and strove, by affording 
many instances of mildness and forbearance, te 
soften tbe wild and barbarous temper of his peo* 
pie. His devotion was deep and fervent ; and the 
natural gravity of his disposition inclined him te 
the most solemn and rigid attention to all the ar- 
ticles of his creed. But the greatness of hb mind 
seems to have triumphed over all feelings of bigo- 
try ; and be was faithfully devoted to his belief* 
and passed his life in defending it, without being 
a persecutor. Allowing for the different circiua* 
stances in which they were placed, a strong r^ 
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Itmbbace exists between the characters of Sa]adiii 
and Mahomet. They both afforded splendid ex* 
amples of a strong intellect, fall of gf and concept 
tioDSy and thus reared for themselves a kingdom, 
instiact only with the life which they gave it, and 
wbieh ceased to. exist in the same manner the 
nomeiit they perished. Mahomet was the mightier, 
it is tme ; but. Saladin approaches nearer to him 
than 1^1 his other followers, in the possession of 
those qualities of mind and disposition to which 
the Prophet owed his elevation. 
' Salad&n was deplored by all classes of his sub- 
jects ; and he is said to have given, shortly before 
bis decease, which occiirred at Damascus, many 
proofs of his wisdom, such as having sent his 
Arond to be seen by the multitude, as all which then 
remained to their victorious monarch. But these 
stories are generally rejected as fables ; and his 
panegyrists are satisfied with resting his fame oii 
the surer details of his history. He left behind 
him seventeen sons and a daughter. The three 
ddest of the former were Malek-al-Afdal, wher 
had been employed by his father in many import- 
ant stations ; Malek-al-Asis, and Malek Addaher. 
But, unfortunately for the fate of his kingdom, he 
had neglected to make choice of a successor to 
his far*stretching authority ; and, immediately after 
his decease, the three brothers, together with their 
uncle, Malek- al-Adel, took possession of those por- 
tions of the country which they could most con- 
veniently seize. The weakness of one, and the 
ambition of another, speedily gave rise to dissen- 
lioDS among the young princes ; and Malek-al** Adel 

ipl6yed his policy and experience sufficiently 

vol*- 11. , o 
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well to make IdiiweU; in a diint tiiaei 
tlie best portion of their dominaons. 

Wfaiie tbe nfibin of die Modems were in tine 
dietorbed state, tlie CbriBtiaiie weiie e^ery dnjr fae^ 
coming weaker and more oormpt. There was n* 
one who sufficiently respeeted their easse to aa» 
same the title of King of Jerusalem, or oflbr hum* 
setf as their mler aaNi duanpion. Altfaoogh is m 
state of peace, they were exposed, after die death 
•f Saladin, to the contiBnal insults of the infidelai 
and the pride and nTsrioe of the HospttaUevs and 
Templars had long rendered the holy4Mrdem of 
ehivsJry of little nse in the defence of the faith* 
About the time of which we are spealdng, the 
most violoit jealousies existed between the two 
esti^lishments ; and they had not refrained Inmb 
emptying their arms against each other, when* 
ever either jealousy, or the desire of aggr e mi esi j 
excited their passions. 

From all these circumstances, the ChristendoBt 
of the East was daily losing its power and yea^ 
mbieness. Ilie lamp which had been set np, and 
direw its strong and fiery light for a whBe amid 
the sacred relics of Palestine, was bnniing to ita 
socket. The gbom of a false fiiitb was again sinkiBf^ 
without resistance, orer the land ; and, amid the 
loud and continual prayers of the disciples of tho 
Prophet, few and feeble were those whidi the peo- 
ple of the Lord addressed to tlieir Almighty Khag, 
The yigour and dcTOtion which had animated tfaa 
Christians of Jerusalem, when the first cmaade 
was projected, was now no longer visible in awy 
part of Syria ; and it is more than probable, ikaft 
if tlie ftit^fnl had been sofiered to remain withoBt 
interruption from the Moslem, or eomamnioMMHi 
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widb tlie W«8e, ^bey wonkl, m a few years» have 
00 lost all their religion in die indiffereace and ti- 
eeiitionsiieBs wliich now proTailed, as to give the 
filaraceDs no longer any trouble about the sanctity 
of tfas Sofmlchre. 

A. D. 1196. Bat the feeKngs to which the lata 
important expedition owed its origin, were not 
yet entir^ extinct in Europe. Celestine the 
Third, ihoogh now ninety years of age, retained 
faia enthusiasm for the cause of Jerusalem. Many 
of the higher dergy did, or appeared to do, the 
Mme ; and the supreme Pontifl^ conceiring it his 
duty to call the Numbering princes to arms, and 
aonfidii^ in the strength of his exhortations, sent 
letters to all the fa^ops and archlnshops, de» 
mriiig them to prea^ immediately on the duty of 
again wrenching the Holy City from the power of 
ifae infidel. Though the veneration for Jems^ 
lem, however, still existed in the mind of Celes- 
lino, and might 5ret exercise some influence over 
ibe hearts of the devout, these sMUtiments retain* 
cd little hold on the minds of the people at large. 
A century is far too long a period for the prosp^ 
iHy of any cause which depends for its success on 
popular passion. Society is never stationary in its 
governing principles or interests ; and the objects, 
consequently, which may at one period be effscted 
%y It word) it will require at another all the arts of 
tte polatid»n and the' wealth of kingdoms to bring 
into notice. Had no other causes, therefore, ex* 
jetody but the simple change which had taken place 
in dMl^ state of the popular miad> the recovery of 
^emmdem would have been listened to at this pe- 
with a far different temper to that in which its 
had been formerly received. Bat the 
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nfiseries ivfaich had followed the expeditioiis imd^ 
taken for that purpose, though not sufficiently re- 
garded at first to prevent crowds of enthusiasts 
from following those who perished, could not be 
remembered without a thrill of horror ; and a feel- 
ing of this kind gains strength, in proportion as the 
period recedes in which the enthusiasm or the 
cause of the sufiTering existed. It was, however, 
not so much the recollection of the thousands who 
had fallen hy the sword of the Moslem which pro- 
duced this effect, as the deep sense of injury with 
which the people groaned under the arbitrary taxes 
which had been imposed by their monarchs to prd- 
vide means for the crusades. All the sober or sel* 
fish feelings of the people were by this means call- 
ed into action, to oppose those of enthusiasm ' or 
devotion ; and though the former will be some time 
in gaining the complete ascendency, they will be 
eure to do so at last. Popular sentiment had al*- 
ready passed the first ^age of its progress towards 
this change; and as trade and increasing informai- 
tion on subjects connected with social rights, were 
beginning to cast a glimmering light over the states 
of Europe, every day added strength to the coin*^ 
mon sense decision of prudence and interest. 

Such utere some of the difficulties with which 
Celestine had to contend, when he published a New 
Crusade ; and he soon found, that not only ^e peo- 
ple had considerably changed their opinions on the 
aobject, but that the monarchs, who had f<Nrmeriy 
been his great support, could be no longer nioved 
by his persuasions. Richard had not Isdd asidd 
the badge of a crusader ; and the Pontiff for some 
time hoped, that his ai^nments, and those of. tlie 
English bishops, would reach the heart of the lion- 



l^tiOfld Kngyteid perautde bin ag^ to cress lbi9 
left ler Palestine. Bnt Richard had soifered too 
vmak already by his adveotures, and was now too 
busily occupied with the disturbed &£&ur8 of his 
doninioDs, to listen to the suggestions of bis spiri* 
ta^ advisers* Aootber reason is also mentioned 
IS a probable one for bis resisting all aigamenta of 
tbs kind. Tbe power and jealonsy of bis riyal 
Philip wove greatly to be dreaded, »ad bad been 
noi» than onee in action against bis authoraty* 
Had bis captiyitybeen kwger cootiniied« there ap- 
peared to be no doubt that tbe macbinations of tbe 
Fr^ch King wonld not h&ve ceased* till he bad 
poseeased bunself of a part of tbe Englisb domi* 
uMMis; and it was equally probable, that if Richard 
agaia left ibem onprotected, these attempts would 
be renewed. 

Finding bis endeaFours produce little effect on 
die King of £ngland, tbe Pope next turned bis 
attention to Philip ; but the fear wbioh ^e former 
psfMVch had of bis Gallic rival was shared by the 
bittor in respect to himself ; and neither of these 
dof^ut and cbiyalrous Kings, therefore, dared a 
second time adventure tbe recovery of Palestine^ 
leaty in so doing, bis former associate in ibe holy 
enterprise might attempt the seizure of bis terri** 
tery. 

Tbae disappointed in bis expectations of reaai* 
matiag the fire ef devotkm, which bad burnt so- 
brigbtly in ibe hearts of Richard and Philip, Ce- 
htiame determined on addvessing tbe Emperor 
Hewy VI., who, though excommnaicated the pre* 
eediag year, be tboaght might be prevailed upon 
to csdie jup arms at tbe call ^ tbe church. Henry 
WW waU oienlflttti as aflsure tben steed, ito be the 

o2 
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llji'w jMoriMMi would, b« wm mwmn, be Ae fint 
neoeMBry step to such a g^antic uidertakiDg: and 
baring obtained tbe alliance of the Veaeciwu and 
Genoese, hy promitea of giving tbem a ihare in 
t^ spoil, be boped eaaily to effect tbe etmqueat 
of Sicily, and that drcnmatancea would ipeedily 
occur to tender iam tbe ntaater of bia neir al- 
liea. 

' It bad all along been tbe profeased intention of 
tbe Emperor to proceed bimaelf at the bead of tbe 
craaaden ; bnt motirea of policy alloved bim to 
be pwamded to remain in Enrope, and direct tbe 
meaenrea of tbe enterprise wbilo safely seated mi 
his imperial tbrone> Tbe expedition, therefore, 
of which we tu« about to trace the events, aa- 
aoines an aepect strikingly different to that of tbe 
fonner crnsMlefl. Policy might, in some meaeore, 
euler into tbe views of tbe princes and nobles en- 
gaged in the earlier expeditions ; bnt it was not 
tbe prime mover of their nndertakings, and it acted 
a very secondary part even in tbe last great en- 
terprise, carried on by two powerful and ambitions 
We have now, however, to regard tbe 

her than religions wars ; 

or political purposes; and 
political changes in the 

y are fraught with more 
ire na. Tbe character of 
did, and compared with 
larchs, is worthy of oh 
^ schemes whicb ente' 
ion with which he port- 
ilent which be evince 
ition. The anbjec^ 



tbe Gf«ek emjpke to the lAttagy is also ««8 of did 
most memorable events of modera times. It 
formed the commencement of a new pfiriod in 
history— of a period cut short by the revolotioai 
which followed^ and which again tmmed the stream 
of events into another com»e— but ^et equally 
worthy of attention, as tbe result of ciraimsiaAces 
which operated in an unforeseen manner, and •! 
putting the world into a state, with regaid to the 
several relations of its political divisions, vrhioh 
^ded to 'the complete subversjr^n of its foroMr 
condition. 

Having finished his preparations, and determia* 
ed on the conduct of the war, Henry ^therod 
around him a choice army of forty thoussxid meiiy 
destined for the intended attack on Sicily* The 
remaining number of the cmsaders^ who were al- 
lowed to proceed on the proper purposes of the 
expedition to which they had devoted themselves^ 
were divided into two parts, one of which wa9 
placed under the command of the Dukes of Sax* 
ony and Brabant, and embarked from diiferaa^ 
ports of the Baltic ; and tbe other, under that ol 
the Archbishop of Mufence^ and Valeran 4>f Lin« 
bourg, with whom was also Queen Mairgaret of 
Hungary, sister of Philip Augustus, who, having 
lost her husband, took the vows of a crnsader^ 
and now led an army of her subjects to %ht with 
the infidels. This division of the ij^iperial junm- 
ment having passed the Danube, took the route 
towards Constantinople, where a fleet had been 
prepared by the Greek Emperor, Isaac, to cany U 
1^ Ptolemais. 

It was with some degree of surprise the Cbnar* 
tians of Syria beheld, the approach of di^ir Wo^ 
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em brethren in' hostile amy. The ' tnioe^ whieh 
bad been fonned between Richard and Saladin^ 
though not productive of all the good which they 
had at first been led to expect, was yet so far ac- 
ceptable to them, that they had no inclination 
to change the comparative security it afforded 
for a renewal of their former sufferings. It also 
appears, that corrupt and licentious as they had 
become, they had retained so much of their Chris- 
tian truth, as not to dream of preparing for a re- 
gttlar attack on the Saracens so long as the truce 
bound them to peace. On the arrival, therefore! 
of the Archbishop of Mayence and the other chiefs 
of this division of the army, Henry of Champagne, 
the late king of Jerusalem, and the principal bap 
rons who had remained in Syria, employed their 
urgent endeavours to dissuade them from any sud- 
dm violation of- the treaty. They represented 
the evils which hostilities might produce, and 
the little advantage which could be gained by 
any present attack on the Moslems ; and desired 
them, if they should finally determine on war, at 
least to wait the arrival of the remainder of the 
forces under the Dukes of Saxony and Brabant. 

Whether this advice sprang from indifference to 
the declining cause of the Christian authority in 
the East, or from a real apprehension that it might 
be greatly injured by the hasty measures of the 
new crusaders, it was that which the wisest coun- 
sellors would have given on the occasion, and 
merited the most serious attention of those to 
whom it was offered. But the Germans had left 
Europe full of a high enthusiasm for the cause in 
which they were embarked ; they had experienced 
nothing on their route to damp their ardour ; and 
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fiie tkj^ of tlieir bopett and wishes seemed xmhW 
within their grasp. The opinions, therefore, of their 
Syrian brethren were listened to with doubt, and 
some mixture of indignation. These feelings at 
last broke oat in expressions of rage and contempt ; 
and they were answered, by the other party, with 
the observation, that they were better acquainted 
than Btransers to the Holy Land with its tme si- 
tuation ; that they had neither solicited nor desired 
the assistance of the German warriors ; and that, 
as ihey had hitherto i>een able to meet the ]leHls 
with which they were menaced, they trusted they 
should still be capable of doing so withont foreign 
assistance. But diis reply seired only to itnirease 
the anger atid zeal of the crusaders, and they im* 
mediately separated themselves from the Syrians, 
to pursue measures better suited to their feelings 
than those advised by their more prudent hro* 
thren* 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

MB VOUKTB OMTSADK AlTD m IKOLOU017S TEBIUHATIOK.— 

nuEPAajmoNfl roB ▲ nxw ckusaim. 

Thx impetuoiu Germans haying resisted, as has 
been detailed) the unwarlike opinions of Heniy of 
Cbampagne and his barons, immediately took arms, 
and, marching oat to Ptdemais, begav the war of 
the Fourth Cmaade. Their first operations oonsist- 
ed in ravaging the hmds of the enemy; bat they 
had not carried on this predatory warfiure long, 
when Malek-al-Adel summoned his chiefs around 
faiai, and laid si^e to Joppa. The yigoar and 
promptitade with which this experienced Saraeen 
prepared to repel the approach of the inyaders, 
had the eflect of rousing those of the Christians 
mho had hitherto evineed themselves backward 
in astmning a hostile position. The prond bands 
of consecrated knights, in whose ranks were to be 
kmad the bcavest as well as haughtiest warriors of 
Ofariatendom, prepared themselves for the conflict. 
Heniy of Champagne resigned himself to the ne* 
ceesity of the case, and his barons followed his ex- 
asi^e. A considerable force was, therefore, soon 
seady to eeopemte with tiie Germans. But just 
as they wew psepariagto eet forth on their nara^ 
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their plans were put a stop to by the sudden tmd 
melancholy death of Henry. The unfortunate 
prince had stepped out into a balcony of one of the 
windows of the palace, when it gare way, and be 
was precipitated to the earth. The accident was 
ascribed by the Germans to the anger of God, 
who thus, they asserted punished, the indifiference 
of the Count to his cause. In the midst of the 
confusion which this disastrous event cheated, 
news was brought, that Joppa had fallen into 4e 
hands of the Saracens, and that twenty thonsand 
Christians had been put to death by the con- 
querors. 

The arrival of the other division of the army, 
under the Dukes of Saxony and Brabant, was bow 
anxiously expected by the Christians; and they 
were at length comforted with the sight of the 
fleet in which were their brave companions. As 
soon as a union had been effected between the 
forces, they were hastily led to the siege of Bo- 
rytus, a town important both for its . station be* 
tween Jerusalem and Tripoli, for the safety and 
size of its harbour, and. for the honour wfaichr ted 
been conferred on it, by its being the .city chosen 
for the coronation of the Moslem princes* . Qa 
the banks of the river Eleutherus, between ; the 
cities of Tyre and Sidon, the Christian army w 
met by that of Malek-al-Adel. A battle was. im- 
mediately commenced ; and for a long tim^ it was 
doubtful whether victory would decide in fa?oiir. of 
the Christians or Moslems.. At length, the deteiv 
mined bravery of the former prevailed. . Matek-al* 
Adel was wounded, and obliged to savie biaifielf 
by flight, and his whole army, was di^eyreed* The 
conquerors proceeded without idtLy on tbeir . vie« 
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-ttfriotift route to Berytns, which they took, and 
Bot only became masters of the immense wealth 
which that place contained, but had also the gra- 
tification of delivering nine thousand Christian pri- 
who had been confined there by the Sara- 



The Emperor Henry had, in the mean time, 
been equally successful in his attempts on Naples 
md Sicily ; and, though his flagitious conduct was 
worthy of the greatest detestation, he still gloried 
in being the first promoter of the crusade, and as 
furthering the purposes of the sacred expedition 
by these projects of his own ambition. Being 
now, however, able to spare a further portion of 
his forees, he sent a lai^e body of his men to join 
their brethren in Syria, under Conrade, Bishop of 
Hidelsheim, and Chancellor of the Empire. The 
arrival of this additional force, together with their 
late capture of Berytus, Sidon, and Giblet, inspired 
the Christians with the highest confidence in the 
power of their arms ; and it was not till after a 
warm debate, that many of the chiefs could be 
persuaded not to march directly to Jerusalem. 

As the winter was approaching, this project was 
deferred to the following year. But Thoron, an 
dmoet impr^:nab]e fortress on the sea-coast, and 
the only one which now remained to the Saracens 
from Antioch to Ascalon, excited the cupidity of 
the Christians, and the siege was immediately com- 
nenoed. The strength of the fortiBcations, and 
the skill and bravery of the garrison, set the arts 
of the besiegers for some time at defiance ; but no- 
thing could resist their final success. There were 
men in the army who had passed their lives in 
working the mines of. Germany, and these were 

VOL. n. P 
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set to excavate the memntain on wfaicii the fortreM 
was buih. By this means, and by the constant 
employment of their engines against the waifs, the 
baniers were at length shaken to the foundation ; 
■nd the besieged, finding any further resistanee 
▼ain, sent deputies with an offer to capitulate, the 
anty condition demanded being the preservation of 
their life and liberty. Violent contentions existed 
shout this time in the Christian camp ; and when 
it was debated whether the garrison of Tbonm 
should be admitted to the terms proposed or noc, 
no one appeared to have sufficient power or influ- 
ence to determine the mattei". Most of the efaieft 
were on the side of mercy and the justice of war, 
and decided in favour of the besieged. But there 
were others who declared, that no agreement ought 
to be entered into with the infidel, imd were guilty 
cf the base conduct of both urging the unfortunate 
gariisem fo continue their defence, and inflaming 
the aiinds of then: own soldiers witb the desire of 
tahbig vengeance on them for their obstinacy, hi 
the midst, however, of this confusion the capitu- 
lation was signed by several of the chlefe, among 
whoiB was the Bishop of Hidelsheim ; and one 
part of the army assumed an attitude of peace, 
while the other retained its warlike array. 

The deputies returned to the anxious garri- 
son. They described what they had seen and 
heard ; the^fary which had manifested itself in the 
minds and countenances of several of the Christian 
leaders ; the bloody sentiments which evidently 
inspired their measures ; and the preparations which 
still existed for pursuing their destruction. This 
address was received whh that indignation whldk 
gives strength and resn^ution to despair. Eniagtsd 
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9i tke base and atvage feeliags of their enenief, 
they seemed to derive, from the barbuity of the 
Cbratituoe,ai)eir motiire for ooBtiouiiig their defence. 
This feeling was followed by an iastuit determin* 
ation to die rether than yield ; and the benegersy 
vho were Bvery inataat ezpectiag the arriral of the 
boelagies in the eamp, were suddenly aar|msed 
with ibe reappearance of the Moslems in an atti* 
Inde of defianee. The siege was, therefore, again 
comineoced. Bat the cmsaders in vain mttempted 
to regain thar former position. The garrison 
promptly repaired the walls, and, employing the 
ttinee which had been dug by the enemy to aid 
them m their defence, numbers of Chri&tians pe- 
rished in the subterranean passages, or were drag^ 
ged into the fortress, and there put to a miaerable 
death by the infuriated Moslems. 

This state of things had continued for some 
iiflse, when intelligence was brought the chiefs 
lhalMalek<«l-Adel was adTaneing by rapid marchea 
towards Thoron. The gross licentiousness in 
which the Christinns had lately indulged, had con- 
aiderably weakened their resolution and martial 
energy; and the nenrs of the enemy s approach 
illed tbem with alarm. Not daring, however, t» 
confess their aentiraents to the army in general, 
th^ imbeciie leaders taxed their inyention to cover 
the di^giaoe of their cowardice. During the festival 
of the Purification, the heralds proclaimed that an 
iflsanlt was the next day to be made by the whole 
iaree. The night was passed by the soldiers in pre- 
paring themselves for the expected battle ; but at 
the dawn of day, and when they were listening for 
the iHgnal of assault) intelligence was brought them 
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that Conrade and most of the other chi^fti had left 
the camp, and fled towards Tyre. 

The disorder which reigned through the army, 
when this became generally known, was terrible. 
The soldiers, not waiting to form themselTes 
into any order for effecting their retreat, rush- 
ed tamultnonsly from their tents, some with their 
arms, and others without ; while in their pre* 
cipitate flight they were followed at a distance 
by the sick and wounded, many of whom, ob* 
liged to stop before they had scux^ly left ' the 
camp, fell into the hands of the enemy; and 
others sunk overpowered, and perished by the 
way. A violent storm of thunder and lightning 
added to the terror of the fugitives ; and. when tha 
remnant of the proud army which had besieged 
Thoron appeared before Tyre, the Christiana of 
that place beheld only a wretched rabble, exhaust- 
ed by fear and fatigue, and bearing no resemblance 
to the hardy bands which had boasted of being able 
to re«conquer Jerusalem. 

The disgrace of this event was not followed by 
any improvement in the manners or counsels oi 
the Christians. The jealousies which had arisen 
on the first arrival of the Germans, were evmy 
day carried to a higher pitch of animosity ; and 
the faithful mutually accused each other of accept- 
ing the bribes of their enemies, or bringing down 
destruction by indifference to the holy cause. A 
battle which the Germans won about this time* 
by increasing their pride, added to the causes of 
hatred between them and the Syrians. The Dnkee 
of Saxony and Austria, two of the principal lead- 
ers, also fell in this engagement ; and nothing. pn> 
sented itself but distrust and anarchy* 
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. Henry of Champagne, though he had lefnsed to 
retain the name of King, without any means of 
vindicating his right, was regarded by the Syrian 
Christians as their chief ; and though his authority 
also was a mere shadow, it had saved the people 
from that utter licentiousness into which they 
were now thrown. Isabel, his widow, was yet 
living, and was regarded as having the right of 
disposing of the crown as she thought fit. In the 
bad state of affairs, therefore, which now existed, 
it was the advice of the principal prelates and 
barons, that she should again give her hand and 
the crown of Jerusalem to some prince, who might 
be both able and willing to support their cause* 
Amaury, the successor of Guy of Lusignan on the 
throne of Cyprus, was chosen for this honour by 
the Queen and her counsellors ; and the marriage 
was celebrated with great festivity at Ptolemais* 
But the death of the Emperor Henry, which oc- 
curred at this time, gave another turn to the 
coui-se of affairs. That monarch, having been the 
author of the crusade, was also, throughout, ita 
great supporter. He had been unremitting in 
supplying the army with stores and recruits, and 
prevented, by this means, most of those evils 
which had cut off so many thousands in the former 
expeditions. The real state of the army was seen* 
as soon as his support was withdrawn. Having 
no enthusiasm but that which had been inspired 
by the persuasions or the gold of Henry, the chiefs, 
on receiving intelligence of his death, resolved on 
immediately returning to Europe ; and neither the 
exhortations of the Pope, nor those of the Syrian 
Christians, could induce any of them, except the 
Queen of Hungary, to delay their departure. 

f2 
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Thus ended this short and inglorious crosadei 
which would hardly desenre to be ranked among 
the expeditions known by that name, but for its 
being the commencement of a series of events 
which are presently to engage our attention, and 
which have an importance equal, if not 8nperi<Mr9 
to any of those already recounted. It is with the 
commencement of the fourth crusade we discover 
the beginning of that change which marks the differ* 
ence between the middle and modem ages of the 
world. The impassioned enthusiasm, the untiring 
devotion, the imaginative belief, which gave life and 
spirit to inanimate things, and a visible form and 
body to the fleeting visions of the mind — these 
were now fast giving way to the more selfish prin- 
ciples of action. Instead of being carried out of 
themselves, and moved to seek consolation in the 
vague but not less certain sources of pleasure, men 
began to value only the positive goods of life ; and 
as this feeling became more and more prevalent* 
the requisition of wealth was more eagerly sought 
for, and social liberty was a blessing better under- 
stood, and more highly prized. Both kings and- 
people participated in this change ; and the wars of 
the one were gradually assuming an entirely poli- 
tical character, while the latter employed their 
growing energies in working out, one after the 
other, the rights which were to be the pillars of 
future constitutions. 

It is in this respect that the crusade, undertaken 
by the Emperor Henry VI., is most worthy of at- 
tention ; and the careful reader of history will take 
pleasure in oberving the difference between the 
character of that monarch, the means which be 
employed to carry on his designsi and the general 
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«veBtt of the enterprisey and the same kind of ob- 
jocto, as they offer themaelrea to inquiry, in the ex- 
peditions before described. 

A. D. 1 198. On the departure of the German 
craaaders, a trace for three years was conclnded 
between Malek-al-Adel and the Connt de Mont- 
fort, who had lately arrived from France with se« 
vend other chevaliers of the same country. But 
yttle trust was to he placed in a treaty, for the 
strict observance of which the Christians them- 
selves had set so bad an example. The worst mi- 
series w»«, therefore, hourly apprehended; and 
they turned with a supplicating aspect towards 
their brethren in the West. They had, in the late 
crusade, hastily rejected their preferred coopera- 
tion, but they were now obliged to solicit it ; and 
for this purpose, the bishop of Ptolemais, with several 
noblemen, embariced for Europe ; butthey were ship- 
wrecked on the coast, and most of them perished 
in the waves. Fortunately, however, for the belie- 
vers in Syria, Innocent III. had just mounted the 
Fapal throne, a man whose talents and ambition 
rendered him capable of conceiving and undertak- 
ing the boldest projects. He eagerly seized, there- 
fore, upon the opportunity, which the situation of 
the church in the East afforded, of increasing his 
influence and authority. He addressed a pathetic 
letter to the people and clergy of France, Hungary, 
Sicily, and England, in which he deplored the fall 
of Jerusalem, the indignities to which the disciples 
of the Lord were subject ; and, above all, the li^ 
centiousness and faithlessness of those who ought 
to have offered their lives in defence of the sacred^ 
places. ^ If God died for man, will man fear to 
de for God ? Shall he refuse to give his short^* 
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life anc) pefishable poBiesaions to him who opea* 
to lu the treasuree pf eternal life ? " 

The usual means were employed for persuading 
both high and low to engage in \he enterprise, and 
the Pope himself set an example for contributing 
lately of worldly possessions to the design. Com* 
manding that vessels only of wood or earthen-ware 
should be placed upon his table, during the conti* 
nuance of the crusade, he had the gold and silyer* 
plate of his hous^liold melted down, to aupply mo- 
ney for the armament. But what the zeal and re- 
solution of Innocent might hare effected, if they 
bad been employed on their proper object, hie 
pride and ambition destroyed almost as soon as he 
bad commenced his plans. The monarchs of Eu- 
rope had for some time been growing more jn<* 
dependent of the church ; and though the Popes 
might still effect much by the ancient reyerenee 
rendered to their names, and the impression it had 
left on the opinions of mankind, they could now 
only govern the world, as they employed a superior 
policy, and as men were willing of themselyeetopay 
them homage. But the state of Europe, at this 
period, presented a tempting prospect to a pontiff of 
Innocent's character. Germany was troubled by 
the contentions of two power^l parties for the 
crown, to one of which he attached himself and 
declared his right to dispose of the empire accord- 
ing to bis sacred will. By this exposure, however, of 
his ambitious designs, he not only raised against 
him many formidable enemies, but lengthenefl a 
controversy, which, while it lasted, stopped all 
proceedings which regarded t^e crusade. France 
was at the same time labouring under many 
CTils from the interdict incurred by Philip Au- 
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gndtos, against whom Innocent had fullninated a 
bull of excommnnication, on account of his repu- 
diating Queen Ingebnrge, in order to marry Agnes 
de M^ranie. This circumstance put a barrier to 
the prepress of any efforts in favour of th^ Eastern 
Christians in that nation ; and thus, two of the 
principal states in Christendom were put as h were 
hars de combat by the ill-timed pride or seve- 
rity of the Pontiff. Richard yet remained faith- 
ful to his first intentions of attempting the final 
recovery of Palestine ; but his wars with France, 
and the disturbed state of his dominions, hindered 
from time to time his prosecuting the chivalrous 
plans he had formed ; and he died before he could 
effect any thing further for the cause of the Holy 
Sepulchre. 

A. D. 1 199. Notwithstanding, therefore, all the 
efforts of Innocent, the preparations for the crusade 
made small progress ; and they would probably have 
ceased altogether, but for the appearance of one of 
those singular men on the scene of ^action, whose 
characters form so interesting an object of specu- 
lation in the history of these events. ' Foulque, 
mrate of Neuilly-sur-Mame, was a man distin- 
guished neither for learning nor any remaricable a- 
bHity. When he began to preach abroad, either 
Ins manner, or the style of his discourses, was so 
fitcle engaging, that he was not unfrequently sub- 
jected to the ridicule and abuse of his auditors. 
Bat he was thoroughly imbued with devotion to 
die eaime which employed his mind, and was se- 
rious and unaffected in his piety. These wer6 
mighty aids to success ; and as he proceeded on 
bis mission, his audiences increased, and he was 
every day listened to with more attention and 



«arxi«9tiieBB» It is not improbable that the religiaiw 
gjpoip wbkb pervaded France at tbis time, aB^isfced 
tbe impx'esfiioQ wbich the simple eloquence of the 
pvrate of Neuilly was calcukjted to make. Since 
tlbe publication of the interdict* the ceremonies of 
the eburch had been suspended) the bells even bad 
(leased' tp sound, and the offices of charity been 
refu3ed the dead. The voice of a plain and eAert 
getic preacher at such a time must have be^n beard 
with deep emotion* Men, in. general, value no* 
thing so much as religion, when either its exercii# 
is prohibited, or they meet with any obstacle to ite 
profession. Foulque at last gathered such crowds 
around him, that the clergy and nobles began to 
regard him as worthy of attention ; and he was in 
a short time listened to with the reverence due to 
an apostle. 

A* D. 1200. Intelligence was quickly con vey»4 
to Innocent respecting the excitement occasioned 
by the preaching of this extraordinary man, and 
the Pontiff was not slow in perceiving how naeif 
ful such a labourer might be in his favourite 
project. He accordingly put Foulque at the head 
pf the preachers of the ciiisade, all of whom wer^ 
^Qsen either for their eloquence or station in the 
church, and they began their work supported hj 
jthe whole influence of the pontifical authority. 1% 
was not long before Foulque had an opportunity of 
exercising his zeal to the most useful purpose. At 
SL tournay which was held in Champagne, and at 
which many of the most distinguished chevaliers 
of France were present, he proclaimed the citiFade, 
and, struck by the power of his appeal, the knightf 
forsook the lists to assume the vows and badge 
of pilgrims. Thibaut, Count of Champagne, 
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Loiiis, Count of Cfaartm and Blois, both allied to 
the Kin^s of Enghmd and F^nce, the Connt of 
Bslnt Paul, Simon de Montfort, whom we hare 
already seen in Syria, and the historian of thts 
cmsade, Geoffi'ey de Yillehardoain, Marechal of 
Champagne. Seyeral other French noblemen, and 
many of the mo«t powerful Knights of FfamderSy 
foUowed the example thus set them ; and a large 
itttay was speedily formed, the command of which 
wttB jgi^en, (n a Council of Barons, to the Count 
of Chfanipagne. 

The manner in which the preparations for this 
expedfdon were carried on, will strike the reader 
as not a Httle different to that in which the earlier 
enterprises were commenced. A considerable 
tkn€i had TKfW passed since Innocent first publish- 
ed bis intentions respecting the Holy War ; and 
the barons who engaged themselves in the under- 
lining, set about the preliminaries with politic 
eaiitiod. To seealre the safe transport of the troops 
to Syti^ they sent deputies' to the celebrated Dan- 
doky, Doge of Yenice, of idiom they required a 
svfficiefrt number of vessels for the passacge of 
four thousand five hundred knights, twenty thousand 
foot soldiers, and provisions for the whole army 
for nine months. The Venetian's demand for thrc 
supply was eighty-five thousand silver marks ; and 
In return for fifty galHes, which the Doge offered 
tff send without payment, it was stipulated, that 
half the places whtch might hA\ to the Christian 
army should be ceded to Venice. 

To ratify the agi^ement thtfs made between the 
crusaders and Dandblo, a general assembly of the 
republic was called ; and the Marechal of Cham- 
pagne addressed the YeHetians in terms which 
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prove both his own earaeatness in tbe eana^wmd 
the bigh degree of power and wealth to wbiehtbe 
state had at this period arisen. " The most high 
, and potent Seigneurs and Barons of France^ "" said 
he, *' have sent us to beseech you, in the name 
of God,' to take pity on Jerusalem, which is in 
bondage to the Turks. They claim your mercy, 
and supplicate yon to accompany them to aveBge 
the contumely of, Jesus Christ. They have inade 
choice, of you, because they know that no mail- 
time nation has so great power as the Venetiaas. 
They have desired us to throw ourselTes at joar 
feet, and not to rise till you have granted our de- 
mand, and taken pity on the Holy Land* " 

Many were the tears and exclamations of emo- 
tion which accompanied this address. The as- 
sembled people burst out at its conclusion, into one 
loud declaration of consent ; and from the place 
of Saint Mark, to the extremities 0|f the city, no- 
thing was to be heard but the expressions of de- 
vout thankfulness with which the multitude filled 
the air. On the day following, the Marechal and 
the rest of the deputies reassembled in the palace 
of Saint Mark, to take an oath that they would, 
on their parts, fulfil the stipulations of the agree- 
ment. The treaty having been thus ratified, it 
was forthwith despatched to the Pope to receive 
his approbation; and the French deputies took 
farewell of their new allies with many protesta- 
tions of fidelity and affection. * From Venice 
they repaired to the maritime states of Pisa and 
Genoa: but their proceedings at Venice had of- 
fended the pride of those cities, and but a cold re- 

* Villehardouin. 
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ceptioa was given their offen of aHiance. One 
or two other noblemen, however, were added to 
the list of the cmsaderB, beforeVillehiirdoain and bis 
eompanions retaraed to Champagoe ; and their ar« 
riral woold have been greeted with unmixed plea* 
smw, had not the dangerous sickness of Thibant 
spread despondency among the cnisaders. The 
death of that prince, celebrated for his deep piety 
and enthusiastic devotion to the cause of Jenisa- 
lem, rendered the choice of another leader neces- 
sary. Two noblemen, the Count of Bar and the 
Duke of Burgundy, successively refused to accept 
the distinction ; and Boniface, Marquis of Mont- 
ferrat, and brother to the renowned Conrade, was 
ebeted general of the Christian army. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

PEPARTURE or THE FOURTH CRUSADE. — ALLIANCE WITH THE 

Venetians. — siege and capturU op zara.—- conquest of 

^VBtAX9SSOrhM^ AUD USBTOBAiaOK 9t l^AC AND ALEXtff. 

A.p* 1202« EARI.Y k the apriog pf ibis year> 
the French forces began their nardb ; and httviog 
taken the route to Venice, they were shortly after 
joined by the Marqais of Montferrat, at the head 
of his army, composed of Lombards, Piedmonteae 
and Savoyards, and by a small band of Germans^ 
who were led by the bishops of Halberstadt and 
Martinlitz. llieir march to the place of rendes- 
voos was accomplished without difficulty ; and, on 
their arrival, they found the fleet appointed to 
convey them to Syria ready for setting sail. Thus 
fiir success had attended the slow but prudent 
measures of the crusaders ; and every thmg seem* 
ed to promise a prosperous issue to the design, 
the preparations for which were thus cautiously 
pursued. But an unexpiected difficulty dpiw aiqaey 
and one which was as disgraceful to some of the par- 
ties engaged, as it wasunpropitiousto the enter^Hrise* 
Of the vast number of barons who had taken the 
cross, and agreed to assemble at Venice, for the 
purpose of embarking in the fleet which they had 
«p^ed by their deputies, only a very £bw wero 
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ami«A ; tmd tfter vttxioviiy eipeeliog them, tbd 
Marquis ef Montfemt bftd tlM mififoitiiDe to Imiv 
that tbef had taken a diffefent roaie, aai4 eiii«^ 
iNffked at other ports* Great «onfbsioB foUoired 
thb anDoaneenMiit. Tho Venetians, who irera 
eager £or the Mfilmeat of the treaty whi<sh ^thef 
had made with die depuUes, demanded the paif • 
tnent of the price stipulated for the fleet and 
proTistoiis. As the sum was a eonsiderahle oaoi 
and oovid Only be raised by the eqval conttiba* 
tioDS of aH the parties who took a share in the 
eniefprise, the haroiis wko had arrived in Veniee^ 
and were desirous of honourably fntfiiltng the a^ 
ipeement, were struck with oenstemation at thev 
sitaatien. They wwe neither able to raise 4ie 
money nsquned, nor willing either to Veak the 
treaty so soleamly signed, or stoop to eolicit die 
indalgenoe of the repaUie ; bat while they were 
in this dileonna, a proposition was made by the 
^Dege, which it was thought woukl deliver thdm 
4mt of the difficulty. The city of Zani, over 
wMeh the Venetians claimed sovereign nulihority, 
^iad revolted, and put itself tmder the protection 
^ ilae King of Hungary. To reduce it again to 
ite altegianee, was an object greatly desired hf 
the i«pidiiie ; and the «rusaden were invited to 
kmd their arms for that purpose, being offered, 
aa a reward for their eervices, such m indem* 
nicy with regard to the kite agreement, as would 
free l^em from aM further distress. This prbpd^ 
aiiian was joyfully acceded to ; but doubts arose 
is the minds of some of the knights as to die law- 
4«toeas4>f their employing those arms against'^a 
Christian city which had been consecrated for 
figlfling with the enemies of die cross ; and the 
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Pope. hinMelf soit a ineMage by bis legate^ ioMdr 
ding tbe VenetiaM to prosecnte ibeir deaigiu Tbe 
detaiiDiiiati<Hi» bowever, of the bangbty lepablicans 
was not to be easily Gontrolled ; and tbe Doge» 
in order to secure tbe co*operetum of tbe cnuad- 
era, and remove tbeir scraples, assamed-tbe cross, 
and proclaimed bis intention of accompanying them 
in their expedition. . A fleet of four hundred and 
eighty vessels transported a formidable army of 
forty thousand men to Trieste, and other maritime 
lawns of Istria, which yielded to the Venetians 
and tbeir allies ; and the forces arrived before 
Zara on tbe tenth of November, tbe eve of Saint 
Martin. The situation of this city, which atands 
on the Oriental side of this Adriatic, the strength 
of its fortifications, and the assistance rendered it 
by the King of Hungary, who himself had taken 
the xaross, threw a damp at first upon the ardour 
;of tbe besiegers. The citiaens, however, alarmed 
by the preparations made for tbe attack, sent de- 
puties to offer their submission to the Yenetiana ; 
but when they arrived in the camp, dissension aiad 
jhction had destroyed all union between tbe differ- 
ept parties engaged in the siege ; and tbe depu- 
ties heard, with astonishment, the question, ** Why 
.are you willing thus to surrender your city ? *' * 

The Count de Montfwt, the Abb6 de Vaux-de- 
Cemay, andafew others among the crusaders, at last 
had the sense to discover, and the good conscience 
.to feel, that they were not performing tbeir duty, 
as vowed soldiers of the cross, by employing their 
arms in destroying tbe liberty of a Christian stale. 
Thia sentiment, it is likely, would have earlier 

. * VillebsrdouiB. 
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frenSMj hod It not been fdir tiMir ^bine te M^ 
fil the treatf with the VenetiHB, the eegenieM 
with which 8onM of their bredbran mfg&A then to 
the enterprise, and tke polkie condnet ef the 
Dog«». Thejr now ftmad k irapoesihle to resiet 
lie detenninMaoe of the opposite puty to oonckse 
tiie eiage ; end the oiiizeBe of Zen wcee radnood 
to employ whatever means' the arts of either piety 
er -war coidd krf«nt to Tenet the aasaalt* D«t 
tioogli they loaght with ^mhMw, end e eewde d the 
walls with craeses, as signs oif their brotfaerirood 
and cooDmoB faidi, they oonki not enoeeed in WBvd«^ 
ing offF the d i i ete ned enl beyond the fiftieth daf 
of the ttttigtf wkem they opened their gates la the 
co m b i n e d foraes* 

The booty fownd in the city was dtfided be^ 
tween the Fveneh and Venetians ; bat in a ftrw 
days nfter the army hod taken up its qnartcas for 
the raanainder of l^e winter, symptoms of dislika 
and rivalry between the idlies broke ont with §ntk 
▼ioienoe ; and bloody combats ensued, which weio 
bmlly recompensed by the adbjedion of Zanu The 
Fape, in the mean time, oent fresh nseMages* to 
WBTift the cmsaden of the peril they woold lie in** 
cmring, by penisting in a design eo fsreign to tlieir 
proper engagement ; and anch an offset had these 
Admonitions on the minds of tlte Freneb, that moat 
of them professed snbmissioB to the wiiU of the 
Pontiff, and, with many demonstrations of repent* 
anoe, began to prepare €or the pvoseciition of the 
cmsode -against the oomason enemy of Christe^- 
domv 

There wae every appearance, therefbve, thaty 
having achieved the eon quest of Zara, the French 
cmaaden would purBuo tkeir original intentiouo 

u2 
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irilhoiit farther Maj^ and be conleiitod widi haT** 
isg done tlnu much towards honourably fnlfiUin^ 
their agreement with the Venetians* Bat duriBg 
their preparations for departure, ctrcamstanees oc» 
eorred which once more distnrbed their pious de- 
signa, and contributed to warn them that a new 
mder of things was about to engage the war r i or s 
of Europe* ■ ProTious to the sailing of the arma* 
ment, ambassadors had arrived from Constantinophi 
to desiro the asnstance of Venice and her allies m 
finronr of the Emperor Isaac, whose throne was 
usurped by his brother Aleiis, while he innnelf had 
been depriyed of his sig^t and thrown intoadungean* 
The son of the unfortunate moutfch, also named 
Alexis, who had just escaped from sharing the captivi* 
ly of his father, pleaded the cause of his parent with 
great fervour and eloquence ; but as Zara was the 
object immediately before the Venetians, the con^ 
aideratiott of the Emperor's misfortunes was de» 
foved till the rebeltious city should be forced bade 
to its aUegiance. That design having been efied- 
ed, and Uie ambassadors of Isaac again appeaiiag 
io solicit the aid of the crusaders, the business wib 
considered with more seriousness, and the diffiereat 
parties engaged employed thmr most strenuous ef- 
forts, as they felt inclined, to attempt the subjec- 
tion of Constantinople to the Emperor, or the v^ 
atoration of Palestine to Christendom and the 
church. 

The dispute was carried on with great warmth 
en both sides. The Doge, the Marquis of MobI* 
ferrat, and Philip of Swabia, King of the Romans, 
embiaoed the cause of the dethroned monarob, and 
seconded his son in all the ai^>eals which that 
young prince made to the feelings or aiwica m£ 
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.th» crofltden. Their inflnenGe was alto increased 
by that of the Counts of Flanders, Blois^ and St 
Bral, who joined the imperial party ; and the 
promisee which Isaac made by his ambassadorsi 
were listened to with eagerness by the greater por*. 
tion of the army. They deprecated the idea of 
luiideriBg the soldiers of the cross from finally pur* 
snng' the real object of their sacred enterprise t 
shewed them how great a duty they would be pern 
temiiig by dethronuig a tyrant who would prove 
even a worse enemy to their cause than the treach-. 
croua emperors of former days, and proceeded to 
eMunenite the further advantages tfaiit would ac- 
crue by their uniting with Isaac *^ If you restore 
the lawful sovereign to his just rights, ** said the 
yomg prince, *' the son of ^aac promises, by the 
most aacred oaths, to support your fleet and army 
for a year, and to pay two bundled thousand 
marks of silver for the expenses of the war* Ha 
ids» promises to accompany you in person to Syria 
and Egypt ; to lend yon, at his expense, ten thou* 
sand men ; andsupport, during the wh^ of hisreiguy 
ive hundred chevaliera in the Holy Land. He 
moreover engages, and this should be sufficient to 
determine the intentions of Christian warriws, to 
put an end to the heresies which exist in the Greek 
empire, and. to submit the Greek church to that of 
fiome. '* Neither these jNromises, however, nor 
the pathetic appeals with which they were mixed 
up, were sufficient to determine the chiefs and 
batdns in favour of the Emperor, till after many 
bolaieious debates. A strong party in the assem- 
bly, whose ideas were more pious than politio, 
could not be persuaded to turn their thoughts firom 
th# reoovery of PalestiDo to a war with Constan- 
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lbiipl«, thfl «nperon of which, whether fi fe wlly wt 

hostile, had proved sach hindenoicies to the ^mceemi 

of the former expeditions. The Pope, abo, who 

was iniinicd to all projects which were ehher 

etafted bjr the Venetians, or were Hkely^ to bene* 

it them, had shown himself unfaTOwable to tiiar 

design, which most not only greatly retaid the 

progress of the cmsade, but would serra toin^ 

crease the pride and fineedom of the repnbKcaais ; 

while those who were not «ffeeted hy these eo»« 

siderations, alleged the known strength of Oott-* 

stantinople, ond the resources of ihe usurper, « 

reaeoRs for their dissent. Bat the Venelims aad 

the party who agreed with them, were too power-i 

All to be stopped in their designs ; and the HtsI* 

ship of t^ former with the Pkans, wiw had ^m^ 

tered into a mercantile treaty with Constaiitiii»* 

pie, and their private enn^ity agafaMt the Oreeks, 

were additional motrves for thdr prosecuting tim 

war. The fleet, accerdingfy, «;t length set svl^ 

having on hoard a strong sod well-aocoatred force, 

and the flower of French, Geman, and ItaKan 

diivalry. The son of Isaac had arrived at Zaim 

shortly before the embadkntion of the troops ; aiRl 

his presence among them greatly contributed to 

ftninmte both French and Venetians with retohi* 

tion. Employing all the arts which oookl render 

himself or his cause popular in the minds of the 

crasaders, he proceeded through the camp, aocom* 

panted by the barons, vdbo supported his dums, 

Overy where addressing himself to the feelings which 

he had already been so successfnl in awakemng 

by his eloquence. Nothing was thenceforward 

talked of bat his filial piety, the misfortunes of his 

^er, or tb<» good which would rcRok froiB ^he 

' of a prince whose youth was marlied by the 
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posgeMkm of so many Tktoes and talents. Thflto 
feelingiB, fortiinately for the deposed Emperor, sii|h 
plied the place of those with which the cmsadera 
had left thdir homes ; and under the idea of foHov^ 
ing an affectionate son, to rescue his father from m 
dungeon, they silenced their consciences, which had 
at first reproached them with abandoning their 
doty to the Saviour and his church. 

April 1203. Our limits will not allow us to 
pause in describing the voyage of the splendid ar* 
raaoient which crowded the bosom of the Adria* 
tic ; but it was one of those magnificent spectacles 
wluch so frequently passed across the great stage 
of ovents in those days. On the morning after 
Easter, the ships were laden, the Yenetiana en^ 
gaged themselves in destroying the city, together 
with its walls and fortifications ; and the pilgrims 
took up their, station on the shore, to be ready for 
the fimt signal of departure. But shortly before 
die embarkation commenced, Simon de Montfor^ 
who held so h^h a situation in the army,'abiai» 
doned l^e camp, and entered into confederacy with 
the King of Hungary. He was accompanied in 
iiis retreat by his brother, Guy de Montfort, Uie 
Abbot de Vaux, and several of the noblemen who 
had originally protested against any change in the 
expedition. This event, however, was not per- 
mitted to occasion any delay in the proceedings of 
the rest ; and the fleet was immediately manned, 
and set sail for Dnrazzo, of which the inhabitants 
freely swore fealty to the prince, and surrendered 
the city into his hands. Corfu was the next stage 
of their voyage, where a part of the army had 
sitready arrived^ a^d was encainped. The intel- 
ligence that the son of the Empeior waa on board 
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II10 feet,. pn>diieed' tfa* movt lively >timiiim^*#tf 
J0y throughout ih^ oamp; and » large pmity el 
|b^. chevaliers napmited their horaea, and kamng 
n^cm^d, him with g;reat reapeot aa he reached iha 
ftfiore, op^ducted him in pioiieaiioii to bia tena. 

It will have beea reHiarked by the wendmr^ ^ba^ 
laany evils wwb su&red ia alsiOBt every cmaade ti 
which we have, given aa aeoouaty from thedelftf 
ivhich the leadens allowed to talse place in tke pnn 
gross of their enterprises. At Corfu (ho ie«t jtt« 
chored ; and the troops being diaeaibarked^ iraiia al* 
lowed for several wee^s to -enjoy the luwirioQa aceaca 
and productions of that deUcums kland* But tbe4ia«> 
orders which had» a short time siaoe, ao aearljii ds** 
ai^pofed the expedition* .brol&e oatafreah, and 
veral of the knights whose aivloar iat Pakadne 
liot yet diminished, expi^saed their iateatioa of 
aeparatiag k9m .their brethren, and ptooaeding ^ 
fl<ec(lK> ihe Holy Land. By the «aftneatie% hew^ 
aver, of the Marquis of Montfernut, the Doge and 
iidiers, they were persuaded to leaego this ialt»" 
Aioa ; and a prontise being giveuy that they ahoiild 
,be furnished in the autumn with vessels to cany 
them ito Syria, they agreed to deler thw depae* 
tare till that time. The forces w^e, tberefofe, 
again embarked; and on the eve of Peateeoet, all 
the gaUeys, palaadam, ^ and other ships -of «ar> to^ 
getber with the merchant vessels which accom- 
panied' them, weighed anchor* The day wae 
bright and clear ; soft gentle winds filled theaaib ; 
and never, says the chronicler, was a asane giori- 
4>ns spectacle witnessed. The armaasent aeeaa- 
.ad fit 4e ccwquec the world; for,.aa teas ike «pa 

* Flefc4)ottoiiwd%oiiti,' pra^dea miA imfiil ki<yveable 



mmUdmI^ thfli saflt «f ship* and gtMby« eortr^ 
tb« wftDCk SaiUag along dre open aea^ they 8i« 
iMd} «t Cap* Maka, in Laoonia^ $md bere UMy 
nit with two veasc^ wlpkh bad on board a 
aMBbar'of pilgEtios^ kaiglitiy and aergeanta, wfad 
vara leaviag Pateamie, baa tba aigbt of tlio floel 
BMiki then rapent of tbeir desertion ; aad one of 
thm-wmrfpsBBtB leaped imo a baige in order to joiii 
tba cnuadarH^ dackring tlMit be wtfM fbUoir Ibem^ 
te Jbas it oeettied eertam they woald conquer the 
aMb* Tbey theosayed to Negrapont, and having 
Bads ft daaeant on Ancboa, eatored the passage of 
Abfdoa> and caat anehor before that island. Here 
Maatbdr division' of the araaaaaent amnted thettif 
in onler that- the wbcde of the fleet might }m9B 
imm to asaemUe befot« proeee<Hag up the Hettea- 
pent. WiMB tfaey aat saii from Abydos^ their 
baaata weae filkid tailfa jojr at tlie aMgnificent si^ 
of ao many ships, galleys and palandars, sailing 
pnnadly to the concpiestof an empfare; but when, 
afitoc u. abort paaiaga^ tbey tcacbed tbe Abbey of 
fibbt Saqiben^ sitoated within three leagues of -Cobh 
irta«tinople» tbeir eyes were ebanned wilb a dif^ 
teiaB^apeotadai The imperial cHy waa now wittn 
ia aigbti lia axtanaive wattS) the lefty tewera 
nMdtaaeRHUidedity'itsapleBiKd psAacea «id toi«» 
ering efaordieay which aeeaned to be innomentblO, 
rose beioni^cAi; aad while they were AMte witli 
aaaanaboaant at the laapeedag prospect^ many of 
tbaai'trottfaAed at tiie idea of ottacbfaig a city m 
iitaaiaire and ao^ noMy defended. 

TW conaas and barons, togetiier with ^ Doge, 
baaangt landed at the Abbey, held a eomefl to de«» 
tennine on the measures next to be pnrsaedf 
Many different sentiments prevailed on 'die oeea^ 
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ticm; bnt ^ Doge condvdad the debate bf a 
epeediy to which his experience and knowledge ae- 
corod attention. *^ I know more of thia cotaMbty 
and of its customs than moat of yon, '* aaid he, 
*^ for I have been here before. You bafe under- 
taken as perilous an enterprise as men ever at- 
tompted, and it is, therefore, necessary that we 
should proceed with caution. You are to conai- 
der, that if we land on the continent, which la fiur 
extended, our people will be tempted, by the want 
of proviBions, to disperse themselves about, and may, 
to our great loss, fall a sacrifice to the nnmeroos 
inhabitants. Bnt there are islands within sight, 
both well peopled, and fruitiiil in com and odier 
productions. Let us proceed thither, and provide 
ourselves well with com, and whatever stores may 
be necessary, after which we will advance agwnst 
the city, and do that which our Lord shall aeam 
to direct. " • 

This advice being received with approbation, dm 
next morning, the feast of Saint John the Bap- 
tist, the vessels were prepared for aetting aail, the 
banners and standards were elevated, and a atraog 
Isnee raised along the sides of the decks, eompoa- 
ed <^ the shieldiB and buclden c^ the wartiota, 
while every <me looked to his arms as now ataad- 
ing in Ml need of their aid. A favourMe wind 
carried the fleet so close under the walls of Cob- 
atantinople, which were crowded with the affiight- 
ed population, that many missilea struck the ves- 
aels ; and, instead of pursuing the intentioii of 
landing on one of the islands, the duefii ovdend 
anchor to be caat before Chiloedon, which ia 

* Villehardouin. 
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ated on the Asitftie side, of the Bo^om, oppa* 
site Constantinople, and about ten miles distant 
firom that city. The knights and barons, with ail 
their horses and followers, and the other pilgrimsy 
went on shore, a part of them taking up their 
k^iging in the magnificent palace, which had been 
k>ng consecrated to imperial luxury ; while the rest 
pitched their tents in the surrounding gardens, or 
found quarters in the city. Leaving the ships 
of burden still at anchor before Chalcedon, the 
chiefs assembled their followers on the third day 
fsQUk their landing, and sailed to Scutari, which is 
within about a league s distance from Constanti- 
nople, and where the forces were again landed. 

The Emperor, who had hitherto remained im- 
mersed in pleasure, and indifferent to the affairs of 
Lis government, now b^^ to perceive the real 
danger of his situation, and would willing have 
protected himself from the impending evU by ne- 
gotiation; But the ambassador whom he sent to 
Ibe chiefs of the invading army, was received with 
haughty contempt. He expressed the astonish- 
meat of his master that they should mvade a 
^hnstian empire ; and they replied, that the. em- 
fwre did not belong to him, but to the pmce whaae 
caase they had espoused. He dedared that it was 
the wish of the Emperor to concur with them 
in their pious design ; and, at the same time^ his 
deteiminatioa immediately to ts^e arms in de- 
fence of the state, if his offers were not complied 
with ; and to these remarks they answesed, that 
he was a usurper, and consequently the enemy of 
all princes-N-a tyrant, and therefore the enemy of 
the human race. *^ He who has sent you hither^" 
continued they, << has but one means of escaping 
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iIm JQst vnigMSice «f umit aad besveii*^ k t# 
fwlora to bn bn>tlMr aad nepheir tlie crown ^ 
whieh he bw despoiled tbem, and to implore aiercjr 
nl those priaees to whom he has shown himsetfM 
WQinercifaL Let hhn do thisi a&d we promiae to 
vike ma prayers with his, and to- obtaht Ina par>> 
tietty and s provisioii for the rest of hia days, apent 
la quiet and aecority,— -« state fur superior tot 
iyae and usurped glory. But if he cannot be per* 
auided to act with jn8tice«-4f he remain inaccMl* 
Ua to rapentanoe^— tell him that we diadttd boA 
ins Uireata and his promises, and that we baTO no 
tine so attend to his ambassadors." * 

The condition of the Greek empire under ite 
'Vanrper was miserable in the extreme ; but noi 
mane than it waa in the reigns of many of its ibi^ 
Mier aorereigtta» The only differmiee appeaia to 
Imwo baeny thai tiie efila were now of longtf 
ntonding ; and the mere ecntimnnce of evfl^ 
without deevesaey ia equitalent to its being 
greailf mahiptied. it ia only in proportion, how«- 
evar, >* a peoplo- mijoy peace and fireedom mdar 
ihew legiumate mooarcbs, that they hnte a usurper 
#Br has in^stice ; and the tyrant Alexis, therefiwe, 
S b a ngfa detested by his subjects for llie op pm a*" 
ason asid misery whidi tbey sufi^ed^ cnred litfle 
rtout the numner in which he had raised himself 
io the thnme* The Fianics, conceiving that the 
^ople, en seeing the son of their lawM sov«re^;tty 
aroidd at once rise in his cause, casried him in a 
|;alley, to the walla of the capital, the Doge and 
the Marquiaof Montfetrat supporting him between 
ttem, while a herald exdaimed^ aa liiey past in 

* Villehardouin. 



fligbC ^ «!» peo|rfe» << Bafacdd tbe ii^ to dM 
llmtte j«-*aeknowled0e ymv Mrrefeign ;-— Imve piftjr 
fn idm* aul cm yoimolviMu" Bvt the ftd<k«M 
mis heard in silenee; no emotion was evinced hf 
wMdi the dnefs «Goald h«pe that their preject Iwd 
bevi attended with enceees ; and efaoitlf after « 
tnBnk took fkce^ m whicAi the Greeks aittadiied 
the Lntra inhabitants of ike city with ^reat farff 
■ad plainly declared tbemselyes on the eide of 
AifiBB. Tbia drenmstance waa followed hy m 
attack which a party of die usurper's troops made 
en tkn emsaden ; knt they were instancy put tn 
fliglit; and the -eighty knights to whevn the ko» 
nenr of the nctory behmged, oonipared them to 
&nid atags, not it to join m combat with men 
who merited the name dP exterminating angds or 
Staines of brass, wfaieh diflFosed terror and death* ^ 
The opinion was now general that the siegn 
shoinld be no longer delayed. An assembly, or 
parliament as it is called, was held in the open 
pfain, lAe knights and barons who composed It 
appearing mounted on their richly caparisoned 
chaxgivs, and deliberating respecting the meastiret 
to be pnrsnedy as if alr»dy prapared for the on- 
aat. It was decided that the forces tfheaAd knme^ 
dntely he transported across the stnot, and encamp* 
adnnder tim widls of theeky. On tins determinap 
tion bemg made known to the anny, the bishops 
and clergy exhoited the warriors to prepare for 
the eonflict, ky shriiring thomeelres and making 
Ikeir wilh, which pions adriee was derontly at* 
landed to; and the rites of reKgion baring been 
pBiiliBiwd, ne ^time nes lost m enAnikhig for the 
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p^fOMte shore. The kfaigbts went - on ' board Hie 
pklandars with their warnsteeds, and armed froim 
head to foot, with' helmets laced, and lance in 
hand, and their horses saddled and covered with 
aaperb housings. They were foUowed by the 
aergeaats * and warriors of inferior rank, and 
the' numerous bands of bowmen and other troops 
who were embarked in the larger vessels, to 
each of which was attached a light galley to 
^icken its passage. The forces thus embarked 
were divided into six battalions, the first being led 
by the Count of Flanders, who obtained that ho* 
nonrable post from his being followed by a brave 
and more numerous band of archers than the other 
€bie&. His brother Henry led the second divi« 
aioA ; the Counts of St Paul and Blois the third 
sad fourth ; Matthew of Montmorency the fifth, in 
which, among^ many other noble knights, was the 
historian yiilehardouin ; and the Marquis of Mont^ 
lerrat the sixth. The Venetiansr were to remain 
in their ships, as being more likely to assist the 
army by their naval skill, iJian in any other mode 
of action. 

The current of the Bosphorus is frequently rapiil 
and dangerous ; but on this memorable day the 
heavens were clear, the sun shone with great bril* 
liancy, and the wariike fleet bore gallantly firom the 
shore. The opposite bank was quickly reached ; 
and the imperial troops, forming an army of seven- 
ty thousand horse and foot, were seen ranged a- 
loDg the beach. The clarions of die crusaders now 
resounded from every vessel. The palandars and 
galleys drove impetuously towards the shore ; every 

* The eommon name ghrea to faonemen not km^Ms. 
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iMmor nvas proamng to be faeniMi; aod W«b» 
tbey <xnild ffMch the land, oway of the koiglits 
feaped imo tbe teft* which reached to their bel" 
diics, aad rasbed wkh their kaoes agmnkt the ena^ 
mj* The eeigeaiitBy aichers and balastrieiB, im* 
Btaited their Ttdoar; ibe faridgee attndbcd to the 
yaWadars were let dowxi, and the honea k»ded< 
whea the whek arosy begaa to foim in order af 
hattle. But Alexia had fled ; bis traopa, without 
waidag fi»r the attack of the Latina, readily obeyed 
hia anounoiw to retnat^ aad the hloodieea rictory 
pat the coaqaeroni ki poeeesBioii of the kaperidl 



. Fmsoing their snocen, the craaaders proceeded 
early next morniag to attack the IbrtreM of Galala^ 
which conunaaded the port of Constantiiiople ; and 
while the anny was thaa eagagedy the VeBetiaiiBap«> 
piaacbed wiih the fleet, and b^pan to deatroy the 
hooBDy which was throwa from the towtf of Galata 
ta tlie oppofiBte abore. Both parties succeeded in 
dieir bold enterprises* The fortrees was atoraied 
ud takea by the French ; and the Venetians, bav* 
ing totally Tan^ished the Grecian fleet, cat aaun* 
dar* by aMoas of an enmrmoas machine, the bob 
links of the boom. Having obtained theae iaN 
poitairt advantages oiver the enemy, a coaaeil of 
daiek was called to decide on the manner in which 
the siege was to be prosecnted. Id this assembly 
the VenetiaDs atron^ advised that the assaall 
should be commenced from the sea ; but the other 
Italians, and die French and Germans, opposed thi$ 
jj^position, observing, that they were anaccnstom* 
ed to naval warfare, and only knew how to fighe 
OB their gpod steeds, and with their knightly wea* 
pons. The dispute was speedily terminated, by 

R 2 
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its being agreed that the Venetiana sfaonid ait 
the city by sea, while the army assailed it on 
land. The forces were then led towards the 
per part of the harbour, where the river Barb] 
falls into the gulf. The bridge over this 
had been destroyed by the Greeks on the ap|Mr< 
of the crusaders, and the latter employed the 
en which they reached this spot, and the follow 
night, in repairing it i^fainst their passage* 
work they were suffered to perform without 
derance, and the next day they took up their 
tion under the walls of the city. The fleet 
ascended the gulf in fighting order, and anchi 
m a broad basin about three bow-shots disl 
from the station of the land forces* 

An attempt was again made to interest 
Greeks in favour of Isaac, but fruitlessly ;-and 
siege was begun by the crusaders with the 
determined courage. The small number of 
forces, when all were united, rendered the si» 
of the enterprise extremely doubtftiU The ci 
of the walls was estimated to measure three 
in extent ; and while their army consisted of 
twenty thousand men, Constantinople was sup] 
ed to hare within its barriers above four hum 
thousand inhabitants capable of bearing arms, 
line of the besiegers extended along a very si 
portion of the walls, and was terminated by 'j 
gate of Gyrolimne on the one end, and the cr 
of Bohemond on the other. From each of iut 
points the Greeks made contmual sallies ; anc 
crusaders, having provisions only for three Wv. 
and exposed to the constant danger of bein^ 
rounded and besieged in their camp, resolved, 
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dayft of incessant toil and peril, to attempt a 

r and more general assault of the city. 
On the seventeenth of July, the signal being 
ren, the forces began the attack both by land 
sea.' A breach was at length made, and a 
ht and two squires instantly appeared with 
ing-ladders and the standard of the cross, which 
,gtiHifc!«i of' the bravest warriors of the army exposed 
mselves to almost instant death to place on the 
parts. Only two of these devoted soldiers es- 
destruction, and they were carried captive 
re Alexis, who, it is reported, rejoiced at the 
t, as if it had been the sure harbinger of vie* 
The Greeks continued to defend them- 
es with unlooked for bravery ; being support- 
by Constantinus Lascaris, a young and dis- 
^dllipiished warrior, and related to Alexis. A 
of Danish and English guards, styled Varan- 
was also employed by the Emperor in the 
ce of his throne and capital ; and the Latins 
e repulsed, every charge they made, with con- 

le loss. 

at while the besiegers were thus waging an 

ual contest by land, the Venetians, from their 

had cast terror into the city by the valour 

rapidity with which they repeated their des- 

e charges. The fleet was drawn up before^ 

ffvalls in two lines, of which the first was form- 

' ^ the light galleys, having on board the arch- 

Stigmnd the second by the heavy vessels, on the 

^ k of which platforms and turrets were erected, 

huge engines intended for battering the 

The conflict had been thus carried 

the beginning of the day, witli unceasing 

» ^%heii the Doge, who, though blind and aged. 
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mm fa«rao8t maong the uMiliaitt i^na ihm 
eommaiid for fak p eap i e to I«ikL His oideiip 
ifmed as lie ttood in fM anaovr on die poop 
of liis veesel, veie backed by the tbieak^ that \m 
wcvM kill tbe first man wbo delayed to obey ikm 
nintk»M>s. Some of hit foUowera, takiiig die he* 
note old mas in their Anna, bore him iminediataly 
to abore ; and the standard of Saint Mark bctng car* 
lied before him, annomieed hia brarery to tbe real 
ef the fleet. Aramonrof applanaenowranthnMigli 
tbe mnltitnde ; and erery gaUey and Teeael wa» 
qnickly eeen moving towards the ahore. WhiW 
the graater body of tbe warriora baateaed to tha 
anpport of the Doge, the rest remained on boani 
tbe flfaips, which wene fomed into a cloae liae »• 
gaoBst tbe ramparts. The bridges with which they 
were fonuahed were dien tamed ont, and tbe loftjr 
towers of the city shook ander the atrength of tfa^ 
asaaHants. The soldiers, in the mean time, wbo 
had bmded, fixed nnmerona enginea and sealiof* 
kdden on other parts of ibe walls, when saddoiily 
the lordly banner of Saint Mark was seen display<^ 
ed on one of the highest towers, no one being 
able to tell how or by what band it wna placed 
there. Fighting, sb they betiered, under tbe pro* 
tection of their Saint, twenty-five towers fell at 
once into tbe bands of tbe Venetians* Some of 
the Greeks attempted to oppose their progreasy 
bnt were instantly overthrown; and the victon 
rushed into tbe city, driying all befoie then, wad 
setting fire to the streets through which they paaa* 
ed. Tbe squares and avenues were filled with 
the inhabitants, who ^d tremblingly from their, 
honses. Every instant ^e confiagration apread* 
wider and wider, enveloping one whole aide of 
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tire' citf in fiftme; while the wiifd, which blew 
freshly from the opposite quarter, drove the dense 
iDiisBes of smoke and afthes into the interior, and 
presented a barrier to the soldiers of the Greeks, 
which effectually prevented their ofiering any re* 
suErtance to the enemy. 

While the old Venetian was thus leading his 
people to victory, the French and their confe- 
derates were closely pressed by the troops of 
Alexis. The usurper, compelled into action by 
tile murmurs of both his subjects and army, had 
gathered round him the best of his troops ; and, 
at the head of his host, which consisted of six* 
ty battalions, he hastened to offer them battle. 
But at the moment when the latter were in the 
greatest danger of being overpowered by num- 
bers, the Venetians appeared with the Doge at 
tiieir head, to share the peril. Alexis, terrified 
at flfeeing them thus reinforced, took flight, without 
waitmg the issue of a battle ; his immense army 
followed the example of their pusillanimous leader, 
aad the Franks were left sole masters of the fidd. 
* The camp of the crusaders, after this unexpect- 
ed victory, exhibited a scene of unwonted festi- 
Tity. The soldiers, who had been long threatened 
with the want of provisions, found on the field 
large quantities of stores, and, laying aside their 
arms, they passed the night in refreshing their ex- 
hausted bodies. The morning, however, was ex- 
pected with anxiety. Alexis, though driven from 
his pOMtion, had yet an immense force at his com- 
mand ; and they might at any time be surrounded, 
and' cut off by his sixty battalions, any one of which 
was more numerous than the largest of their divisions. 
But while the crusaders were occupied with thea* 
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4b0nglrtt» the imwper was pvepanag 
^be citjr. On retarniiig lo the knpenal pakcs, 
ti0^ diflgraoefiil retrosty be orilected togellMr test 
tbouaand pounds of gold» and a quality of j owel e^ 
srbicb he put into • boaty and, in the fint waftdi «f 
the nighty secretly escaped from the city, leafvang 
botb his wife and bis throne in ibe power of the 
besiegers* 

The iireatest coofnsion prevailed in CoBsUmti* 
noplsy when the flight of tibe Emperor 
Jknown. Tbm people, no longer fearing bis t^ 
Keaocey aeensed him of bHaging them to jdestnw^ 
iiwfkf and called down curses upon bis bead ; wiifl» 
the troopsy left without b leader, instead sf na^ 
snming their arms, remained motionless in iMr 
^uarten. While aU was tbns teo^ir imd confosioB, 
apme courtiers flew to the duiige<Mi, where the 
blind and misarable Isaac had snfiered a long 
^yity. Opening the door of bis prison, sod 
ing faim from his fetters, they brought ham to 
palaee of Blaqnemss, «nd, there seating bun 
the imperial throne, summoned the people to 
knowledge again their lawful sovereign. Hus 
311 effected in the first hour of the day ; and, wm 
the Fnmks were preparing for the dreaded attack 
of the ^lemy, they were surprised by the appear- 
ance of several Greeks in the camp, who infiona- 
ed them of wh^ bad taken plaoe. A eouacil wa» 
hastily called, on this strange intelligence being 
eommunicated, and the devout warriens retnnAd 
thanks to Heaven for their unhoped for sacceaa^ 
Some doubt, bowevec, was still entertained ^a to 
the truth of the report ; and mm'e than one of iht 
fibieis i^iehendad ibot it ju^^t ooneeal some 
pl^ to cnin them» Tbese appmhanidmis w«bs 
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4Mp«feA by Ibe arriTal of other Greeks, mho 
to pay homage to the son of lisaae ; and v 
coifrpofled of Matthew of Montmo- 
veneff iSbe historian Villebardomn, and two Vene- 
tim noUemen, was sent into the city to receive a 
4Mifinaation of the news. On their aniral at the 
pfliaoe of Blaqoemes, they were conducted thronglr 
a double row of the Varangian gnards and nttme^ 
HMK hands of aimed troops, and, in the royal pre- 
aamsoH^ainber, they beheld the blind Emperor and 
Iw consort, clothed in the most splendid apparel^ 
and aanroiinded by a brilliant court, as if the nn-^ 
foiSu a at e monarch had never known a difPerent 
eondltion. Yillehardonin being permitted to de^ 
fhoPB ihe object of the mission, he said, ^ Yon see^ 
nasi gradoin Sirej how the crusaders hare fulfilled 
llieir promises, smd what good service we have ren* 
dared your son. He cannot, however, come hither^ 
tSSk yon have, on your part, agreed to the conditions 
of il^tresty, tOKidiich he has given his pledge for the 
iilfiliwent* He', titerefofo, dntUrilly beseeches yod 
kb fitther, through us, ftilly to ratify this agreed 
it whidi he has made inth the Doge of Venice^ 
Iho barons of the crusaders. " yitlehardouin 
detailed Uie several particulars of the treaty 
nMdi the prince had signed ; and ther Emperor, hav- 
ing heard him to the end, replied, <^The conditions 
of tins' agreement are heavy, and I can hardly seO 
haw- tiiey are to be performed ; but you have so 
grea^ served me and my son, that you would 
ment it were we to give you the whole empire." * 
Ihft trea^ then received the imperial seal and 

* VniefaardouiH. 
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Bignatiure ; and the deputies, highly prainug Ae 
monarch for his good faith, returned to the caoip* 

Nothing now remained to be done but to con- 
duct the young prince in triumph to his father, 
whom he had thus delivered from a dungeon, and 
restored to his throne. Accompanied by the Do^ 
of Venice, all the knights and barons of the army 
in full armour, and the clergy in their most splen* 
did robes, the son of Isaac proceeded towards the 
palace of Blaquemes. As he advanced, crowde of 
people saluted him from all quarters of the city 
with the loudest acclamations of delight. Hymns 
of thanksgiving and triumphant songs filled the air; 
but when he entered the palace, and fell into the 
arms of his father, the clamours were changed into 
expressions of deep sympathy ; and those who be- 
held the meeting wept with joy at the spectaclfly 
and thanked Heaven that the father and son weiB 
thus happily restored to each other. 

The inhabitants of Constantmople united with 
the Franks in celebrating these events; but as 
soon as the first transports were over, the Em* 
peror requested the chiefs of the crusaders to re- 
move their forces to the other side of the straki 
in order to avoid the danger of any dispute be- 
tween them and his people. This desire was 
immediately acceded to, and the next day the 
troops formed their camp on the opposite shoro 
of the harbour. The most friendly intercoune- was 
kept up between the Franks and the peofde of 
Constantinople. The former were permitted free- 
ly to resort to the city, and delight themselves with 
visiting its magnificent buildings, and partaking in 
the luxuries it afforded, while the latter brought 
goods and provisions to the camp, and kept vsj^ a 
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OBOfltant .traffic with the soldiers. The mnaioer- 
aUe relics also contained in the imperial city, fonn* 
ed a fraitfol source of trade between the Greeks and 
crasaderB. Constantinople was said to possesa 
more of these sacred commodities than all the rest 
of Christendom together, while no less than fire 
faandred abbeys and monasteries rendered every 
part of its neighbourhood sacred to the saints* 
Hie pleasures which the crusaders derived from 
Uiese sources woto enhanced by the courteous con-^ 
duct ei the Emperor, who invited the chiefs to his 
table, and continually consulted them on the ajQ&drs 
of bis government. A still greater satisfaction 
was afforded them, in their being able to inform 
their brethren in the West, that they had succeeded, 
by their triumph over the usurper, in restoring the 
unity of the church ; that the Greeks would hence* 
forth acknowledge the Pope as their head ; and that 
the Patriarch of Constantinople would, like other 
an^bisbops, receive his pail from the apostolical 
ddef of Christendom. 

The coronation of the young prince, which tedc 
place a few days after the crusaders had remor- 
ed to their new encampment, was an addition- 
al aecurity for their safety and tlie fulfilment 
of the treaty. Sharing the throne with his father, 
he maniiested, by every means in bis power, a grate- 
M. remembrance of the services which had been 
midered him, and paid two hundred thousand 
•ilver marks, or a large part of that sum, as one 
of the stipulations in the treaty. The harmony 
which thus reigned between the Greeks and the 
crusaders, led to a reconcilation of the Venetians 
with the Pisans, between whom there had long ex- 
isted the moet, violait enmity. But the* situation 
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of Ime and bis mm was still fnvcarioaik Thmf 
had been obliged to have recouvM to nnpopakv 
measnret for raising the money paid to the era* 
sadersyand theproTinees had as yet given few proofe 
ai allegiance. It was to the anas of die cnisadei% 
and not to the patriotism or affection of any el 
their own people^ they owed their prasent enjoy* 
meat of the empire ; and nothing had occnrred^ if 
we except the first popcdar expression of opinion, 
to kt them suppose that they were, properly es* 
tahyshcd in the affections of dieir subjecto. It 
was with no little {^prehension, therefore, they •• 
wuled the departure of the crasaders. The sue* 
cess which had attended their arms inspired the 
latter with new seeal for the pposeentacm of tfaoir 
designs against the Saracens. The letters which 
ihey despatched to Enrope were filled wkh aa" 
•urances of sobmission to the Pope, and of anxioty 
to fnlfil his intentions ; and heralds ware sent lo 
Cairo and Damaacns, with formid dedaratioaa of 
war against the saltans of those states, wdess thoy 
aorrendered, withont delay, their possessions in 
Plalestine. 

But as the time drew near for die pvoaecation 
of dieir mardi to Syria, the Emperors became orery 
day more conTinced of the hasardons aioaation in 
whidi they would be placed by the absewse of tim 
Franks* At lengdi they resolved to make known 
diese apprehensions to their allies, and the y«ng 
Cfesar proceeded to the camp, where a eooneil of 
the chiefs being assembled, he besonght them, in 
the most urgent manner, to continue their support 
to hunself add his iMher. <* Yon have raslond to 
me life, honour, and empire,'' aaid he ; *< I onght to 
daaiva but one thing.more^ the power, nanolyt of 
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MfilHng all my proviies* Bat if yov ftb^don ne 
■owy io proceed to Syria, it is impossible that I 
•hoaldfarnish you with either the money, the troopq, 
'PC the irassels which I haFO promised. The people 
•f Constantini^le have received me with many de« 
asopstratiops of joy, but they love me not the jnore 
Ibr that ; and the roTolutioos to which they have 
iwen accustomed have destroyed the habit of obe- 
dioBce. FactkHi reigns both in the capital and in 
ifae provinces ; and neither the laws, nor the majesty 
mi the empire, are any longer respected. I am 
kated by the Greeks, because you have restored me 
$o my heritage* If you should forsake me, my 
life m threne would probably fall a sacrifice to my 
tmemies* I implore you, therefore, to defer your de- 
^•rtwre till the month of March next year, and Z 
«iU pnsmiaey in return, Aot only to provide your 
army with all necessary supplies till Easter, but 
ftbo to engage the Vcoietians to su[^rt you with 
th^ fleet till Miohaelmaa/' This o£fer was foUow- 
•d by tether entreaties; and the chi^ replied, that 
they would consider the propositions, and inform 
ham of the decision when they had sufficient time 
4o eonsnlt the rest of the chevaliers. Grreat dif- 
ference of opinion prevailed among the crusaders 
respeoting the affur thus brought before them. The 
contentions which had occurred at Corfu, were 
4mGe more revived ; and the party which had so 
atre&nonaly opposed the diversion of the expedition 
fywn its immediate progress to the Holy Landt 
was strengthened by many cogent reasons, which 
«oald aot be so powerfully urged in the earlier 
alages of the enterprise. In thp council, therefore, 
• which was convened for the purpose of deciding 
oa the ansufer to be returned to the Emperors, it 
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"vras with considemble difficulty time tfaoee wba 
supported their cause could obtain a deciBion in 
4heir fayour. This, however, being effected, the 
Emperors manifested their gratitude, not only by 
expressions of thankfulness, but by paying loi^ 
«nms of money to their allies, which they obtained 
either by enormous levies on the people, or by 
seizing the treasures of the church, which tb^ tfaoa 
employed to the great scandal of their subjects. ' 

The Marquis of Mountferrat, ^e Count of Si 
Paul, and some other noblemen, hesitated not to 
approve themselves worthy of the confid^ince whieii 
Isaac and his son had placed in th^ assistanoew 
In company with the latter, these brave knigbti 
«et forth on an expedition, with the intention ef 
chasing the usuiper Alexis, who still retained 
some authority in Thrace, from his i^treat. Not 
daring to meet any part of an army which had con- 
quered him at the head of the whole force of - the 
empire, he fled immediately on the news of their 
approach, and the provinces yielded submisstvely 
to the authority of the legitimate sovereign. 

But while the son of Issac was thus purening 
a course of victory through his disturbed domi* 
nions, affairs in the capital, and the provinces ad joint- 
ing, were every day assuming a gloomier aspect* 
The necessities of the weak and unpopular .mo* 
narchs had already precipitated them into the adop^ 
tion of measures which would have shaken a long 
established throne. Groaning under the weight 
of taxes which they knew were to furnish the pay 
of their conquerors, the people became every day 
louder in their expressions of discontent ; but 
when they saw the churches robbed of their sbrinea 
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mdMMBieiitS) wA heard it ramoured tliitt this act 
of sacrilege wae but a prelude to the general change 
of their a&cient religion, these mnrmnrs became 
wild and fftrioUB indications of sedition, and the 
0latewM daily threatened with destruction* Things 
were in this condition, when the rude fanaticism, or 
intoadcatioB, of a few Flemish crusaders, who were 
IbUowed hy some Pieans and Venetians, occasion* 
ed an event which doubled the horror and confu* 
aion thiM; prevailed* A mosque, which had been 
erected at Constantinople a few years before the 
death of Saladin at the request of that pious' Mos- 
l&gay was still kept open, as a house of prayer fw 
the followers of Mahomet. The Flemings and 
their companions, having approached the part of the 
town in which the mosqae was situated, speedily 
provoked a quarrel with the inmates, and as speedi* 
\f puniahed them for defending their temple, by 
seCttng it on fire. Many of the neighbouring in- 
haUtanta immediately flew to arms, and joined the 
Moslems against the aggressors. The fire, in the 
meantime, spread from the mosque to other adja- 
dent bnildiags. As the night set in, the wmd, which 
had till then blown from the south, driving the 
flames before it, became northerly, and, suddenly 
meeting the conflagration, it seemed to fling the 
whole broad sheet of flame over the other quarter 
of the city. During the whole of the night the 
fire continued to gather strength ; and when the 
morning broke, every comer of the heavens was 
covered with a dense black cloud of smoke, from 
which streams of flame were every instant burst- 
ing, some enveloping the tops of buildings still 
etandittg, and others flickering among the crumbling 
mins. Whole streets were soon reduced to ashes ; 
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and churches, palaces, and public monuments, shar«^ 
ed the same fate, their places being only to be dis-^ 
covered by the thicker masses of flame which cover- 
ed them. Day after day the conflagration con* 
tinned to spread. The wretched and bewildered 
people felt themselves doomed to destruction ; 
thousands had been rendered houseless ; and where* 
ever they turned for refuge the same wild scene 
of devastation presented itself. As they rushed 
along the streets, the pavement of which was cover- 
ed with burning ashes, they were terrified at every* 
step with the falling of the ruins, or were barri- 
caded by the huge timbers that lay smouldering a- 
Ibout them. Eight days were passed in this aw« 
fill manner ; and from the eastern extremity of the 
city to the western, the track of the conflagration 
was marked by one long black unbroken line of 
desolation. Such, at one time, was the force of 
the wind, that a vessel in the port was set on fire b;^ 
the driving flames ; and even the sea appeared to 
be no longer a security from the appalling danger. 

From their camp on the heights of Galata, the 
crusaders beheld the capital of the East thus fall- 
ing a prey to the flames. To save it was utterly 
out of their power; and they had the miserable re*- 
flection, that the catastrophe had its origin among 
themselves. To increase their confusion, above fif- 
teen thousand of the Latin inhabitants of Constan- 
tinople fled to the camp for protection against the 
infuriated Greeks ; and the greatest consternation 
prevailed, as every day brought intelligence of the 
increasing calamity. 

While the tmfortunate Greeks were uttering, at 
one time, the most mournful lamentations at the 
loss of their homes and property, and at another 
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curses upon the two Emperors and their hat- 
ed allies, the young Alexis returned, with Boniface 
and the other harons who had accompanied him, 
into the provinces. He entered Constantinople in 
triatnph ; but a melancholy silence prevailed as he 
passed along the public avenues. He was accom- 
panied to the palace of Blaquemes by a few of his 
courtiers, and some of the Latin chiefs ; but the 
populace every where exhibited the greatest dis- 
gust at his presence. The disposition which was 
thus manifested on his first return to the capital, 
appeared in a still stronger manner shortly after. 
The treaty he had made with the Franks, and the 
odious change proposed in the national religion, 
operated with full force upon their minds. The late 
disastrous events contributed still further to rouse 
their passions ; and when the Emperors and their 
ministers saw no means of protection, but in pay- 
ing the crusaders still larger sums for their assist-*- 
anoe, the rage of the people was no longer to be 
restrained, and the young Emperor fled to the camp 
of his allies, with whom he continued to pass his 
time, either in satisfying their rapacity, sharing in 
their sports and feasts, or in humbling himself to 
endure patiently the liberties with which they ven- 
tured to insult him. Snatching the jewelled crown 
from his head, the Venetians covered him, in its 
place, with the linen cap of their common sailors ; 
and unless he had been willing never to recover 
bis diadem, he dared not resent the afiront. 



919 HJ8TOBT Of CHIVALHY, 



CHAPTER Vm. 

EUraUftB BBTWEKH THX CRUSAVKRS AND tHK KMFKBORS.-— 

tRKACMBUY OF THV GREEKS. — MOVRZOt/rtK. -^MURDER OV 

THX KMrSRORS.*— 4nC0]fD CONQUtST Ot CON STAMTtNOFtK. 

A.D« 1204. At length the son of Isaac begm to 
grow weary of the ignominioas situatioii to which 
he had reduced himself. He became less frequMit 
in his attendance at the camp, neglected to pay 
oowt to the chiefs^ and ventured to be remiss in 
discharging the immense debts he bad incurred by 
his liberal gratitude for their support. The barons 
immediately discovered this alteration in the di»-. 
position of the Emperor. They were by no meane 
insensible to their own merit in restoring him and 
bis father to the throne, and they loudly vented 
their reproaches of his ingratitude. Every day 
the discontent of th^ crusaders increased ; and th« 
Emperor, urged on by a few of his courtiers to 
resist their demands, grew equally determined in 
his opposition. While things were in this state, 
deputies arrived in the camp from the Christians 
of Palestine, •giving an account of the miseries which 
they had suffered, and imploring the speedy suc- 
cour of their brethren. 

This was an additional motive for the crusaders 
to be urgent in coming to a conclusion respecting 
the conduct of their imperial ally. A council of 
the chiefs was accordingly called, and deputies 
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were appointed to carry the decision of the assem- 
bly to the palace of Blaqnemes. The ambasadors 
were six in number ; Conon of Bethnne, the Ma« 
rescbal Yillehardonin, and Milo of Provence, to« 
getber with three V^enetian councillors, chosen by 
the Doge. Girding on their swords, the deputies 
rode out of the camp, and proceeded to the city, 
which they entered, while the populace were breath* 
ing only vengeance against the whole army of the 
Franks* They reached, however, the palace in 
safety, and were conducted into the magnificent 
hall, where the two Emperors, and the young and 
lovely consort of the aged Isaac, sat throned, and 
surrounded by all the pomp and splendour of their 
court. Conon of Bethune then addressed the 
younger of the monarchs in these terms :— >" We 
come, gracious Sire, by the command of the Ba- 
rons of the army, and of the Doge of Venice* 
They desire to remind you of the service which^ 
as is known to all the world, they have rendered 
you, and to prevent any .cause of contention from 
destroying the alliance which has existed between 
them and the Emperor. They beg you, therefore^ 
to consider the treaty which both you and your 
father have, without cause, neglected to fulfil. 
They have already often desired you to perform 
your duty in this respect ; and we again this once 
give you the same counsel. If you receive this 
warning, they will be content ; but if you reject 
it, know, that they will no longer recognise you, 
either as the Emperor, or as their friend. They 
thus openly declare their sentiments and intentions, 
for it is not the custom in our land to attack an 
enemy before proclaiming war. You have now 
heard what we had to say — do your will." 



3)8 RI8TOSY OF CHIVALRY, 

Tbk ftddren was heard hj the flMnarchs wmi 
their cotutien with Mtomshment and mdignaiiotu 
Loud aad tlireateniiig nmrinan roee fron ev«ry 
eae preMnt ; biitthe haughty, bearing of the depii* 
ties screened them from the pnsillanittoas Greeke ; 
and they strode proudly oat of the hall, moimted 
their horses, and, dashing throngh tito angry wnH* 
titndes wiiicfa filled the streets, gatnud the camp in 
safety. 

War was immediately commenced ; the Gfeeka 
using all their endearonrs to destroy the VenetiaB 
fleet; the latter laying waste the coast, and 
baning whateyer dinrches or other bnildinga 
lay within their reach. But all at once, and ia 
the middle of the night, ihe camp was illominatted 
by a flame that corered both sea nnd land. Aa- 
they looked towards the quarter where the fire 
seemed most to rage, seventeen of the largest iraa* 
eels in the port were seen enreloped at the same 
moment in a strong and Inrid light. Watching Ab 
opportunity, the Emperors had dexterously filled 
some shipe with Greek fire; a violent wind liad 
arisen from the sonth to aid their design, by ifai^ 
ing them against the enemy ; and the destrndion 
of every Venetian vessel in the harbour seemed in* 
entable. The walls of Constantinople and the 
thore were, in the mean time, covered with people^ 
who loudly expressed their joy at the spectade^ 
while the alarm-signal resounded through the camp» 
and the crusaders pressed tumultuously towards 
the coast. But while they were uttering horrible 
imprecations against the treach<»t>us Aemy, and 
the latter continued their cries of triumph, tiM 
flaming vessels moved slowly from their position i 
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$mi 4e VattelMta tailani were bmd^ with alnott 
nuraealou eonragse, ranmuig the deckfl» and ply- 
mg their oon, till, hanng for some time grappled 
witk the fiie«thip% they turned them afloat, steer-* 
ed their ieet» bumiog as k was, oat of port, and 
Bade aafe frem the neach of the Gre^. By the 
eeatiaaed exertions ol the maiiners, the fire was 
gee wider, end only one ship, and thai belMigiiig 
te the PiflBDs, was lost. The people of Constan* 
tiaopte set op a ery of terror, when they saw the 
^eet sail away uaiumned, and tamed in despair to 
de fend diemsdyes, as ^y best might, agamet their 
■titt pewerfnl advenanca. 

We must pass rapidly orer the ei^entB y^ieh 
fetfoerod this circnnstanee. The cmsaders and 
ikeki aiapciatea were now filed with indignation a$ 
the ivpaehemna condnet of the Greeks ; and the 
firapeveffs, tenified at the probable oonsequenees of 
ibair teaunty, 4;beaght ef nothing but how to api- 
foese the rage of iSutir powerful adftaaries. In 
ehe midit of the disteess and eon&ttion which 
eaiyiftd bodi ia the palace and the dty^ a pena»- 
age poaieated hima^ who had. Intdy gained the 
ceafidpnne ef Isaac and his eon, by the behineis 
with which he had eonnselled them to reject the 
^tfira of their allies. This wns the celebrated 
Alexis Docasy er MoomMifle, as he was eom- 
■MNily celled, in order to signify tbb union oi his 
wwnrirehly large and black eyebeowa. To a fierce 
^aad eonrageons disposition, he added subtlety and 
^ttabi|aoa• The situation of the empiie, the Ht^ 
talent or 4apiiit that eaisted among the officers ef 
gevenuaenty and die i^bienoe he enjoyed amoiig 
the people, aa well aa at ce«rt» gam him ample 
eneeaiagement to pursno the most ambitieos de- 
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signs ; and the boor now seemed to )mte animdy- 
in which he might safely put them into execution. 
While he artfully pretended to negotiate for Isaac- 
with the crusaders, he took care to disseminate* 
through the city an account of all that had passed 
between them and the young Emperor. A ^o» 
lent commotion followed this measure ; and the 
people, assembling tumultuously in the streets^ 
proclaimed their determination to be no longer 
governed by monarcbs so incapable of defending^ 
dieir subjeets. The few citizens, who were wiU<«^ 
ing to use caution on the occasion, in yain endea* 
Youred to moderate the tumult ; and, in the churcb 
of Saint Sophia, the multitude invested a weak 
and obscure youth, named Canabus, . with the im** 
penal purple. The young Emperor being inform-' 
ed of this event, shut himself up in his palacey^ 
and sent messengers to the Marquis of Montferrat^ 
imploring his immediaike assistance. With a small 
body of men, and in the middle of the nigh^ 
Boniface hastened to the relief of the distressed 
prince; but Mourzoufle had artfully warned Alexis 
not to hold any further eommunication with the 
Latins ; and, too alarmed not to hearken to any 
advice which had the appearance of reason, the 
Emperor refused to admit Boniface to his prer- 
sence. In the meantime, the treacherous Ducas 
gave it out in all parts of the city, that the Isikm 
were in the palace, and preparing to assail them 
in their houses. The Marquis of Montferrat nar- 
rowly escaped the hands of the populace, who 
rapidly assembled to interrupt his relreat; but 
the unfortunate son of Isaac, terrified by the di^ 
mours which he heard in the streets, allowed 
Mourzoufle to lead him from his apartment^ to 
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i^ondnet him, as he supposed, to a place of safety* 
No sooner, however, had he left his retreat, when 
he found that it was to he immured in a prison, 
and treated with the severity of a criminal. 

Mourzoufle having effected thus much of his 
scheme, hastened to acquaint the populace that he 
had secured them from the machinations of their 
OiQnarch, by holding him captive till their will 
might be known. The name of Alexis Dncas 
was instantly repeated by a thousand voices, as 
alone . worthy of being united with the title of 
pptperor. The sentiment was echoed by a thou- 
saxid other tongues ; and he was borne to the ca- 
thedral, where, without any regard to the election 
of Canabus, he was invested with the insignia of 
royalty. From the church of Saint Sophia he re- 
turned to the prison of his captive ; and, with his 
own hands, strangled him to death. The aged Isaac, 
being informed of his son's murder, died shortly af- 
tier ; and the usurper thus became the sole possessor 
of the title of Emperor. The Latin chiefs were for 
some time kept ignorant of these events; and Mour- 
90ufie hoped, by inviting them into the city, to 
out off at once the only enemies he dreaded. But 
bis treachery was discovered ; and the crusaders 
immediately took arms to avenge the death of 
their former ally. Vigilance and resolution were 
9ot wanting on the part of the usurper. He 
put the city in a posture of defence; and, by 
his example, gave new spirit to the troops. A 
nocturnal attempt, which n^as made by Henry 
of Hainault to surprise the city, nearly proved 
fatal to that nobleman and his followers, by the 
boldness with which Mourzoufle rushed upon 
them from his ambush. After a desperate con- 
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flict, however, the Franks sncceeded in ^vin|^ 
him back; and they were left masteiis of the 
standard of the Virgin, in which the Greeks 
placed great hopes of safety, and of the sword 
and shield of the nsurper, which he lost in bia 
flight. 

Monrzonfle was too well acquainted with the., 
temper of the Greeks, not to be aware 'that he 
coald with difficulty resist, for any length of 
time, the attacks of the crusaders. Not tmstiiig^ 
therefore, either to the courage of his soidiers or 
to the strength of the fortifications, he offered to; 
enter into negotiation with his enemies ; and the 
Doge of Venice persuaded the allied chiefs to le* 
celve his propositions. The preliminaries of peace 
were discussed by Dandolo and Mourzonfle, th^^ 
one standing at the head of a galley rowed near 
the shore, and the other sitting on his charger^' 
each being surrounded by large numbers of their 
people. After the debate had continued for some 
time, the negotiation was broken off, by the usurp- 
er's recusing to admit any change in the natioii«L 
religion; thereby showing himself either more 
conscientious than the legitimate sovereigns, or 
more politic ; for they had probably lost their 
throne, from the unpopularity of such a raear 
sure. 

The confidence which reigned throughout the 
ranks of the crusaders, though at first in some de* 
gree diminished by the activity of Mourzonfle^ 
rose at length to such a height, that the chiefs 
drew up a set of regulations, by which they were 
to divide and govern the empire, as soon as it fell 
into their hands. Preparations were then made 
lift a general assault ; and, by the advice of the 
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VieMMMy it WM agreed that it shonld coromeiic^ 
an tJie aide next the wa* The line of yessels, 
dmwn np in order of battle, extended for half a 
kagne, and the walls were crowded with troopa^ 
and nmltitadea of the inhabitants anxiooBly waitr 
ing the commencement of the conflict. Monr** 
«mfle himself was posted on the heights, and his 
naagnificent tent formed an object on which the 
eyea both of Greeks and Franks were (reqaently 
fixed. At length the battle began. The air waa 
darkened by the showers of missiles flung fram 
Ae machines of the besieged. The cmsaders 
mahed on, reckless of danger or death ; and the 
walk were assailed, at the same moment, by a 
thousand spears, swords, and battle-axes, while 
the Venetians continued to labour incessantly at 
the heavy engines on board their vessels. But 
the strength of the fortifications resisted every ef- 
fort of bravery, and the Franks were obliged to 
retbe with considerable loss. The greatest joy 
prevailed in the city, on the retreat of the besieg* 
era ; the people proceeded to the churches to offer 
np thanksgivings for the victory, and seemed Uk 
believe that their foes were entirely overthrown. 
The crusaders, in the mean time, held a council, 
to deliberate on the best method of repairing the 
lose they had sustained. The most ardent of the 
chiefs observed, that though they had been this 
eoce defeated, they ought not to have the less con- 
fidence in their valour, and in the justice of thdr 
c^nae ; that the Greeks were fighting on the part 
of usurpation and parricide ; and that God would 
certaiidy assist those who contended against such 
a corrupt people. These observations had their 
doe effect; and after some little opposition, an* 
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otlier assault was decided npo'n; ' and t6'be made 
in the same direction as the formeK ' No ((r^dLlt^ 
^ion was omitted which might 'sWVef to pi%tQf^ 
»ftie success of the enterprise ; and ^ two dayfe'\«^re 
efpent iil repairing thei ships which had 8tiffei^% 
l^e last engagenbent. Every thing Beihg ^iTan^4^ 
•on the morning of the 12th of 'April,' the criMad^ft 
'were in armsj and ready for battle.' ':i: 

The Venetian fleet advanced against the ram- 
imrts, while the army prepared to second • thto 
attack on land. The ships, which were grap})!ed 
^wo and two together, were then fOTmedlntd a 
line, aJid the combat soon became general.' Fi^otft 
the early part of the inoming till noon', the batt!e 
was contintied without' any decisive success -on 
either side. But at leilgth the wind suddenly h\e^ 
from the north, and drove* two of the grappled 
ships upon the shore. It was a singular circnitt^ 
Stance, that the names of those vessels were thfe 
Pilgrim and the Paradise, and that they were com* 
nianded by the Bishops of ■ Tr6y and Soissoit^ 
The moment that a landing was effected, the ban^ 
*ers of the cross were floating on one of the 
towers ; the crusaders, animated with the sight, in^ 
fitantly made for the part of the walls* where the ^pre- 
lates fought. Four towers and three of the gates ^€^ 
'aoonleft without defenders. Moni^zoufle fled al« 
inost alone from the field, and the conquerors' entered 
the city without resistance : ' the ' callage which 
Followed was unlimited by regard to either sex or 
age ; and before they sought for places wh^re t6 
repose themselves, thisy set fire to that quarter of 
(he city of which they had taken possession, again 
tlireatening the inhabitants with the destruction of 
their devoted capital; 
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As soon as the flight of Monraoafle was iiiadi$ 
kaown in Comtsntiiiopie, the people tQnied, in the 
nkkt of their agitation, to elect a new emperor. 
Tlieodore Dacas and Theodore Lascarit were the 
two caadidatee for the dangerous honour ; and the 
lot, owiag to the support he reeeiTed from the 
deigy* fell in fiiTonr of the latter. On receiying 
this new dignity, the Emperor besought his sub- 
jeels to defend their country with Tigour, assuring 
them that they might speedily drive fh>m the eoaifs 
a set of men who fou^t neither for their religioa, 
co«ntry, possessions nor ftuniliesy for all of which 
the Greeks felt they were contending in this war« 
** If you are Romans/' said he, ** victory is easy. 
Twenty thousand barbarians have attempted to en- 
eloae you within your walls ; fortune delivers theai 
into your power. " In the same manner he ad- 
dieased his goards ; but neither the soldiers nor the 
people replied to his enthusiasm, and when the 
ngnal was given for battle, he found himself with- 
out aabjectih without guards, and deprived of all 
means of defence but a rapid flight. While these 
eveats were taking place, the conflagration of the 
city eoatinned to rage vrith the most frightful '^o- 
lence, and more houses were burnt, it is said, than 
were contaitted in the three best cities of France.^ 
Not content with this, or with the pillage of the 
honaes and publie buildings into which they could 
hastily penetrate, the crusaders showed an equal con- 
tempt for the sacred objects of religions wwship. 
^ Alas! *' says an eye* witness of these eventt, 
" How did they stamp under their feet the images 
of the saints! How did- they throw the relics of 

* Villebardimio. 
T2 
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fiiiarlyra into vile and filthy ptiu^es I A ikang *ma 

•then to be seen which it is horrible to bear«-4be 

precious body and blood of Christ was poared out 

'and east upon the ground. " The receptaoles of 
the sacred things were broken open, and the oraa- 
ments stolen ; while the vessels which were conae- 

> crated to the service of the choreh, were used lor 
the- common purposes of eating anj^ drinldng. *^ Ve- 

-ri1y»'' says the venerable chronicler^ M Jeeoe Ckrist 
was unclothed and mocked by this cursed natiein, 
as he was anciently, and they cast lots upon las 
garment ; only they pierced not his side with a 

. lance, to make streams of blood flow' from it." 

The great church of Saint Sophia was the glory 
of the Greeks for its sanctity, the magnificence of 
the building, and the wealth which it contained in 
plate, jewels, and the ornaments of the -altars. To 
this splendid temple of worslnp' du^ conquenm 

'hastened unsatiated with the spoil th^ had already 
secured. The chief altar of the church was feraed 
of a variety of precious stones^ which,. when nnitedy 
had the brilliancy of fire. TMs beautiful aunna- 
ment of antiquity was immediately destroyed by 
the soldiers, who divided its fragments among 
themselves. The gold and silver vessels, and the 
oraaments with which differ^at parts of the baild* 

- ihg was richly covered, were seized in the same 
manner; and the admirable mosaic pavement, 
w^ich, it is said, irritated the barbarians by its ex- 

. quisitely polished and slippery surlaoe, was defiled 
by their mules and other beasts: which they order- 
ed ta be brought in for that purpose, and some of 
which they killed, that their blood might spread 
and clot over the sacred floor. Not satisfied with 
this, they placed a wretched and abandoned pros- 
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^tate oil tbe tbrone of the patnarcb, 

hicr with songs, and adrandmg before her to mani- 

feet ihetr comempt of the place.f 

While the holy asylnins of religion were thus 
despoiled of their riches, the people, driven from 
their hooses, and dreading either death, or evils 
worse than death, were traversing the Btreets, nt«> 
•tering the wildest lamentaitions* Never was a 
opeetacle of more human misery witnessed. '* O 
eternal God, " exclaims Nicetas, calling to recoU 
lection the si|^t of his countrymen' thse flying 
before their pnisaers, *' What misery ! mbBt pQ|- 
▼erty ! Why, add bow is it, that these evils were 
not predicted by some overflowing of tbe sea^ some 
eclipea of the son, some bloody apparition of th6 
moon, or some comet ? - Verily have we* seen tbb 
•abomination of desolation in the holy place 1 " £t 
most not be forgotten either, that the iratblessr bait- 
bmrity with which the Franks thus destroyed what- 
•fer was venerable in the eyes of the vwiqnished 
people, extended to the-destmction of all the noble 
monutnents of andquity with which the oapital of 
tbe Greek empire abounded. Several' statues, ce»- 
lehrated £or their eoKquisite beauty, the work of 
Phidias and It^raxiteles, were batteied to piecet, 
while tethers^ of bronase, wore afUnrwards melted 
down, and converted into monoy.> But besideb 
treasures of this kind, ConMimtinople contained 
others of a different species, and of which tbto 
crusaders were better able te appreciate the value. 
Tbe wax relics hoarded up by the' clergy of tfao 
capital, were not only more numerous than what 
were to be found in any other city ^of Christendom, 

NicetM< 



\m% were ako of the mdet valuable deflcriptimi. 
The biHiea ot Sunt John the Baptist, a piece cf the 
title cross, an ann of Saint Jamea, and so on. 
Were the reputed poaseaston of one church ; and 
others, it appears^ were equally rich in the same 
▼enermUe articles. No corner was left nnsearehed 
in .which it was sospeeted any relics might be de- 
posited, and very few, it may be reasonably cob» 
elndedt escaped the devont vigilance of the active 
conquerors. 

llie spoil of every kind which was thus collect* 
ed, is said to have been the richest that ever f^ 
into the htfida of a victorious host. Im m e m i o 
aloraa of all the most valuable articles of Eastern 
merchandise,— «ilks, gems, and spices,-*-as well aa 
the booty derived from the churches and public 
hnildings, composed the spl«idid prize, which, by 
the order of the chiefi^ was deposited in three of 
die duirches, till it should be divided justly among 
the forces. The severest punishment was '■ de^ 
nounoed against every one who might be guilty of 
a breach of die regulations ; and a Imight, who had 
concealed something . from the knowledge of the 
barons, waa hung in his armour, by the- conaiaBd 
of the Count of Saint Pteul. 

Success had thus attended the arms of the La- 
tins beyond their most flattering hopes; and If 
the wealth of which they had become mastei% 
may be estimated as greater than what had fallen 
to the lot of previous conquerors, the misery which 
they had inflicted will come up to the same pro- 
portion. The historian Nioetas, who has left 
such a melancholy lament over the fallen -enipif«, 
has also detailed, in the same volume, the per- 
sonal afflictions of himaeif and bis lamily. He 
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waro&e of t&e BMAitorg unckr the Iro^^al ^ 
Teramenty and, in the diiyt of hiB prosperity, hi^ 
haM^ed a snperb pakice, whfcb wmr ¥^oced til 
aafaes in one of tbe eodflagratioBB of llie cit^ 'tbk 
ikw» remoTisd bis fiunil jr to a ^niall: bdiiiie nealr 'tlM 
ehunch of Sl^ Sophia, where he reiid^ wh^ tiM 
capital was taken. When the emsadelrs werd pn^ 
anng die' work of spoliatiott through eVer^ ifititftet 
of the eity, a part;^ appeared in fAie netghboift-hoed 
of the senator's' retreat, and he dreaded^ ^^r^ Itk^ 
sftaa^^o see his wife ami cbihlrefi in thto-^otds of 
^m brutal '«oMier8. Iff tbi^ dimre^, -boWeif^r, A 
Venetian 'merchant, whom he had isaVed, w^ieVI $a 
power, from the Greeks, presented hiinbelf At bit 
iionse, and promised to protect hinr. For 'af<K>n(^ 
time he soetfeeded in keeping th^ barbarians from 
etitepint^ ; and he had hopes thM, by his wearing 
ihe hab^t of a crusader, and constantly aftraiing^ 
that the house was bis prize, he should snciceed 
in his purpbse. But seeing, at last, that h^ could 
to longer defend the obfects of his- anxiety by 
these artifices, he warned Nicetas of the danger in 
which he stood, and led forth the senillxir and his 
family into the pubHe way. . Walking before them 
with his sword in his hand, the soldiers, -Whoih 
they continually met, believed they were his pri- 
soners, and suffered them to pass unmolested. 
One young girl only was in danger of being lost 
from the party, owing to her beauty, having at- 
tiveted tbe attention of a crusader ; but she was 
saved by the coinage or eloquence of Nicetas, and 
they reached the extremity of the city in safety, 
when they bade adieu for ever to their protector 
and their native home. 

But though the fugitives had thus succeeded in 
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•tcapiiig the danger of being taken by tie enemy, 
they bad still hardshipB to enconnter which they 
lieie ill prepaied to meet. Nicetas had been 
joined, before he left the city, by eereral friemU 
and relations ; and a number of children* carried 
in the arms of their anxions mothers, were part- 
ners of their want and fatigne. To increase the 
distress of the party, nnproTided with the com- 
mon necessaries of lifOi it was the depth of win- 
ter when they had to undertake this melancholy 
jpnmey ; andtthey travelled for forty miles en foot, 
laden with baggage, and exposed to a thousand 
insults from the peasantry, before they reached a 
plac«| of safety. The* Patriarch, whom they pass* 
ed.on the road, was fleeing from the enemy in an 
lyiually pitiable condition. He was riding on an 
am ; his apparel was scarcely sufficient to cotsv 
him; and Ins attendants accompanied him in hia 
exile. 

The wretched ecmdition to wUch those were 
reduced of whom we have these memorials, was^ 
there is no doubt, shared by hundreds hesideo 
themselves ; few of them, perhaps, having tho'good 
fjorbme to end their days so tranquilly as the his* 
torian. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Tjoasno^ OF nut xAsmiK xMnaB.— »cioirs of ^inwiir 

AMD BXM&T. ' 

The fint tinlnileDt exnltstions which had foHow^ 
ed the lakiag of the city bcaog subsided, the chiefir 
of the cnisadera detenniiied to proceed with the* 
division of the booty* It was at the conelnsiotf 
of Lent that they began this importaat hnsiness ; 
and for the time it lasted, it fnlly engaged the at- 
tei^n of the army. According to an agreement 
wbleh had been prevtonsly made, the fourth part 
oi the BpMl was set apart for whoever should be 
elseled to the imperial throne. The other three 
parts were to be eqoally ^vided between the 
French and Venetians. In a secondary divisioa 
which took place, in order that each cmsader 
might receive his share of the wealth which he 
bad contributed to gain, a sergeant received a por- 
tion of double the value of a foot-soldier, and a 
knight mie of twice the value of a sergeant. The 
baions and higher officers in the army were re* 
warded with shares proportioned to llieir sank ; 
and every one, by this equitable arrangement, had 
such a portion of the booty as his situation and 
services entitled him to expect. The wboLe value 
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of the spoil thus divided amounted to about eieven 
hundred thousand marks of silver, which is, how- 
ever, supposed not to have been half the real 
value of the property which fell into the bands of 
the crusaders, much of it having been wasted^ and 
a large part being concealed by such of the war- 
riors as were not to be daunted by the threats of 
the chiefs. When the several divisions of the 
army had received their respective shares, the 
French finally settled with the Venetians for their 
grant of the vessels and stores which they had 
originally engaged of the republic Fifty thou- 
sand marks were deducted from the sum due to 
the French for this purpose ; and the portion )(vIm^ 
^main^d to tbem after this dedpiction^ w^as foac 
^Hipdr^d tbou^an.d niai:ks, estimaited by Gibbim at 
^bout eight hundred thousaiid pounds Sterling* 
; These .trfm^fkOtioi^s b^ing concluded, the. attjeiir 
^on of the crusad^r^s.iy^, next ci^led .to a ,lHisia«m 
^f equal intei'estj and importance. The £mperav 
9till pr^j^erv^d. the shadow of royfdty ainong Abo 
miser&bliS' Qreeksi ^d with .tbeir.ponqu^st.tbe 
1^98 b$can»e>t puce tbQ undisputed qaastei^ t^ 
ihe nfition^ Their contempt for the people, whoffi 
^hey. h<^ subdued w^ too great .to>t,tb?n9 tbii^^ 
j^r a rnqm/ent .of giving tbem a auQcessor to, tbei^r 
l^ivQ pirinces ;. jand, ^v^en had they, been Mriliing %9 
show ^o much generosity». they wpuld, have fpi^ 
if di^c^Jt to &X. on any of the obscMi^e det^ojudr 
igftts of. the royal, races worthy, or, QfipDble of jreigxir 
i«g. But no consideration of this kind W^gU^A 
yvjitb th^ European chiefs. Tbiey understood, nth 
thing but, the rides |[^f i^ar, and the rights of fifyt^n, 
finest ; and they hfid but one plan tq pprpue« ii{b»? 
Umitjv^s.a^ciiy or »n ewpird "WWh.ik^y.jpm^ 



tpMsdt^ To choofie, therefore, from amdng them- 
iAtit»i a succeBSor to th« Cs^ars, was the imme- 
iwte object of ooneern ; and twelve electors were 
appointed, with whom the decision was to rest; 
Of i^ese, SIX were French, all churchmen, the 
Itsliops of Soissons, Halberstadt, Troyes, Bethle- 
turn ;.tb« Archbishop of A*cre, 6r Ptolemais, and 
tb« Abbot of Loces. The other six were Vene- 
tiatift,' the noblest in the army. These representa- 
tf yes of the two' nations^ one of which was to give 
A-#ett^n prln6e to the Grecian empire assembled 
in the pal^loe of Baeoleon ; and having each sworn 
to be guided in their choice solely by the merits 
lud 'Virtne of the candidates, they proceeded to 
tlie'-eiscetioif. 

i> Among the many di^tingnished noblemen who 
fand-ibketi part in this conquest, there were three 
Mlyoii whotti the decision of the assembly could 
hmg remain ddnbtfiil. These Were the venerable 
&^gi$ fff Venice^ the Marquis of- Montferrat, and 
fididtrlti, CodiSt of Flanders. The aged Dandold 
liad htms^f ' given birth to the enterprise wbicli 
Mta^ated 90 gloriously ; he had, through a long 
llHi, giV^n pk-obf^ of the highest wisdom, and the 
{jrMtteUC'OKpadtjr for government. In the pre- 
aebt Wttv; he>htid eviticed a courage equal to hii^ 
^irukidin$ and had more than once been the first to 
lililiv^riifae- enemy. Thes6 circumstances render^ 
U ihim a)l lidnourable in the eyes of the warriot^^ 
fl4lo itdcMhpanied him, as he was dear to his citi- 
MMf ^r hisr moderatioti atid prudence.. At first^ 
tllt»rMlrej tHeopinien ef the eledtors schemed de^ 
ddbj, thkX; :ih» Doge ^ Venice should he raised 
M^ho Imperial throne^ But the qualities whicH 
M made hm^ the toher of his people, and ren^ 

VOL. II. u 
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4erM bim worlby of iha nobtosl li(nMMn«» ttem mS 
t^o great a ?alae in the «yes of the Veoetieae i» 
lie shared between themselves a&d the ebject and 
BlaTish Greeks* While no opposition, thi»efore» 
was made to the choice of the Doge by the otbw 
^l^ctors, the republicans themselves deified against 
him» obsenring , with every expression of regard 
and veneration for their prince^ that Henry Daii'« 
dolo could not be at the same time the head of n 
lepublicp and Emperor of the East. 

The prize, therefore^ now lay betweea the 
Harqnis of Montferrat and the Count of Fland^n^ 
The character of the formw was dignified and 

Cpular ; the Greeks themselves were denroos of 
ving him for dieir monarch ; and the pait U 
bad taken in the present expedition, had nmdered 
bim a favourite with the army. Bm the Yeae^ 
liana were opposed to hb election* from motives 
which it b not easy exactly to deternune. Tim 
neighbourhood of his possessions, however* to ih« 
republic, is generally supposed to have prineqwt 
ly influenced these jealous citizens; and when U 
was remembered by the electors, that againslt tha 
Count of Flanders no objection of this kind eK* 
isted, that he was a descendant from the moel 
antient monarchs of Franoct that his territoriea 
gave him command over the best soldiers in Eia* 
rope, and that he was young, brave and virtuovH 
their votes were speedily g^ven in his ftivour, and 
Baldwin was unanimouisly. nominated to the ym» 
cant dignity. It was midnight before the assoiu 
Uyhad come to this conclusion of their debatet 
but as soon as the choice was decided, the Biabi^ 
of Soissons, and the othfir elect(»8» went to tba 
vestibule of the chapel, where tho candidateB aiki 
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Miftttf «di6r iMKbleiiieii were ws^ilig to reedve tlieii^ 
itetennitiation. With a load roiiDe the prelate (Mud, 
« Noble Lords, we have, threiigh the giace of 
God, made choice of our Emperor ; and yoa have 
Bevmlly sworn to reci^tse aad obey him as £m^ 
perer, on whom our choice should fall. We noW> 
therefore, in this solemn hoar in which Christ was 
bom, proclaim yoar Emperor. It is the Coont 
Baldwin of Flandens and Hainaalt. " 

The decision of the electors was received with 
great applaose, and the assembled knights and ba- 
rens immediately elevated the new Cosar on a 
Imckler, and carried him in triamph to the cathe* 
dral, the generoas Marqais of Montferrat being 
among the first to render the honoars of an Empe* 
rer to his sacceesftd rival. In the chareh of St 
iSophia, Baldwin was invested with ^ae parple bos* 
kins, the emidem of royalty ; and the Greeks, as 
well as Latins, loodly expressed their satisfactioii 
at Ae accessioA of the chief to their ancient mo^ 
MTcby. 

The most prudent measares had been taken by 
dM Ua^OBS^ before proceeding to th^ election, t<> 
prevent any evil conseqaences from the rivalry or 
disappointment of the candidates. The portions 
of the conquered territory, which were to belong 
to the several chiefs, were clearly defined ; and, by 
the regulations agreed to, the Emperor was to poe*^ 
eess a foarth part of the whole monarchy, with alt 
the rights which appertained to his dignity. The 
ffematader was to be shared between Venice and 
the French barons ; bat, with the exception of the 
Doge, every possessor of any part of the territory 
wm to be regarded as the feudatory of the £mpe» 
toiw 4* the conmatioii of Biktwia was defemd 
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6)r thi^e w^q]«b» the int^rraning period. wli9> 
pied with tbe distiibiitiQiii of land^ and hqUQiire'^p 
the diffe^e^t clfiimaote. . Tbe ' • M^njuia . of Mopt* 
ferrs(t» -i^ho in^rjried the widovir of tbe EnipeffOf 
Isa^e^ receired the J&taud of C^ndt^ mi the i^im^ 
\cy beypnd the Bptphocos, wbicb be changed fof 
the province of Tb^89ft1oiii4»t« and ^qld pindm to 
ihe Venetians for .thirty poonde we^ht pf g»ld» 
Villehardouin \^fifi honoured with the ttUla of Mtr 
re^ba) of RQDMUEiiat and the s^fsend: digpitie9 of 
the ^ippire ]ii?ete. distributed among >be mosi mui^ 
iboriou^ cbe^aHerf^ The Doge, was . nuade despAlt 
or Prince of: Komania; and» as tbe<r^pre^ntatire 
4)f Venice at Constantinople, he bad ibe posses* 
sien apd (^a^mmmd of bid f that ^{HUd^. ... 
; The. cpronatijon of. Baldwin. was celebrated im$k 
gr^^t pomp itk the cbnreh of Saint Sopbicu The 
JConnt of Saint Paul^ as inarecbal* caixied ih^M 
)iim the imperial sword; aind tbe sceptre was Jbome 
by . the Marquis, of Mootierrai,. as cbantberlBiOk 
Amid the imposing and solemn worship, .of the 
churcb» the ne«r Emperofy dad Un rehes ibak vece 
i-esplendent with gold and precious ^tones* wils 
plained by tbe bishops on tbe throDe, and gcowimm^ 
hy the Legate of the Pope. Boaiflftce and the QomA 
of Blois then rendered. him hoaoage. A crowd «f 
•knight^ ^nd nobles, conspicuous for the sptendoor 
4>f their habits, immediately gathered round 4iie 
jnonarch ; and the long aisles jof the oalhediBl cor 
«ounded with the loud responses of the multitude 
to the woixls of the clergy :-^^^ He is iHrorthy tm 
4reign.I-*-He is worthy to reign I " 
' As soon as tb^ ceremony was concluded, . Bald- 
win was eoadttcted to the palace of Bueokou* .The 
%\t^}»^fi{ei^eA ^}Ak ficb eaipelii a«d di»pef}r, wm 
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ittied widi people^ all expressing Am delight at 
^e accession of the Eniperor ; and, for several 
days, nothing was to he seen in the city, but signs 
of merriment and content* Several Christians 
from the Holy Land arrived at Constantinople, in 
order to be present on this occasion. The events 
ivhich had occurred seemed to promise an import- 
ant change in the afihirs of Palestine ; and while 
the ambitious iMirons and their followers were 
occupied with dreams of ambition, Ae sincere 
•champions of the sepulchre only saw» in the cir- 
cumstances which had taken place, the hand of 
Providence stretched out to efiect their deliver]^ 
from the infideL 

Shortly after the coronation of the Emperor, the 
crusaders proceeded to make choice of a patriarch* 
It was one of the articles o^ the i^;reement whidi 
bad been entered into by the French and Vene- 
tians, that from whichever party the monarch waa 
vlected, the choice of the patriarch should be left 
to the other. The Venetians, therefore, having 
the right of election, chose Thomas Morosint, an 
ecclesiastic of great reputation ; and his elevation, 
though at first opposed by the Pope, as an infring»- 
nent of the pontifical authority, at last obtained 
Us sanction. All the benefices and riches of the 
Greek church were forthwith distributed among 
the French and Venetian clergy. The Romish 
formulary was thus established in every part of the 
country, and the natives, exhibiting an instance of 
complete subjection, rarely witnessed even in a 
conquered nation, as tamely submitted to this 
change in religion as to the alteration in the line 
of their emperors. 

But though the caution and pntdeat measurer 

u2 
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of 'the principal penoius- engird in tbe icftkhiHiiflit 

of tbe empire had pre^enjted nnyi interraplion to 

their designs, there were difficulties to meet which 

it required yet greater caution to overcome. Thnee 

of the pretenders to the throne of Constaniiiiopto 

'Were stiil in existence ; and though exiles, and.wkl^- 

-out wealth or forces, they we^ regarded- in the 

l^roTinces with far less distike than the Latui cbi»fik 

But before the crusaders experienced any difliciUty 

•from these fugitive, they were assailed with the 

^nenacea of a far more dangerous and pow^ftil ad- 

versary. Innocent III. had» It will be remesibeiv 

ed, opposed from the first the proeeediiigs '4tflD 

which the Venetians had led the soldiers of tte 

«iD8S. The brillitat success which attended their 

.arms produced little alteration in the mind of* the 

•Pontiff, and at the concl«aon of their estecfiriai, 

4hey.had reason to dread that the pow«rof thfe 

jcfanrdi would be employed against thenr to its i^ 

extent. In the present state of things^ this wasjo 

be avoided as the most dangerous cireuowtanee 

twhich could occur, and Baldwin, 1^ IV^Bh^uia Of 

.Montfehrat, and even tbe Doge himaell,- saw^tlitt 

•fiecessity of seeking to avert the evils by a. timely 

irabmission. In addresung the Pontiffi they ail 

•tihited in professing their most profound dc^otioa 

to bis* will ; declared that their chief cause iMf tii- 

umph in the conquest of Constantinople, was thftt 

they ^ere now in a better condition to es^ocute his 

«ommaikl8 ; reminded him that theyhad^submttted 

the Eastern church to bis apostolical autboiity ; and 

offered, whenever he chose, toemploy^tb^ir acquisiv 

tions in- the refiovery of Jerusalem. . By<nrgiiig 

these, and other topics, of a similar nature oil Us 

attention, tliey hoped to fcvmovo jthe hall 
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4sii6Jim6. inflicted on di^m for their disobedience j: 
^B«ut alt ^t ibe aoswers which he sent to their pe^ 
lititms'weiiB unly fiUed with ^vere rebukes. He 
•roptoe^hed them with hi^ving not merely resisted 
his isaered authority, but violated, in their victoriea^ 
^very priaisple of hum^ty. The debauclieriep 
of the soldiers at the taking of the city, the horribly 
enormities they committed against the wretched iur 
habitants, and their sacrilegious destruction of altari, 
were fiU brought to recollection in the letter of Inr 
aoceat. He. ascribed the. victory they bad gained t^ 
llie providence of God, which, notwithstanding their 
inns, had made them instruments to fulfil his purposes; 
•and he left them s hope that, if they continued 
Jnthfial to their promises of repentance, proved 
themselves obedient to the church, and ready tp 
fieHbrm their duty in reepect to the Holy Lan<|, 
Ihey mig]^ humbly hope to obtain the pardon of 
thmr former aSeoceSf and treconciliation with their 
•pifituid father. This eocouragement was follow^ 
ed'by^tiU plaifier indications of his readiness to re^ 
oeive theim into fovour. . The absolution which 
the importunities of the Veoetians had obtained 
from the Cardinal of Capua, was ratified by th0 
Pope ; the Doge obtained his full pardon ; Bald- 
win.was GonArmed in bis right to th^ throne^ hatr 
ii^ declared himself the chevalier of the Holy 
jSee ; and the reconciled Pontiff sent letters to th^ 
di£E^ent princes of Eun^e* desiring them to le^uji 
theic asfflstance to the Emperor, a^d offering to 
diose who. should wiUiqgly tak« arms in defence^ 
of his dominions, the induJgei^ces. promised origi-i 
odly. to the crnsadeffsw 

- JSvery thing thus seemed to awure to the cop* 
tpmem Ae ipermaBent eo^yment of their new 
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possessions ; and the fettbfal were daily 
fbrnrard to measures being taken for the asdatanoe 
of the Christians of Palestine. But the prospe- 
rity of the empire was of short duradon ; and the 
change in the triumphant prospects of the con- 
querors, was introduced by a misfortune which 
only affected the priTate feelings of Baldwin. Tlie 
wife of this distinguished man was Margaret of 
•Flanders, a woman who, still in the bloom of 
youth, was as celebrated for her Tirtoes aa her 
beauty. On setting out for the Holy Land, the 
Count had found it necessary to leave her behind 
bim ; but, too impatient of his absence to awiut 
his return, she embarked in a ttessel bound for 
Ptolemats, with the intention of following him to 
whatever part of Syria he might bo in; On ar« 
riying, however, at the above city, worn with fa* 
tigue and anxiety, she learnt that her httsband had 
never proceeded farther than Constantinople, and 
that he had been raised to the throne of the em- 
pire. But the intelligence came too late for the 
unfortunate Margaret to participate in his glory* 
She died shortly after the information was brought 
her, and her remains were conveyed to Constant!* 
nople, where the afflicted Baldwii^ received them 
with the last honours which belong to royalty. 

This event, which cast a sudden gloom over the 
fortunes of the Emperor, was followed by another^ 
which produced worse evils to the state. The 
Marquis of Montferrat, having received the teiti- 
tory of Thessalonica in lieu of that originally grant* 
ed him, together with the title of King, left Con- 
stantinople to take possession of his dominiona* 
Baldwin, who was making the tour of the pro- 
vinces at the same timO) proposed to. enter the ter<« 
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rittlffy oSf ibe Matquia with his numerous fblIow-» 
•rs. .• BoDlface resialied this iDtention^ as dangerous 
to bip; independence; while the Emperor, as ob^- 
stinate in aBserting his right to proceed, proelaimV 
ed his deiejtmination.. to follow the line of march 
be had J[iftrked'«ut«. Both, therefore, flew toarms^ 
Biid iboi codntry was tbreateDed ^ With a civil war ; 
bat tho Doge of Venice^ the Marechal of Cham* 
pagne, . and .iho other peers of the empire, by ap* 
paftUog £pBt to th^. prudence and moderation >oi 
Boniface, and then to the generosity of Baldwin^ 
attOfSQeded'at length in auHduing their resentment ; 
•ad they embraced^ each other, with many protes- 
tation^ of renewed •amity. 

It would -haFB been happy for the empire, if the 
chiefs could have now entered upon the peaceable 
paaa^Bsion^of the provinces. Bui Mourzoufle shd 
ftbe-eldef Alexift bad to be svdidued. Before this 
could he effected vrith* security; These deposed 
jgourpen,' howe^ver, by their hatred of each othepy 
end their dissimulation, rendered themselves easy 
▼ictims to their enemies. Monrzoufle, having 
entered info alliance with the brother of Isaac, waa» 
wb^e bathing, suddenly assailed* by his supposed 
friend ; his eyes were torn , out, and he was sent 
to Wander, done and helpless, through the coun- 
try.; It was not long that he could escape, in this 
4X>nditiQn, the watchfulness of his pursuers. He 
•was accordingly taken ; and being carried to Con- 
Istantinople, was. flung headlong from a lofty co- 
hunn, and dashed tb pieces on the earth. Alexis 
bimeelf^ after wandering about for some time in 
the moft miserable condition, was taken prisoner 
by Boniface ; but having escaped his keepers, he 
^d into Asia, and, after tnffering various evils, 
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died, despised and foigotten» in a monattery* !ih^ 
odore Lascaris, who appears to bare beien mora 
worthy of respect than the other fngitiFes, had 
fled to Anatolia, when the base and trembling 
Greeks refused to follow him to the field. Snc^ 
cess had attended him, as he marched at the head 
p( a small band of warriors* whom he had the 
good fortune to assemble, and he founded an emfiiret 
of which Nice was the capital, and which could 
lioast of embracing the cities of Smymai £phe«a% 
and Philadelphia. 

But a worse enemy than any of the former pre« 
tenders to the throne, was preparing to assail the 
Latins, and with better -means for carrying on > a 
war. The Bulgarians had, some time before the 
restoration of Isaac and his son, thrown off thdr 
allegiance to the empire ; and Joanice, or Calo* 
John, as he is variously called, having professed 
his obedience to the See of Rome, obtained the 
confirmation of his authority, and the title ai King* 
The son of Isaac, when he accompanied the cm* 
saders into the provinces, threatened Jaanice with 
an attack, but in the end left him to punne hia 
schemes of ambition undisturbed. When the £n^ 
peror Baldwin ascended the throng, the ambaasa- 
dors of the Bulgarian King were among the first 
to offer. him fnendship and alliance; but they 
were repulsed by the haughty demeanour of the 
new monarch, who required the humble snbnua* 
fiion of their master as his vassal. The bold and 
subtile barbarian dissembled his rage at this af* 
front, and patiently waited for an opportunity la 
take revenge on the hated Latins. This was not 
long wanted. The bad government of the differ* 
ent chiefs who had obtamed parts of the empire : 



AND THS CRUSADE9. 843^ 

ike disa^sknis which existed amoing them, pre- 
ventlBg their co*operatioii in any useful design ; 
the weakness of the Emperor, who could not mu8-< 
ter abOTe twenty thousand men to defend the vast 
extent of his territory, surrounded on every side 
hy active enemies, were all destructive of the 
means required for the estahlishment of the Latin 
powm* in die East. We may add to these consi* 
derations, ^at the feudal system was, under the 
pOB^icular drcnmstances of the empire, ill calculated 
to promote the objects of Baldwin or his associates* 
The principal reason of this, it may be reasonably 
eoDjectnred, was the conditions under which the 
present monarchy was established. The feudal 
system, though favourable in reality to the freedom 
cf the nobility, contained many outward signs of 
despotism. When a' king or a chieftain, whose 
superiority had been previously acknowledged, 
cimqueied a country, the whole warriors who ac- 
ceaipanied him, would Uot unwOlingly continue to 
obey him as their leader, or refuse to receive their 
lafids as hia tenants. The homage and other feu- 
dal services which they rendered him in token of 
Tusaalage, they had been prepared to give by the 
mtare of their previous service ; and though they 
would have hac^hdly repelled any infringement of 
their liberty in other respects, they were content 
to be ready at the warlike summons of a ruler 
wh&m they had before obeyed as a chief. But it 
w91 be at once seen, that in the case of Baldwin^ 
tfaedrcmnstances were very different from what they 
were in the old feudd monarchies. The princes 
who founded them were preeminently superior in 
rank to their followers, and the power or wealth they 
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already possessed, entailed tliei^i, Jieyeiid ^jpfl^iwN 
to the kingdoms they bad cooqaered^ . Baidv^in^AB 
Xhe cootraryi was only one nobleman among mwfi 
and a chief who, though great and valorous^ wm 
accompanied by chiefs whose grea|q($a8 and. t)|U 
Qur were not at all inferior. His appomUHent 40 
the thipne was by electioDi, — a mode of satUing a 
govdrnment which might snit either a repKb|ie» or 
a state composed of warriors alvirays seeking fw 
war, but one altogether opposed to the nattire mmI 
principles pf feudalism. The acknowledgement 
which the holders of fiefs made of. the so?ereigil 
authority, was as entire and decided as if he bad 
been in all respects an absolute mon^ch ; . it wm» 
an assemblage of rites, which CQnld hardly* wiUi 
eonjsistency, be performedi except, wh^ tbe-Utsg^ 
lord possessed an authority which "V^as of yawtiexi 
tent, and rendered venerable by antiqi|ity< K^ 
thing, therefore, could be less likelyi than ihataifeK-? 
0al government would prober, when th0 helkd omtd 
his superiority solely to the wilt of his comf^ciODl S 
or that he coul4 be long secure of th*. obedieiibM 
o( .vassals, who, in reaUty, felt themsebea bis 
equals. From this and sipilar caitse% the etefm 
of the Latins in Constantinople- was n^ver ^rniljr 
eettled, and the reign pf Baldwin w;as,eatl)r ^dmt 
turbed by the evils to which hjs ^tuation wm IImm 
exposed* Had it no( beent . however, for. jaav^net 
my more to be dreaded, than diese intenuti ciairiaii 
of weakness, the Latin? might, probably, Jiava.lvlM^ 
ied off for sometime the worst, <kf their djp0l«atic 
iroublesy and supported their autbotity in. tbff GmI^ 
^ilt time had given additional power to the rei^ 
ing dynasty. ; : . . 

A. D. 1205. To the courage and resentment. 
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Mrardfbrei of Calb-John, may be ascribed the fat^' 
aboek wbieh tbe empire received in tbe first era* 
•f ita eatabltsbment. That hardy chieftain, pka*' 
Biog bis measures with tbe most politic skiU, YVatdih' 
ed every motion of tbe Latin cbiefis, and took im**' 
mediate advantage of tbe discontents which werei 
l^nevalent in the provinces. Tbe expedition of 
Henry ef Hainanlt, the Emperor s brother^ into the 
eoxuitry beyond tbe Bospborus, was the signal for 
the Greeks to mn to arms« He carried with him 
• bunge part of tbe forces, on tbe constant union 
of wlnefa the safety of the state depended. The in* 
ravrection of the natives began at Demotica and Ad« 
tiano^e, of which the garrisons were expelled aftef 
lliair namber»had been frigbtfnQy thinned by slattgh*^ 
tfir; and tho principal part, Thrace, was almost in* 
tfeantly ovemm by the Bulgarians and tbe Comans, 4 
bittbareus horde of Tartars, with whom Joanice had 
Mmed.an alliance. The news of this insurrec* 
tini was received at Constantinople with feiuful 
fotebodings of its consequences ; and Baldwin setit 
mae a c ngers to bis^ brother to hasten batk to tb^ 
defence of tbe empire, instead of employing lii^ 
Ineea vat ibe pursuit of new acquimtions. In the 
iDemtkney be assembled tbe little army which fonof- 
bd tbe sole support of bis throne, and wbicH 
mkea united to that , of tb^ Venetians, amounted 
0Blf to* about ai3Cteen thotnand men. Prudence 
iMfMbad the necessity df awahing the return df 
'Henry^ .before any attempt was made to subdue 
A» insurgents and their allies; but th^ impatienee 
•«f tbe Emperor, and tbe bravery of tbe knigbts, 
«i^tedallcantiousinea8ures; and Baldwin,.follow^ 
<ed by the Doge, set out for Adrianople. 
^ * TiMraitmiiaB of, tbe provinces was deplorable. 

VOL. II. X 
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Snrromided on all sides by enemies, the ga wu wmi 
of the different towns and Tillages were unahlia !• 
gain any information of each other's fiftte, er t» 
concert measures of mutual defence. When BakU 
win arrived at Adrianople, he was joined by nnm* 
ben of the French or Venetians, who had with 
difficulty escaped the sword of the Greeks or Bul- 
garians ; hut the want of provisions was sore felt 
in the camp ; and the troops had to ravage the neigh^ 
bouring territory for the common means of s«p*» 
port. Scarcely were they disposed about the walla 
of the city, when the Tartars appeared in aigfav 
and began their desultory attacks. An order warn 
issued, that, on a signal being given, the knights and 
their followers should mount, and be in readiness 
for charging the enemy ; but that no one ofaomld 
pass the intreochments till a further signal wtts 
given for a general onset. The reason fer tiaa 
caution, was the mode of fighting employed by the 
Tartars, and who, it was suspected, had reeeived 
directions from Joanice to affect a flight, in order 
to draw the Latins from their camp into the open 
field. Notwithstanding the orders which had been 
issued by the chiefs, die policy of the BarbarauM 
was successful. At almost the first appearance of 
the enemy, the Count of Blois, who commanded 
the main body of the troops, rushed from the in* 
trenchments, and, after a short conflict, the Comana 
turned their horses and fled. Heated by success^ 
the Franks pursued them at die full speed of their 
chargers. For two leaigues the flight and pursnit 
were kept up with equal velocity ; when the Tar^ 
tars suddenly wheeled round, and encountered the 
Franks as they came up^ overpowered and breisthf 
less with fatigue. The attack was supported by 
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the knights with a bravery far superior to their 
pmdence» or present pawer of defence ; bat, while 
they were boldly defending themselves against the 
Comanst Joenice joined the latter with his forces, 
and theLatinSy surrounded and assailed by the sa« 
perior numbers of the enemy, strewed the ground - 
with their corpses. The Count of Blois, to whose 
teal valour the catastrophe was owing, continued 
to fight, though covered with wounds, and sinking 
kom loss of blood* When one of his foUoweva 
besought him to leave the field, he answered him, 
by praying to God that he might never be known 
to flee in battle : and he« and the knight who had 
followed him into the midst of the fray, were a 
few minutes after both slain. Baldwin, in the 
meantime, had brought up his troops to the en- 
eounter, and fought in a manner befitting an em- 
peror and the character he had formerly gained ; 
b»t after a useless conflict, which he continued to 
support when left alone on the field, he was taken 
prisoner, loaded with irons, and carried into cap- 
tirity, from which he was doomed never to return. 
• Calo- John, with more wisdom than chiefs of great- 
er renown have at all times shown, lost no time in 
following up the success he had thus obtained over 
his haughty foe. By the skill of the Marechal of 
Champagne and Romania, however, the retreat of 
ihe discomfited and diminished army was protected 
against his attacks. The siege of Adrianople was 
niised; and, after a hasty march, during every 
moment of which they were in danger of destruc- 
tloa, the Franks reached Rodosto, where they 
oiet the brother of Baldwin returned from his ex- 
pedition into the Asiatic provinces. The chiefs 
then held a council to deliberate on the melancholv 
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eondttioii -of ibetr afiB&ira, and Henry wbm n^upma^* 
mI Regent ; and most of the chevaliers expreated 
ibenradyes eager to return against the ensiny, and 
^tempt the delivery of Baldwin. But their e&- 
tbusiasm was not general. A great anniber of the 
knighta hade axlieu to Constantinople^ and returned 
to their own countries ; while the Greeks becMBe 
every daym^ore inclined to revolt, and Joaniee ]wf- 
4ned his career without any effeotual opponticHk 
At last the Latins bethought tliemselves of sotiia^ 
ing the aid of other European nobles und prinocnf 
and the Pope himserf added his exhortatitms to 
their requests, and summoned them to the aid of 
Aetr distressed brethren. He wrote, moreover, to 
Joanioe, desbing him, on the strength of his long 
professed: c^edience to ther Holy See, to reatofe 
Baldwin to liberty. In neither the one instanctt 
poT the other, however, was he sucoeaBful in his 
applications.. The princes of • Europe- were an- 
moved by either enthusiasm or ambition to under* 
take an expedition to Con^antinople ; and th^ 
Bulgarian ebtefs retmned for answer, that tbe Em# 
peror bad died in prison* Several romantic ae» 
counts ai*e given of the circumstances which al^ 
tended the unfortunate Baldwin s captivity ; sneb 
89, his having received an ofier of freedom ^om tiie 
Queen of Bulgaria, who was enamoured of his 
person, but whose addresses he virtuously reject^ 
e^} They are, however, usually treated as fables; 
and the only fact which appears to be well aseer^ 
tained, is his death while in the power of Joanioe^ 
- A. D. 1206. When this circumstance was certain^ 
•iy known in Constantinople, Henry of Hainault'ww 
proclaimed suecessor to the throne. He obtaiiMd 
ifhe Imperial. power when it was reduced -.tot its 
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linrest degree, and it appeared inpoMible tliat it 
vfaonld be much longer preserved to the Latins. 
'Henry was left without any of the distinguished 
men who had founded the empire, to support him 
in his elevation. The venerable Doge of Venieey 
to whom it was owing that the Franks ever gave 
laws to the Greek empire, died about this time. 
Hie Marquis of Montferrat, who, after a slight 
dispnte with Henry, had given him his dau^ter 
in marriage, was soon Biter killed in a battle with 
the Bulgarians, and his head carried as a trophy 
of victory to their chief. The excellent Villebar^ 
donin also, it is observed by Gibbon, ceases to 
pursue his history with the events of this period, 
and ^* his voice seems to drop, or to expire. " 
Four of the first men, therefore, among the Franks, 
and those whose rank and capacity were alone snf* 
ficient to keep the rest together, were thus lost at 
almost the same time. Baldwin, Dandok>, Boni* 
fece of Montferrat, and the Marechal of Cham- 
pagne, are conspicuous throughout the history of 
^is period, as the only characters worthy of at- 
tention. They were bold and politic ; in many 
instances they exhibited the talents of able gene- 
rals ; and when the mass of their followers were 
inclined to the most pernicious violence, they em- 
ployed all their power and authority to diminish 
the evil they had produced. The generous pa- 
triotism of Boniface was more than once mani- 
festeil in his conduct towards his successful rival. 
. The Emperor was ready, on all occasions, to defend 
his followers at the risk of his own life, and is de- 
scribed by his cotemporaries as not being more 
courageous than he was kind-hearted and virtuous* 
Villehardottin appears to have united, in his pecaoiv 

x2 
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Aioie' vdiota and prudence, together wkh great 
descriptive powers, than could be found combined 
in any other man among the crasaders^ excepting 
the Doge. That celebrated republican was worthy 
p{ the respect which the powerful state over wbic^ 
lie presided rendered him ; and in saying this, . v^ 
give him the praise which bes^ ijidicate his virtnet 
jmd talent8« Henry Dandolo had the chimolrous 
iieroism of the monarchs of bis age, and the noU^ 
port of a sovereign, with the mod^ation, the cool, 
cautions wisdom, and the sternness of principli^ 
and manners, which belong to a republican. 
' The brother of Baldwin, when he mounted tlie 
throne, thus saw himself the last of the heroe» 
Who had inspired a small army of I^atins with snf« 
^ent confidence, to attempt the conquest of 9 
vast empire. But he possessed a large portion of 
the talents and excellent qualities which distin- 
gnisbed the great men of whom we have beea 
speaking ; and he supported an arduous struggle 
i^fainst his enemies, when a sovereign of less aln** 
lity would have been obliged at once to yield 1^ 
bis throne, or would have fallen an early victim t» 
his temerity. Fortunately for him, Joanice, hy 
his cruelty to the Greeks, drove them into a coun- 
ter rebellion, and they voluntarily submitted thenoi- 
selves to the new Emperor. The Bulgarians next 
entered into ao alliance with Lascaiis, whose esta* 
btishmcnt at Nice has been already mentioned; 
and who seemed again in a condition to contest 
the prize with Henry. But Lascaris was. hated an- 
much by many of his followei-s as by his ene* 
mies; and, while encamped before ThessalouicSyr 
to which dty be had kid siege^ he waa stabbed 
€m nigjlit in his teiiti 
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Hefrj sueoeeded in makipg peace with Lasca- 
m and die descendants of Joanice, by which means 
be secured, himself leisure to attend to the inter- 
iial oSam of his dominions. The policy which he 
jempiayed to appease the angry feelings of the 
Cv^ekih has been greatly and deservedly praised. 
He justly attrihut^ed iiuich of the misery^ which 
bad been experienced in the reign of his brother, to 
the oppresMon which the people had suffered ox^ 
account of their religion^ Refusing to be insti<* 
gated by* the narrow and selfish views of the Ro« 
mish clergy, he distributc^d Justice with an equal 
band among all classes of his subjects. The dis- 
tinction also of Frank and Gieek, as regarded the 
enjoyment of public offices and emoluments^ was 
no longer kept up ; and by tb^se, and other wise 
fieasures of a similar kind» he raised his authority 
%o the highest degree of secuiity it was capable o£ 
attaining.^ His reign^ which lasted for only tea 
years, forms a subject well worthy of study ; but 
Ui pursue this branch of history any further, would 
lead us from the immediate object of the work, 
and we must return to the account of the &Sam 
of Syria. 

Before, however, concluding the brief detail 
whach has been given of the above events, it may 
be worth remarking, that they furnish an excellent 
index to the manners and state of feeling wbich 
then prevailed in Europe. The power of the Pope, 
it may be learnt from the recital given, was great- 
hf diminished, not only in Italy, but in other 
countries. With regard to the maritime cities of 
t)ie former, they are seen defying his authorityi^ 
tt|dpBrBui|ig[. measures in direct opposition to the 
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policy of the Roman See. Tim would bd- ks9 
worthy of a particalar obtserration, were it not for 
one circumstance which merits especial attentioii, 
namely : that the states, which, before the thir^ 
teenth century, thus resisted the power of die 
Pope» and in a great nteaanre threw off their idl^ 
giance, were republics. Instances had occurred in 
hiuch earlier times of this opposition to Papal despo- 
tism ; but they were the result of great pride, llcen* 
tiousness, or ambition in monarchs, and were as ma- 
nifestations of what the people thought, or how they 
were disposed to resist the great head of the churdi* 
It appears indeed certain, that no such dispositioD 
even existed among the populace, till the republics 
of Italy set the example. The independence of 
those free states, as it resulted from the growing- 
intelligence of the community, so was it exhibited 
in all the. acts of the goremment ; and the resoln- 
tion with which the Doge pursued his designs, not- 
withstanding the threats and prohibitions of tfao 
Pope, represented the true feeling of the people 
in regard to the Pontiff's power. Their neglect 
of his threats was the effect of cool, 8ob«r delibe- 
ration — ^the triumph of freedom and intelligence 
orer popular superstition and its promoters. The 
readiness with which the Venetians united with 
the French and the other crusaders, in deprecating 
the wrath of the Pope, after they bad completed 
their designs, was dictated by sound policy, and 
bore no marks of either fear or enthusiasm. The 
Pontiff was still regarded by their allies with the 
deepest veneration ; and it would hare been im- 
prudent and useless to awaken their dislike, when 
no farther object was to be attained by opposi*^ 
lion. 
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f . LewniDg bad iM»t yet spread sufficient light over 
the states of Europe, to make men see the bene* 
^ which would result from ^e cultivation of the 
9it»f or the superior value of riches produced by 
tfte regular and wealthy exertion of national 
^trongtbt to the most splendid conquests made in 
warlike expeditions. The thorough contempt of. 
the Franks for learning wns indicated al Constan-^ 
ti]u»ple, by their making the supposed erudition of> 
the Greeks an. object of ctmstant lidioule. . Tho; 
little notion which the princes and barons had of» 
ifBproving their resources or rank, by the improre^ 
pent of their territMies, is still further manifesV 
by the promptness with which they forsook them 
i|t the call of avarice or ambitionf The most cer- 
tain sign of barbarism in such princes being the 
Cpieility with which they can be persuaded to pur* 
sue the first prize that is held out to them, at the 
liak of ruining their subjects, and draining their, 
posaessions of all the resources they enjoy. 
, Of the general state of morals at this period, we 
have a lamentable picture, in the circumstancea 
fvhich followed the taking oi Constantinople. The 
violences which were then committed, exceeded 
in horror the frightful scenes of the earlier cru« 
sades, and could only have been perpetrated by 
iiien prepared for the commission of the dark-* 
est crimes. At no period either was the re* 
instance of the Greeks sufficiently obstinate to 
piovoke this fury in their conquerors. They were 
pneillanimous, and soon beaten ; and the destruc* 
jkion of their homes, therefore) and the slaughter of 
Iheasselves after the battle was won, were unjusti- 
liable eve» by the maxims of warfare* To increase 
lit Jiorror, alsoy of these transactions, we are re- 
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minded, thronghont the detftil, tliat they oecatlMt 
in a war of Chrfstians with Christians, and danA^ 
an expedition which had been commenced for llle 
delivery of Christians fh>ili oppression and distress. 
The only excttoe which these warriors <if iHw erdSs 
could make for their barbarous excesses, was, that 
though their vtetims were Christians, they halleW* 
ed a Patriarch instead of a Pope. This, in fee^ 
was the strongest plea ' which most of the lead«M 
set up to justify ^eir invasion of the country; and 
the independence of the Gteek ' church made ita 
unfortunate members as heathen men in their aigirt* 
What are we to think of a system which could 
thus colour the most horrid barbarities with a pre^^ 
tended sanctity, and snifer its disciples tostippese, 
that, in propagating it, they might employ the 
worst passions that can inflame the heart? The 
Pope, it is true, in the present instance* depredit^- 
ed the measures of the crusaders ; but it appeiSra 
that the opposition resulted from his anger against 
the Venetians ; and even if we allow it to liave 
proceeded from the purest motives, the system^ 
self appears in equal deformHy — its corruption not 
being the less, because it sometimes occaMoned 
more evil than its promoters were Willing to ju^ 
tify. 

The effects which the possession of Constanti- 
nople produced on the manners and opinions of 
Eufope, were at iirst but slightly felt, and, it is 
probable, were less beneficial than hurtful. The 
conquerors had so little veneration for the nobi4 
monuments of art winch fell into their hands; tbat 
they had given most of them up to destractlo^; 
and their authority was assailed by so mainir danl- 
gers, that they had no time for cultivatifig tile ftd^ 
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▼imtii^peB which thek new empire offisred for awak- 
emng a love of literature and the sciences. Those 
ef the Latins, therefore, who returned to their own 
countries in the early years of the conquest, bore 
with them no new lights, or increased nieans for 
the disseninaticm of the truth. They had revelled 
for a tfaie in gross, intoxicating luxury ; but they 
had leamt none of those refined and softening arts 
whieh, if they sometimes minister to sensuality, 
ahvi^ subdue barbarism, or lessen its fierceness. 
The licentiousness which the events of the war 
had encouraged, was thus transplanted in the West, 
and tended much more to the corruption of the 
people, than the enlarged possessions of the barons 
did to their authority. ^ 

. If we are to look, therefore, for any important 
raaidts from this conquest of the Latins, it must 
be in their subsequent history, when the empire^ 
having be«i some years established, opened a wide 
field for commercial speculation ; and a settled in- 
terconise was carried. on between Europe and the 
East, not for adventure, but for profit or informa- 
tion. If the Greek Emperors had been inclined 
tio peace, and had suffered the Latins to hdd free 
intercourse with their dominions, all the advantages 
which resulted from this war would have been se- 
cured at a much earlier period ; and Europe might 
have been enlightened with Grecian literature, and 
enriched by Eastern wealth, while the empire stood 
firm, and remained an insurmountable barrier to 
Mabometanism. But the weakness and ignorance 
of the Emperors seem to have forbidden this pro- 
fitable intercourse ; and the conquest, therefore, of 
Constantinople by the Latins, was the only means 
by which it could be sefared. 
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• Lookiiig at the eyents which have been related/ 
in tbiB light they occupy an important place in th^ 
general history of Europe. Modem civilization la 
the product of a long and complicated seriei of 
circumstances. To trace them to their origin, and 
estimate their respectLve influence, is one of the 
highest and most useful employments of "tile un- 
derstanding. The causes which produce the ame- 
lioration of our race are not always^ perhapa-jw 
rarely> those which firat attract attention.; aod'H 
tharefore often happens, that an importance is at- 
tached to events which they, in reality, do not 
possess. The stream may be troubled, without its 
aoona being changed ; tad its fountain- may be 
made sweet or bitter, without any difference being 
perceptible on its snrfece. When this is ih% case, 
the carelass observer reaps only error from Mk itt« 
^ry. Fortnnately, however, thei'e are certaiti 
great events, which form land'^raarks 'in these- ia* 
Jvesligations, or: divide ^ke greilt vohmie ofrlmli&ali 
Uatovy into chaptora. The subjection of ^ the QreA 
•empire to the Latins may. be considered as one <if 
Ihese oconcrences, and as having pow«rftiIly jqie* 
vatad on die Gtviliaaitioai of Eofdpe. 
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CHAPTER X. 

'MB» OF BRIZmrK KtACTED EIlVO OP 7KftVSALEM.^-IVV>ASI0y 
<OV »»Trr.«>-<!OMQUKST OF^SAMmVA.— niEDBBIC II. A1V]> TBS 
nrXH CMTSADE.—- UUIVFTIOK OF MQ«UL TAKTASS.*— FAIL Of 

JERUSALEM. 

.A. D. 1215. The events which occurred between 
the accession of Heniy to the throne of Constan- 
tiaoplor and the period at which we resnme the 
^thread of our narratiTe, form a fitting link to the 
two epochs. Before proceeding, therefore, to de* 
>tail the final measures of Innocent to accomplish 
■another crusade, it will be proper to give a brief 
j£connt of ' the ekcnmstances under whidi he un- 
dertook this arduous enterprise* 

The minds of men had undergone a great and 
wonderful change since the first crusades; and^anud 
the constant struggles for freedom, the eager en* 
.deavours after wealth, and the growlJi of com- 
merce which marked this period, enthusiasm had 
less nourishment, and was more unnatural in its 
operations. It may be remarked, perhaps, with- 
• out error, that both superstition and enthusiasm, 
when they appear in times comparatively enlight- 
ened or civilizedf are always far wilder, more dan* 
. geroue^ or baser, . than in ages of more general 
darkness. Certain it is, that some of the occur- 
rences wbidi preceded the crusade we are about 

VOL. II. Tf 
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to describe, were hardly equalled by thoae wlikli, 
we regard with most astonisbmeat in the nanatiTd 
of the former. 

Innocent continued to exert himself with ud* 
diminished feryour in the cause of Pale8tiae» not^. 
withstanding the fiedlure of his original pro|ect. 
The heariest sins wepe iM»aed for» in the jndg^ 
ment of the church, by the promise of a pilgnniv 
4i§e{ monar^^bs Jiad an oyportnoity cf a ecyri n g t)»% 
aapfMrt of the whole pooti6cal aMthoiitf bfr thm. 
mxm meeam ; and the anare of the Holy Fnufcer mwm 
extended in affection towards all, whatever wigfat 
be their station or character, who were ready 
to Miite with the Christmis of Syria. But, uo* 
iMtanately for the sucobsb ^ the undertridii^ 
the situation of the great E«ropea& States pref«»^ 
ed ^eh: princes from Mttesding to thfe tipjpliisatioft 
«f the P^tiC fbmoe was «inptoyed ^xmtjaiuiHy 
in deCMarding herself against the Mtaeia of Ba^- 
Ismd, <or llie allies «f iMs 4Boantry««Mi Phil^ jM^ 
IfMttts, w^ was the «M«t fi^Ma anonaNb «f hk 
times, had too many profecus fat tfgmM amg ttm 
ki^gdotn, «o engage itt n «r«sade. Ger»«qr«wa8 
alt ^1^ isame time distramed hy th» ^enteaitma (Of 
the Emperor Otho, whiMn the Pope p ttuw a sii widi 
ins weightei^ maledvetkinsy' mud ^^demek il^ 
whom he at lengi^ suceeeded in «eailnig on ilie 
ilirime* €a«»es eq>Hal]y important kepc J^ifglaMi 
oupt of the field. It was the meweBtoiui ta rt ti ^iiy 
of her liberties ; and widle Join hwi neMer lin 
'imefiDs nor sufficient enthusiasm for engaging in 
^the designs of Hie churdi, the bwraM «f fingliMd 
had aH their aiHlour and reiM^u^n loUy ^afikPfBid 
in lihe contest for their greii^t Charter. 

The East presented a ?ery difoiOBt spectiKdote 



Ailtf <rf Europe^ In tfe« tetter, wa see orif the oIh 
jM9 t4» lAick tlM» Mibiti«R of fM<iiiti^ or tetm^n 
Mfeiin^ lo?9«f 6iM4<im> 9179 eon^tant Ufe wA «e* 
tlWtyw The f<Nitter teimw ih% mind with tm« 
wHM tali tnpenmtwml ap^nmees) and terrible 
sigmb of Difkie tngen 3elh EgTpt luid Syria 
hidi ef }|it0, be«i anl^ected tio^iJb mosti awM mi* 
wAom 9f fiMine and pesiileAee. The regular oi^ilr^ 
H^viiVoftbeNUe hating bceoi uiterr«pt«4) tbelaad 
hmi tr^ey wheie ibeappearaMJe of adrjr and steiAe 
iHMamewi. The con juMliiU other predn^ktoaft 
tf tfad earA were bfimt «»p by the enn, and aa* 
Ihfflig^ remafoad on the gtovmdhwi a tiule ttilberad 
gtaas^ or parehed amibUe. Even this Telnso of Ae 
fieMa wae apaevMIy exhaust^ by the aFxetohM 
ntMmdee thttt tbroaged 4ia tmmsfn . In Tiuii 
thaf %!ttano4 plaui alMr pbva in aMrdi of tbo 
coarsest prodnction of nature. The auaa dry and 
teniing air evvrf where plievaifed ; net a eivip of 
bad «9kild b0 diecoTet«d thalielmed the anu^yNl 
tigan of fertlHty; and the earth beeaaie dtfiif meto 
aflAt for anppMing Ufe< 
' TbdI'dAifMaf wliKiipiirsiiedtii*f«wiiii^ 
fiMft di«» cecaar of tfie land to ihe oilhef, wta cen^ 
v«ted info a fiandirii m^dnteai aa their etren^h. 
deoftyed, Soine^ raahing to tim depoiitariea of 
Ae dea4 tOf« the eovpass lo piecQ«b wd saitimfied 
^Rir innigar widt the imgni^iitii ; others flew afMtt 
the 4^ontpaakioa of ^mt maery, and, mmdering 
tbeaiN deffOQifed tiieir roaiainit* Wofnen^ ia ihe 
same nwinan skmf hisred their tnlMata ; aad w 
one day, ihirtf mberaUe feinalee were oanTiQted 
aiGdeoriaf hafingkilkdandea^sichildmi. Theee 
▼iaiMioiia of n«laf» iatireaaed the herror of the 
ptiMic "^fttudbalieai hod bootoie eo coiiiaiQa,.tha^. 
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the pncttoe was regarded with indifibrenee ; Initr 
a raging pestilence began to asBatl the victtnie, and 
haaten their fate. As they wandered about, hundreds 
perished in the streets and roads ; and the cities 
of Egypt were filled with heaps of bodies, wfaidi 
lav corrupting on the ground for want of burial. 
More than a million of people perished before this 
calamitous famine ceased ; and the misery whieb 
it produced extended itself through SyfvtL, threat- 
ening both the Christian and Mussulman pro- 
irinces with devastation. To complete the melait-^' 
choly picture, we hare only to mention, that w 
destructive earthquake followed dose upou'tbeae 
miseries, and in its ravages overthrew and en- 
gulfed whole cities. The strongest fortresses were 
shaken to the ground ; and the walls and towevs^ 
of Balbec, Ptolemais and Damascus, crumbled be^- 
aeath its scourge. 

The distresses occasioned by these convulsioBs 
of nature were amply sufficient to place the Sy- 
rian Christians in the most deplorable situi^iaon. ' 
But to these causes of misery, they added others > 
of their own producing. The rindry which bad' 
long existed between the two great onders of dli-^ 
valiy, manifested itself in open acts* of hostilt^* 
ty ; and, in the contentions which took place be* * 
tween the chiels of the different provinces, tbey 
espoused opposite sides, and fought against each 
other with as much fury as against the infidels. The 
truce, also, which had been made with the Saracensy 
was near its termination, and was now so badly < 
kept, that engagements were continuity taking 

^ between the two peopte. The death of tW 
r King of Jerusalem increased the cdnfosiow' 
pvsviiled, and rendered it necessary for iha : 
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mmuum mSe/lf liial HMssas^t sbould he tnhc« fer 
potluig «&»• into a better enter. To M» objeet 
tiie pmcifMil bereoe end kaigbto mra m lengtl^ 
bidvced to devolB tkeir attufetioa ; end i\mY pro** 
oeeded te the dioiee of a enecfaieor to Amettiy* 

The emmni .of Jenmileiii hed deeeeeded by in^ 
IwrileDoe to the danghter of the late KiogcAnd 
leriie&ku Urn prioeesis howeyer^ wa* nnfitledK 
hedi b^ afs aad sex, far the statioii to which bei^ 
fafrtb elerated her; leid it was the pradeuf; deter* 
mbwlsoii (Of tbs barona to ei|MMi«e her to some- 
wrnoiv who might be ohl^ to defend tbe little 
lamaaiit of theb cgaqaeeti. Either mistmting 
tb^ mm eanragOi or feanng to excite a «pint A 
jeaJeasy, they agveed tp leave tbe eboice of thmr 
kbg to Philip AngMtna ; end ambasaadora were 
ahorfilf after deapatohed to Fnooe^ to aaake their 
deairea known to that monaroh. ChiTnlry waa 
Qo longer depeadefit for its anpport on religieoa 
attthnwaani; and the obeerrer of ita pregreaa, and 
of^ k» eiSbeta ofi aeeiety^ will find it useful to 
leerk tbe change- which • had thna occurred in 
ita ebwaetaiw The age of deep, imaginative, ift< 
tenee deeetioii, waat ea we have aeen, rapid- 
ly ■ paaaing away* Moat of tbe feeHnga which 
it bad fer a tia» readenad natural to Uie heart, 
weoe* declining with it; and if chivalry bad not 
been gradually atseagtheaing ita cemtection with 
royalty^ and all the pomp and glery of prince-* 
ly ^urta, it wouki have veniahad long before 
ita neat aplendid eraa. But aa it loet sonie of 
ita graver end more icnprestive cbaraeteriatioa, it 
daBy acfuiied greater external brilliaaey ; and tbe 
leegjMifieeace wjiioh waa diffuaed >over the wbele 
ioetjitationy entiaely supplied at last the place r 

y2 



soft HI8TOBY 0£ cviFJoar, 

ili deTOtioBftl featwes. Every age g«re 
finesh indication of this akention in tfe jdiametor^ 
of chivalry ; and the circumatanoe we a«e Eehaing 
aenres to iUuatrate the opimon noir adraaeed* iW 

CbrialianB of Syria had itft -rliamiHon /miffiriiinthri 
diatrnguished or meritoriima aMonft^ljMt «iek haad^ 
of th^ ovm TemplaiB os TTniijiiiflihiw no anlilfi 
presented hisia^y led only by the aandilyfof lot 
loiighthoody aa the deroted chief of the frithfoi^ 
and they had to eeek for a Kiag«^>.tfao Hofy« Qit^ 
among the gay and ambitioiiB ooarMrs^of ^aneo^i: 
The choice of Philip^ to wh<aa the depiitiaB hod 
entirely refeired the election, fell o]»;Jidm 'of 
Brienae, whose brother had gained great gloiyv 
Imt loat his life in the conquest of N^es^ Jolui 
bimself was one of the moat yaliaat knighta of 
ChristendoBiy and eagerly bent <m any adventnno 
which might increase either his fortano orrepnta** 
tion. " He- bad been originally intended^ for the 
church ; bat his fiery disposition rejected the idela 
of living in idleness and tcaaqaillity^ and'faowaa 
allowed to follow las natural inclinaticnu Hhe 
offer of a crown was as^ splendid a testimoB^^aa 
bis worthy as it was flattering to hia imagiaatiaik 
It asBodated him with the pious heroes whose 
memory was hallowed thrcmgho^ the werld:)iia 
seemed to promise him a renown equally, wideamd 
lasting as theirs ; and the difficoltiea with whiah 
he might have to contend, were such as it befitted a 
knight always to meet undaunted. That the priae 
of royalty was to be given him by a young pnooess^ 
whom romance might fairly invest witb all the 
49hann8 of beauty, added not a Utile to hia eelhia- 
aiasm; and John of Brieane accepted the hooi^ 
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fHib ii(i«my.diobun$ioBB of dvretedaen't^Ae caiiM' 
of J«fiiMliiBi and its Qqmd. 

Had .the new chompion of ^ Sepnklue been 
aU« to accooBpligfa his design of proeeeding Uy 
%iia at the head of an army, he might have ptD^ 
flnoed a* eeoaideisble' change in the ntoalian of hia 
oppBPiised suhjacta. TheSaraoma, anrpriaed iril' 
the coai d enc e which the ChnetiaiiB eeemed to 
place 10 their expected monaseh, o&red to lengthen 
theiraeo ; hat, notwidittandiiig the pemiaBiona of> 
the HoapitaUetB, and the indefennblo condition of- 
the iMthfnl, the propoaition was prondly refected ;* 
and the. arriral of John of Brienne was the atgrnd: 
fw conunencing hostilities. ' Instead, however, of 
appearing at the head of a nvmerons host, .ho wna 
folU>#ad hy only three hnndred knights ; and the 
fesimties of his marriage and - coronation were 
scarcely eondoded, before he had to defend' him^ 
self agaiast the formidaUo attacks of the enemy* 
The Sanoana fonght with all the advantages of. 
snmbers and good sapplies on their side; and> 
Christian valonr was obliged to yield to these 
yoweriid auxiliaries. In a short tiase, the domi* ' 
jiioBS.«f John were reduced to the single city of 
Ptolomab; and there was no reason to hope that 
ahie laal reaort of the believeia conld hold ont long - 
ngaanst the MatHmn. Deputies were therefore sent 
to Ettiope to implore sncconra of the princes who 
aiill pretended to^roTerenee the land of Palestine.. 
The final rnin of the Christian territory there, most' 
mvidently^ shortly foUow, if liiia aid were denied; 
ntid i£'it were ever a diMty of believom to fight for 
tfaoaacnd'bir^*lMMi of thnr Saviour, it waa espe* 
datty aotnow,. when k appeared leady'to lidl for 
over into the hands of the infideL 
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agitated both by religiiNM aad ckil ooatentieiHU 
Asa raMHasi pcnecnuwMaf na iiiaigQBasay wbka 
wave jttat caiBiiMii«ad» filed the toath of iVaaoe 
wtiii dimtajr and taia. ignoiraiice, 8npefata«ia% 
aaMi acclawaalkil tjrranny^ formed the tri^ wtamt^ 
of I l a faim aai ia thaaa days; aad they whe ^wa» 
tared aa tarn their eyes to the dsy-spnag; of tralh^ 
daoaied to dastraeliaa, the nrooietit they 
thevaslrei antighaened. Had ifa- moto 
1m aalar lato daimla act imiirtiaffBly ocanaclaA 
with ' the- ciasadas in Syria^ the ivais eaniad ohi 
mgmmft 'the early opposers ef papal cwmpliaa* 
amaUaerta sa araH to ittostiato the ehaiaater o^ 
tkm aga, that we ahoaM widi dtfficaky rsMa 
Upaaa ^digresaiag iato their history. The piiiicip)e% 
lamaTar, in which these peiaecatioiM ImhI their 
riaa» the arihigled imaticisBi aad eemptaoa by* 
which they *ware aarttoedy may he aaffieieatly ua^- 
derataad ^taa 'a memorable ^QieamstoBee wbioh 
aaaamd aboat this time. 
' While laaecens was mgantly paasniag hie asa**' 
s«as for raiaiBg an armament, and had ae fa r at ^* 
oaeded ia his attempts, that many theasaada «f • 
the.peaple wers roaaed to the hi^ieal^piieh of itt* 
utom aBt, the fooling which had deseaaded ftnaai' 
the pontiff to the malaitode, was thenae traaa«i 
fawad into the hsarts «f children, who wereel»' 
lowed toTeoeive it as* a Dime inspirstioiu It^ 
seems scarcely ondibl% hat it is a wall<«ttasted 
historical fisot, that no less than My thevtosid* 
chaldant of Fraaoa and Germaay aaramcd the 
orass, aad set forth for Palestiaa. The arighl «f 
this stcaage cnsnde is diffisrently described by the 
authors who have gtten aay aoeomit of the 4iccaf^ 
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nmis^* ^By somevit^is^Biid) tbftt ^ yotmg en-i 
i h a wMto IhmL no kiBtigaior hut their' own .«nul»: 
idngtnatiiNM ; Iwit otbera, wkQ' appear ttt faa^frgaiM-; 
ed the greater, cvedit, assert^ tbat infFiaace tliep 
a weaa faied ait the oall of two eceleMaHlwcw who had. 
keferiy .nitiiroed:fi!OiB captivity in the £a^ Tfaeaei 
jHiestS' recovered their, hhi^rty, it iaaaul» hy'pn(H< 
misisg to- famish the XMd Man of the .Mo^taiiB%: 
wjio« held, them in bondage, a certain n«mbea?Qlr 
Bsrapean yoittfae, to he traiaad up in Ina avmmt 
In Gennany, the aepnan thonsiad children. iwhia; 
pfapaied themsfdvea for Mm eamaoiiikit) "wmtn 
iMaded> 1^ one Nicholae, hy aoma wriaen .man**/ 
tioned aa alao « prieet^i fay othava aa oidyra,ya«i|ft^.; 
not nmch anperior in either age> or aanae t» the 
i«ak *The bonoor witk 'which he waa£tBeaiad%hy 
hia followraa eleveied him hayond maaaore* . Mtm*. 
ing aaated him on aaoitof tiimDphal.car^ "tfaey^i 
praaBedneoabdihia pareon, as if it deearved^fae 
moat '*eTereattiaL> cara ; -and ha was nearly onea^/ 
whehnad by the nmabera wsho aonghft^to poaaaaat 
thaaaaehresrof aome fisegmeat of hk .garments, ot' 
of anyitiiing tidiich he had aaadaned stKsad hfpm^'. 
eeeeiBK.;* < • . 

Whateyer was the immadtata modae wfaieh in* t- 
dnead fiuiatieiBm or ia^KM^nre to ftepum tiMse 
TielBBB for dastanetioay the design, in a cartaim 1 
sanae, aoaeeeded. Traveraing Sarony, and making i 
their wigr 'through the toilsome pasaes of the Alps,/ 
tha Giarnans arrived at Genoa,' where their pra^M 
saMao^ezoited ahe most lively astonishment. The ' 
Frandiy in the mean time, 'were collected near > 
IWe» whenoa they, aet out ier MarweiHeny and 
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MdndliMcAtjrfplthdat any dumnotiMt ofvlMr 
avdovr. Tbaiotift •f^ f^^iBg cr«Htdem Mbh 
<Miiwi»y iMiHBkiiimi impraMioiii sf tlvfvtMtti tftut 
jMtMmm ht' p u yq mgiuw^ 9tt(iip«vt' *^ O Lofd 
J«Hia C^rkll VMloie to «8 thy oroM» ^ #«b tibtir 
iMWtint orjr* When tiny imv arind W8) pgi» *' 
mig tta Isaniliaa 9f ifafeir jouniey^ ** Ta tMc; 
tito Hi^ LsaAi ** WM thelf reply; «1 if a»y iif 
ikam wwB deOuMd by thor Mendt of "jfrnms^ 
tmti fmimdag the dia gn ,- lh«y Mtopkiywk •vdpjr 
flUtOlliii^ kaoMMM in fvJwDing tMr D»fttp#t 
vinmuk NbimtlufdMig^ iidwvrer, the reM«tiev' 
wkli ^vMcIt lh^ had bome the fiattgnaa ctf tiitf 
jKiaay, timy paeaeiiaad a nliaanibla «|i«olaci9 lb 
«Im kbabiaaDta of Geaott and MameBlea, wiian 
A#[r aaatmidad vndar the tviiHfl «tf thoie dtian; 
S«ntafeil diaaalttta wratdMa d balii attcaa htdy&ttt 
edtiiabaaidaootheivay; and ^ pekMr fmt W 
tlM clikhmi arase deafraibd ol tbeir dalhingv w^ 
iihaaiiiar Mttle atoiaa tihay . paa aoa a e di Sontf-af 
thaaa had atfajmi fraat tha haataa Miek| aid ahat*' 
dared iliKMit till they paiMied wkb ih%iie car hmm' 
gar; and tha athaca^apdaodeifoila aa maob pi^ 
TiatioB and miaery, that they all seemed e qaaBy * 
daanaad «a aa aatimdy aaaL 
' The a|Hfitaaf the aa faituaa ta chikhan had haaai^ 
keptr-ap to thia pa«iod> by iha aaep^ctatioa tiw^' 
miiaeka alt the mrmA; actraofdinary kind laaaild ha 
wvaagbt in tfaair finrenr. It ma their oonidiBit 
b^iaf, thai^ when thay aiiifad an the ahoraf af * 
tha MedJaatTamaii) thay aboidd find the w a aa aa 
dtiad ap» aad a paah made for them ibiaagh ihia^ 
bad of the oaa. On diacofarii|g that the warrai ' 
bad not changed their conrae, the hopes of the 
cniaaders received ^-^ tt s M a iaW ^ ebeck; and at 



tioMatfMf wsm ^rew» ist^ AiU greater jiiiMP 
vMBUHi> by liiB tSeoate'e Mmng an order for liieiir 
^t tymum^ from the ciiy> A rery few ImkI tlitt geod 
fei^one^i wtc re t same o^ ihe klMibilaBto in their 
iiMroHr ; end thsv ere said to ha)f« heMi the enoee^ 
^19 ef aorae 6if the Beblest iemiHee in Italy. The 
mt Buiered the Bame wiseneB, m eade awu tai g t^ 
ivtnMA to their hemes, ea they had endefKoae la. 
their preriooe jonraey. in tfce fillagee tbnNigh 
which they paaMwl, they m^n deiided ea idiele^ 
and when aslied tHiat had ndaced them to )eav% 
thair eanntryy they repliedi they eovld not teM 
what» Hunger and fetigae epared few of these 
'vietims to the barharoMs enom of the age ; and 
they perished either in the waods^ or p a spcs of thi» 
noontaiaB throogh whieh ^y endeatonred to ind 
liieir way* 

1%e troop whieh had airif«d eS MarseiUea shaMd 
-ftokmlar fete. Thear espeotations had been the 
aame with regard to tbeikyiag op cf the aea; and 
the miracle fiaKog, they had no meaaa of proae* 
anting thehr design. A number of them yielded 
to the disappointmenty and renamed home; baa 
tihe greater past roDiaiaed mudoasly ioehing fea 
«ay opportanisy of passi^ the sea to 8yHa. In 
this aitoatiffia «hey were fomid by two merehaata 
of the •eity> whose naoses are not iae pp t icahle to 
their diaraeten. Uagh Feraene and WUlia^i 
Fotvna carried on « oottsideiiible trade w«th the 
fiameeaa, and loand no aftide of e onwn e ff co omub 
profitaMe than Enropeen y a a m hs . The oppoitn* 
nity now ofcre d them, of entering laigely mto -a 
ipocalakion of this land, was not to be negfeeted; 
and they pri^iosed to the deluded claldran> to ta^ 
▼ey them in yessehiof their own to the place of 
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4«9liM^n. D6T<Maaa W98 the e^ wotitm n^kk 
theae wretches professed to have ia yi^W4-«Bd 
.their plan succeeded to admiration. The cmaaders 
accepted their ofiFer with many expressions of ,gr»- 
titude. The miracle, in one sense, seemed.acooip- 
plished ; and they joyfully embarked in the seven 
.vessels prepared for their ^reception. At the close 
of the second day a yk>lent storm arose, and the 
.fleet, which had a|^roached the island of St H* 
erre, was threatened with instant destmclion. Two 
of the ships were swallowed up by the wavea^ and 
all on board perished. The other . five managed 
to outlive the .storm» and were carried intp the 
p<Hts of Alexandria and Bngi, where the. cmsaden 
were landed, ^d immediately sold for slaves. The 
.Caliph of Egypt bought forty, who are said to 
have been all in holy orders, by which, however* 
we are not to understand that they were older 
than the rest, the church of Rome CLonferring con- 
secration at a very early age. These yonng elerJ^ 
. .were brought up by their master with the gr^ateiit 
^care, but if we are to believe, the commi^n report 
of the chroniclers, not one of the captives could 
be prevailed on to renounce his religiopi. Of the 
remainder, twelve perished as martyrs to their 
^fidth ; and the few who succeeded in veadiing Ptp- 
Jenaais, amazed the Christians of that city with 
,their ipelancholy recital. . Accustomed as the faith- 
ful had been to miracles and prodigi^, they could 
•not account for this strange expedition;, and it ia 
.worthy, of obseryation, that they considered it as 
.a terrible proof that the nations of Europe were in 
;a state of dissolutipn, and were l^t wJLthQiit. laws 
,or government either human or divine. 
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^' ''Many (({^estkhis arise in the mind ofi {he sim- 
' fffest confiiideration of this recital. What was the 
eoltfdition bf the peepie in genera], if so many thon- 
"Wid chitdren conld be permitted to congregate, aiid 
^'devote themselves to almost certain destmction? 
'«nd'if ttfe parents or friends of these yonn^ devotees 
"^ieppoied, bnt in vain, their expedition, to what cir- 
' eomstaoee are we to attribute the extreme weak- 
ness of parental authority in those times ? — ^Was it 
ibtit naiCtire had then less power than now, or was 
'It'thlit the priesthood had usurped the rights of 
'domestic role, and by that means put the whole 
'heautiM economy of human Hfe and its relations 

• in constant peril ? The strongest feeling of disgust 
'Mthe concern, appears to have been manifested in 
- 6enoa. ' Is not this another indication of the su- 
"IMftior intelligence of the maritime cities of Italy 
•tt^ the other European States'? And, lastly, how 
'«fe we to regard the character of Innocent, or es- 
'ilmate the condition of the Church, when we find 
""Mtai expressing no hoinror at the wretched folly of 
^^lese children, and only remarking, when inform- 
-ed^of their miseries, << They reproach us for being 
^{dunged in sleep, while they fiy to the defence of 
"Hbe Holy Land.*" * We might add to these ques- 
"^tions ; btifr the above are sufficient to imiieate libe 
'Ctirions nature of the subject, and how it may 
-serve to illustrate the state of things when the 

• Pimtiff employed the powers of the Church against 
nbe Albigenses. 

" A signal victory obtained about nbis period 

^tover the Moors, who had long established thcfir 

dmniflion in Spain, added considerably to the re« 

• Albeit deSisdt. :. 
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qpijidr!. Hith^itay bU «ffo«ti bMl \mm mtjinhrf 
iBtb littb 0uflo«% and he tmw a» pg n n yc t ff 

Vkimm^ which •bonld «xcita 4b^ f»MiitiRm.of.lh0 

im 40^tgmimi W eaUing a geiMinJl c ^ nronril at 
]K«]pp6 ; and in the kUfn which he «i» wi l atod ,<ir 
ihd^ luiqKMei he 44ioBgiy a^Niated 4# the f a ofa g ir 
M^ covpcieiicas ef aU the pmeaa» baima md 
haighiBy who ackiiowlei]fed hm ephnCaalM^namfi^ 
Hr* He alee ^woopasred the futhfiil ef «U. miriia 
Ibe jom the atanderd of the cBee^^ aa the aumaft M* 
tbed of 4>htaiaiii9 the iiiU reieiBfliiQn of their -ai^a ; 
#iid Intoned th^^ bepea of ^toiyi hy dederiag 
ih«t iha fiwd d^m of Ihe fabe pi^epket aad hhi 
IfdWirem wea at haedi md that the Mealew ear* 
jjteriea wmre about to he added IP Ckm^miom* 
Cjhjirrha^eii of diatiiictiea were eiiheitad lo hmmk 
m .«e<|aii& QwnhfiP of aeldlerai and tp centrilmte 
Kfaeir wealth to die eoAerpriee* T^mm aodvil- 
hiTtH reoaiviid the aane diraetieoac asd thesMiMiaa 
4ir faaffenawho ee«kl «et gi^e their paaMna) aai^ 
vieeib ware unaanNiiied ^ aaaiaty by denaitieiia fiaiad 
le^ their iiuiik and peaaeaaioiia. Bwidlera rf lbs 
4iiefiade were cheaeii In>w the tteatelpqnent ef die 
'Olfrgirs among whom warn the Caidinal de Cemr» 
.4pea, the Pope'e iagate ia Enaiieib asd aeTenal hi* 
■ahap» >Not oooteot with tbtis eiEertieg bianaalf 
Among the faithful of Europe, Innocent aeMletlefa 
«ad aiahaaBadoie to the £aat, dhaiyng the Obrk* 
dma these to emple^r all tbetr eneigy m aeeevdiag 
his deaigne fer Ibeir detiMry. M the aaQieftwaa» 
he tried the effect of his eloquence^ on the S ai wcen 
priAcesi whom heiOiideafOwiMl lo oeftYimeof thmr 



hjm t ksi^ m retrimiig tlM lioljr LmmI jfimi dm 
QhraBttow, itt t%)iiM [Mveisoiw; and to alirl^ 
hf iMVHig' thoin, ^Mit the Lord wits rm&y to w 
eotvo oufKiii hk 4iidplos into fivronri ami ic i lu i of 
tlioin to their bertto^« 

. Tlie Cl^rdiBal do Gottrfon^ mA tiio' eekiblotadl 
J#nMi 4b Vkriy Micieoeded ia gakiiag tha naaofc ro*' 
apoeiftll attentiQii to their eihaMatioiia« WkaS^ 
tho people espretoed their rorereBCO'fet' thero di»»' 
tiHgviirfied preach^n, by nMelmg the eiow t^ 
thiArhafidai the prUicet pmiiised to devvie a pivtf 
of their i^renaae to the eattirprMie; and tho King 
of FraMO ettended h^ piety Mid blieiafifrf to tfaa 
fortieth part of the wtiome deri^^ fton hia 4m^ 
BIBiMi. These Meaesse* OMOred laaoeent that hia 
aho«M fitmlly estaUish the great otajeot of hia 
reign ; aad aher erery preparation had heen na^ 
tO'ieBder the aoMOib^ aa aplmdid aa fioasibl% the 
eovaoil aiot ki the Lateiati ; whei« haiflBg de*" 
cided vpoB dM niin of the AlM g tt tee s^ the Ooaail 
of ThevkMNi^ who had aUbd tfaaasy aadidlotlMltf 
eng a g ed in the saeM eaaae, deeiee^ wove pwaMl 
f0t proaeoating the Syrian emaade with aminiilhiti 
4aq^«tdk The polpita 1^^ reioaadad with Iho 
ea ttrg ot i a oppeda of tho hiriiOpa« and the Chrisiiatt 
world Moaaed onee mora pvepaned^to foUowtho 
d ia ta te w of ita aoveraign $ but hefAe the dai ig n » 
wbieli hf d oeeapied eo tnaay yeaia «f hia Kfey coiild 
bo Moeottad^ Imiooent wet taken iU and esfNradi 

A. D. 1916* This Pontiff wta aacceeded by 
IfoAorina in*, who» the d«y ator Ina eteiaaiaM^ 
ttm^ I04he King of JeraiaieBi» to aieqoaiaft bin 
with hia fesoktMNi to Ibllow the eoonsela of ida 
pta d a aataofc The w«i« of BagbHid aad Fnkoa^ 
aq^^telf Aopolliioil oandilioAal ittSMafta 
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•tM prored a formMable obstacle td' the ciliMide ; 
ttidbot fcMr tile zeal of Frederic of Germany, iMid 
several of tlie ImhopB and princes of that natioiiy 
it is a question whether it would hare ever taken ' 
place. The persuasions of the Emperor, who, liow- • 
^^, had -no present means for prosecuting the ex- 

S edition, : induced the Dukes of Austria, Brabant, • 
forana, and Linbourg; the Archbishop of May- 
€Boe ; the Kshops of Passau, Bamberg, Scras* 
iMmrg, Mnnster, and Utrecht, -with many other of 
llleir powerfid coimtrymen, to depart, withoi^ ftr- ' 
ther delay, for Syria. Before these embarked, they ' 
were joined by Andrew 11. King of Htongaryy 
who appeared at the head of a mtmerous army,- to 
Mfilthe TOW which his dying father had imposed 
upon him, to fight for the restoration of Jerii>- 
flidem^ 

' The North was at this period in a singular stsrte 
<jif agitation. The feeling which had induced the * 
chnit^ and the King of France to p^ersecttte the * 
Albige&ses, afforded an ample plea for the Teutonic * 
Knights and their confederates to attack and eiW^ * 
nrinaite the Pmssians. There was ^omethin gmiii^ 
wotldly, perhaps, in the otrtward appearance of iSttb ' 
latter, the ambitbnof warriors being less eii^fy'' 
eoncealed than that of corrupt churchmen; but' 
the guilt of both these Moody massacres' had its ' 
origin in the same coimptions — ^the same wilfttl 
perversion of the truth, and its divine, humani^g ' 
doctrines. But,' leaving their countrymen to con- 
cert the baHMoians of Prussia as they best might, 
l^e crusaders proceeded to Spolatro. They thence ' 
Mflled to Cyprus, • where they were met by depit- ' 
ties from tibe King of Jerusalem, and the diflferem 
ordffmof kaigfats* A number of f«»]km aad Flwndi ' 
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rfjwlhTB «lio jqia^d limn hmm% mA IJarigMai 
Idi^ of $h» ialandi proftifeed Imb dfeteraniacioB l» 
•ooQttiMBy tkeni ki linir expedHioo. 

The «]iiy» iImis rmHoffpad, fibortly star Mt Nil 
far FtikgAaef mi arinfad withgat aoddttit ai 
FiDlaiimik B«af«iima>thatoomtMitac6«fiOf'lbi 
fiartpean «nMuaeiit% afieedily stoppad tbm tm 
Mfihs with wfakh their am^ had baan gieaiad^ 
•adihay wen obliged to reaiova wiiboat delay 
laHo. ihate pam of Ihe canatty ponnciwed hy tbefiap 
nmana*. Malak* Add, wha bed abdipatad the thaeaa 
in lavear of. hie. saaB, had aoaaselled them net la 
Mcoaaler the Chdaliain in dM fieM, bat to leaaa 
Ihani to diapemai which tkvf wero likriy aaoa to 
dai ^tber fraai aunt of a a ppl k e «r fram the dii^ 
aendoas whiah.faad rained se many aibar axpedi^ 
tbna. The cr a aad o tai ihentAm, adTanced with^ 
oal intomptiaBy and reaebed the banhe of iba 
Jordan, in ihe Mcsnd wadem ef which ifaay faalhad» 
and than mvacaed the plaaiw of Jerkfaa andlha 
ehoresaf (heLakaGannanareih* On thair latoia 
to Ftolaniai% after tUi bloodleM,«Kpeditia»» eha 
ahiefti either atbaawd of eaoh a i w e lo w rnaipaipi» 
or fettfni of 8ii£hring their eoldieto to laanki hi* 
aaCiire, raedv^d to attack the atoaag Darweanaaf 
Jkfiooat TaboB* The ptoteaof tfaia xoehy amiiiaaaa 
Jwara dafiraded by the Moalemi wMi gma ikill 
and bmyary; but the ciaaadem dfoaa tham lioal 
thear defoacaa, and warn an the point of eaiaria| 
Ihe fiartaany when thay awte aainad with a aoddaa 
panics and canMneacad a faasiy retaaaa. Whaa^ 
Mr vaaa ihe oaoae af . Ibia ciinaoiBtaace» it ft^ 
dooed the greataat diaecMatent aaiaa|^ the CSMa* 
iiaaaof ftolttnua. The Batdareb, who had^to^ 
iBfiBHMaied jdto jwanyv hawing 4i AaifttMBi af aha 
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true cioit» expiesaed faiiiM#lf diagiisttd at^be^ 
do^ of the. wamofB, and j^osed any longer 'l^r 
encourage them by his preeenoe. • Aa.expedhMia 
into PbiBnicia was {irodnctiTO of no better <^Sdcta 
than those above mentionted ; and a. sepamtlair'of 
the forces being agreed npouy the vcampaign. €odeA 
as uaelasaly as it had b^^nn* The '^^ o^ the 
King of Cypnis, and the retreat of the ibungBraatt 
monarchy tended BtUl farther to dkpirit the S^ 
nan .Christians ; and the prophecy of Malek^KAiial 
aeeiMd on die point of beiagvaceomplished*- 

A* D. 1218. Thero was. fiur less muty aotoBg 
the later crusaders than amoag^ their predecesaoni 
and the reason of thu was, that the powoM and 
pervading enthusiasm which inspired the former^ 
ao loi^r existed to agitate the whole of Cfana* 
tendom by one dimultaneoos electric shock, bi 
the present instance, this was so £ur fortnttate) that 
die Christians of Palestine had stiU cfaam|noiia>iA 
ceser?e ; and had only losty by the discomfitofe 
and separation of the late armamanty - a small pop* 
tion of their defenders. Shortly after the depav* 
tore of AndreWf Ptolemais was crowded with a 
lavge body of Frendi, Italian, and -Germmi cm* 
aaderB, who, having vanqoished the Moors in Poih> 
tngal, came to reap firesh glory in the Holy Landi^ 

The con^iest of Egypt was a project which had 
long possessed the n^ids of the futhfiil, both nt 
Eompe and the East ; and the time now appeared 
to have arrived when that design might be carried 
into eacecntion* The Duke of Austria,' the Comt of 
Holland, and the King of Jerusalem, aceecdiaglyi 
united their respective forces ; and, embarlmig si 
Ptolemaisy sailed up the Nile to Damietta, asttoa^. 
loftmsoiithewestembaBkoftheriTOr. ThiMMtyi 
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bf a triple wall, was i^ defended by 
m doMb nuDfMut on the side of tbe Nile, and by a 
tower bailt in tbe middle of tbe stream, acroM 
frfiieh'a boge iron ebain was saspended, extending 
from tiie tower to the batteries. Tbe connlrv, at 
fSae time the crtuaders pitclied their tents before 
Damiotta, was smiling in idl tbe huenrionsness of lui 
Egyptiaa- spring. Tbe orange and citron gropes 
wwe: in Ml bloom ; palm-trees, jasmines, syca- 
asaresy and a Tariety of odoriiteoos sbmiw, bang* 
their giaoefol foliag« akmg the banks of the stream ; 
«d tin wide and level pkina beyond were covered 
with 'rich harvests of rice. 

Tbe delicioQS scenes which every where met 
dwgase ofthecrasaders, served not a little to 
iaflnnae their desire 'to possess themselves of the 
ooimtry. The tower in the river was first attack* 
«i»''lHittbe assailants were driven back with loss. 
Hm^ neit attempted it on another side, broke the 
bridgo'wbieh connected it with the city, and pre-* 
pared an ioRnense tower, whidi they contrived to 
Mid on two ships, bonnd together with heavy 
hmam and chains. The Dnke of Austria had the 
eonnnaDd'of this machine; and, on the day ap* 
pointed, three hundred warriors mounted it in foil 
armoar. The vessels then moved slowly to the 
point of attack. Tbe battle was carried on by 
davta and * javdins on the one side, and by Greek 
^teoa tbe other. At length, and in tbe very heat 
of the conflict, the tower of the Christians ap- 
peared in 'flames ; the standard of the chief was 
atfen floaiikig down tbe river ; and the terrified be- 
iievBn, who watched the battle from the shore, 
fril prostrate apon the earUi, imploring the mercy 
of inaiNn. Their fiayers seemed to be heard; 



isr iaMtttlf dM flaaiea ^E»d .«ii«^ tiiei 
roMwed the aasoidK and the MitsleoM aiMi^ily 
tbr«w down their $stm m^ anmttdared. The pen 
•oMnh when M kiU» the eMfH reeved, it k 
•fud> to Me the men eiethed in whiter tmd htmt* 
w§ while eri9ft) wiie hed eeafaeied' them ; Wl 
no each j^MienB were to be found emosg ibe -imt*- 
nam ; aad tiie crvBaders then knewi it it fnrtlNr 
added, that the Lord Jeena Chriot had 9tm% Im «»» 
gek to afttad( the towiarv 

The preflpertM teinination of tbta eaeeviMr 
gaye the CbriatiaDe an important ladianta^a .enwr 
the enemy ; and the death of Maiek*>A4eli wltioh 
eeeoned at the eaae time^ centribwwd etUl tow 
Iher to open a pretpeet of ancoeii. Tha^ mh 
teran€hief» though ho bad reiigned theFeaae •! 
gevemment, contwied to hjBiwigarded.by.the Sm^ 
meena aa their p^teetor in aU timet of diffiitaltife 
Hie united piety and vatonr had obtained biai tbe 
appellation of the " Swotd of ReligieiK;" and hia 
moderation) the eimplimty of bia mannem< and (ha 
wtadom with which he direeted the nSaimof llm 
atates he governed, aire represented aa hnving baaii 
e^al to bie valoiv. We mnai nllow eonMtbtnf 
fiNT Orieatei exaggemiion^ in the piotHrea witeb 
ere drawn of thia priaee Y^ Samoen bintnrianai 
•od it ti a)eo to be i>emeinbM'edy that be Hwqntinad 
ibe eo^ereifntf , by uenrpiBg the rigbta of bia-ban* 
tber'a ehil<ken; but ihe ebofe anoonAin seeni.tl^ 
«»proeGh mnch nearer ih^ truths than the ptejti» 
dioed abnses ef bia enemiea < and» with <egnni4# 
the manner in which ho acqutrad the tbr^ae^ im 
probably justified the naiicpai^on, both in bianmH 
eyea» and in thoae of bia eid^eotay by the minMI 
^^^aenaioiiB wjbijcb piewiled amonf (be yinnnf ^^rifei 
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; Bj^ Hneir-imbeeillity, and his own capability of* 
restoiing the nation to its former pro8{>eron8 con-' 
ditionf — a justification which wonld not be Talid in 
tbese days, but which hardly left the idea of ttsnr- 
pation, when inheritance by immediate descent 
WB9 not fnlly established, and thrones were com^ 
monfy disposed of more by force or merit than by 
law. 

Instead of tttking immediate advantage of their 
present prosperity, the cmsaders, by some nnac* 
cOWltaMd fatiility, reigned themseWes to 'sloth and 
ioactiTity, and neglected any measures either for 
pltfsaing their conquests, or rendering useful that ^ 
wliich they had obtained. The Saracens, after the 
dcfaiih'of Malek- Adel, were thrown into the greatest ' 
disontor, ' by the incapacity of his sons. But the 
cfusaders made no attempt at interfering with their 
goi'^rnment; and several thotisands of them de- 
parted for Bnrope, but were lost in the passage. 
Oth^n^' soon supplied their 'places in ^e camp* 
Henry II. of England sent out several of bis bra- 
^PMt knights, M9ho now arrived at Damietta, and 
l»lbei crusaders Were encouraged by the arrival, about 
^k^ same time, of the Cardinal de Cour^ou, and ' 
tAe t)iGti^dinal Pelagius ; the former being distin- 
guislled by his piety and eloquence; the latter by 
the treasures which he brought with him, as the 
cinltributions of the faithful, as also by his ambi- 
don and his arrogance. A slight victory which the 
ti^oop^ gained under his guidance, increased the pre- 
sumption of this haughty prelate, and the Cardinal 
de Ceur90u dying soon i^ter, he subjected everyone 
to liis authority. The winter season now brought 
wi^ H a vAriety of sufferings.. Want of food and 
•beHer gteatly wicakened the troops^ and some 
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djji^eftti which they iDe| with in thwr cpiw|Mitq»> 
counters with the enemy, threw them into deepcir* 
A. D. 1219. There is litUe to intemt in lUe 
period of the crasadefl* The energy of the Cfane* 
tuuis was wa.ted in pwtuJ enc<r»it.n with A» 
epemy, and their enthusiesm became every day 
lesa visible. One battle, however* may be amm^ 
tioned, as the defeat which the faithful sastaiiied 
was* predicted, according to his own aecounti by 
the celebrated Francis d'Assisse. That wemtak* 
able baron had lately arrived from Eium^mb^ wmA 
had traversed sea and land, to proclaim bia doo-^ 
trines among infidels aa well as Chrisisaas* lu 
his youth {le united, to a atrcmg imaginatiQ% 9k 
deep veneration for all things conneded wkh i»» 
ligion ; and one day hearing that passage: of msnpi^ 
ture» in which it is said« '^ Casry neither gold, nor 
silver^ nor money, inyo^r script &<>r sandals nor. 
stores, ^' he took the directions as applying litei|il» 
ly to those who beard iti.aad thenceforth devpteil . 
himself to a life of poverty and privatioa* He- 
met with little success in fgypt* thouf^ he ariRa*'^ 
eil himself with the sancti^ of a propbui^ and had 
the boldness to present hin^elf before tbe^Sultmit 
tQ pemuade him to ^nbmce the gospeL On re-* 
turning to Europe, he established the or^er of 
IVtiuor Friars, celebrated as well for theetresgaiMi 
heroic piety of some of its eai'ly iDeipb«»« as* ler 
the corruption into which it sulwequently felU 
. Both armies remained in amcious suspeniw aa t» 
the final issue of the stru§^le. At length Mniek* 
kamel, the Sultan of Cairo, o&red the Chnstiaiia .- 
peace, and on terms which it might be imegjaed 
would be immediately accspled by t^e. wan^ere.«f . 
the cross. The delivery of Jerusalem was. the 
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tpNteiM «ijeel df die war; aafl Jw r mah m tie 
ftiliHinnow oosieiited !• yidd. ll is tmej h% had 
pnmoiisly denoltthed Uia for ttficatians and walk ; 
bm Iba iUhjr City wiw Oma wkhtn the leacfa of 
tho fciliifiil; and it only leqnired tfaeir ceaaii^ 
from m makaa eaatast^ to ibecoaM agam the ae- 
jonm «f th^naanda of davont womhippen. The 
King'*iif JeraaaleBit and aUnoat aH the chiefs 
aad knigblB in the army, sera eager to accept tins 
fmr .ftopmaiai the Snllan; but the Cardinal 
Waglnn etrannoaaly opposed liiair eonneiiB» nrg- 
iiif^ tbalt-at would bo iaopoaiihla to defend the dty 
osainat the- Saaaoena, whenever they sbonld oboose 
|0 neeotnanenoe the war. Few of hia and^ots 
weva:o«wnneed of this reaeoraiig ; bnt they^ wane 
.obligad ^yiekl to his aniiiority, and hoatilhiOB 
ainna fOoewod. The aiege of Diuniaitta waa now 
carried «n wiA g!raatar vigour, md tho Cardinal 
onipi^pFed both hia povnr aad poBsnaahni to? urge 
the.ciiiMiBdors ferwnrd. The heUneaa and energy 
nf; his ooadttct weva perhapa the* beat support 
which theMthM ait pnosent conld haw had; aad 
iho cilf was. so elosely blockaded, that no enppiioa 
«f iflnp kind eanld be conFayed to its veliof. 

•The nortits of the gawtson, the defiamses of the 
mcnoas who cvowded the rampartSy and the oon- 
atant siltflaBpts made by the Saraeens to oelieve the 
tnwn^ hod hitbevto kept np the stir and claasoiir 
of war. Bttt ^ bnatb of the siege gradnally anb- 
aided. No nrily wbs atteaapted by the besieged ; 
tba erasBden were undistnrbed by any efbrts of 
tfaa JVIoalem to aid their hnthren; and not n 8<d- 
disr saaa to he aeon on the wails. A gloomy and 
^anA-lUba ailenen pnvnilod* For aome ds^ d» 
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Ghcistluis wfttehed the fortificatioBS, notr ImiMrlK^ 
how to account for the tranquilUty which Mgned 
aronnd them. At length, in the middle of a wM 
and stormy Noyember night, the Cardinal Pelagius 
gave orders for a secret assault. The heaiy roar of 
the' tempest presented any oUier simnd from being 
heard, and a small band of the bravest men aaonnded 
the walls by means of scaling-ladders. They fieoon- 
plished their purpose undisturbed ; and a f)^w Me»- 
.iems whom they found on the ramparts *wepe in- 
' stantly despatched. No others appeared to arrest 
their progress ; and the first assailants being join- 
ed by more, they took possession of 'a tower, and 
expressed their triumph by sin^ng a- hynHi of 
thanksgiving. This was answered by threat of 
'the army, drawn out in order of battle set the foot 
of * the ramparts. The Cardinal then begin&ing 
the Te Deum) the anthem was sung by « all the 
troops^ and as soon as it was fini^ed, the galea of 
Damietta were torn down, and tlm whole army 
Tudied into, the^ city. The day was now near 
dawmng; and with the first ray of light,- tbo^coB* 
r qnerors proceeded to secure their victory. ^ Bvt 
even yet, not an enemy appeared to resist them, laad 
'they 'began cautiously to traverse the nlent and 
empty streets. No signs were to> be discofwwd 
that the' place was inhabited, but a 'fetid and mi' 
f nesting smell prevailed as they penetrated* mfo 
the town. When they entered the public sqaftrea, 
' 1^ mystery was revealed. Hundreds of corpses 
lay exposed to the sight, exhibiting all the raadss 
of famine. Every street and building, were filled 
with the same melaadioly objects, and the warriees 
rshnddered with horror w^en they kmaA. ikmsh 
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Mires tliiis environed with the dead. Of the £bw 
wietched inhabitants who were still living, some 
were in the last agonies, and others were crying 
for help, which it now seemed almost fruitless to 
afford them. Several of those who had thus sur- 
vived their fellow-sufferers were children, who kept 
continually crying out for bread, while others were 
seen hanging at Uie breasts of their mothers, who 
bad died in giving them nourishment. 

By the conquest of Damietta, the crusaders 
obtained a great and valuable spoil ; but it was 
sometime before they could venture to inhabit it.; 
and the Saracens who had survived, were employ- 
ed in cleansing it from the impurities which co- 
vered the streets. 

...A.D. 12S1. The important conquest which the 
Christians had thus obtained, filled the Mussulman 
chiefs with affright ; but, for a time, the indeter- 
mioaUon.of the former saved them from the perils 
with which they were menaced. The King of 
Jerusalem, not able to endure the haughty demean* 
our of the Cardinal, separated himself from the 
army in disgust, and by far the greater part of the 
bitrons expressed an equal dislike to the overbear- 
ing conduct of the prelate. On the arrival of fresh 
forces from Europe, he prepared to attempt the 
43apture of Cairo; but he was opposed by the 
common voice of the warriors; and obliged to 
restore tranquillity, by begging the King to return 
tp the camp. John acceded to the request ; and 
ihe chief men in the army were again summoned 
la decide its future operations. The Cardinal 
.opened the council, and delivered the same opi- 
niim as. before .respecting the attack on Cure. He 

vox*. II. 2 a 
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Xke wHb g;reat vebemeocey and urged hki <»pl* 
a more as the commands of a 80Tere%B9 
than as the advice of an ecclesiastic to free war- 
riors. His zeal was seconded by ^e other pre- 
ktes ; but notwithstanding his rank and impeta* 
osity, the King of Jerasalem ofiRsred a strong op* 
position to the proposed nndertdcing, showing the 
extreme hazard of the design, and observing, thai 
th^y had not assembled under the banner of tile 
cross to besiege Thebes, Babylon, and Memphisy 
bnt to deliver Jerusalem, which was the |>rope^ 
place for the faithful to seek as an asylum ^m 
their enemies. This prudent and pious counscil 
was instantly adopted by most of the barons and 
l^iightQ who were present at the meeting ; but tbe 
Cardinal replied, that it was pusillanimity^ and not 
cautioQ, which led to this opinion ; and he also in- 
timated, that whoever ofiered any farther opposi- 
tion to his will, would incur tile danger of exiH>m» 
munication. 

By the^e means the Car^nat prevailed ; and tiie 
annjr, amounting to about seventy tiiousand men, 
b^gan its march, a fleet laden with stores and war- 
like instruments proceeding at the same time up 
the Nile. The crusaders continued their route, 
without meeting an enemy, till they reached the 
extremity of the Delta, when they came in sight 
of the Saracen forces encamped on the plain of 
Mansounu The most strenuous effiirts had been 
made by the Sultan to collect a force capable of 
meeting the crusaders, and alt Mussulman princes 
bad contributed their support on the occasion. 
B^t he still felt himself unprepared to cope wkh 
the flower ci European warriors; and preferred 



tuifig 4lgMn for pMee> to mkiagthe liUe (if hinaelf 
aiBfdlhia taljecto oa Uie issue •£ a l)aule« He, 
tkffpehref sent ambanadofs to the Cfariatia& cam^^. 
obaiged with an offer of snrranderiog the eatira 
U9gdoiii of J^rasaleoi, on the cnwaders layiqg. 
down their araisb The EUngy as formeiljri ez- 
pneBsed his %ytovg desire to accept these terms » 
hat they were again rejected at the instigatioB of 
the Cardinal. The Saltaa> on leceiviag the aa- 
Bwar of the omsadersy redoubled his exertions to 
rapel their attacksi and the orerflo wing of the riT4Nr 
seoottded his efforts^ A retreat was then com- . 
ttonsed fay the discomfited ChristiaBs» Threa 
hmidped priests perished on heard thp veaels in 
which they songht to escape the enemy. The. 
Bipin body of the foreea was attacked by the Sul- 
tan with his Ethief^ians, who terrified the faithful, 
fa^ their black aod savage forms ; the fiood-gatea 
of the . Nile were also opeaed» and many of the 
soldiers perished in the waters, as they slept on . 
the ground. Throwwg down their arms and bag- 
glge^ such of the trpops as escaped the enemy fled 
in the gveaftest dismay ; and not even an attea^ 
w|» mlude to restore oinier. It was now the Cur- 
dinal s tiirn to sue for peaoft, and be was obliged 
to offer the surrender of Damietta, for permission to 
retiseat aAmolested to Ptolemab; The moderation 
of Mafok-Kamel induced that prince to listen to - 
these proposals ; and having sent his son to inforfn 
the Christians of his decision, the King of Jeivaa- 
leas, the Ceixiinal, and se?eral of the chiefs^ pro^ 
oeeded to the Sultan's camp to await the folfii- 
ment oif the treaty. The erusadf rs who had been 
hftte I>w»ietta could not bepr^vailed on» 
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many threats* to surrender ; and Rothii^ remaiiied 
to eomfort the faithfiil, or remove some of tbe 
odifun which the chiefs had incarrod, but the »- 
greement of the Saracens to restore the wood of 
the trae cross. This circumsttiBce deserves lo 
be remarked, not for any importance in the ec* 
currence itself, bat for the light it throwe on the 
state of feeling ainong the Moslems. A change 
Mirely of no slight nature must have taken place 
in their religious character since the times of die 
heroic and devout Saladin, who could not be per- 
snaded, on any account, to surrender either Jeru- 
salem or the wood of the cross, which had b^ea 
more than once offered to the Christians by bis 
descendants. 

* The evacuation of Damietta having been e£Eeot- 
ed, the faithful began their melancholy retreat to- 
wards Ptolemais. Sickness prevailed to a great 
detent among the troops, and the state of the 
country rendered the fatigues of the march almost 
insupportable. The brother of the Sultan attend- 
ed them on their route, having the double office of 
^avBpy and a guardian ; and they reached PtolenMiSf 
while its inbidiitants were still celebrating the^ tri- 
umphs that had been obtained before the late de- 
feat. 

A. D. 1222. Hie intelligence of these re- 
verses in the afiairs of the crusaders produced 
a lively consternation throughout Europe, but 
not sufficiently disheartening to prevent either the 
Pope or the Emperor of Germany from pursuing 
the enterprise. Frederick II., by his rank among 
the sovereigns of the West, and above all by his 
close ailiknce with the dmrcfa, was now regarded 



k' Ite giMt <faa^Mm of Ckktmdoii^. To m 
^leetMffttieiit of the PoBt^ff, that the late cUMustea 
mm olKTiiig to his r^miflsneM, he replied with «• 
mfth uraamth of sea]) that HoBoiins was ob%ed 
to faelieve hkm sincera, and his sabfle^nent coDdact 
■ferfod to^oonfirn this epiiuon. In order, however^ 
i» seettfo the sernees of Frederic, who wae tho 
mlf moBBrch in whom the chnrcjh eoald place 
eonfideBoe, the Pope determined to connect him 
by a atoenger tie tiian that of dnty, with the faith* 
fol in the Ettat* Shortly «^r the fall of Damietta» 
Jbhn of Brienne anived in Europe, in order to ob- 
ttia new atda for the recovery of his domimoBa* 
With the daughter and heiress of this monarch 
Honorios proposed to unite the Emperor^ and 
iki&Uhf afford hua a prospect of one day becoming 
Kjag of Jervsalenk The marriage of Frederic and 
ihtB Princess w«b eocordiagly celebrated at Rome 
iHlbgreat pomp ; and, for a time, the former omitted 
no eiHMtion to fulfil the oath he had taken to deliver 
Palestine Irom the infidels. His union with the 
^bughter of Jean de Bnenne also inspired the Sy-. 
mm Chriflitiaiis with new hopes ; most of the Ger« 
mto| and soTeral French and Itaiian nobles, pro* 
fBssed their willingness (o folh>w his 6tandarcl'$ 
and the Hospitallers, Templars, and Teutonic 
Knigbti^ were unanimoua in their expresuons of 
loyalty* Bnt Frederic soon became weary ai hiii 
ooBsert ; treated her Esther with indignity, and as« 
tataoed tbe title of King of Jerusalem, It might have 
been supposed, that, after so many promises to the 
Pontiff, and this indication of his ambitious viewa 
respecting the Holy Land, he would have iBntered 
ait once upon the expedition. But year after year 
w«s suffered to pass o^r, to the f^eat scandal of 
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ilbt drarchf and large numberB <yf tire lidlliM #lMr 

had assnined the cross. In England,' espeeiaUf, 
the preachers of the cmsade had prospered in tbdr 
mission. A iuminous cross, marked by the fm' 
wonnds of our Saviour, is said to hi^e afipested 
in the heavens, to encourage the pilgrims in Uieir 
design ; and above sixty thousand person^ ofoeyed- 
the heavenly summons. Frederic at lengtk pro-' 
fessed himself ready to depart ; and the forces be^ 
ing collected in his Neapolitan States, no fortkiBf 
obstacle was anticipated to the expedition. (But,! 
as if to deliver the Emperor from a situatton in. 
which he never appears to have willingly stood, 
Honorius was suddenly taken ill, and expired* 

Gregory IX. succeeded to the pontificate, aad 
ht exceeded his predecessor in severity and firm- 
ness of character. Equally zealous for the prose* 
cution of the crusade, the first measures whioh he 
adopted after his elevation, were in relation to lina 
grand project of the church. Frederic, therefore, 
again found himself obliged to prepare for his |ril*> 
grimage, and he embarked with his troops^ anml 
die prayers and benedictions of the fmthfdL Scafoe*^ 
ly, however, had the fleet left the shore, wheir ha 
began to repent of the step he had taken ; aad, if 
we are to credit the common report) a slight sick«^ 
ness, the roughness of the waves^ and soqne dia* 
content among his followers, contributed to lessen 
what little resolution he possessed, imd he die* 
embarked at Oporto. Nothing could induce tfaa 
Pope to pfirdon this dereliction of his servant. 
Frederic was excommunicated; and a long i^on^ 
test ensued between him and Gregory, winch 
threw all Christendom into confusion. Happily^ 
however, for ^e faithful of Syria, Malek-K^»«i 



and the c^Mr Soiwmi priaoeB werai i^/ an equal' 
sMe of diosQUsUMi ;. and, to the aatoniehpieDty as 
well ea daligbt of the Emperor,, ambaafadprs ar« 
rived ifom Egypt, to offer him the alliance of their 
maator, aad -ilie khigdmn of, Palatine as the bond 
of wdon. . This proposal was imwediat^ly accept-, 
edv aad Frederic proclaimed hia departure for thci 
£aat with more/pomp than ever. But the Pope now 
kMidly-protealed against such a design, in one wha 
hf under the heaviest anathemas of the cbuscb« 
The lEmperor, however, regarded the pDohibitiona 
el. Gregory with as little respect as he did hia 
CfHumands, and set sail with a little amuunent of 
twenty galleys and six hundred knighta. His pre- 
aesee in Ptolemais diffased at first great joy among 
the inhabitants ; but it wa^ q)eedily interrupted, by 
the- arrival of two Franciscans, who had been sent 
byr the Pope to denounce him as a rebel and a re* 
prvbate. The citizens now regarding him with the 
greatest horror, he removed and encamped hia 
acmy between Csesarea and Joppa, where he re- 
ii»wed hia negotiations with the Sultan of Cairo» 
w4io had already fixed hia camp in the neighbour* 
hood of Jenualem. 

. Frederic and Malek-Kamel appear to have been 
the^moat acoompliahed princes of their dme ; and 
it; was probably only owing to this, that the pro- 
posed treaty was ever carried into effect. Mo- 
tavns of poUcy had brought them together ; but 
thsy had scarcely time to commence their nego- 
tialioBs^ before the more, prosperous condition of 
the Saltan's affairs rendered his union with Fre- 
deric unnecessary, if not dangerous. The cha- 
iBCter, however, of the Emperor, as a wbe and 
Itemed, as well as a powerful sovereign, induced 
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rtiBMid, tbMtsfot^, of ^nployhig their tinlto kt div^ 
dteshi^ 'p^^ Which iniglit lead to faostililleiy ihtpf- 
MtttfirtBd tBaCli Mber hj wphtf% of their knowMlg^ 
ffiid tMt^ iMyth heitigHfeiYM ift all the leaiwi^f ol 
A^ dM^, ahd th^ 8iilta» piidlto^ hhuaeif mi tto 
nill IH^ Whf(4i he diyfiM ^coitope^e YeMei <eti wImI 
^¥^ riiih}eM cuiM befere hifn* To ahow vtill Am^ 
Aer ttrehr tnntval t«gaith Fh^deric iM^iit bitti' Mi 
a^t^td and ^ttbasii, ahd Malek iitoisV««d die eoni^ 
^limem by 8(»tera! iatttels, an ^lephUDt, and MBii» 
df thfe hiroM iralttal»fe prodnclions of the Ewtr 
Btrt dieir aibfty wai regaided by their ae^eivl par^ 
fiMna yiMk a jeaknia eye^ The fMiM of both M« 
HgiotM iDonddeted Idveir tMne betrayiNi by this a^ 
gte^ment of tfaeSir chi^ ; and the tnoat ia<i da i citf a M 
means wera employed to oonTfooe the moaaidw 
bf the i^ontempt itad hairM in #hidi diey wani 
fMpet^tehrh^l^. 

A. D. ISSa lliat Freddie and dm SnlMa 
W^A^ indtic^, by %he pet^onal re«peet wkh whiell 
thiey bad fospiHed «a^ «;tb^is ^ abstain from hb«iM* 

ties, there seems to be little dottbt ; bwk the IMdy 
HHdik fbr Wbiiftb ihey bt^\^ have fought, Wtti so 
j^tisatly dfmittflhed in ^tt^^ai'MAito, diat dfeilr pi4riil9 
^lK)ite lot pea<^ ^eM 1«ft wHflMnt any thini; tb 
HdtuiterMiitice tbetn. Nei^thlsr the one noir dw 
i/eher lianed Vbt J^^Hteid«W, bnt in sd te as it -wm 
h)eLCT(ld in Ae dpMMi ^f thefr fbltawers ; and ab^ 
^^Itite as th^y l^^ir^, Ibis tras not Hkely to wei^ 
ihnth in Ithtsir dedsions. The neg^8tion> iker^ 
fbre; wa^ nhitfiA^ly «ermhiated» by the esiabliib' 
Inent of % truce for ten y^i*9, ^ve tnonthi,* 
^d forty days ; liie principal artieraa of ifAMt 
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iwiere, that the Saltan sfaimld surrender Jefiiaa]em>' 
Bethlehem, and all the yiHages between Joppa «ad 
l^lemais, to Frederic;- and that the, latter .ahmiM 
prevent the Franks from making- war agsmst the 
Snltaa^ and leave the moaqaje of Omar in the Holy, 
City still open to the Moslems. To* this measnra 
they were hastened by ^ the plots daily lomt^ed 
against their lives, and by the seditiensi spirit which, 
{i^evailed Uiroughout the camp. But their arraage*- 
Bients were far from being folbwed by tranqnilUty* 
Ffederie, who had been forsaken by the Hospital- 
kursy and the best past of his anny,.foand himself 
regarded with still greater didikeonthe announcer 
meat of the truce. The peitmssion he had grants 
ed the Saj^aoens to continue the exercise of theii: 
religian in the city, occasioned gen^^ indlgnatiah, 
and the Bishop of Caesarea went so: far. as to inter- 
diet the faithful froni visiting the> Sepulchre^ or 
biatfaing ia the Jordan.. Thoi same feelings rpre* 
vailed among the Moslems against Malek-Kamel. 
The eurseaider of. Jemsatem . ¥ras lameated by '. the 
priests and preachers of the faith, as an abandon-. . 
meat ef all rtfaat was most sacred in their eyea ; and 
the people assembled in crowds, at one time ex- 
<3aim]Qg against the Sultan and at .another weep- 
ing over tbeir losses* 

. Theobfect f<M^ which so many Popes had la-. 
ba«redy for which all Europe had been called, to 
aimsy and so mam^ thousands left thek homes and 
perished, waa now accomplished. Jerusalem was 
^[aia> open to believers, and in the possession of a 
Gbristiui monarch. The worshippers at the Sepul- 
chre, had no longer > to dread die! persecutions, 
or "insults ci the scoiling infidels, or to shake with 
hanor at ^ idea that the holy plaisea wera defiled 
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hfiikkmOchtlnm. UliaerlhelNUiirer^tii««M0i. 
litj could aow ap|>nMeh tboM MoetMM m Irivlilpli 
lor wllich Ai6j had. b ^lort tiai^ biofore lre|^ «* 
jMitiMnldf ; and tile faovr seemed ipprea^iiig^ 
w^eh beiidi ef pibte pSgriMB^ fom all ^iiiftiiA 
of the weiidy wonld ittito ibe bilk and mUieft 
of Snik rteovmd with hyiAnli of tbftBkupviiig^ 
But BO sQoh «MitineBte fTeinuled 06 FroHlerle'e . 
emrf iBlo JermaleizL He #BB«ofceaipAiiied maif 
by Idhe TewtoBio Ks^bte; md ee be |N>eoeeded 
itewBgii the diy ) the dei|;y Bsd tpe«|rf« ied at bii 
^pproBcfay BMslfeeting^ Ae Atroafiest etev^n t» bie 
presence. Wbc» be tealered ll^ dwpeh of the re*' 
Miection) where tibe eerenony of bit e^rooatiMi: 
WB8 lo be p e tfoii B e d» he beheld the iaMgeh ef ibe 
samtft md Bpostlee dad m mBwaas% ;f ao pdetl : 
appeared at the altar to give him the bi^»Bm$gtd. 
tpe chareb) air to offer ap a pvayet for bis iBigBf « 
aady taking the tsrown into hia hands^he plaoed al^ 
faitnself npoithiB beid» the sfaoati df Mb own knlgkla/ 
a&d batons ai^qplyiBf the *^laee i»f leHgiMHi menk 
moniai* 

immediately afbir bis eoronatioB> Fredeiie aa* • 
aonnoed to the Pape the trinnlphtot ocaiehMM of? 
his expeditiaoy and bet forth iti lofty langaaffe tho ^ 
claims he had to the regards of the €b«rt^. But: 
wbatbrer he advaoeed was abundantly conBtervasled 
hya Setter of the Patriarch's^ written abont the saaw. 
trnnOy and eontaiBing a iiiU account of the «abolf . 
compremiae which Inal been Boade with the kifidM^ 
The indignant Matt was also e^ndly sttoaeasM . 
m preventing the new anbjects of the Batponofr . 
from sowing him any respeot. He va% theae*-' 
fate^ qutckiy obliged to ham Jerasaieia^ aiid ah 
tite to Pieimttafo; 4rhafe Ae aame lao^ptimi wraiitti. . 



of vriigiotf weiBe iiU iw»pp»4id, or imfome^ in 
•.Ww voip^ft Md wilhb «lQ#f4 diMiP. Not beU 
wm l« he bAMd ft tbf> nllftrii ifem ^triq^pMi <)f U^ir 
■uroMW and ^or ovnwiiMits, mkL evaif cfwimr of 

«Uph tbeiwAhfttl wflbivd. 

In ii di£Bi9pU $a fl»]v 1mw» tang the, mPMraii 
wfa» bid dwwd (bft nMMicftHia of ih« Pope moidd 
km^ htm Mfi Ui^niwKk iim» ^anlmndiM vmmiv* 
ed ; but the machinatioiM of Gregory vum aftw b(f 
<»me ef tMK» dMUfec^ufi a nttnr^ tohe treated with 
4QPtiippv toiettg w icii wiB brmgbt t»d»B EiPiMMh 
•f ihiMfc nh^ Poikiiff bad miaed a cMiaideraUe acmy^ 
MiUob b# bad pl«9ed iwd^r tba ciNaaiMiid of Jobu 
«{ Wimmt whom bsliRed <if f redone added giea^ 
ijft^ tb« obaiaeea of ao/^oew. He, ihmffwe^ hade » 
JlMariy adiaa to bia omni¥y|i mi the /ailbM cdebval" 
iBgJm depiMtiiKe wilb esiirQaaieiHi of tiiiimpbt<*-4HMl 
•nifnd in Ibe kiagdQm 1^ Napha^ wlyioLtinM lo 
m9» either tbi^ or fh* •mpmk faofi the giaap qf 
H^ eAewies, Fcedefic fcnigbti^ and ibe Pope emr 
timed to bwl agaiMbim bia dveat anadiQinaa; 
JmtthomipiinirfihtwiinwpcevaileiL TbePon^ 
^fomd it naeeaaai^ to anhwitftoi a negotiation ; 
Mid after a f9w roontha, peaoe waa leater^ bo- 
tfrenia tbMe, vedQnbtaUa iMNnhatanta. It waa i|p 
bM^i two years after Urn Aat Ciregovy anmmoaea 
a^onacil at 6pob»to to xaaev die emaadey and 
with the aanal legard to tbo obaervaace of traatiea, 
il.wMP determined to covweaea war agaiaat tfap 
Smitmk witbwt delay* Keai tbraa yeara iiion|> 
howeaer^ wese paaaed befeoe my aigna appeafoed 
o(.an.an»y aaady to eeaabafcior the Beat ; bnt thia 
jnttanalwM en{d«gKd by ibo Pope in aeoduflf 
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niBsimiafifis through the dMerenA Ohilsfitatt 
ftnd the fervency- and demotion which some iff 
these men- exhibited, fleired to^ <$ahQ, for a hmf 
space, the discord and agitations whidi fHrerailed. 
John of Vicentia was heard with the Tenenrtloti 
which had attended the preaciyng of Saint Bemard» 
or Foolqne of Neoiily : rival citt^s Uid down their 
arms at his voice : warriors vied with each (»lher 
in the desire of peace : and the most torbnleiit 
pasBfioas yielded to the power and onetioii of kia 
persuasions. 

A. D. 1235. France again afforded the fint 
band of pious knights prepared to combat for Je«> 
msalem. Thibanlt, Count of Cbampi^Be-alid 
King of Navarre, was one of the most celebrated 
Troubadours of the agor and possessed all 4hoee 
accomplishments which became* tbe high bwn 
-knight and the minstrel of rmnanoe. Bat he was 
ambitions of power as well as- distinction ; and as 
Louis IX. was then a child, Thibault hee<lfcd a 
powerful party of the barona,' ready, like bim, to 
contend for their independence. AUat once, how- 
ever, he changed his conduct, deserted Arora his 
opposition to the government, and prodaimed bis 
intention of taking the cross. The reascm conr- 
monly assigned for this,, is his sudden attdronnmile 
passion for the Queen mother; in def^ence to 
whose desire he determined on a line c^ action 
more befitting his chivah-oub ehaiacter^ The*Yest 
of the- barons followed his example, and bo em- 
ployed both his power as a poet, as well as his 
princely wealth and influence, to aceomplisb the 
expodition. A council was same time after .faM at 
Tours, in which several resolutions were 'onftered 
into, creditable 4o the wiadoin of tbO'^MMmbly, 
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and w^ll catedlated to fbrward the snObesa of di6 
design, bnt indicating how greatly the feeli^ 
were changed which had fed the esthusiasm of tM 
ftret crasaders. 

A.D. 1239. Every thing being prepared for 
their departure, Thibaalt and his companions as- 
sembkfd at Lyons to consult finally on their future 
inealures. E^fore they had concluded thfeir de* 
IfberationSf however, a nuncio arrived from Ore* 
gory desiring them to desist from their designs, and 
return to their States, that they might be in readi- 
ness to serve him, in situations where their aid 
was at present more requisite than in Syria. The 
enemies who liad been raised against the Pope by the 
inereasing license of thought, and the gradual ad- 
vance of civil liberty, were numerous and power^ 
fril. He required, therefore, al! the friends whom 
fae coufid rally around him to preserve his authority 
over Christendom entire ; and it was only by the 
•kilfullest management of those who remained faith- 
ful to him, that he could hope to succeed. The 
age was gone in which pontifis could rule by spi- 
ritual weapons ; and the period had commenced in 
which they were compelled to change them for 
tliose weH-tempered and polished instruments of 
politteal craft, which they wielded so long and 
with such admirable skill. 

Gregory had also another plea for desiring the 
crusaders to pause in their expedition to Palestine. 
Constantinople, after suffering the most deplorable 
' calamities, had received John of Brienne as its mon- 
arch, and, though ^atly advanced in age, the Ex- 
King of Jerusalem proved himself worthy of the 
distinetion he enjoyed. For some time he success-* 
Mty^veaisted the attacks of the allied Greeks and 
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wilhoat tlie power of longer defeadiag hie iU<^ited 
domuiieiMi. Hie MMi-ui*]aw end a8oeeator» Bakt* 
wio, no sooner obtained the crown» than be wee 
#Migfed to seek in Europe tbe meant for makiag a 
biat fttm^te agatnst bii enemies. There weie 
mmy motires to indnoe tbe FentiflF to enfiga 
in the defence of Constantinople. liwai^ bis dUf 
to assist' a monarch who so bombly sengbt tba«aid 
^ the church as Baldwin. The faithful of that 
empire were in as perilons a sitnotioB as ihoee of 
8)rria ; and, aboTo a11» tbe times were still within in- 
oollection when Constantinople was islt to bo iIm 
only barrier against the innumerable hordes of barbar* 
rians who threatened Chrislendom with devaati^ 
tion* But the entreaties of Gregory wove Uute 
regarded, ami the Freneb cbendiors embarked 
Ibitbwitb at MarseiUea. They leAr £ni?of»e toh 
lently agitated by religioua and ciTil disss«i|ioni4 
aiid'TbihaAllt it Is reeorded, condemned a hmth 
dred and eighty of bis ramsls to theflamea faefqaa 
bia departnye, on an aeousation of heresy* Tb»dia« 
petes between the Emperor Frederic and the P«pe 
br^he out at the same time with greater Tioleiiea 
iban «7er ; and the Christjaa world was anwdaliaK 
#d by seeing the headof tbecterohbesiegsitiiiliia 
own capital. 

' Wbeo tbe crusaders mrired in Syfia» they found 
tbe Christians in tbe lowest state of doprcsaimii 
ami the whole country impoverished and desolated 
by the conflicts of the Moslem prince% an wall 
with each other as with tbe ftnthfiil* The knigbla 
begat tbmr campaign^ by ravwgiiig tbe tenilmry 4rf 
Damascus and G4^a; but tMr ozpeditieB into 
Ai JMer promee bad nearly froved Atal^i^tko 



'ilifftf iiv^ ««i«rt6dc h. flmvmg tnmJhi wm^M 
Mgoida difoagk a itntnga cmmtiy, they al laigdi 
^si«i» to a aafnMT defiJa, fonaed- by hmneok Muid 
lit)fo« Hera thay rasoked ta r^oaa aad vefreah 
^laaitcAves; bad in tha midst of tbeir earoaialy tbe 
baig^bta around iham wera covered with archara; 
abowtfida of Saracenft ware wen nufaiag fr9m all 
-t|«anam ; and tba wild ntriae ia wbicb tba Chrii- 
liaos were confined,, and wbtcb till, now had beatt 
as aiteni aaiba gvave« re-^echoed with the latagled 
^OMS of tkef mttltimde and the shrill peals of tlla 
Syrian wap>wasic« The crusaders, attackfd on all 
aideey aeemed andently doomed to destmctiaai; 
and the Duke of Bargandy and the Coant af 
Jopfis immediately prs|>arad to retreat. Hie 
Coiinte of Bar aad M^mlfort remakiad abiftinately 
•datermiaad to await tha ksae of a ^mbat. For 
acortsidemble time they repelled aU the aesaults of 
tha enemy ; till tha kttar, feigning to retfeat, dra^ 
^lam from their position, and tha two aablemaa, 
wKh mast'Of their followers, wisre either riain ar 
taken prisoners; After this calamitona erant, ibe 
Kiag af Kkvarra remained a abort time at Asai- 
laaj aad than retamed to PtoleaMOs* Na farther 
warlika aieasorea wera proposed ; and tha expedi- 
tion ended by lAia agraement af tha differeatdiiefs 
Willi the Sirat^a princes^^^the Templars having 
temed a treaty with the Sakan of Damasons ; and 
the Hoephallaia, the Duka <^ Burgundy and otheia, 
with the Man of Egypt< who promised them Ja- 
rasalem in relmm for their aUiaaca* These traatias 
-w^re, faowaTer, on tba paint of being broken, bydto 
ahhrsdmraa mmI devoat Riokard of Cornwall, brother 
of Henry UL of England Bat the pious intention 
-altiiiapnaca lo affei^t the more perfect deliiiifiry of 
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the Holy Land, was reusted by the oAer C3in9liaB 

knigbts; and he was obliged to be oonkteoA wiih 
having made a pilgrimage ratber .than a crufiade. 
Europe, in the meantime, continued to be eqiudly 
disturbed by the struggles of Frederick and Gre- 

.gory ; and when the latter died, he left his suq- 
cesser to pursue a conflict, which was as injurious 
to the present peace of tbe church, as it was favour- 
able to its future reformation. 

Innocent IV, mounted the pontifical throne at 
a time when both Europe and Asia were thrown 
into th^ deepest alarm, by tbe progress of the M^ 
gul Tartars. This barbarous people still retained 
the habits of ancient times ; but to the plwn and 
simple. manners of herdspien, they added the fierci^- 
ness and savage customs of constant warfare. 
While the different tribes, which composed this 
yast nation, remained separated, either by the nece^ 

' sitiesof a wandering life,, or the animosities to which 
these necessities give rise* tbe iron-bound desarts of 
the North were a sufficient barrier between them 
and the civilized world. But there is a social 
principle in humanity, which, utider the first <ar- 
cumstances favourable to its action, attracts anid 

. binds men together. Large families of the Tartar 
races were thus united ; and the desire of conquest 
as well as its necessity, grew with the increasing 
number of these tribes. At length, by the Conquest 
of Constantinople, the mighty partition-wall, under 
which the nations of the East and West had sluni- 
bered for centuries undisturbed, fell with a fright- 
ful crash. From tbe bleak and immeasurable wilds, 
myriads of savage warriors were. seen ready arm- 
ed for the con£ct. Their fierce countenances, 
hardy frames, and immense numbers, filled all 
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men Witk cR^nHif ; and the iM^M e&w^rednn* 
der their menaceS) aa if they poet«eMed no meAnt 
i>f f eflidtiiig «iieh a peeple. 

The terror which the Moguls occasioned^ <$eiltti*> 
hated greatly to preserve the peace of Palestine ; 
and the Syrian Cbrlstians ren>d(ned for Mne liw# 
nndisitirhed hy any of the Saraeen princcfs* Bat> 
vnfortnnat^y for the fahhfa?, the Tartars, In Ao 
coarse of their ini^asioas, had faDen apon the Ctt*- 
rasmiatts, a people inhabithig llici borders oC the 
Caspian, and had driven them from their eovntry. 
The exiles, scarcely lose barbaroos than their eon* 
qnerors, wandered about in search of a new set* 
tleinent^ carrying death and detastation In thek 
train. On approaching Sjria, the discoid which 
prevailed among the Moelems favoured their 
arms; and the Saltan of Cairo entered into H leagoo 
with them, by which he promised to yield Jerusa- 
lem into their bands. The Holy City, nnprepared 
for defence, was immediately abandoned by the 
Christians ; and the Carasmians foand in it only a 
few eieh and aged people, who were unable to e- 
scape with their brethren. The greater part of the 
conquerors, on seeing this, retired behind the city, 
and these who remnined, hoisted the standard of 
the cross on the wftlk and citadel, and rang the 
bells of the diiferent ^^urehes. The (Vigitives par- 
sed in their fiight at this smgular occ«rrenc^« 
^ God ! ** exdfldmed they, ** has bad mercy upon 
us, and driven away the barbarians." Seven the** 
sand ef them immetiiately returned fo their boMei^ 
when the Carazmians started from their retreats^ 
reentered the town, and slavghtered, or loaded 
with irons, the whole number. Their fary evM 
earteaded to Iho d«Mt> and they «^«roy«d tl»M^ 

2b 2 
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posed toBdb of oar Saviour, tiuX oi Gofdfrey of 
JBoniUoDy and wfaatevor rdios they could find of 
the saints and martyrs who were baled in the Ho- 
lyCity. 

: A. D. 1244. This melancholy eveat united aU 
parties ; and an army was speedily raised, compoaed 
of both Christian and Massalman> the comnuuMi of 
which was intmsted to the prince of Emessa, 
nowned for his valoor and pmdenee. Having 
camped in the plains of Ascalon, this General 
.commended that the forces should there await (hose 
of the enemy ; but the Christians would not hear 
of this cautions method of proceeding, and encomn- 
twred the Carazmians in the territory of Gam. Be- 
fore the engagement commenced, the forces, kneel- 
ing down, received the benedictions of the priests. 
Scarcely had they risen from their devoUon, when 
the enemy advanced, and poured their <afrow« a- 
meng the ranks of the allied troops. For a mo- 
ment the assault was unresisted. The prince • of 
;Joppa, the bravest knight in the army, was under 
sentence of excommunication ; and the patriavdis 
4>f Jerusalem had sternly forbidden him to advanee. 
3nt the time was too precious to be thus^waated ; 
and the Bishop of Rama, seeing the situation of 
•the army, flew to the prince, and eiclaiined, 
** March ! I absolve thee, in the name of the Fa- 
jther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, and 
ibroughout the greater part of the next day» the 
Jbattle raged in all the horrors of slaughter ; but 
at last, the prince of Emessa fled, and the faithfid, 
left without his support, found it impossible to re- 
sist the strength of the enemy any longer^ Of the 
.splendid array of knights who had entered Ais 
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4eld of Udodt few remftined ta tell tbe tsle of their 
diBaeters* The Templan had either all perished, or 
were taken prisonera, except thirty-three; of thb 
Hospitallers only twenty-six escaped ; and of the 
Teutonic knigto only three snnrived. Nor was 
this loss of the Saracens less severe. Two thou* 
jand of tbe noblest Moslems were left dead 
Ml tbe plain, before tbeir retreat; and altoge* 
tker above, thirty thousand of the allies are sap* 
posed to have fallen by the sword of the Canz- 



. Jerusalem bad now again become the posses* 
eioii of Egypt; and the Carasmians continued 
4heir triumphant march through tb,e neighbour- 
ing' provinces. At >tha siege of Jc^pa, the he- 
■toism of o^r days was revived in the person of 
.thd prince of that city, who had been taken pri- 
ooner in the late battle. Placed on a cross, and 
tlureateBed with instuit death, if he would not de»- 
mre the inhabitants to surrender, he cried to his 
^eople^ ^ It is your duty to defend this Christian 
«ity, and mine to die for Christ.'^ The place, how- 
ever, was taken, and Ganthier of Brienne perished 
umier the hands of a barbarous rabble. In little 
more than a year after this event, the Saltan of Cairo 
btck^ his engagements with the Carazmians ; and 
^ Saracen princes forming a strong junction with 
him against these barbarians, they were finally 
jimretk out of Syria* But the Holy City remained 
in the hands of the Saltan ; and the loss the Chris* 
^ans had sustained in the battle of Gaza prevented 
t^Mir attempting any measured for its recovery. 
rNew triA)es of Tartars^ alsoy- continued to harrass 
lli^.country. with their iuvasions, and the whole land 
wae^.4nv^Ted in gloom. ■ 
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TIm dbire08 and atixieif uliiek d<>praMed ttt 
states of Europe were mmrcdj lasn aiBietrng^ The 
contetit belween the Pope asd ftiia epposeiits Ised 
compelled the former to aeek aefety in flight; Aod 
having taken refnge ui Lyona, he called a geaicral 
council in that city^ to eoosider what measnree should 
be taken for reitoriog peace to the Chmtiaiichm& 
/fhe £mperor of ConslaDtinapie, the Bi^op of B^ 
rvtom, and other diltingniahed prelates, mMl dep«- 
tiei from nearly all the piinoei of Ewope, wwm 
present at this assembly. Previous to it» beiog 
opened, a meeting was held to settle sosoe polntsy 
peparatory to, the gieaeral debater when the repfe^ 
sentadva of Frederic assured the Pope of thtf d»- 
lermination of Ua maater to obey all the com* 
manda of the ehurdi ; nod offnted, aa hie gmtui* 
tees, the Kangs of England wad Ftanee. Bat 
Innocent rejected with disdain promises which 
had been ao often broken ; and at the openlig el 
the coqndl* ho coaapared ^e ndaeries ol Cktisttni>- 
dom to the five wonads of Christ on the trot% 
which he enumerated in the folkiwiBg order t The 
im^ition of the Tartars ; The schism of die €beei»^ 
The invasion of the Carasmians ; The ]Hisgn!a» of 
heresy ; And the peisecutiona which he safiered 
from Frederic Mutual reenaainatioBB now teelc 
pkice between the Pope and Tfaoddens, the friend 
aiul eloquent representative of the Emperor ; haa 
the attention of the aasenUy was at lengib mtiUNi 
from this furious dispute to the aitaation of Jeiw* 
salem and Constantinople* The account given of 
the condition of these citiee moved the hearts of 
is^i present, and a evusado was proctaimed i» the 
usual maimera those who abenld embark m h being 
assured of the benedictions of tbe churcH andef 
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all the privileg«« bestowed on their predeoefiBora 
in the aacred cause. 

The deputies of Frederic bad requested the 
Pontiff to allow tbem a fortnight to make tbetr 
master acquainted with his will. At the ead of 
that time> the council was again assembled ; bat 
tbe Emperor teiiiBed.any fiurtber to humble him* 
Bel|. Thaddeus, therefore, could only deprecate 
^e ▼engf»ance of the Pope, till another and more 
fwiaeroas assembly might be called ; but his pro* 
position was unattended to, and the aadienee a* 
iimitffd lA' terEQr the resolution of Imiocent^ Har- 
iilg made some preliminary observations in a tone 
of: paternal tenderness, bis voice suddenly changed* 
** 1 am, said ha,, the vicar of Jesus Christ : What 
X biiid on earth is.iie«nnd in heaven; and, in coa*- 
Iprmity with the )viU of the church, I pronounce 
JVoderiC' guilty of sa^arakga and heresy ; of felony 
|ll|id,pei[|i»y V exconununpicated and cast from febe 
apmpire* I absolve all from theucoaths who have 
fjarcffa allegiance to him* I forbid tbem, under 
^p of.excoramanication, to obey him. I desire^ 
alqip,. the eleotors to choose a new Emperor, rer 
aarving the disposition of Sicily to myself. " Terv 
fOf struck, the deputies of Frederic at this dennn* 
ciaijvon* " O day of. wrath and evil! O terrible 
day ! " cried Tbaddeus, " Now may the heretics 
ti^iimpht and the Tartars possess the world !'' The 
aow^a) mts concluded with the Te Deum ; and 
Jbyn^ceiit ^n:laia^d, '^ I have done my duty ; but 
Cfod- do hif will. " The Emperor heard of hia 
aKfionwi>ipnicatioa with the most violent indigna* 
t«9i| ;, and patting on hia crowni> bid defiance to 
ttw.Ppntiff and hia threats. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

LOUIS IX. ANP THK SIXTH AWD SBVKNTH CRUSADES.— DEATH 
OF LOUIS.— FIVAI. EXPULSION OP THE PEAinC8.«<K»nrCLtm6^. 

A. D. H46. The ambftion, piuwioli, i>rM«* 
fldntion of Innocent, bad tfarowfi all £«r0p» 
into agitation. Italy, Genniiny, and Engtandi ra^ 
fered the heaviest calamities from hlsfaHl d^ 
l^ce of the church ; and Frafice owed to th^ 
piety and enthusiasm of her monsirch, th# privily 
of accomplishing the new crusadp. L<mk IX*, 
whose demotion obtained htm the title of SiStt% 
possessed by nature the noblest qtndfties of bniMf^ 
nity ; and the virtues which he ekhlbited^^tii tft« 
earliest period of his reign, had gained him tte niii^ 
tersal Teveration of his people. A dangeDNffmlM* 
lady, which seized him a short time htfore ^ 
Coancil of Lyons, threatened his Hfe ; and tiiyftig 
fkllen into a deep sleep, his attendants conelafded 
that he was dead. He gradually, however, g«^ 
signs of returning animation ; and the first wo«i* 
he uttered were to' demand the cros^, aild t0 tal^ 
the TOW of the crusade. His recovery w» wt 
garded as a miracle; but when he reaeWedlh*^ 
declaration of bis intentions respecting the ft#f 
Land, his mother Blanche, the princes and pmi* 
lates of the kingdom, implored him t^ desist ^oil 
inch a perilous enterprise; and were onlyidleficed 
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Vr bm amwring ifaw, th«t be had beoi 
eo in « fiswD, by a Diiine Toicet to deliFer Jera- 
ailein* Lam then •nmmoaed a parliament, at 
wkidi svreral of kb pnacipal barona agroed to 
Mbv him to Syria* Hia three royal brothec^ 
were of thia number; and these noblemen and 
pptnces were joined in the vowa they made by 
their wirei^ who were pemiaded to this meemiFe 
m well by the example of Qneen Margarett as by 
ttieir affection* Beeides the pabKc exertions which 
LoQia employad to efiect Im tlesigns, he used all 
hia priyate and penonnl mflnenoe to the nme pan* 
poaow Having to bestow, according to an ancient 
onatomy a pecnliar kind of robe upon hia coar* 
tiaaa, be ordered crosies to be privately embroider* 
eden the mantlea, «» that when hia friends r»* 
ceived theniy they fonnd themselves invested witb 
a badgey which their regard for the King, and 
their cbivakona ideas,, would net permit them to^ 
rpAOiRS. But neitiwr the enithusiaaBB nor popuW 
lily of Lonia could blind the eyes of his aaoat lEiitl»* 
fi4«daiiiiara to the danger of his enterprise. Tha 
qpieen;aiother, Blanebe, oontinued to urge every ar* 
g^neat with which her aMtemri. aolScitndeand good 
aeii8»auppited her. Accompanied by the Biahep of 
fmm 4md the prindpai penonages of the cesnrt,. 
An Madu a lael eppeai to his feelings, and besoughe 
hiaa to eonsider the misery into which she sbeuid 
he throwu by hia departure, which would be to bee 
Ae saose aa hie death ; the danger his states wonid 
knfot by being l^t without the sovereign, andr 
huratiDg into a passionate flood of tears, she «oo»* 
duded by lihemag hia undertokiBg to the sacrifice 
ef Isane which Ged saved Abeabam ftom making, 
l^ouia embiuced hiaoMlhery and with » voice cen^ 
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dered cdm by, the inteouty of fais devdtiaD» hb r»» 
pealed bis unalterable deteraiinattoa to fulfil bia. 
▼0W8. The queen and her attendants now ceased 
to oppose his will, and the preparations for the ex- 
pedition were carried on with redoubled vigour, 
Frederic now implored the mediation of Louie with 
the Pope, to effect a reconciliation» but in vaia; 
and the disturbed state of afiairs in England preyent- 
ed her from assisting in the design. France wae 
thus left to complete it by her own resources, and 
the devotion of her monarch had ample ejceccise 
in overcoming the obstacles which opposed them* 
selves to his wishes. One of the most interesting 
of the incidents related respecting the preparations 
for this crusade, is that a spirit of deep humility 
and charity powerfully affected the (Hrincipal pei^ 
sons engaged in the enterprise. Acts of the gfeatr 
est benevolence were performed by .the barons as 
their best preparations for the danger they were to 
encounter. Some who had been notorious, for in- 
justice and oppression, restored what they had 
gained to the rightful possessors, and others, Mjoaong 
whom was the Sire Joinville the , excellent chvo* 
nicler of Saint Louis, assembled .their vassak, and 
besought them to pardon whatever affronts or in- 
juries they had received at their hands. Moonft- 
teries and hospitals were raised at the ezfmaie of 
these pious warriors, and this enthusiasm of chari- 
ty was crowned by the. benevolence and justice of 
Louis, who employed the last days preeediii|^ Irie 
departure in examining the situation of the kiogy 
dom, placing men of probity in all sitiiations #f 
trust, and correcting public abuses of every kind. . 
. A. D. .1248. The most ..profound tranqnillitgf 
reigned throughout the .kingdom^ and. all claBie»,<<rf 
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• "people seemed inspired with tbe same deep feeling 
of derdtion. Pk'oeessions were continually passing 
ibrotigh the streets, and hymns and loud accland- 
ations of holy joy filled the ur. At the Abhey of 
Saint Denis, Lonis receired the standard of the 
efoss from the hands of the Legate, and heard mass 
for the last time in the cathedral of Notre Dam^, 
after which he bade adieu to the capital amid the 
prayers and lamentations of his subjects, and re- 
paired to Corbeil, where bis mother and his wife 
awaited him. He then gave the reins of government 
to Blanche, and after two days more of religions 
preparation, commenced his journey. At Lyons 
Louis rlBceived the blessing of the Pope, and again 
vainly endeavoured to make peace for Frederic. 
He next proceeded to Aignes-Mortes, where a 
fleet of a hundred and twenty ships awaited him, 
and immediately embarked, all the crusaders join- 
ing in the anthem of Vent Creator Sphitus^ as the 
Tessds left the shore. The French knights, uh- 
^aoeuslOraed to sea, expressed their terror at being 
eomfmitt^ to the uncertain waters ; but the fleet 
arrived safely at Cyprus, where the King and his 
•followers again disembarked. 

Here Henry, the King of Cyprus, and lately en- 
dowed with the title of King of Jerusalem by the 
Pope, reeeived Louis with great honour, and con- 
duoted him to his capital. Having already detOr- 
mined to proceed to Syria the following spring, he 
employed etery argument to persuade Louis to de- 
flsr his own departure till that time ; to which 
the King, unfortunately, "I consented; for during 
the stay of the army in Cyprus, luxury and 
iicetniousness corrupted the bravest of his compfa^ 
owns. A pesl^iiee; iHii<^ also raged at the same 
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tiMM, one flffMiso hrtidiii<iidr<fty ;»aJ Ae >tt> Mi u, 

hftnng ^Khamled their moneys were mAt ihwfl i t 

«B^ «nth the tolel ^ieeei^on «f idmir MbMto^ 

' . JemWlke eenfaBset liiiiMelf M iiavie heev ia lUHfUH 

tnatkm ; but he wes reyevad hy the lifafiralilf -of 

-Loait, wiio fare bin «ight hv&dfed iM«B% W^Miy 

the nuns due to In knifhls. GtmXnlmftiVm-wtin 

,ttt the <Maie time agitated betmea the difl^BMBt 

..pameB of Templans iIo«|»ilBl)eni, and Xtalia&eea- 

. Bembled in the ieknd; and Loak with diifi«idtf 

' ,pi«veAted a civil war. -Oceaneaees, hei^war, «f 

.a different naturBtetiyed to diatfael the attentwa 

..«f the (Mspntaots irt>m motnal fecrkDiaaliMi. Am 

f-^mbaBey, eaid to have been ^nnt hf a Taiiar 

-jmaee, dedariag rhie own <cdM«m«n and tfatfi-<of 

the .gieat >Khan ta Chrktiaait^ etraok aH CypHM 

with astoniehment ; bat it .was aever iMly dater^ 

. jnined/ whether <tlse*whole aikm was n^a^tbriaa- 

4ioa>of aame^nenks. Tiie^aalortaaate £m|iteaa of 

(ConstantiBDpleafeo anrtted iatheislaadaaarftigiiwe 

«abd* sappliant for charity ; bat all other »o ^j e cla agail* 

rtentioa were les^sight^,' when letters waieaaeamd 

ifay LenisfiamtheGrbadjiiaaterB of^the Me^tAUers 

and Templars, advisiDg him teaaterlatOAegatiatkiln 

.fOf|ieaee with the Sakanaf'Aciis. The etn^gest 

»iadignation was«exp]«flsed, bath bytthe lE^alKl 

.fhis followeffB, .at the BMntioa^f taahameaaan; 

^«nd, a fleet ha^tig t^eu la^sia .aaseiabled» Hhe "araiy 

..^f Loais and the King 4fi G)ipras 'embaited a fiaw 

'%daye before PenteoQSt. A vieleat atonB» whkh 

drore many of the teteels on the Syriaafeaait^ 

-#eoB|peUed Loaie toput haek; bat the k»B8>hefhad 

aasteiaedby the tempeit.twaean^^ lafaivadby^lhe 

.4«aniTa] of WiMiam of Scdiabary, rwith two handled 

JBaglish»knig[itfe,taad ather wnrieniH^Bi Caaaiin 



tiMfki Tiw«9§ wtivr tlwivfoie'igRiirwi; «i#- 
at;lli»«ait of fo«r imfUt ihe toweni of Dwaieit» 
opyatid is* m^^ The nvioiM ohiofe tlleii en^ 
tM4 the ship on bowd of wMeh vw tho- sove* 
rai§a; «mI hariBf* neoeived hit- osbortatMNw t» 
mHTf md eo«rag8« tlloy sU> oi bnwo d, and- vowed 
(a ftiUoir btw to the leal. 

. A« IX lSI4t. BittM-Setob N c g M e dcfo, the pre«^ 
een^ Sultsa^ «f Cairo, hod Hakea the wieeei pre^ 
eeiMioa fiie the delmee of hie domiaioiie ageiBoi 
the erModeve; tmA the* fleet h»riii|f heea reeon-'- 
neiteod'by foor gfille^i of whiA bovrever oalf 
omm felMriMMl^ the woMe of Dwniello, aad the-whok^ 
line ef cowe, irere qoidd^r seea eovered wilh' 
tRMpe* At tho'beed oJF these fbreee we» the cele» 
bnCed weiner Takndcyii, who^ dad m brilliaiit' 
amew, looked Mkethe tmam hbatreogth, * whika 
the Nile waeeorered with the Sltfacoii fleet ; ami 
the wide eateot of aea and lead veaoiittded with 
BflOilial^ oaoaiCf aodlhe •mtttMd' roeaaoee of the two 
ayamanfai A ecawaitation was held eo board 
the »oy«l TMsri, ae to whether the descent shouifl 
ho'.miaasdiaiely at t ea ifHtid , or deferred tiMfthvan* 
mt^ •i a IMrtof the* fljoet^bperBod by; the stomib 
The 'fofaMr meaawo' war deteniiiiieil vpon ;<. ami 
tbo oflKt dajs the treope bega» to disembark amwl 
shewesa.of thoeoeaays'arrowab Loois, whoas his. 
attswhuitB i» vaia endeavoared to nswaia, leaped 
ittMi hie gaUof iate the asa, vrfiieh leaehed to hi» 
sboithkssb Covering hianelf witk his biMskler^ and 
with eword m hand, • he rashed lowarde the shores 
shatilOiff''MeDtJoieSaiac4>eaier'*^ Hegahwd 
th0rlaild»iaeaiBlyr aad Insiamlif fettoft hb hnee% 
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patient to foUow hiin,> moq joined hi^iStiiiidardk; 
the two tanoim aod fleete joined battle witboBt <de» 
lay<; apd Tictory* both by fiQaand iandy rewardted 
tlw valour aad piety of the craisadera» The death 
ofithe Sultai^, who had been some time aiak^ waa 
at this time reported to the ranquithed Mas* 
lems* Their BpiritSy already aubdued by defeAti 
wer^ entirely broken by thi^ inteUigeaea. - . Tak*^ 
r<^din fled with hie whole amy i Damietta wm 
alao forsakea by the garrison; aad ^»iiexk da^r 
its deserted streets w^^ filled by the triomfihaat 
cijasad^rs* The Sult9o» who still lived, paiaisbod 
n^y of the fugitives with death for their.-coward^ 
ice ; and the victory of the Christians spread dia*' 
niay throughout J^gypt* ,X(Ouis» in the mean time» 
divrided Damietta and its territory ampngtb^ thf«e 
^ibI orders. of kBighta;.apd tbeworabjip of ^ the 
Sfivi^Mir was again eatabli^ed in the ehwchea*^ - 
, Malek Saleh. Negmeddin, ajummoping aU. the 
little strength whiph reinained to liuni remoiced io 
AJLanaomaby where he reviewed hie fofceB,.aod 
eudeavooired to restore, discipline- While he was 
thua exerting himself, the ChriatiaDa allowed thekr 
en^i^gy to be dimiaished;!^ inaction, V^d the ea^v* 
vating influence of the rlimatei. . Disputes also^ 0i 
a, dangerous .kiad» ar.ose. respecting thadiyisbn^^ 
the boQfty ; and. gaming and every apeeies of licen*- 
tifn^i^s prevailed thrA)ughoat the camp* The ^or 
thority of the King was every day. lesa respected ; 
and» to increase the confasion, .parties of- Cara»* 
B^ajHi. and Bedouin Arabs were • constantlyooa 
t^e watchr ^ surprise the crusadefa who i^eiitafed 
out of their quarters in searcli of spoil* The 
loss of Sidooy which.. fell into the handa of the 
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BriM»ttf DMbaMHi^ md tie smIi tf N i g i Bdi ii i^ 
gittfc fwitiwff oifeii^bteil tibc erasMlM; and tbtir 
pw i p e ti ty seeond to be ntptdly dffoKMUf. At 
tbifi omhmnM, iMNrarflr, when tbe pco8|wec of Lonio 
WM MOaft gfUomyy kis tpnte won rartoiod b^ tlio 
Mrrml of UibrotlMiv iho Coont of Poiotiera, wIm^ 
bod keen long' espocttdt oad had Mcaped tbo p»^ 
rib of a BMat tempaatsoni voy«§|o^ to ao oohopod' 
for maooor. Tko RnforaencBt wfatek tbo arorf 
tlMio rottirod raDdeiod the ctwadeva impatieot to< 
eommeacao op et atioiM agaaat tbo enem j ; a foiaa-- 
oil waa thoerfoto atmmoe«cd, aod^ afier fa i to awi ' 
had been iMecotaed, tbo daagorons 
adopted of an imaediato descent 
Cairo. 

A. D. 1850. Leanng a ganrieoa ia I>aBiiotta» 
tritk the Qaeon and the other ladies, tbe anay^ 
oowietiiig-of aboat sixty thoosand aien, proceed- 
ed to Phar c scoo fy where it eoeanped. Ni^giNod<>- 
dn dted at thia tine, bnt his Snhaaa wisely can-* 
ttoned the Eama to eoacoal the event-front both>' 
hie snfajeets aad the Chnstiaas. Her connsel wao* 
followed $ hot the new Saltan, mistmstinf hie* 
atrsngth, aeat ambaasadors to the cmsod tefs , t^ 
offer terms of peace* They rejected the propeai^ 
tisa, m they had done others of the same kind in^ 
the iifotinie of N egn sed di n, and contianod thohr 
nrareh to Mansonrab. Five hnndrod Moelenia^ 
who endeanraiod to snrprtse tbe Templars dnnog^; 
the rontr, fell viotinw to their oani perfidy ; and< 
the Ckruaiane fermed their enoampesent near the- 
canal of Aacbmonm Tbeaaby on the site occBpled» 
by John of Bsieaae, wben bo enifered the disas* 
ttona dirfsat ia the preneos omsade. The Sara* 
oona weini«Bcaaq>ed on the opposite «do of thor 

2cl^ 
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cmmif to psflB whidit die Cbristinw had i6 Knnar m 
dUce and causeway ; bat their labonn were erreiy- 
boQT' connteracted bj the vigiiaaoe of the- eneny* 
A month was paesed in these useless ^MeieavoiirSy 
and in that time they suffered gfrestly (rem the as- 
saults of the Moslems^ who, poustag^ their sfae^irem- 
of Greek fire into the campt repeatediy threatened 
the whole army with destraotion* Takreddiii was i 
1^ the head of die forces thus opposed to the em- 
sadersy and Louis began afanost to despair of pasa* 
ing the lake. The treachery, however, of » SmtB^ - 
een renegade, reiiered fakB from his doubtful eitu- 
ation. Under the guidance of thk mas, the army 
cemmenced its passage at a ford, ahant half & league^ 
distant from its former position ; and the CouBt' 
of Artois,. the brother of Loais, resisting the cau« 
tions of the King, led his division at once across, 
the stream*. A party of the enemy who attempt* 
ed to oppose him was speedily defeailed ; the Gouott,- 
inflamed by success, refosed to await the jnaetion 
of die remaining forces, and lallowed the flying' 
enemy ; he reached the camp of Takreddin just as 
the chief had left the bath ; .mounting his hoise^ 
almost naked, the Emir instantly led hie fottoarera 
into the fidd; but his valour was exermed' m. 
uidn ; the Christians rode triwnphaiit throu^ dw' 
camp ; and he fell, after exhibiting the soMest in* 
fii^ncea of heroism. 

Not content with the victory thus suddealy «b» 
tained, the Count determined to continue the pur^ 
suit of the enemy^ who was ivpidly ieeing t»^ 
wards Maasourah. The conquctoia entered the 
town without resiataacef and while a part of them 
pursued their. route to Cairoy the rest remained, to 
ipiliage the<»^. But sudden^ the fiaraoeoa div* 
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eofwmd tbe Mmliness of the fbite before whieb 
they had fled ; and, ndlyiBg under tbe chief Bibars- 
Beadoedar, they flew upon tbe CbnstiaiiSy intent. 
on their spoil, and massacred them withoat mercy** 
The main body of tbe army was in tbe mean time 
paasiBg tbe stream^ which it succeeded in doing ^ 
but on lesiehing tbe shore, the troops were assailed 
by: sereral parties of Moslems; and soon alter, tbe 
vfa(^ Saracen army appeared in sight. Lonis,* 
eUnfaed in magntficent annoor, attracted the adnii« 
nilioa of tbe foiees by his majestic port, bis goidmi 
helmet, and bis bontisbed German sword. Tber 
skillf however, of Bondocdar, enabled bis troops 
to resist tbe impatnoos charge of tbe Franks, who 
were at length obliged to retreat towards tbe 
canal. Loois at t^s moment was snrronnd* 
ed by six Modem warriors; but, freeing bim-^ 
setf ireai their swords, bis troops again rallied, and 
renewed the combat. The chevaliers, who had 
haatened to tbe assistance of tbe Count of Ai*^ 
teis, lonnd him ready to perish amid a host of foes ; 
and their heroic fidelity quickly placed them in 
mful peril. The battle bad commenced at ten in 
the aoniieg, and it continued till three in tlie af- 
ternoon, when the Christians entered Mansonrah ; 
bittt, before this time, the Ccmnt of Artois, tbo 
I^ird Of Si^bury, and the greater part of tbe 
Hospitallers and Templars, lay dead on the field* 
Tke crusaders had thus dearly purchased their 
titumph, and their minds were filled with gloomy 
apprehewHons for tbe fature. 
I : The iMsBce they had made against the invaders 
graatly elsMited the spirits of the Saracens, who 
hid et fiiat regarded them as invincible. At night 
tb^y uttadked the encampment^ but were repulsed* 
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Not dc^wiitid^ bowewr, by tbb d^ Jifail,^ 
Boodocdar pnpnntd for ft geneni battks asd ett 
Ath^Wodaeiday th« two annkar w«re agsni ••- 
gtg«<L LoQb and fab- bvollMri^ tha Co«bi» «f. 
Aajon aed Pdotien, peifonMd.pradkipa* «f «■<» 
krar in tbia battle ; ihair .bca^ary ; wwm aoc o ad pd by 
tbat of tba iraopa^ and Tictdf y tffoMMd tbaia elk 
fiHt8« Ib wriiiag^ tor fail friaiidii in Eopapa, Ljama 
only modMiy aaid, ^ The fifa^ Wedaaadiqr ia 
Leaty the tamp was attacked by aU tbe MeriMft 
ibreea; Ood decbred for tbe Fwch, a«d tba ia* 
fidels were rapakad." Bat iba triaaipb prodacad 
Uttla real good to the cniBadefa ; aad aickiiaat, «satt» 
aad by tbe pntrefeotion of tbo mambarkaB bodiaa 
left UBboried, spread tfarongb the aitty« Tbe 
ttlenoai which had carried off setend of tbe 
warriorBy at length smed Looia bioiaelC; and tii» 
diatreB8» occaaioaed by the oonlagteii, waa iaciaaaed 
by tbe conataot attacka of the near Sakan Atev^ 
adam, and atiil more by tbe waat ctmuawi whkk 
abortJy added the miteii^a of faarine to tbeae aft^t 
•eady suffered. Loais at last consented to deaoloid 
a truce ; bat tbe Suhan rcquiiiiig tbat tbe Kia§ 
himself should be the hostage for ita fnlfilmeat^ iAm 
Bi^fofiation was abruptly concluded ;. and no bops 
of safety now remained) but in attcmptiag'to va:* 
peas the lake. Tbe passage was effected, bud 4ha 
Christians were atill exposed to the attacka of ^» 
enemy, aad were too much weakened by diaeasa 
to resist them. A tether retieat, tberelbie^ to 
Damietta was decided upon, and part of tbeforeta 
began to embark in tbe t ease la wfaicb»wttiled llien 
ontheNile. Nothing, however, could peiaaade Lama 
to leave the shore, till the whole of bis amy aboaU 
be safe from the eneiny. The biihop% the elM%. 
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hiiii» with teara, to sare himself witbont delay; 

but he centiBaed to resist their entreaties, and re- 

taaiiied seated on* his dbarger, though almost faint* 

iag horn ^e effects of his sieknesS) watching 

the; retreat of the treops^ and xetuning around 

fauaoalyia^wxhevalierB who refused to depart* 

Soveely bad the march hegun» when the Saracens 

weise seen close in their rear ; and, in the night, 

gyeat nsmbersof the Christians fell in:tbe unequal 

oanfliot. The vessels, on board of which were the rest 

oii ^beiCriMadere, wece in- the mean time attacked 

hif>ihe» Egyptian-fleet; .and these fogitirea shared' 

thttiSame fete as their breUiren on land. Loui% 

afier agreat maay escapes, .at length reached the vilf 

lage Minieb. The cbeindier Gaucher de ChaliUon 

reinained athis side, and f<ril in defending him ar 

pnnst the: Moslems, who pursued him into the 

tmn^ The reasainder of the guard) having taken 

Its .pttsitioii. on » -JiiU, sesisted. for some time the 

i^pBQaoh of the assailants ;.but finding it imposair- 

Ue«lo defend themselves much longer, their leader 

eant to /request Louis to desire a truce* The. King 

oiMasented, and the Moslem chief was on the point 

ofi aceeptiag the terms proposed, when «n unfor-. 

tiioa^ eerpression of fear escaping one of the soU 

diera preaeat, the. guard threw down their arms, 

and the £mir, declaring. he would make no truce 

w^itb the yaaqnished, the Sacacena rushed into Mi- 

niebf seiaed the pious and..unfortunate Louis, and 

immediately loaded him with irons. As sooaas tins 

:eatastropbe wasknown, the crusaders, both those on 

Jand, md. those in the vessels, thought no longer 

of defending themselves. Thousands fell- under the 

awcivds of the infidels, and those who were spared 
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' Owr tpMM would fiul « in fltrnqptiBf !• ^»^« 
settbc the calamitws wiikk Ibttowed dMi» oPMHk' 
Lfldift WM eoaviiyed dovm llie: Nile M Mhmow* 
nk kt trniflifkh, and was ctomiy «(MifiiiMl. iar dM- 
hAUMT of ^a Saltan's aeoralaryv Not Am wmt^ 
eat comlbrt waa afforded ham^ in hia priBon^ 
the oalf things he had pfeaarred ol. ail hm 
smmAf waa a. book ef pealan* Wkhithk h» 
soied biusetf n his aij&ring% and no eip wiaie t* 
of etfeher angiefr or ieapaMieBce aieaped hia aaeiith^'* 
Hie feaifBatioa fiUed hie eeeaiiea intb aateMab«- 
i»MHr whieht waa ab laat eonmrted. kite pity* Thn 
Sehea aaiK bin filtyepleiidid rahei, and inesaMk; 
bim to a feaat; but theoe ■tteetiene wese rafeeted*. 
Ae effer of liberty waa tbcnr made >hiei. on eoadli'' 
tiee ef hia^ anrreiideffiBg Daaaietta** Thia al^omm- 
retoed ; awl though ihreets of the meal TieAaot* 
taatoAia were then reeovted to, he. ronainad fiaed- 
in his reaolotioB te ceeapfoaiiBe aeicher hia di^ei^- 
tmt the Chaiit^an eaeae* Sierilar o&ra were mmdm 
te the captive wsrrion with Iske efficit* Of thai; 
infevior pmonen hnndceds wen destroyed k^ 
dyoweiag in the Nile, or by the- awevd; ecfaeiao 
aa?ed thensBekes by eB»bfaei&g MidiiiaiilMiiiiHyan^ 
sene were allowed te pnrehfUBe their &eedoie* 

We uuat net forget te mentioii,. thai the<te«M» 
waa thrown into raeh deep afiietten at the tidir 
iaga of her hnabaad's captUrity, that it ^haoaghfr em 
^emeiUare labour. Namiof the ehild TneiaB# iar 
meoiory of her grief, the only h^»erehetiiew timm 
nsbed waa to die before the enemy oeold ■ppfoaaht 
Damidtta ; but in order to aecswre hev niity foea»^ 
iioilffm irtoieattei aha ealfod oan of her meatWlbf^ 



jnrad bim to promiae that the woulcl perfimn forhfit 

dui aw to esecate the comawnd, wb^to^Ter it fKJglift 

1^ alM iben^made Jbim swear tbitt be weokl pnt 

Imt to. diMitb tbe momeiit <tbe snamyAoM enter 

ihe town; a duty, bowever, wbicb 4b» .WtUal 

. pc f gan t was aever called to porfona* 

Wbat iio.pcinei|»let of jaeicy er jiMtmoooU in- 

doM tbe Soitan tofraat, he waS'Compelled to o& 

imtf by tbe danger with which the 'SeditkMw aptrit 

of tbe Emirsy aod tbesivaliy of the other Sasacen 

jHUMse^y tbnaatened Ub antbontj ; aad bis wisest 

«M«ieU«*. l»Tu>g pwsuKied iiua.to gimithe Xing 

. ilia liberty on any terms that jnigbt be safe. Loais^ 

. in^tbeaaea&stime, bad vaGeired intelUgeace tbatJda- 

. Jideita moat sfieedily snmnder ; be replied to tbe 

. :8nltaa».tbat if the Qneen^would coaseat^ be wonld 

.^giae jip tbe town ; reniackuaig» to the astowhmeiit 

(Of 4be MmAm^f -tbat'sbe was JUs wife» and that be 

WMald do aetbiag ,contiary >to bar wilL Xbe 

.wen^.w^icb was demanded of him be also oon- 

amted to.giTe> ibnt tnot for Us. own lansom; ob- 

.<apmag, .that a King .migbt .Mdisem bis snl^ect8> 

JJNit not ibiBMelf fer»mone^. The treaty, however, 

;awi hardly agned nponwhen a>powerfiil isoaspiiaey 

jwas .formed .agaiastAbnoadam, tbe Sultan. An 

.]Btermw'waa»appointed to take place between him 

..juld'Loaia at Bbaiesooai^ whither he,proDeeded»tbe 

rprisenan being-at the same timeconreiyed.tbitbpr 

w^gsUeySk Tbe day after < bis arrival, be gaife a 

.'■tfigaifiaent feast to. jbia;£i9i«84 :wben the ceaspira- 

.itm with an .emissary of tbe.Cidipb of Bagdad at 

tMr head, fell upon him as scon as he appeared 

rinfmUie* Smmg M^n^t iWifoge ia a tower which 
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was instantly set on fire, he agaiii took to flight, 
Imt fell in the attempt to escape, implbring in rain^ 
for mercj. At last, making a Tiolent plnngB frdm 
the hands of his enemies, he rushed, all bloody frdm 
wounds, into the Nile, in the waters of whidi he 
perished; dying, it was remarked by the' Arabs, 
by fire, by water, and the sword. 

The King and his fellow-prisoners expeeted, in 
deep anxiety, the issue of this ev^nt to them- 
selves ; and it was with no little surprise and jdy 
that they found the revolted Emirs, after the 'first 
expression of passion, disposed to treat them with 
respect and attention. It has been even said, tl&t 
they offered to make Louis Sultan of Egypt^ whidi, 
if it proves nothing else, is snfScient to indicate 
the feelings which they evinced iti his favour. The 
Sultana, however, who had shown so much wis* 
dom on the death of the former -prince, was ulti- 
mately elected to the throne; and, bfter seveitii 
debates, it -was determined to act according to the 
principal articles of the truce alreiidy con<^tlM 
with the Christians. But a strong obstacle, after 
every preliminary was settled, still existed to ^e 
completion of these arrangements. Louis, on be- 
ing desired to swear to their fulfilment, refftsed to 
take the oath required. The Emirs, on this, agmn 
- threatened him and hiis companions with ^deertSiy 
or an endless captivity ; and all the barons and 
ecclesiastics implored him to forego his scruplffs. 
But nothing could make him act in contradic^n 
to his conscience ; and after some time^ the'finiinB 
consented to receive his simple promise, observita^, 
that he was the haughtiest Christian -^at had' ev%r 
been seen in l^e East. ' '■• 

The greatest anxiety prevailed in DamieM du- 
ring the night previous to its being surrendered ; 



AND THE CRUSAD£S« 2VI 

and some of the inbabttants appeared incUfied to 
resist the King's comiDaiid* Bat the murmttrs ef 
. the Moslems, and the persuasions of the deputies 
sent by Louis, induced them ^ to retire without coi|- 
fusion ; and the Queen, together with her at- 
tendants, and all the inhabitants, but those wbo 
were too infirm to be removed, embarked in the 
vessck which awaited them. The conquerors then 
took possession of the city, and celebrated their 
victory by the most barbarous treatment of the 
.sick and aged Christians who were left behind. 
In the moment of exultation, they even proposed 
to break their faith with the King, and put him 
and all his followers to death. The ships were 
accordingly ordered back to Pharescour ; but one 
of the £mii» representing to the rest, that they 
would not only be dishonouring themselves by 
■auch a measure, but would be losing the ransoms 
.of the captives, his counsel was, after some lit- 
.tle time, obeyed ; and the prisoners being con- 
veyed to Damietta, the stipulated sum for their 
freedom. was paid ; and the King was permitted to 
.jproceed to Ptolemais, which he reached in safety. 
. A* D* 1251. The misery they had endured in 
this disastrous campaign had reduced the crusaders 
tp the lowest degree of wretchedness. They were 
emaciated in body, and broken in spirit. Without 
money or clothes, they were indebted to the cha- 
tty of the citizens of Ptolemaia for the common 
necessaries of .life. A pestilence which broke out 
.among them soon after, carried numbers to the 
.grav|B ; and others, setting out on their journey 
bom^y perished almost imn^ediately after their de- 
parture. While things were in thb deplorable con- 
jditio^ji Louis received. letters from Us mother^ in- 
voL, a. 2 D 
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tomAag liim of the m l w r y iilto« wiiicb llM M#tf of 
kk eaptinty had throws all Fshmb^ of the' «k- 
tempts which the Kiaf of EaglaMl wm makio^ cm 
hiy territorietf, end of the dirttttirhed state of £e« 
wpe ta geaeni} ; at the aame time kaplotiiig htm 
to retam without delay. 

Leiii«8MeaMed the <$hiefi^ to ceaMilt with t&eta 
on what meaeiiret it wouKI be right to puieiie itnder 
these ekHsaoMftuioeB. Mis hrethery aad the greatest 
wtamie present, with* the exception of the Coittit 
of Joppa, and Joiimlle, stMfif^y advised his reSmgu 
The King having heiird the opinion of eaefa in Ui 
tMO) dismissed thenty and convened the assemhly 
agliinro» the Sunday following. He now decki^ 
his detetditnation to oeiitinsfe ktp some tkne hMiger 
In Syvia, bnt freed aU who desired to reSom fimi 
tiehr engagements^ His brotbeiHf and several of 
the hatfons, aecepted tbi# offeiv and' speedily bade 
him' fhrewell, leaving him basily engaged m piio> 
jSaftitbns for his beftelP defenoe against the infideift. 
BMtunntely for him^ discoid reigned in Egstpt; 
llie Snltamt had beeu deposed, and the Snkan 4f 
itleppD and Damascus off^Ared to unite with hkb 
fl^gainsfr Sgypt* Giving, however, almost the firsi 
cmample among the crosadei» of arri^ious legard 
m-tnxi^, in respect to tireaties^ he reAiOBd the pt^ 
posai till he should know wiieiiter the Egyptiana 
wonld fttlfil Ihehr part of tfatf arrangement. He 
irieeofdingiy sent an ambassador to Cairo, demsiM^ 
ing the medom^ of all the Christians s^ detahied 
In cuptivtty. Two hundred kn^pbts reeoveeei 
fheh* liberty by this resoktton of the King; huS 
seveMd hundred still lemained to hear the*irani 
sfieeies of slaveiy. 
A.D. 1%B^ The cODditlfm of aftdrn in Etf^ 
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«op» W8* radi, tliat L»«is wmgiit in nin l«r tnc* 
eouKs^ ei^er from ius onu cosDtry^ or aay other; 
0lftte. A f«v waitiora j(n&ed faim at diffefeot pe« 
liods ; ami Frederie^ who died about this time^ 
kft a larg^e oam of money to assist the expedition. 
But the Pope retained his enmity against the sw> 
oesaora of Frederic^ and Christendom thus ciUKli^ 
nned to be agitated in ibe same nnaner as for* 
marly« Henry IIL took ihe cross, but nerer in^ 
tended ta embark in tbe wan The only apfiear^^ 
ance of any reaiyness to assiat Loois in his dia^ 
tvessy was exhibited by a multitode of tbe lower 
orders in Franoe, who itraireiaed tbe country under 
tbegnidance of an enthusiast, named, from tba 
country of his btrUi, the Master of Hungary ; but 
tbeir fervour was speedUly ^oufierted into wild 
Hcentiousness ; and these shepherds or pasters^ as 
they called tbemselTiea, were as last puiaaiidv 
and paoished as bandittL So badly was aba 
piety oi Louie seconded, that efsea the kmghta 
who were with him set an exorintant price on 
their serriees, and he was thus obliged to desist 
lisaaii aay measure of difficulty or impoitanca. 1$ 
m worthy bouneFer of mention, lihat about this time 
he received an embassy from tbe Old Man of tba 
Mountain. Tbe Assassins desired to know why he 
had not sent their master presents and tokens of 
respect, as many of the greatest monarcfas bad 
done before him. Louis deferred answering till 
iha Grand Masters of the Hospitallera and Teur* 
|dars were present in the council ; and such, it ap* 
pears, was the known power of those dignitaries^ 
that die deputies now behaved with the most pro- 
found respect, and their chief, shortly after, seat 



300 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY, 

him many splendid presentSy together with a shirt 
and a ring, as tokens of his eternal friendship. * 

The Saltan of Damascus, who had commenced 
war against Egypt, now sought hy every means 
to acquire the alliance of Louis ; and when the 
latler had visited Nazareth and other places of 
celebrity, he invited him to enter Jerusalem. 
But the barons protested against it, observing, 
that it would be setting an example for Christian 
warriors to visit the Holy City as pilgrims, when 
they should only enter it as conquerors. Shortly 
after this, the Emirs of Cairo agreed to restore all 
the prisoners to liberty, as the King had desired ; 
and, as he had further stipulated, the children de- 
tained in bondage, and the heads of the faithful 
who had been slain in captivity. It was proposed, 
that as soon as the treaty was confirmed, the two 
armies should unite, and proceed to the attack of 
the other Mussulman princes. For this purpose, 
Louis proceeded to Joppa, where the junction 
was to take place. But after waiting for several 
months, he heard that the Caliph of Bagdad had 
procured the reiconciliation of the Egyptian Emirs 
with the Sultan of Damascus, and that the forces 
of all Syria and Egypt were leagued against him. 
He had scarcely returned to Ptolemais, when the 
Sultan of Damascus besieged it with his army, 
demanding the sum of fifty thousand pieces of 
gold as its ransom. The want of provisions, how- 
ever, obliged him for the present to retreat, and 
Louis was left to take the best measures for his 
defence against his future attacks. 

While he was intent on repairing the fortifica* 

• Joinville. 
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tiaot of (be few cides wbioh remained in the hindi 
of the Chrifitiaos, an nnexpfected mififorta&e great* 
\y damped his hopes of success. The wails of 
Sidon were again nearly in a state of repair, when 
a tribe of Turcomans surprised the workmen, and, 
entering the town, pat all the inhabitants to tim 
sword. They then retreated to Paneas, whith^ 
Louis pursued them, and compelled them to retire 
with great loss. After iliis victory be hastened to 
Sidon, the rpads leading to which were strowa 
with the bodies of its unfortunate defenders. As 
they lay putrifying in the sun, the pious mimareh * 
desired the soldiers and some of the ecclesiastics 
to give them the rites of burial ; but all shuddered 
at the idea of touching diem ; when Louis, leap* 
ing from his horse, tool^ one of them up in hb 
arms, and exclaimed, *^ Let as give a little dva$ 
to these martyrs of Christ I " 

Iq order to complete the repairs necessary al 
Sidon, the King determined to remain there, and 
superintend the works himself ; but before they 
were finished, intelligence arrived, which at once 
pat a stop to his proceedings, and changed the 
whole current of his thoughts. The Legist of the 
Pope having announced that he had an event of 
importance to communicate, Loois led him into 
bis chapel, where the prelate revealed to him the 
melancholy news of his mother's death. The Kingv 
as soon as he heard this mtelligence, set up a cry 
of agony ; but shortly after bursting mto a flood of 
tears, he flung himself before the altar, and ez- 
daimed, ^< I thank thee, O God, for having given ma 
so good a mother : it was a manifestation of thy 
mercy ; yoa now take hat hack as your own. Yoa 
kiMwv that I k>ved her abov^ all cnsatares ; bat let 

2d2 
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thy v^U be done, O Lord ! blessed be thy name 
for ever and ever ! " He then dismissed the Legate 
and the Archbishop of Tyre, who had entered the 
chapel ¥nth them, and remained alone with his 
confessor, reciting the service of the dead, in which 
employment he passed two days without seeing 
any one but his chaplain. 

A. D. 1254. Blanche was the sole support of 
the government, and her death rendered it an im* 
perative duty on Louis immediately to return: 
home.. Having consulted with his followers oo. 
the subject, they were unanimous in advising his 
departure ; and the clergy, who, by the King's or- 
der, put up prayers in the church for divine direc- 
tion, were equally urgent in giving the same coun- 
sel. Convinced by these persuasions, as well as 
by his own conscience, that it was truly his duty 
to bid farewell for the present to the Holy Land,, 
he. embarked at Ptolemais in the month of April, 
carrying with him his wife, his three ciiildren bom. 
since his arrival in Palestine, and all his followers, 
except one hundred knights, whom he left to as- 
sist the faithful. During the voyage they were 
several times in danger of shipwreck ; but in the 
hours of extreme. danger, the King encouraged all 
on boai'd to trust in Providence, showing such 
calmness, resignation, and devotion himself, that 
he filled every heart with resolution, and a sense 
of holiness. The fleet finally anchored near, 
the Isles of Hieres, whence Louis pureued his 
journey to Paris. . Before entering . the capital, he . 
offered up his thanksgiving at the altar of St Denis- ^ i 
and the day following, a numerous assemblage of 
prelates and barons escorted, him into the city» 

While Louis was employing himself in nuiking . 
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the circaii of his dominions, dispensing charities 
and improving the laws, the Christians of Ptole- 
mais were suifering .greatly from the dissentions of 
the different parties who possessedauthority in the 
city. The Hospitallers and Templars, the Ge- 
noese and Pisans, waged continual war with 
each other respecting their rights ; and all ideas of 
the pablic defence being forgotten in their private 
dilutes, the fioitbfal were exposed as ready vic- 
tims to the first assault of their enemies. Bat thts 
continual changes which took place in the govern- 
ment of Egypt, and the jealousy with which the Sa- 
racen princes watched the proceedings at Cairo, 
preserved them from any immediate danger ; and 
the Moguls appearing about this time in Egypt 
and Syria, they obtained the protection of that 
powerful people. , This alliance was speedily brok- 
en by an attack o£ the Christians on some villages 
subjected to the Tartars ; and in defending them- 
selves against their wrath, they increased it, by kil- 
ling the son of the chief. The Moguls now began 
to ravage the country, and were every day expect- 
ed at Ptolemais ; but an army of Egyptians arriv- 
ed there before them ; and peace being concluded 
between the Christians and Mamelukes, the com* 
bined forces gained a decisive victory over the 
Taitars, and drove them out of Syria. 

A. D. 1265. This victory was no sooner ob- 
tained than the Egyptians exercised the greatest 
cruelty against their allies. The Sultan, who endea- 
voured to restrain his soldiers from their viola* 
tion of the truce, lost his life in the attempt, being 
assassinated by the famous Bibars Bondocdar, who 
was immediately proclaimed his successor. It was 
not. long before the worst fears of the Christians 
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were reali«)d. CoUediog a TMt amy, BUian eB« 
tered PidestiDe, and proceeded to Nazareth. Teni^ 
fied at hu raeiiace«> the faithfol desired to make 
peace ; bat he despised ^b^r overtar^s, set fire ta 
the prmcipal church, and, pnrsaiag his desolating 
ciNirae across the oountry, amuiged his forcea 
roaad the waUs of Ptolemais. Failing, however, 
to surprise that dty as he had expeeted, he 411c- 
oessiysly kiid siege to, and to<^ Cesarea and Ar« 
souff ; after which he returned to bis capital, uid 
had the satisfaction to receive ambassadors frooi 
France, Spain, and other couiHries, spUciting a 
peace for the Cbristiai^ which he prondly refused 
to grant. 

A. D. 1367. Having recmited his forces, the 
Saltan resumed the war, and ravaged the country 
about Tyre, Tripoli, and Ptolemais, and then laid 
siege to the fortress of Sepher, situated abou| fif* 
teen leagues from Pt(^emais, and belonging to ^ 
Templars. After an obstinate contest, he s^cceed^ 
ed in reducing it. Tbe ^rrison were assured of 
their lives and liberty if they surrendere<l; but the 
Moslem broi^e his promise the moment tbey wei«e 
in his power; and those who would not renounce 
their religion, were either killed or loaded with 
chains. The Kin^ of Armenia next felt the power 
of this formidable chief ; and to secure success, ho 
imposed a tithe upon his subjects to furnish the 
expenses of the war. Ptolemais again saw him 
encamped under its walls ; but he suddenly remov- 
ed his forces to Joppa, which he took, as also the 
fortress of Carac ami other places. Shortly hhsr 
this, he conquered Antioch, and resigned it to be 
niilagod by his soldiers ; a full account of which 

^t, with all the barbarities perpetiated ^m the 
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«>eca8ton, lie vauntingly sent to the unfortunate 
prince of that city. 

The troubles which had agitated Europe for so 
long a period, and kept not only the princes but 
the Pope from taking any measures in favour 
of Syria, were for a short time diminished by 
the accession of Charles of Anjou to the king- 
dom of Naples and Sicily. As the Pope had thus 
effected one of his favourite projects, he was now 
at liberty to consider the condition of his afflicted 
children in the East, and he began to employ the 
usual methods for arousing the devotion of the 
fiiithful. The Latin empire of Constantinople n<» 
longer existed. Baldwin was a wanderer in Eu- 
rope, and Michael Palseologus was seated securely 
on his throne. The new Emperor, on taking pos- 
session of Baldwin's inheritance, had written to 
the Pope to deprecate his anger, and the latter 
now urged him to fulfil his assurances of obedimioe* 
Little success, however, attended the Pontiff's ef- 
forts, and there were still signs of trouble in Na- 
ples and Sicily, from Charles's rival Conradin. 

A. D. 1268. But while the whole of Europe tras 
thus engaged on objects of temporal interests, and its 
princes were prep^ing themselves for prosecuting 
their private views, one monarch yet remained 
faithful to what was esteemed the duty of a Chris- 
tian King. Louis had never laid aside the sign of 
the cross, and the threats of Bibars reawakened 
all his zeal for the Holy Land. Keeping his in- 
tentions unknown to any oiie but the Pope, he 
8ummone<l a parliament which met in the hall of 
the Louvre, and as soon as the members were as- 
eembled, he entered, bearing the crown of thorns 
supposed to have been worn by our Saviour. The 
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dediMtkm of Im intention prodvoed gnMit mt^mmp 
both in the council and thronghoiii ^e «iitiaii« km^ 
W wnltqmiHyieMdred as ontbelormer oee^atoii; 
mti hit .«anmplt dnmr many of Hhe moat dia^tnw 
gmtlied men of ibe co^rt to engwge in tho ttpd^iw 
taking. Ho next enployed kitnaelfin J6V|riiic ihm 
vionoy necoisaiy &r tho ie]q»ad2taon, aad w^-^ 
NMUs were eriieoted by way of idfpoili* The Bofi^ 
akM Um in tbifli ainir aritb a pofvieifid band $ mA 
oUifped tbe clergy, notwithataoiding their obmonniy 
to pay a iaAp of itheir ineoaM for (o«r yeiua. 

In EngiaMl'iiie bteUigonoa of (the new cmmwli 
iwodnced the^moit aatire esckement; fuid Pnooo 
Edwand> eldest ton of Henry III^ together with • 
Ipi^ body of £nglisbaiid Seottidh jkoigbta, neceir* 
od the cnw8» Tbe Kings of Poittngal luad Ansgoft 
aho ennolled tbemselres in l^o nunber of the cm^ 
aadem, and .tereital of the braYest cbevisJiisrB of 
Spain. The King of lAkples and Sicily i»«u>, la 
Ae jofteflBtiBiei anidcing eictensiro pnaparatioaa ion 
tho. expeditiim ; but be was suddenly intofrupted 
in his deaigii by the approadi of Cpnrsdln, with 9 
large araay. Charies, however, ntterly defalked 
bis rival, and hanng taken biw prisoner, pnt bioi 
to death, thereby iacnrring ^he just reproaches of 
aH £nrope. 

A. D. 1270. Ad the tine 6xed for his depar* 
tore arrked, Louis donUed his »Bal and a^iri^ 
in eacanioing the aftiisof tbe Idngdom, and kk 
Owning aach laws m Odigbt secnna ita traajquiHity, 
and |he proper administration of jnatiee. His bro« 
ther, the Count «(f Poktien, em(^yed himself in 
a aioiilar manner, aad gnarded 4fce liberties «f hia 
ssribjeets with a wiadofn and stffMsitiim which wmiU 
docredst toiha nmat naUgbteniid monacck To 
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d9u\»i'6t ^MfbHeiMii who; ittlWidisd 
%& aee#iifMmy Itm,* a9 16' th«ir me«M df jMtj^uig' f bto 
etpoMM of tko^ oitpodftloii, the Knig promidod 
Ikom A'Stttii ptfoportidtted to their waftttf mmL stii* 
tiofi; ikvd Prmce EdwanI, AOl bemg «bbto mioo 
tlM^Hiofi«y h##o<}«inred; feoeif^ila graat from Lon^ 
of mff^tity fhoitsatui Rrres. Tbesitf pk^minaHM 
hwritfgf 6e«n i«ttlerd> Lotiis gait^e bim^f up to* cte- 
'wonon ^ and after the aolonift siir^ioeft of relij^tM, 
ho left h«s> pakuM with itaked kiet^ aiid' diMl aa a 
Aa^^ pi^ii^. In' tho wood ot Vitie^nnea h^ 
took an a^etionate lea^e of hk qnemy aad thea 
fwoeeedod to Aigaeo-Mortoi, where h&inteaded to 
cMharii ;i his three sotts, and his daughter tlie Qtimm, 
of Na:ram«, havkig aeeoa^panied him^ Here ho w«to 
oMig«d t» wtkut sottie days, helots fho Geiioese ile^t 
«icb the wst of the entsadi»« aivived at the plaeo 
el readettooo; h«C on the 4th of My tho areraf- 
iftent set sail; ttod it ww liow ibr the first time xAnAe 
gewevidiy kndwH) thtft th« expedition was d^stitied 
for Ae* Afincad khigdotti of Tnidi^ instoid of the 
Holy Land;' The Kittg ^t Sio^ ifr faaetaMf siap- 
piaod to hfl(^ odgimiUy' et»|>lo^ed his eS6m to 
fire' dds dmction' to^ the dntsade, as it^ mieeesft 
WMld free him from a fleai^aiid dangeMitM enemy ; 
hot Loaia himself was enth^ttiaistic in his hopt^s of 
conyertingthosoTerdigi^df'FaAiiflrto Christianity; 
and iKia no# unlikely ^ th«4Mrotberi were eqoally 
dotonnined by those sirofig nsadi opposito moiii^k 
The approach of th6» i^lcft Med the AiVidans 
wiib despair ; and all i^O' worn in the open O0ttn«> 
try^ and eip«n ihe^ sailortlitonil the ships in the port^ 
ied into Tnnia. Tho> ifott dhy the army ditom^ 
haiA»dy in the £ie0efffn4imortme force drown out 
Wttfipo^^ ii^lMit wIhA reitteaM wichont widtiuif 
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an attack. Formal posaeasion was then taken^^f 
the countiy ; and the towers which defended the 
city, and stood on the site of ancient Carthage, fell 
•into the hands of the invaders. The King of Tnnis 
sent messengers to reproach Louis with his conduct 
in invading his territory, and threatened to return 
immediately at the head of an hundred thousand 
men. The situation of the army was, in fact, not- 
withstanding its superior valour, exposed to great 
danger from the numbers which the enemy could 
bring into the field, and from the .union which he 
had made with the Sultan Bibars. But it was not 
evils of this kind which were destined to defeat the 
designs of Louis. The troops had not been long 
encamped before the sickly pature of the climate 
began to be heavily felt. .. Flitigue and famine add- 
ed to the deadly influence of the atmosphere, and a 
pestilence shortly raged throughout the army. So 
many died every day, that it was impossible to 
bury them before the bodies putrified. The plague 
thus supplied its own nourishment, and many of 
the knights and principal men of the expedition 
were hourly sinking under the disease. The Duke 
of Nevers, especially beloved by Louis, . from his 
having been born to him at Damietta at the time 
he was taken prisoner, fell a sacrifice to the. con- 
tagion just as it seized upon the King himself. The 
Legate died at the same period, and the army ex- 
hibited a miserable spectacle of disease and want. 

But all other feelings of anxiety were destroy- 
ed, as every d|iy announced the increasing malady 
of Louis. The fever, indeed, was rapidly con- 
suming him ; and all hope of his recovery was 
soon lost. The excellent monarch, knowing that 
his end approached, occupied himself by turns 
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With giving his last orders respecting his ktogdoni, 
and iu the calm and Solemn exercise of devotion. 
At length he desired the presence of his son Phi- 
lip, whom he addressed in the most pathetic man- 
ner respecting the duties which, on ascending 
the throne, he would owe to his subjects; and on 
all the virtues and holy dispositions which he ought 
to possess, both as a man and a Christian. The 
young prince heard the last instruction of his fa- 
ther with deep emotion ; and Louis having finish- 
ed addressing him, took farewell of his daughter, 
with similar affection and anxiety for her future 
happiness. The ambassadors of the Greek Em- 
peror being admitted, he exhibited a great desire 
that the church at Constantinople might be united 
with that of Rome. After this interview, he saw 
no one but his confessor. As death drew nearer, 
the fervour of his devotion increased ; and on Au- 
gust 25th, at three in the afternoon, he expired. 

Amid the profound grief and consternation which 
prevailed through the camp, the instant it was 
known that the King was dead, Charles of Anjoa 
disembarked with all the pomp of martial parade. 
But the signals which announced his landing were 
unanswered ; and, rushing to the tent of his father, 
he found him stretched on a bed of ashes. After 
the first emotion of sorrow was over, Philip sent 
messengers to France to confirm his father's mi- 
nisters in ofiice, and to express his desire of, in all 
things, following his example. The King of Sicily 
then assumed the command of the forces, but the 
African monarch sued for peace ; and it was grant- 
ed him, on the condition of his paying two hun- 
dred and ten thousand ounces of gold, giving the 
Christians a track of ground for forming a settle- 
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menty a&d releauDg all the prisoners taken in bat- 
tle. He also agreed to pay the King of Sicily the 
airears of tribute formerly doe to him, and to 
doable the sum for the fature. The Sultan of 
Cairo expressed his indignation at this com pro- 
viae of the Moslem cause. The same sentimests 
were expressed on the side of the Christians; and 
Edward, who reached Africa at this juncture, re- 
fused to bear any part in the council of the chiefs. 
It was at last decided by the crusaders, that they 
would winter in Sicily, and then proceed to Pa- 
lestine ; but this resolution was altered into one 
which fixed the renewal of the expedition for that 
time four years ; and the army then re-embarked 
for Europe. The King of Navarre and his wife 
died on their journey ; the young Queen of France 
shared the same fate ; and Philip entered his do- 
minions, accompanied by the dead bodies of his 
father, his brother, and his wife. The Count of 
Poictiers and his wife were shortly added to the 
number of the royal family who had died on the 
journey ; and more noblemen and knights than we 
can name, expired in the same manner, from the 
effects of the African pestilence. 

A. D. 1271. The affliction caused by the death 
of Louis was not confined to France or Europe. 
With him, the Christians of Palestine saw the last 
of that line of heroes who seemed to have been 
^raised up for the defence of the Holy Land ; and 
when he expired, the aatient flame of devotion 
which had been long flickering amid the mined 
altar of Jerusalem, ranished into darkness. Of 
all the princes who had vowed to renew the cru- 
sade, Edward of England alone kept his promise ; 
but the smallness of the force he had with- faina 
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prerented his doing any serrice. Mtmietiag, 
however, about sereii thousand men, the prinoey 
in conjunction with the Hospitallers and Tem- 
plars, marched into Fhcenicia, and thence to 
Nazareth, wUch they entered, and barbarously 
massacred the unfortunate Moslem inhabitants, 
thus retaliating the burning of the church by 
Bibars. After giuning this useless victory, Ed- 
ward returned to Ptolemais,- where he entered in- 
to a communication with the Emir of Joppa. But 
for some cause, the nature of which does not seem 
very dearly ascertained, he incurred the enmity of 
one of the Assassins ; and the dagger of the mur- 
derer had reached his heart, when his agility prov- 
•^d an overmatch for that of the assailant. It was 
on this.occasion, as it is said, that his consort suck- 
ed the poison from hn wound, and gained, by her 
Itffsction, so faif a name in the annals of female 
devotion. Another vernon, however, is given of 
this stoi^ ; aikd the prince i^ reported to have been 
cured by the skill of a physician. Bttt whatever 
were the means by which he #8S healed, Edward 
thooght it high time to depart ; and he left Syriit, 
without having effected any thing whidi deserves 
t«oording. 

A. D. 1274. A gleam of light broke upon the 
Holy Land, on the election of Thibault, who had 
long d#elt in Syria, to the Pontificate. On a- 
«cending the chair of Saint Peter, he persuaded 
the King of France to send some troops and mo^ 
Aey in aid of the faithful ; and the maritime dties 
of Italy rendered a similar assistance. But the 
measure most favourable to the cause, was his 
flummoning a second council at Lyons, which was 
. held with great solenmity, and was composed <^ 
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more than a thousand hlshops ^nd archbUhops ; 
the ambassadors of the Emperocs of Germany and 
Constantinople; of the Kings of France and Cy- 
.pms ; of envoys from the chief of the Moguls, and 
the principal princes and barons of Europe. A 
crusade was determined upon in this council, and 
laws were passed for carrying it into execution ; 
but its decrees were forgotten almost as soon as 
the meeting broke up. 

Bibars, in the mean time, continued to pursue 
his conquests with restless and untiring ambition, 
and every day threatened to besiege Ptolemais, the 
.first place of importance which the Christians now 
possessed. While he was meditating this mea- 
.sure, and preparing to renew an attack on Cyprua^ 
which had hitherto failed, he was suddenly taken 
ill, and his death relieved the Christians from their 
.present terror. Bibars seems to have been a man 
of extraordinary perseverance, courage, resolution 
and ferocity — qualities which, in a wairior, might 
pass for genius, or give to bis actions the appear- 
ance of proceeding from a powerful intellect. Bat 
there is a decision and promptness of action which 
result from niere animal vigour, despising rest and 
impatient of delay, altogether different from the 
£rmness and noble resolution in which the mind 
/ules and informs. Bibars appears, therefore, to 
have been held up as a wonder with little reason, 
and only deserves one of the lowest places in the 
rolls of fame. 

The late Sultan was succeeded by Kelaoun, 
,a man equally determined in hostility to the 
Christians. His reign commenced by a splendid 
triumph over the Tartars, who, in conjunction 
with the Armenians and Georgians, had invaded 
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hisr t^iTitoriM. The Cbrittiaiis, wiio dr<^ed thdfc 
this Tictoiy wonld increase bis ferocity, as weU 89 
power, iinniediately desired to conclude a peace. 
Tbetr appeal succeeded, and he tamed his amitf 
against the King of Armenia, whom he complete* 
ly humbled to his power. Employing also a po- 
licy of the most refined kind, he formed a cmmec* 
tion with some of the European courts, among 
which Wis that of Spain, where he had emiasariai 
who constantly exerted tbemselres to prevent any 
measures leading to a crusade. It is worthy of ie-> 
mark, that in the state of depression in which P^ 
lestine now lay, there wisre for some time tbre0 
pretenders to the throne of Jerusalem, namely, the 
King of Cyprus, the King of Sicily, and Mary of 
Antioch, daughter of Isabella. 

After the truce existing between the Sultan and 
the Christians had been repeatedly broken, renewed 
and again broken, Kelaoun at length determined 
to make the grand attempt on Ptolemais. Before 
doing this, however, he had to render himself mas« 
ter of Tripoli, in the siege of which be was aided 
by the dissensions of the inhabitants, and their me*- 
lancboly at the death of theur Prince Bobemondy 
which had just occurred. The garrison held out 
for thirty-five days, and then surrendered. The 
carnage which followed was unrestrained, and 
seven thousand Christians were the victims of 
Moslem ferocity. 

Nothing now remained to stop the Sultan's pro- 
ceeding at once to Ptolemais. Thither, there- 
fore, he led bis army, but a truce was again signed 
and once more stopped the progress of the siege. 
The delay, however, was almost momentary, imd* 
the legate of the Pope is accused of having been 
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the fint to renew the danger by hk proud re- 
ten\ to explain some trifling cauiie of dispute. 
Amother account ascribes the breach of the treaty 
to ihe mnrder of a Masulman by a cttijEen, who 
was led by jealousy to the act. However this 
may be, the Snltan prepared for the attack, and 
the Christians sent letters to the Pope to implore 
immediate aid. Far different were the svccoora 
aeat to snch as would have been of any assistance 
to the faithful in their present situation. Sixteen- 
hundred undisciplined men, only served to in-» 
crease the confusion which reigned in the etty ; 
and when they commenced their excursions into 
the neighbouring territory, the wanton barbaritioR 
i^mmttted inflamed. Kelaonn with a furious desire 
of revenge. The inhabitants, finding how little 
6id they were to expect from the West, desired 
again to ward off the expected blow by a truce. 
They, therefore, sent deputies to the Sultan, of- 
fering to punish all who had been guilty of the 
violences complained of. But Kelaoun-s resolu* 
tion was taken ; the deputies returned without 
having been able to bend him at all from his pur- 
pose ; and at the advice of the Patriarch, prepara^ 
tions for the defence of the city were commenced- 
without delay. Fortunately the King of Cyprus 
arrived at this juncture with five hundred cheva- 
liers ; and. the garrison thus reinforced, amount- 
ed to nine hundred .horse and eighteen thousand 
foot. This force, divided into four parts, was put 
under the command of the best warriors present;; 
and the government of the city was deputed to a 
council of dght chiefs. Kelaoun died before he 
could begin his favourite enterprise ; hut with his 
last words he obaiiged his son and snocessoTt Cbidil| 
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to pursiie the dedgn ; and the young SultRQ at- 
tended religioariy to his injunctions. The force . 
which Chelil dnew oat on the plains before Ptole* 
mais^ formed a line of some leagues, and extended 
from the. sea to the monntains. More than three 
hundred machines for carrying on the assault were, 
placed against the walls; and eren the bravest 
warriore, among whom was the Grand Master of 
the Templars, despaired of being able to resist 
such an armament. That experienced chief pro*- 
ceeded, therefore, by the consent of his brethren, 
to the camp of the Sultan, and again offered, 
after exaggerating his means of defence, to con- 
clude a truce. Chalil agreed to an arrangement, 
and the Grand Master returned, greatly comfort- 
ed, to the city ; but he had scarcely commu- 
nicated the result of his mission to. the chiefs, 
when the populace broke out into a violent tu- 
mult, and declared their determination to have 
war. The assault was almost immediately com- 
menced, and all day and night the ramparts were 
assailed by the tremendous engines of the Mos- 
lems. For a few days the besieged repulsed their 
enemies with the most spirited bravery ; they 
made several successful sallies, and showered their 
darts from the walls with such skill, that files of 
the enemy fell beneath them. But quarrels began 
to riseamong the chiefs, and large numbers of the 
garrison every day deserted from their standards. 
At length, the Sultan determined on a general as- 
sault, and he advanced towards the walls with all 
his forces and three hundred camels, on each of 
which was placed the huge Syrian tambour. The 
roar of this wild musii^ the appearance of the 
army, said, to faave.amouAted to four hundred thou- 
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Bfkiid men, idost tff them cliid in spl^id annour 
that glittered in the riiyft of thcr snn, and the de- 
Btractiye machines ready prepared to batter tbe^ 
frails — ^this magnificent but teirible spectacle illed 
the Christians with terror. The assault, mainly' 
directed against the tower and gate of St Anthony, 
was continued the whole day* As the darkness; 
fell, the enemy withdrew ; and taking advantage 
of the supension of the battle, the King of Cy- 
prus, who commanded on that -station, withdrew 
from the town, and, getting on beard a vessel, set 
sail with all his followers. 

When the Saracens renewed the assault the 
next day, they found the ramparts^ which had 
been defended by the King of Cyprus, unmanned. 
Taking advantage of this circumstance,' they em- 
ployed the whole strength of their enormous en- 
gines unopposed. At last, the ramparts crum- 
bled beneath their incessant blows. A wide open- 
ing appeared in the walls ; the besiegers rushed 
thousands after thousands to the breach ; and the 
Christians received them on the points of their 
swords and lances. For an instant the assailants 
were kept at bay; but their numbers increasing, 
they pressed forward in a huge mass, drove the lit- 
tle army of the faithful from their post, and passed 
the barrier. At this moment of peril and dismay, 
the Hospitallers and Templars alone preserved their 
courage unabated. The Marechal of the former 
exerting himself with indeiscribable energy, rail 
through the streets rallying the fugitive Christians ; 
and theh turning upon the enemy, drove them be- 
fore them with irresistible fury. Thus freed from 
immediate ruin, the citiaens passed the night in 
repairing the breach, and making other prepofn- 
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tions for the followiog day. As soon as the morn- 
ing dawned, the people were assembled in the 
palace of the Hospitallers, and the Patriarch of 
Jerusalem addressed them in terms calculated to 
inspire them with all the resolution which can be 
derived from despair. There now remained of the 
garrison only seven thousand men. No succours were 
any longer to be expected from the West ; and 
the vessels they possessed were too few to convey 
them from the city. Thus left to brave the peril 
which menaced them or perish, numbers of the 
citizens, who had hitherto remained unarmed, pre- 
pared for the battle, and all present took an oath 
to die rather than desert their brethren. While a 
part stayed behind to fortify the streets by raising 
barriers at the doors of the houses, and heaping 
together large piles of stones, the rest awaited the 
approach of the enemy on the walls. The attack 
was made in the same quarter as the preceding day, 
.and after a desperate conflict, a breach was again 
made. In the midst of the clamours which rose 
at the sight of the falling barriers, the Patriarch 
was. heard exclaiming, " O God, surround us with 
a rampart man cannot destroy ! Cover us with 
the shield of thy power I " The Saracens rush- 
ed in multitudes through the breach ; the citi- 
zens, who had supported their entrance in hopeless 
anxiety, flew to oppose them ; a bloody conflict 
raged through the streets ; and the Christians, by 
prodigies of valour, again drove back the enemy. 

May 18th, 1291. At length arrived the day 
which was to decide the fate of Ptolemais. The 
Moslems had more than once shrunk in terror from 
the might and despair of their approach, and as- 
cribed the success of their resistance, to supernatural 
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aid* It was asserted, that in each visible Chris- 
tian there were in reality two warriors^ and that 
when one of the Franks felly his place was im- 
nediately supplied by another who came oat of 
his mouth. While these superstitions damped thto 
courage of his soldiers, the Sultan himself wtfs 
rendered doubtful^ by the perseverance of thoCbrw- 
tians, as to the final success of the siege ; imd it is 
Teported, that he was only induced to continue it 
at the instance of the renegade Franks with 
whom his army abounded. On tbe morning of< the 
day above mentioned, the assault was more ^net. 
ral and destructive than any before made ; hot it 
was miet with greater valour on the part of the 
besieged. Seven infidels fell before one Christian ; 
and, had the twy> forces been ift any Way propm«- 
tinned to each other, the astonisfajing bravery of 
the faithful must have prevailed. But the hotdei 
of Mussulmans, which covered the plains from die 
sea to the mountains of Carmel and Cafoiib% 
aeemed undiminished ; and no efferts of the moet 
desperate courage could bear up against the con* 
tinned renewal of then* attack. Seeing no hotpe 
of supporting th& direct charge of the enemy, the 
Templars suddenly changed their position, and, 
with the Grand Master at their head, rode iiUj^tov 
onsly into the Ssracen camp. Tliey wetie met bjf 
thousands of foes. The Grand Master fell, piere* 
ed with an arrow, in the midst of his brave knigbla'; 
the Grand Master of the Hospitallers was also 
dangerously wounded; and those who sttrvived, 
were obliged to retreat hastily into the city, dcH 
ploring the loss of their bravest companions. No 
better success attended the warriors employed ut 
defending the ramparts. Reduced to lesa than a 
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thdQsand, they were at length driven from the 
.gate and tower of St Anthony, and the infidels 
again rushed -into the town, filling the streets with 
their cries of victory. Bat the valour of the true 
Christians was still undiminished. The enemy 
advanced not a step without being assailed by 
showers of stones from the houses, or by the wea- 
pons of those who determined not to outlive the 
calamity. William of Clermont is named as among 
the foremost of tlie few heroic men who fought 
to the. last for the cause of Palestine. But neither 
h\9 devotion, nor the desperation of the citizens, 
iiivailed any longer. The stFeets, filled with 
.multitudes of women and children, who mingled 
their shrieks with the shouts of the combatants, 
presented a frightful spectacle of confusion and 
slaughter; and, to render this awful hour still 
more disnaal, a terrible storm arose, which cover- 
ed the heavens with so dense a darkness, that the 
standards of neither party could be discerned ; 
svhile the wind and thunder, and swelling of the 
sea, swallowed up every sound in the threatening 
roar of the elements. 

The infidels were at last left unopposed^ and 
the slaughter of the inhabitants was carried on 
without intermission. Many fled to the shore, in 
•rder to escape on board the vessels in the bar- 
Imut ; hut the storm rendered this, for some time, 
impMsible. When the ships came within reach of 
tlM fugitives, those who possessed any wealth gave 
lange svms to be taken on board ; and many wo* 
ioen of rank offered their jewels, and promised to 
many any of the mariners who would assist them 
to escape. The venerable Patriarch of Jerusalem^ 
who^ bad with difficulty been persuaded^ to leave 
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the shore, received such numbers of the .wretched 
citizens into his ship, that, before it cleared the 
port, it sunk, and all perished. Those in the city 
who had eluded the swords of the enemy, were still 
endeavouring to defend themselves in the palace of 
the Templars, their last retreat. They offered to 
capitulate, and the Sultan agreed to spare their 
lives ; but the soldiers whom he sent to take pos- 
session of the fortress, violated the women who had 
sought refuge there. The knights instantly re- 
sumed their arms, and put the ravibhers to death. 
The palace was then again attacked ; but the 
Christian warriors continued their defence, till the 
principal tower of the fortress fell, and buried both 
them, and all whom they defended, under its walls. 
Thus ended this memorable siege. In a few 
days, Ptolemais was in ruins, and retained no ap- 
pearance of the wealth and magnificence for which 
it had been so long famous. Tyre, Sidon, and the 
other Christian cities on the coast, immediately 
opened their gates to the Moslem ; and the king- 
dom of Jerusalem was no more ! 



In looking back on the sketch which has been 
given of these wars, it is difficult to determine 
which merits our principal attention ; — the causes 
of their origin ; the means by which they were 
supported ; or their effects on the progress of so- 
ciety. The limits of this work prohibit the au- 
thor from entering into the discussion of these sub- 
jects, or tracing the causes which led to the ex- 
tinction of that grandi but erring spirit pf enthn- 
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•iasm, to which chivalry and the crusaden owed 
their existence. At some future period, he may 
Tenture to offer his ideas upon the subject more 
at length. No period of history better deserves 
the attention of either the moralist or the scholar, 
than the middle ages ; and in the events and in- 
stitutions which have been describe d, we possess 
the truest indexes to their principal phenomena. 



THE END. 
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